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Guest Column

The Rural Texan is a free publication of the
Office of Rural Community Affairs (ORCA).

It is produced quarterly to inform the public about agency
programs and services, and is written and designed

in-house by agency staff.

To contribute articles for consideration of publication in
The Rural Texan, contact ORCA.

Copies of this publication have been distributed in compliance
with the State Depository Law and are available for public use
through the Texas State Publications Depository Program at
the Texas State Library and other state depository libraries.

To subscribe to The Rural Texan, or for more
information about ORCA, contact:

Office of Rural Community Affairs
P.O. Box 12877, Austin, TX 78711
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Cartoon by Tim Size, Executive Director, Rural Wisconsin Health
Cooperative. Reprinted with permission.
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Community Colleges: Little Engines That Can
By Dr. Larry Phillip, President, Angelina College in Lufkin
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Spotlight On...
TFB: Policy on
a Local Level
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The Ezekiel Cullen House, built in 1839, was designed by Augustus
Phelps. From the brochure “San Augustine - Come Back to the Texas
Republic,” made possible by the Summerlee Foundation. Courtesy of
the San Augustine County Chamber of Commerce.
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TWDB Reviews Seawater Desalination Plans
By Julie V. Kelly, ORCA
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$58 Million Available for Rural Water Assistance
By Lana Lutringer, Texas Water Development Board
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Upcoming Rural
Events

Columbus (Colorado County)
“Live Oaks, Dead Folks”
November 6-7, 2004
Tour Odd Fellows Rest Cemetery as
local re-enactors tell the tales of the
town’s past.
Contact: 979-732-8385

Athens (Henderson County)
“The Christmas Park Land of
Lights”
November 13, 2004 through
January 1, 2005
Holiday display of more than 2
million lights.
Contact: 903-675-7469

Gruene (Comal County)
“Gospel Brunch with a Texas
Twist”
November 14, 2004
New Orleans style gospel brunch –
gospel music with buffet.
Contact: 830-606-1281
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Colonias In
Texas:
Challenges for Aging Well
Part 5 of a 5 Part Series

By Liliana Santoyo, Texas Department of Aging and

Disability Services
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The median household
income for colonia residents
is $12,899. The poverty rate

among older adults is
three times greater than

that of the state.



8                  The Rural Texan  ✯  Office of Rural Community Affairs  ✯  Fall 2004

Preservation Holds Opportunities
for Rural Communities
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Pecos County Map Comes Home to Stay
By Jim Suydam, Texas General Land Office
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ORCA Executive
Committee
William Jeter, Chair

Bryan
Brazos County
713-688-6262

David Alders
Nacogdoches

Nacogdoches County
936-569-1284

Nicki Harle
Baird

Callahan County
325-676-0329

Carol Harrell, Vice Chair
Jefferson

Marion County
903-665-2700

Wallace Klussmann
Fredericksburg

Gillespie/Llano Counties
325-247-3233

Jim Roberts
Lubbock

Lubbock County
806-741-4200

Lydia Rangel Saenz
Carrizo Springs
Dimmit County
830-876-9779

Patrick Wallace
Athens

Henderson County
903-676-1191

Michael Waters, Secretary
Abilene

Taylor County
325-670-2201

ORCA’s Picture of the Quarter!

ORCA’s Mission:

“To assist rural Texans who seek
to enhance their

quality of life by facilitating, with
integrity, the use of the re-

sources of our state
so that sustained economic

growth will enrich the rural Texas
experience for

the benefit of all.”
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A Study of Injury
in Farmworker Children

By Sharon P. Cooper, PhD, Southwest Center for Agricutural Health, Injury Prevention & Education -

The University of Texas Health Center at Tyler

Catch “Paisano Pete”, a larger-than-life road runner in Fort Stockton
(Pecos County), Texas.
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Food Festivals Bring Crowds to Rural Texas
By Julie V. Kelly, ORCA
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Study Evaluates Rural Texas Schools
By Alison Yaunches, Rural School and Community Trust
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Predatory Lending Dominates
Manufactured Home Industry
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Funding Opportunities

Got a Good Story
to Share?

Do you have a cool story to
share with the world, where
one of your projects really

made a difference in peoples’/
communities’ lives?

Then you should consider
submitting it to the

US Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) for
publication on HUD’s website.

We would love to see rural
areas and small communities

get their fair share of attention!

For more information, call
202-708-1112 or visit the

“Daily Message”
at http://www.hud.gov/news/

focusarc.cfm or visit
“Good Stories”

at http://www.hud.gov/library/
bookshelf20/index.cfm.

A Sampling of Opportunities Available to Rural Texans

Cooperative
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Learning Opportunities

Conferences, Events
Around Texas

A Sampling of Opportunities Available to Rural Texans

Grant Writing
Training
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8�����$	1��2� ���/�ORCA is teaming up with
the State Grants Team from the Governor’s Office
to offer the following training workshops. To
register, or for more information on the workshops
hosted by ORCA, contact Terry Boylan at ORCA.
There will be a registration fee of $110 per person
for each workshop to cover facility and other costs.
Seating is limited to the first 35 paid registrants.
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Northernmost Texas Nest of Least Grebes
Discovered in Richland, Texas

By Tom Harvey, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
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State Launches Two New Health and
Human Services Agencies

By Stephanie Goodman, Texas Health and Human Services Commission
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“The goal of the project is
really improvement of water
quality. We are going to try to

get 80 percent of the
phosphorous out of the
dairy’s waste stream.”

Life 2.0: How People Across
America Are Transforming Their
Lives By Finding the Where of Their
Happiness
By Rich Karlgaard
Karlgaard, the publisher of Forbes
magazine, discusses the urban
migration to small, rural townships.

Texas Trilogy: Life in a Small Texas
Town
By Craig Hillis
Photography by Bruce Jordan
This story of Kopperl (Bosque County),
Texas, is told in words and photos. Folk
music by Stephen Fromholtz inspired
the  creation of the book.
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 Dairy Waste Management
System Could Set Precedent
Brazos River Authority Monitors Broumley Dairy

Project for Water Quality, Commercial Viability
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Texas Big Game Awards Improve
Ecosystem and Economy

Mail-Order Services Harm Rural Pharmacies
Written by Audra Johnson, Texas Pharmacy Association
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“The satisfaction of being able
to work for yourself and

manage your own pharmacy is
benefit enough to be a rural

community pharmacist.”
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Awards,
Recognitions

Around Rural Texas
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Wheat, Cattle Prices to
Remain Strong in 2004

By Tim W. McAlavy, Texas A&M University Agriculture Program
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The Texas Academy of
Governance honored all five
members of the Cuero Community
Hospital Board of Directors with
Trustee Recognition for their
dedication to patient care. Cuero
Community Hospital is the first
hospital to have its entire board
receive trustee recognition.
Directors include Charles W.
Papacek, James Conrad, Shirley
Dietze, J. Mike Wheat and Richard
Wheeler.

Winners of the Texas Department
of Agriculture’s 2004 Quilt Block
Competition: Carlene Wright Tomlan
of Bastrop, Faith Marie Younse of
Allen, Diana M. Shenberger of
Denton, Nelda Wilcox of Holly Lake
Ranch, Delores A. Holloway of Wylie,
Ann W. Bailey of Sadler, the Midland
4-H of Midland, Alvena Armstrong of
Bowie, Cecile Harton of Richardson,
Debra Pittsinger of Oak Point, Alpha
Benton of San Antonio, Iva Dell Miller
of Quitman, Material Girls Quilt Guild
of Mineola, Kay Cockerell and Hailey
Kay Dods of Abilene, Nelma Ritchey
and Teresa Loving of Colorado City,
Florence Hoffman of Rio Medina, Pat
Nunley of Pleasantown, Nikki
Mahaffey of Jacksboro and Nelda
Wilcox of Holly Lake Ranch.

American Hospital Association
(AHA) presented Michael C. Waters,
FACHE, CEO of Hendrick Health
System in Abilene, with the
Distinguished Service Award. Waters
received the AHA’s highest honor for
his lifetime commitment to service in
the health care field and for his
contributions to the people of Texas
and Abilene.

“There are indications that
foreign wheat production is

up this year, which could
dampen US exports. That’s
why it’s important to pay
attention to global and

domestic planting intentions,
and to keep an eye on the
export market at all times.”
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Forums Help Rural Communities Age Well
By Holly Riley, Texas Department of Aging and Disability
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Why Rural Communities Differ:
Social Dynamics Give Some Clues

As different as night and day, small rural communities can be worlds apart.
Underlying social factors help to explain the differences.

By Michael L. Holton, Center for Rural Affairs
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Texas Recycles Day
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Facts About Recycling

Texans spend nearly $1.5 billion annually to dispose of more
than 29 million tons of garbage.

Recycling and reuse industries employ more than four times
the workforce of the waste management industry at higher
average wages.

Consumer electronics account for only one percent of
landfills by volume, but they contribute up to 70 percent of
their toxic content.

Producing a can from recycled aluminum saves 95 percent
of the energy required to make it from raw materials.

Source: Courtesy of the Keep Texas Beautiful Texas
Recycles Day Program.

Local Presence Keeps ORCA Connected
to Rural Communities
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Executive Committee
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Public Hearings

Workshops

Map Key
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Community of Kennedy Ridge Nominated
for Recognition by HUD

�����������	�����������

��8������  ��!)� <7
8� ���������� ���
��������� �"� T������ 7����)� ��

��������������� ��������� ���+������
����
&����������	�������"�4���������!��)�"����������	
������������"��������,#�������������"�'������
����,���������	��������',������������"����
�����������������"�����
�����������*

A�� %����� �"� $///)� ���� ���������� �"� ���
�����������	�'�����������������������������
�""��������������	�������������&����������������
��&������T������7����*

%�������	��&��������	����������������&����
����&����&����� ��������� ���T������7����)
���	������������������������)�<7
8-��+�6��

������������	����������������+
���)����
+�6���
�������������=�����������	�?��	��
�+
=?�)����������"��)�����+������
��������""*

<��%����� $�)�  ���)� �"��������� �����&���)
+������
�����&����&��������2�@�)����#+=�
"���� ������ ��������+
��� ��� �������� ��&��
���������"���T������7����*


���������������%����	� =����5�� 	��� ���
���������� ��� ������ ����������*� +����� �������
���������� ���� ��5���� �"� ��	�������� "���� ���
�������������������������������������"�����
&��������������4���*

+��������������������������"�����������������
���� ��������� �"� ���� ���������)� ���� "������

��		����&���� ���������� ��� �������
!E�"���������������������������"��
���������*

A��������������������"��������4���)
+
�������������&�������������	���
20��)������������������"���&����
�������)� ����� ������������
��.������ �� ����+
=?)� �������
	����� ���� �����		� ��&� �����
���������� "���������� �������*� +��
�������������6��������������	���
�������4������
��������� ��!*

:A"�	���������������������������"
T������7�����&����������������
���&��	������������2$*!���		���);
�����+������
��������������<��

������������7��������� ��� ���
��������������������������9�	
 /)� ��!*��:+�����������������
��� �������� ���� ���������� �"
T������7�����"�����������������
&���� �������� �	��� ������ "��
�������*;

+�6���#+=�� ��� �� ��		�����������"
��������������������������"��������
&����&����	���	�������������������������������������������������&)���	���������������������
�����	������&���������&����&���������	���*�1����������"�����������������������4�����������+�6��
#+=��������)���������<7
8*

TxDOT Assists Holiday
Travelers on I-35
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Residents of Kennedy Ridge initiated the effort to bring water
and wastewater services to their community. They also
provided the labor to install 14,600 linear feet of pipeline.

TxDOT Highway Facts

More than 77,000 miles of state-maintained roadway spread
out across the state.

The longest bridge in Texas, the Queen Isabella
Causeway,is 2.37 miles long. It links Port Isabel and South
Padre Island.

Loop 168 in Tehana (Shelby County) takes the prize for the
shortest highway at a mere 391 feet long.

The busiest section of rural Interstate is I-35 between San
Antonio and Dallas-Ft. Worth.

Source: Texas Department of Transportation. For more
information visit www.dot.state.tx.us/txdot.htm.



Toll Free:  800-544-2042  ✯  Fax:  512-936-6776  ✯  Web:  www.orca.state.tx.us  ✯  E-mail:  orca@orca.state.tx.us              21

Living in Rural Texas!

Childress County

By the Honorable  Jay Mayden, Childress

County Judge
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Cherokee County

By The Honorable Chris Davis, Cherokee
County Judge
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Rural Lifestyle All the
Rage for
Ex-Suburbanites
By Julie V. Kelly, ORCA
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Panhandle Antiques and East Texas Tomatoes
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Texas Game Warden’s Top 10
Check-List for Hunters
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CDBG Celebrates 30 years of
Community Improvement
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Want to E-mail ORCA?
To e-mail a member of the ORCA staff, address the message

to the staff member’s first initial and full last
name@orca.state.tx.us.

For example, to e-mail Julie V. Kelly use
 jkelly@orca.state.tx.us.

Just want to send comments to the
agency in general?

Send your e-mail to orca@orca.state.tx.us.



Toll Free:  800-544-2042  ✯  Fax:  512-936-6776  ✯  Web:  www.orca.state.tx.us  ✯  E-mail:  orca@orca.state.tx.us              23

ORCA Program Activities
ORCA Requests $194,306,854

for FY 2006-07 Biennium
By David Flores, ORCA
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ORCA’s TCDP Workshops Assist
Grant Recipients

By Mary Alice Smith, ORCA
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Austin, TX

Subscription Renewal Notice
Attention all readers of The Rural Texan!

A restriction in the General Appropriations Act prohibits us from continuing to mail this
newsletter to individuals unless they indicate their desire to continue receiving it.

Please let us know if you wish to continue receiving this newsletter by filling out the form below and returning this page to ORCA at
512-936-6776.  You may also visit us online at www.orca.state.tx.us and fill out the “ORCA Information Sharing Service” form, or
mail the form below to: The Rural Texan, Office of Rural Community Affairs, PO Box 12877, Austin, TX 78711.

All subsequent newsletters will be mailed only to those persons who have indicated in writing their desire to receive The Rural
Texan.

❑  YES, please mail a hard copy of The Rural Texan to me every quarter.  My contact information is listed below.
❑  Please notify me by e-mail when the newest issue of The Rural Texan is available online.  My contact information is listed below.

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

Organization: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: _____________________________________________________________________________________

County: ________________________________________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number: ____________________________________________Fax number: _______________________________

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Web Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

The following best describes my roles in the rural Texas arena (check all that apply)*:

__Academic/Education
__Agriculture related
__Community / Economic Development
__Consultant
__Education related

__Environment/Water related
__For Profit organization representative
__Government employee (i.e., federal,
     state, or local)
__Health care related
__Housing related

*For our e-mail users, this information will allow us to provide related grant opportunities and other information to you in a timely
manner electronically.

__Non-Profit organization representative
__Social Service related
__Transportation related
__Utilities and Telecommunications

Other: __________________________
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Austin, TX 78711



Toll Free:  800-544-2042  ✯  Fax:  512-936-6776  ✯  Web:  www.orca.state.tx.us  ✯  E-mail:  orca@orca.state.tx.us              25




