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RULE  SUMMARY 
 
     Texas Administrative Code Rule §5.4606 calls for the 
temporary appointment of qualified inspectors for residential re-
roofing.  It was adopted in response to an overwhelming demand 
for windstorm inspections and certifications in the aftermath of 
Hurricane Rita.   While other areas of the Texas Coast experienced 
damage to varying degrees, the most significant impact was 
experienced throughout Jefferson and Chambers counties where 
recovery will be a long term process.  To assist with the increased 
workload of inspections in these two counties, the Texas 
Department of Insurance (TDI) has implemented the following re-
building plan: 
 

• Reassigned TDI inspection staff from other coastal field 
offices to the Beaumont field office on a temporary basis. 

 
• Teamed with Texas Windstorm Insurance Association 

(TWIA), independent contract inspectors for additional 
inspection assistance 

 
• Adopted rule §5.4606 to provide for the qualifications, 

requirements, and procedures for temporary appointment 
of additional qualified inspectors to conduct residential re-
roof inspections during the construction process, in 
Jefferson and Chambers counties for the period March 21, 
2006 through December 31, 2006. 
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TQI  QUALIFICATIONS 

 
     One of the following qualifications are necessary to be eligible 
for appointment as a Temporary Qualified Inspector (TQI): 
 

1) Certification as a Coastal Construction Inspector by 
International Code Council (ICC) and at least 2 years of 
construction, design, or inspection experience on 
structures located in high wind areas.  Copy of current 
ICC certificate with valid certificate number will be 
required. 

 
2) Registration through the Texas Board of Architectural 

Examiners as an Architect with construction, design, or 
inspection experience on structures located in high wind 
areas.  Copy of architect’s current Texas registration card 
will be required. 

 
3) Successful completion of both the following: 

a. at least two years technical or university training, 
at an accredited university in civil or architectural 
engineering,  architecture,  construction technology, 
or construction science and 

 
b. at least two years construction, design, or 

inspection experience on structures located in 
high wind areas. 

 
Certified copy of completed degree(s), certificate(s), or 
transcript(s) are to be submitted with the application 
form.  The application form may be obtained from the 
Windstorm Inspection program section of the TDI web 
site at http://www.tdi.state.tx.us/wind/index.html. 
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TQI  CONFLICT  OF  INTEREST 

 
     A temporary appointee shall not have a financial interest either 
directly or indirectly in or be employed by a business that is 
financially interested either directly or indirectly in the furnishing 
of labor, material, or appliances for the construction, alteration, or 
maintenance of any building, nor have current employment or 
accept compensation or accept other employment or compensation 
during the period of appointment which could reasonably be 
expected to impair the temporary appointee’s independence of 
judgment in the performance of inspections pursuant to this 
section. 
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SCOPE OF WORK 

 
TQI appointments are made with the following limitations: 
 

1. Windstorm re-roof inspections are to be 
conducted only on residential structures; this 
does not include apartments, townhomes or 
condominiums.  

  
2. Windstorm re-roof inspections are to be 

conducted only during the construction process.  
If you are called after the job is completed, refer 
owner or contractor to a Texas licensed engineer 
appointed by the Commissioner to do windstorm 
inspections.   

 
3. Windstorm inspections are to be conducted only 

on re-roofing projects or repairs greater than one 
square (100 square feet).  Be aware that re-
roofing projects may exclude areas such as 
carports and patios.  These are partial, not entire 
re-roofs.  In these cases, care must be taken to 
check the appropriate boxes on the Application 
Form (WPI-1) and Inspection Verification 
forms.   
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4. Windstorm re-roof inspections are to be 
conducted only in accordance with statutory and 
regulatory requirements and will be subject to  

oversight by TDI, in accordance with 28 TAC 
§5.4606.   

 
5. Windstorm re-roof inspections are to be 

conducted only in Jefferson and Chambers 
counties. 
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EFFECTIVE DATES 

 
     Temporary qualified inspector appointments are 
granted only for the period of time between March 
21, 2006 and December 31, 2006.  Extensions may 
be granted by TDI based on a demonstrated need in 
Jefferson or Chambers counties.   
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DOCUMENTATION 

 
     Quality windstorm inspections and certifications 
are a two part process: 
 
1. The inspection itself. 

 
 

2. The documentation which must be clear, 
accurate and thorough.    

 
  

Forms used in the TQI process are: 
 
a. Application for appointment as a TQI.  This is 

TEMP INSP-1. 
 

b. Initial Structure application.  This is the WPI-
1 (Needs to be submitted to TDI before the re-
roof process begins).  

 
c. Inspection Verification (Modified forms WPI-

2 and WPI-7 for Temporary Appointees). 
 
Sample forms are attached and should be reviewed 
thoroughly.  See Appendix for examples.  
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TQI RESPONSIBILITIES  

AND  
TDI EXPECTATIONS 

 
 Inspection duties cannot be delegated.  TQI’s are 
required to personally conduct on-roof  site visits for 
the purpose of verifying roofing system components 
such as decking, underlayment, nail size, nail pattern 
and to ensure that the roof coverings being used are in 
compliance and TDI approved.  These duties include 
climbing on the roof during the roofing process.  All 
roofing components of the roofing system MUST 
meet windstorm building code requirements in type, 
quality and method of application. 

 
 Appointed inspectors inspecting residential re-roofing 
in Jefferson and Chambers counties must confirm 
compliance with windstorm building code standards 
prior to certification of a roof.  
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RECOMMENDED EQUIPMENT 

 
Certain equipment is necessary not only to do a 
proper inspection but for the protection and personal 
safety of the inspector.  A list of highly recommended 
equipment follows:   
 

1) Ladder (lightweight, durable, minimum 13’ 
high). 

 
2) Proper footwear (supportive and “shingle” 

friendly). 
 
3) Hard hat (type 1, class E). 

 
4) Eye protection (safety glasses). 

 
5) Pitch meter (protractor). 

 
6) Tape measure (min 25’). 

 
7) Roofing guidebook (available from TDI). 

 
8) Digital camera. 

 
9) Product Evaluation reports. 
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RULE VIOLATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT 

 
     While TDI does not expect violations of the TQI rule, 
provision for enforcement has been made to address the 
situation should it occur.  In accordance with 28 TAC 
§5.4606(i), TQI’s will be subject to oversight by TDI.  In 
addition to any other remedy under the Texas Insurance 
Code Article 21.49 §6A, and Chapters 82 and 84, and 28 
TAC §5.4604, temporary appointees will also be subject to 
the emergency cease and desist provisions of Insurance 
Code Chapter 83 as indicated in 28 TAC §5.4606(m).   
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