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You may re-
member my last
column where I
explained how
busy and excited
we were while in
the last stage of our
American Library
Association (ALA)
reaccreditation of
the School’s Master’s
Program. Well, on
June 26, 2006, we

received the eagerly awaited decision docu-
ment (in letter form) from ALA’s Committee
on Accreditation (COA). The rejoicing
resounded throughout the second floor of the
Information Science Building when I
announced the words I read from the COA
Chair, Dr.Thomas W. Leonhardt:

“On behalf of 
the Committee 
on Accreditation
(COA) of the
American Library
Association, I am

pleased to report that the Committee voted to
approve continued accreditation of the pro-
gram leading to the degree of Master of Science
offered by the School of Library and
Information Sciences at the University of North
Texas. This decision was made during COA’s
meeting held June 24-26, 2006. Continued
accreditation of this program explicitly
includes all sites offering courses that are part
of the program listed above.The next compre-
hensive review is scheduled for spring 2013.”

All of the hard work of the internal con-
stituents (students, faculty, staff, and University
officials), as well as the external constituents
(alumni, Board of Advisors, and employers)
paid off with the receipt of the decision docu-
ment—we could not have succeeded without
the joint effort of the SLIS family! AAssssoocciiaattee
DDeeaann LLiinnddaa SScchhaammbbeerr deserves special com-
mendation for her diligence and proficiency in
gathering and assimilating data into a cogent
self-study report.

While SLIS celebrated COA’s decision, the
University’s Internal Auditors were winding up
a review of the School’s financial administra-
tion.Subsequent to my appointment as Dean, I
had requested the audit of SLIS’s finances for
the period September 1,2005 through July 31,
2006 to determine if the established controls
were in compliance with the University’s poli-
cies. In the meantime, I implemented several
procedural changes that I felt would improve
the fiscal management process.

On August 23, the University’s Internal
Auditor sent me the results of the review.You
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can imagine my relief when I read the follow-
ing from the Auditors’ report:

Controls related to fiscal management of
expenditures (purchasing card, travel, payroll,
and employee reimbursement) appear to be
effective and in compliance with University
policies. Since assuming the position of Dean
on September 1, 2005, Dr. Totten has imple-
mented the following procedural changes that
enhance the fiscal management process.
• The Dean has sole authority to approve

and sign financial items.
• A Budget Director was assigned to evalu-

ate and improve the current financial
processes and to assume responsibilities
regarding financial transactions.

• An Academic Budget Officer was hired to
evaluate and design an improved finan-
cial data reporting system and to assume
responsibilities regarding financial trans-
actions.

• The Budget Director and Academic Budget
officer will confer with the University
Budget Director to streamline SLIS
accounts to meet University standards for
budget allocation and appropriation.

During and immediately following our
preparation and completion of our reaccredita-
tion process, we have been working to com-
plete a similar process,another self-study report,
the Doctoral Program Assessment Project
(DPAP) for SLIS’s Interdisciplinary Information
Sciences (IIS) Ph.D. Program.The major foci of
the assessment are the Program’s mission and
design, the quality of SLIS faculty (research and
scholarship), student demand, the quality of
applicants, and student outcomes.The purpose
of the assessment is to affirm continuing quality
and competitiveness in the doctoral program,as
well as to ensure appropriate use of financial
and intellectual resources. Having completed
the self-study ensures that the programs are
equipped to provide accurate and appropri-
ate information to the public and to the
University’s certifying agency, The Texas
Higher Education Coordinating Board.

Like the ALA-COA reaccreditation process,
the DPAP self-study has increased our under-
standing of the School as a whole, its strengths
and weaknesses,and how our IIS Ph.D.Program
fits into the larger picture of all doctoral pro-
grams in the State of Texas.The Toulouse School
of Graduate Studies (TSGS) distributed the final
DPAP reports Friday, October 6, 2006 to exter-
nal reviewers who will evaluate our report and
provide feedback. Another special commenda-
tion to AAssssoocciiaattee DDeeaann LLiinnddaa SScchhaammbbeerr for her
tireless work to achieve the completion of the
DPAP self-study! 

Submitting the DPAP self-study left us all
with a great feeling of accomplishment.Yet,as is
the nature of academia, SLIS is still in the midst
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of many projects, including planning for
the implementation of its Unit Academic
Plan. We began the process in 2005 of
tying SLIS’s initiatives to the University’s
Academic Plan, and then submitted the
final draft of the plan to Academic Affairs
earlier this year. Unlike the plans of the
past,this year’s unit academic plans reflect
the underlying themes of the University’s
Academic Plan, as well as the University’s
Strategic Plan. By promoting UNT’s
themes—diversity,partnerships,and inter-
disciplinarity—SLIS plays its part in a uni-
fied strategy to enable the whole
University to reach its goals. In fact, the
SLIS faculty devoted part of its Fall Retreat
to “Planning to Plan,”an eight-hour session
facilitated by Bonnie Juergens, Executive
Director of Amigos Library Services, Inc.,
to prepare the faculty for SLIS’s strategic
planning process.The SLIS faculty collabo-
rated to identify desired outcomes, deter-
mined a feasible timeline, and identified
key strategic issues for SLIS.

Another part of the retreat was spent
addressing SLIS’s response to COA’s five
concerns and discussing SLIS’s recom-

mendations that were identified during
the ALA reaccreditation self-study.The last
day of the retreat was spent planning
another of SLIS’s priorities, a search for
four new faculty members.A session enti-
tled “Planning your destiny---imagining
your future,” facilitated by Greg
McQueen, UNT’s Senior Vice President
for Advancement and President, UNT

Foundation,Inc.,reminded the faculty that
adding four new faculty members will
change the entire culture of the faculty.
The process,dubbed “The Perfect Search”
by Dr.McQueen,entails identifying the val-
ues of a good search, the strengths and
weaknesses of the existing faculty, the
challenges of change, the implementation
of the actual search, and the communica-
tion of the plan to all stakeholders.Also,
the faculty voted during the session to

designate the School Library program 
position to the Hazel Harvey Peace
Professorship.

As you can tell, as also can be the
nature of academia, SLIS has entered into
what I affectionately call the “Era of
Planning.” It probably is most obvious to
you as readers that it is with tremendous
pride that I report this Era of Planning that
includes both joy and successes,as well as
concerns and challenges, for SLIS’s admin-
istrators, faculty, staff, and students. You
may have guessed by now what a privi-
lege I feel it is to serve as the Dean of the
finest library and information studies pro-
gram in the nation! And,as always, I antici-
pate and welcome your valued comments
and suggestions as our SLIS continues to
move forward.

Dr.Herman L.Totten

Dean Totten can be reached at 940-565-2731
or at htotten@unt.edu/  

FEATURES

2005 SLIS GRADUATE MAKES
LIBRARY JOURNAL COVER

Shikun “KK”Jiang (MS ’05) not only graced the cover of the
October 15,2006 issue of Library Journal,but also was given an
interesting write-up by Editor-at-Large John N. Berry III (p. 33).
Shikun, nicknamed “KK” by family and friends, represents the
Class of 2005 on Library Journal’s cover and in this year’s
Placements & Salaries feature*. The article terms KK, an Oak
Ridge Institute for Science Fellow at the Information Center (IC)
of the U.S.Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta,GA,as “ a mod-
ern information professional.”

KK describes the IC as a crucial resource. “Scholars and
researchers come into the IC or consult via the web. My major
responsibility is a part of the internal web site for our staff, to
make it more accessible, to organize the information so it’s easi-
er to consult.”She says her position is “more like a postgraduate
fellowship, so it is a true learning experience for me.”

KK expressed how grateful she is to UNT Professor Ana
Cleveland and her informatics classes:“I found out what a won-
derful field medical informatics is,with its interactions with peo-
ple and its connections to public health. It is a field that really
helps people.I loved our class studies in the information-seeking
behavior of healthcare providers.” She also expresses her grati-
tude to SLIS Assistant Professor Jiangping Chen,with whom she
worked for a year as teaching assistant. Under Dr. Chen’s guid-
ance,“KK learned to design and develop instructional materials,
databases, and class web sites.”The article also described other
learning experiences such as ”participating in a 2004 competi-
tion to demonstrate the use of natural-language processing tech-
niques to answer questions.” Her participation in the Eaglerad

Database Project,
under Dr.Chen,added
to her skills in data-
base design and man-
agement.” During her
graduate study, KK
served as an assistant
in the Digital Project
Laboratory of UNT’s
Willis Library, where
“she developed tal-
ents in teamwork and
indexing and metada-
ta work by participat-
ing in the library’s dig-
itization and archival
projects.” For her
required practicum,
KK served as a volun-
teer working on the
information & referral (I&R) database of the Denton Family
Resource Center that provides services to the poor.

KK earned the bachelors degree in engineering in electron-
ics and information technology at the College of Electronics and
Information Engineering at South China University of
Technology, one of China’s key universities. KK says that her
undergraduate degree was “in pure technology. It was too ‘cold’
and wasn’t exactly the field in which I wanted to work.” She
reports that she found the warmth she sought in the UNT infor-
matics program.

*The survey found the average 2005 starting salary to be
$40,118. Photo  courtesy of Library Journal.

SLIS Master’s Program
reaccredited  for full

seven years.
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Although a majority of SLIS
graduates serve in public or
technical service positions or

become administrators in aca-
demic, public, school, or the usual special
libraries, a surprising number hold nontradi-
tional positions or work in unusual settings.
Nontraditional refers to areas such as pub-
lishing, bibliographic utility, technical writ-
ing, indexing, bookstore ownership/man-
agement, digital imaging, preservation, web-
site designing/management, and software
designing, or they are museum curators,
archivist, library vendors, information bro-
kers, or genealogist. Other graduates carry
out traditional functions in nontraditional
settings or nontraditional functions in tradi-
tional settings. Here are a few examples of
our alumni who hold such positions.

DDrreeaannnnaa BBeellddeenn
(MS ’03) serves as coor-
dinator of grants and
development at the
UNT Libraries. Her pri-
mary work focuses on
the Portal to Texas
History, a digital gate-
way to collections held

in libraries, museums, historical societies,
and archives. She manages collaborative
partnerships with forty-five partners,
recruits new participants, and designs new
projects. As an example, she spearheaded
the grant-funded project “Lorenzo de Zavala
Online.”Ten institutions contributed to the
project, resulting in a remarkable online
resource with materials in English, Spanish
and French. She also provides digitization
training at professional meetings for organi-
zations such as the TLA. Dreanna serves on
the SLIS Alumni Society Board and has been
selected by TLA as the Texas representative
to the American Library Association’s 2007
Emerging Leadership Institute (see p. 20).

DDaavviidd BBiiggwwoooodd
(MS ’93) is cataloger at
the Lunar and Planetary
Institute in Houston.
The Institute, housed
in the USRA Center 
for Advanced Space
Studies, one of the 18
international NASA

Regional Planetary Image Facilities, focuses
on academic participation in studies of the
current state, evolution, and formation of

the solar system.Much of the material David
catalogs require original cataloging and is in
formats such as images, videos, globes,
maps, electronic resources, and models.
“The library is scanning important docu-
ments and maps from the Apollo era and
making them available on our Web site.I add
metadata to the PDF files that are publicly
accessible,” he adds.

KKaattiiee CChhaauummoonntt
(MS ’04) is a research
analyst at Spencer
Stuart, a private exec-
utive search firm that
operates out of 50
offices in 25 coun-

tries. The company conducts executive
level searches for senior leadership and
board positions across all industries, func-
tions, and company sizes. Katie, who is
responsible for providing research support
for her local office, extracts information
from a variety of sources on biographical
and work history and looks for favorable
and unfavorable articles available in the pub-
lic domain.

SSaannddyy EEcchhtt’s (MLS
’74), Associate Editor,
H.W.Wilson Co., serves
as an indexer for
Business Periodicals
Index (BPI).She reports
that although it is not
required, H.W. Wilson
prefers to hire those
with MLS degrees for

indexer positions. BPI indexers are each
assigned a list of magazines for which
he/she is responsible for selecting and
indexing the articles. Each indexer is
expected to index about 40 articles a day.
Sandy reports, “There’s always too much
work and the days fly by! I never look at the
clock and think the day is dragging—on the
contrary,I’ll look at the clock and think,how
did it get to be so late?”

JJuuddyy GGeeee (MS 97)
says “there are plenty of
opportunities for infor-
mation workers.” For
her company, Herac,
located in Houston,
she provides technical,

intellectual property, and marketing analy-
sis and reports for industries in the energy
section, semiconductor,bioprocesses,petro-

chemical, and nano-technical areas. On one
recent assignment, she reorganized a com-
pany’s intranet and e-commerce sites using
information architecture.

NNaatthhaann HHaallll (MS
’06) has been named
digital projects manager
at the Photographic
Preservation Society in
Fort Worth, a nonprofit
organization designed to
preserve at-risk histori-

cally significant photographic collections.
He oversees the lab operations and is
responsible for the care, digitization, and
documentation of historical photographic
collections for archival and preservation
purposes. He also utilizes databases and
backups to store the images and metadata
for both the collection owner and the
Society,as well as maintains the Society’s vir-
tual museum online.Nathan says it,“requires
a solid grasp of technology and the ability to
adapt and change as new technologies
emerge.” Nathan is a student in the
Interdisciplinary Ph.D. program.

KKaayy HHaarroolldd (MS
’06), Online Instructional
Specialist at Ashford
University, Clinton, Iowa,
is responsible for moni-
toring and evaluating
online instructor train-
ing for all new instruc-
tors. “Because I earned

my degree as an online student,” she says,
“I felt that I had real life experience that
would assist future students in pursuing
their degrees as distant learners.”

JJaannaa HHiillll (MS ’03), who specialized in
digital image management for her SLIS
degree, is Assistant Registrar of Collection
Information at the Amon Carter Museum,
Fort Worth.She is responsible for administra-
tion of the collection management system,
the database where all of the
information about
the collection and
exhibitions is stored.
She also monitors data
quality and does much
of the cataloging. The
museum’s permanent
collection consists of
almost 300,000 objects,

Play the Game of SLIS Success!
Nontraditional Positions and Settings

SLIS

Success
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HHeerrmmaann LL.. TTootttteenn
Professor and Dean  

LLiinnddaa SScchhaammbbeerr
Associate Professor 
and Associate Dean 

FFAACCUULLTTYY

YYvvoonnnnee CChhaannddlleerr
Associate Professor and
Coordinator of the 
Las Vegas Program

CChheenn JJiiaannggppiinngg 
Assistant Professor

AAnnaa DD.. CClleevveellaanndd
Professor and Director of the
Houston Program

DDoonnaalldd BB.. CClleevveellaanndd
Professor Emeritus

JJoohhnn CCoorrbbiinn
Professor Emeritus

KKaatthheerriinnee CCvveelljjoo
Professor Emeritus

LLaarrrryy EEnnoocchh
Lecturer

EElliizzaabbeetthh FFiiggaa
Assistant Professor

SShhaawwnnee MMiikkssaa
Assistant Professor

WWiilllliiaamm MMooeenn
Associate Professor and
TxCDK Interim Director

MMaarrggaarreett IIrrbbyy NNiicchhoollss
Professor Emeritus

BBrriiaann OO’’CCoonnnnoorr
Professor and
Associate Director of the
Ph.D. Program

GGuuiilllleerrmmoo OOyyaarrccee
Assistant Professor

CCaarrooll SSiimmppssoonn
Associate Professor
(modified service)

continued on p. 6

Margaret Nichols, who terms herself “our
oldest living graduate,” posed these questions:
“Who are the typical SLIS graduate students and
what brought them to the program?”In seeking
to find out, I pulled several biographies from
my recent (last five or so years) Government
Information classes to search for answers. I 
discovered there is no such person as a 
“typical” SLIS graduate student. SLIS students
span the generations, fit every demographic,
and are master jugglers who keep
family, school, work, and play all in
the air at once. And I discovered
that SLIS students have intriguing
backgrounds that led them along Life’s
Pathways to discover Enlightenment
when at last they responded to the
Siren Call of SLIS.

Teaching is a natural path to
librarianship. BBeevveerrlleeee WWaarrrreenn (MS
‘02) (see also p.4) discovered SLIS as a second
career after raising and home schooling her
three children. MMiicchhaaeell CCooookkee (MS ’03) taught
high school German for 15 years before becom-
ing an elementary school librarian. SShhaannnnoonn
CChhaammbbeerrllaaiinn (MS ’04) taught English at a
Catholic high school before becoming a stay-at-
home mom and starting the SLIS program.
DDeebbbbiiee HHaayyss (MS ’02) was a preschool and
kindergarten teacher for 13 years before joining
a public library. DDeebboorraahh DDrraakkee (MS ‘03) taught
social studies/history while starting a small
public library in Ranger, TX with her husband.
Although the Drakes have moved away, the
library is still in operation.

Is there a secret Air
Force connection with
SLIS?  JJiimm WWiillssoonn (MS ‘05)
(see also p.20) served four
years in the Air Force and
worked for an oilfield serv-
ice company before discov-
ering life in a small public
library. AAlleexxiiss LLiinnoosskkii (MS
‘03) worked in civil serv-
ice for over seven years as
an Air Force human
resource specialist. PPaattrriicciiaa KKiinngg (MS ‘00)
played in an Air Force Band eight years
prior to band directing in a middle school.
JJeerrrryy SSaaddbbeerrrryy (MS ‘06) served in the
Air Force and played in field bands
(1968-72); he marched in a parade

THERE WERE MANY PATHS 
ON THE ROAD TO SLIS SUCCESS….

By Melody Kelly (MLS ’73)

celebrating the return of Neil Armstrong to his
hometown in 1969. MMaarrtthhaa KKiirrttlleeyy’s (MS ‘03)
son is a real rocket scientist currently working
for the Air Force designing space propulsion
systems! 

JJaammiiee PPrriiddeeaauuxx (MS ‘03) worked as an
activities director at a retirement community
and PPaatt JJoonneess (MS ‘03) was a caseworker for
Harris County Protective Services.

DDeeee DDeeee GGoollddeenn (MS ’85) worked as a
social services director for a nurs-
ing home and later as a case work-
er for Children’s Services prior to
becoming a library assistant.

JJeerrrryy HHuuddssoonn (MS ‘03) listed
high tech—avionics, lasers, etc.—
as his background. VViiccttoorriiaa LLuumm
(MS ‘06) was an asset manager for
both the U.S. and Asia markets as
well as a venture capital project

manager in Silicon Valley. SShhaarroonn BBoooonn (‘02)
worked 28 years in business, 23 of them for a
chemical manufacturing company. PPaattrriicciiaa
AAllffoorrdd,current student,was a clinical veterinar-
ian for great ape colonies for 22 years. Patricia
should meet SSuuee WWiillllmmaann (MS ‘02), who spent
two weeks as an Earthwatch volunteer for
Roger Fouts who worked with Washoe (the
first chimpanzee to be taught sign language
since the mid 1960s), and in 1990, she did a
phone interview for a research assistant posi-
tion to work with Koko the signing gorilla.

Then there is the family connection.
DDaavviidd PPooppee worked at Delta Air Lines and
followed his mother into librarianship.

AAnnnniiee DDoowwnneeyy (MS ‘04)
shared the SLIS program
experience with her broth-
er-in-law. JJooee JJaacckkssoonn (MS
‘02) taught in community
college for 17 years, but
had never worked in a
library; three cousins who
are librarians talked him
into joining the profes-
sion. AAlleexx SSiimmmmoonnss,
current student, summed
it up this way: “I am 

married to a librarian, my mother is
a retired librarian, and my sister has
been a librarian/lawyer/trainer for a

long time. I don’t know why I didn’t
get into the profession sooner, but
hey, better late than never!”

“SLIS students are
master jugglers who
keep family, school,
work and play all in

the air at once.”
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BBaarrbbaarraa SStteeiinn MMaarrttiinn
Professor

PPhhiilliipp TTuurrnneerr
Professor and
Vice Provost for Learning
Enhancement

MMaauurriiccee WWhheeeelleerr
Associate Professor

SSTTAAFFFF

BBeettttyy BBuurrcchh
Budget Director

LLeeAAnnnnee CCooffffeeyy
Admissions Assistant

JJuurrhheeee CCuurrttiiss
External Affairs Coordinator

TToobbyy FFaabbeerr
Academic Counselor

KKeevviinn HHaanneeyy
Associate Dean’s Assistant and
Ph.D.Assistant

PPaauullaa KKiinngg
Special Assistant to the Dean

AAllaann LLiivviinnggssttoonn
Graduate General Assess Lab
Manager and Website Manager

GGaarryy MMaatthheewwss
Computer Systems Manager

MMyyrrnnaa MMeeddiinnaa
Administrative Assistant

JJoohhnn PPiippeess
Faculty Assistant

TTiisshhaa PPiippeess
Academic Budget Officer

MMiikkee PPuulllliinn
Program/Project Specialist

CChhaarrlloottttee TThhoommaass
Web Institute Coordinator

GGaarryy WWeerrcchhaann
Program/Project Coordinator
of LE@D

MMaarrggaarreett YYaatteess
Development Officer

continued from p. 5

CCiinnddyy BBeellmmaarr and her sister CChhrriiss GGiillll
Cindy and Chris were avid readers as chil-

dren and remember spending many summer
afternoons riding their bikes to the library in
White Bear Lake, MN. Both graduated from the
University of Minnesota with degrees in educa-
tion, but continued their love affair with
libraries.When they relocated to Houston,Chris
entered the UNT Houston program; her sister
followed a year later.After working eight years
as a school librarian in the Houston area, Chris
(MS ’97) recently moved to Atlanta, GA and
accepted a position as a media specialist in the
Cobb County School District. Cindy (MS ’00) is
a public services librarian at the Westgate
Campus, Houston Community College.They are
roomies at conventions, and always are on the
lookout for items that will help each other in
their work.“We love our jobs and feel blessed to
have received such great training at UNT.”

BBiillllyy BBiillbbrreeyy, wife MMaarryy BBiillbbrreeyy, and daughter
AAllyysshhaa BBiillbbrreeyy

Billy Bilbrey, current student in his last
semester, is following his wife Mary (MS ’04) and
daughter Alysha (MS ‘06) into the profession.
Mary is librarian at B.H. Macon Elementary
School in Balch Springs, which is in South
Dallas. She has tripled the circulation of her
library and implemented several successful
reading programs. Alysha, who graduated with
an Advanced Certificate in Management, cur-
rently works at the Baylor College of Dentistry.
She is engaged to the man of her dreams and is
to be married on a beach in Hawaii in January.
Billy, who is legally blind, is working toward a
general degree with a storytelling certificate.

LLuuccyy BBuucchhwwaalldd and her parents DDoonnaalldd and
CCaarroollee BBuucchhwwaalldd  

Lucy (MS ’82) recruited her parents to UNT
SLIS after Don’s retirement from the U.S.Army
at the rank of Lt. Colonel. Don and Carole (both
MS ’86), now retired, spent their library careers
in Corpus Christi, Carol as consultant with the
South Texas Library System and Don as head of
reference at Texas A&M-Corpus Christi. They

moved to Hot Springs Village,AR at the time of
retirement and have recently moved to Virginia.
After serving several years at a post library in
Italy, Lucy is back in the states serving as library
director of the post library at Fort Knox,
Kentucky.

JJoonneell CCoonnddrroonn and her granddaughter YYvvoonnnnee
CCoonnddrroonn

After a number of years as a school librari-
an, Jonel Condron (MLS ’68) came to North
Texas as the library science librarian. Alums
who were students between 1966 and 1980
will remember that she set an example of 
how library services should be conducted.
Granddaughter Yvonne remembers that when
she was a little girl her grandmother would take
her up the stairs in the Information Science
Building to the Library Science Library where
she would ask her,“What do you want to read
about?” and then go flipping through the card
catalog. After completing her degree, Yvonne
(MS ‘01) was at the Business Information
Center, Cox School of Business, Southern
Methodist University, before moving to her cur-
rent position as Adult Services Librarian at
Carrollton Public Library.

AAlliiccee LLoowwrryy and her daughter EEddeenn LLoowwrryy
Alice Lowry has served 19 years as an ele-

mentary school librarian in the Garland ISD.
Her introduction to the field was in 1958 when
she took the one-hour required course for
freshmen on how to use the library with
Margaret Irby Nichols as instructor. Some years
after completing the bachelor’s degree in 1962,
she decided to enter the graduate program and
received the MLS in 1983 and the CAS in 1985.
Eden Lowry, current student, got an early intro-
duction to the field. As a toddler she often
attended classes with Alice, napping on her
mother’s lap, “reading” her book, or playing
with her doll. Eden’s specialization is in the
health/medical informatics program. She is cur-
rently employed at the Baylor Tom Landry
Fitness Center in Dallas.

FOLLOWING IN FAMILY FOOTSTEPS:

A Few SLIS Legacies

continued on p. 7

SLIS has had many legacies among its graduates—daughters and
sons, grandchildren, siblings, nieces and nephews—who followed
their relatives into librarianship. An article in the spring 2006
issue of Call Number featured Mary Lankford (BA ’52) and
Lynnette Jordan (MLS ’78), mother and daughter, who are SLIS
graduates.We have begun our search to find other legacies and call upon you
to help us identify them. We will tell their stories in issues to come. Here are a
few discovered so far.
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EEvvaa PPoooollee, chair, Dir. of
Librs., Denton Pub Libr.;
JJaaccqquueelliinnee AAlllleenn, Dir. of
Librs. & Imaging Servs.,
Dallas Mus. of Art; MMaarrtthhaa
BBeeddaarrdd, Prof,Assoc. Dean
and Dir., Med. Sciences
Libr.,Texas A&M Univ.;
BBaarrbbaarraa BBllaakkee,Admin.,
Chinati Foundation; RReenneeee
BBoouuggaarrdd,Assoc. Dir., Nat’l
Network of Librs. of
Medicine,Tx Med. Center
Lib.; MMaarrggaarreett CCaarrrroollll,
Doctoral Teaching Fellow,
former Dir., Microsoft Las
Colinas Libr.; BBoobbbbyy CCaarrtteerr,
Assoc.Vice-Pres. for Info.
Res. & Dir., Lewis Libr.,
UNT Health Sci. Center.;
LLiissaa CCaassttrroo, Dir. Libr. Servs,
Art Inst. of Dallas; CCoolleeeenn
CCooookk, Dean, Sterling C.
Evans Lib.,Texas A&M
Univ.; EElliizzaabbeetthh EEaattoonn, Ex.
Dir., Houston Acad. of
Medicine – TMC Lib;
MMaarrcceelliinnoo EEssttrraaddaa, Dir.,Tx.
St. Law Libr.,Austin; OOssccaarr
GGaarrcciiaa, Dean, Coll. of Engr.,
UNT; NNooeemmii GGaarrzzaa, Ref.
Libr., Brazosport Coll. Libr.;
DDeebbrraa GGiibbssoonn, Coord.
Northeast Tx Libr. Systm.,
DDoonnaalldd GGrroossee, Dean, UNT
Librs.; SSeebbaassttiiaann HHaammmmeerr,
CEO, Index Data; LLyynnnnee
HHaannddyy, Ex. Dir., North Tx.
Reg. Libr. Systm.; AAmmyy
HHaarrddiinn, Medical Libr.
Man.,Tandy Sci. Lib.,
Methodist Med. Center; PPaatt
HHaarrrriiss; Fred Heath,Vice
Provost and Dir. of Gen.
Librs, Univ. of Tx at Austin;
KKaatthhyy HHooffffmmaann, Ex. Dir.,
Univ. of TX M.D.Anderson
Cancer Ctr. Res. Med. Libr.;
JJooaann HHoowwllaanndd, Prof. of Law
and Assoc. Dean for Info. &
Tech., Univ. of Minn. Law
School;

SLIS BOARD 
OF ADVISORS

continued on p. 8

LLaaddyy KKaattee MMeeddddeerrss and her
granddaughter KKaatthheerriinnee
((KKiippppyy)) JJaaggooee MMaasssseeyy 

Beginning in 1935/36,
Lady Kate Medders,who had
taught previously in the
English Department, offered
classes designed to meet
requests for training of
teacher-librarians for
school library positions.

Mrs. Medders continued to teach courses
up through the creation of the Department
of Library Service within the College of
Arts and Sciences (1939) and until her
retirement in 1953. Her granddaughter,
Katherine (Kippy), grew up on the campus and
received both the B.A. (’66) and MLS (‘74)
degrees from SLIS. Over the years she served in
several academic and public library settings.
Currently, she is owner of Pearson Publishing, a
new company based in Corpus Christi,TX.

WWeennddyy SScchhnneeiiddeerr and her daughter TTrraaccyy
DDeemmmmoo

After completing the degree at the Houston
program in 1993,Wendy Schneider joined Harris
County Public Library System as a children’s
librarian. Currently, she is co-director of the
Tomball College and Community Library, Harris
County’s newest joint use facility that provides
cradle-to-grave library services on a community
college campus. Daughter Tracy, who completed
the degree in 1993, spent two years as a special
projects librarian at the O’Quinn Law Library at
the University of Houston, where she was
responsible for establishing the Judge John R.
Brown Archive. Inspired by her work at the law
library,Tracy pursued a law degree at New York
University, graduating magna cum laude in 1998.
She is currently a corporate associate specializ-
ing in private equity at Debevoise & Plimpton
LLP in New York. She reports that she hopes to
return to library work some day.

AAnnnnee SShheerriiddaann and her uncle DDrr.. RRoobbeerrtt MMaarrttiinn
Anne, a former 7th grade teacher who

received the MS degree in 2005,has opened two
new school libraries at Frisco (TX) ISD.“I love my
job!”Anne says.“I have the opportunity to impact
every student and faculty member in my school.
I have the pleasure of exposing students and
teachers to wonderful literature and the joy of
reading. I have the responsibility of helping to
expand student learning through research,
enabling them to connect the information they
are learning in the classroom to our world.” She
follows her uncle into the profession. Robert
Martin (MS ‘79) is Lillian Bradshaw Distinguished
Professor of Library Science, School of Library &
Information Studies, Texas Woman’s University,
and former director of both the Institute of
Museum and Library Services (IMLS) in

Washington, D.C. and the Texas State Library &
Archives Commission.

JJooee SSppeecchhtt and his sister MMeellooddyy SSppeecchhtt KKeellllyy
Joe Specht (MLS ’72),who is library director

at McMurry University, Abilene,TX,always attrib-
utes any professional success his little sister
Melody Specht Kelly has achieved to his taking in
hand her graduate education. Joe encouraged
Melody to follow him into the SLIS program
while she was working on her MA in history (he
also has an MA in history from UNT) and to join
him as a part-time employee in the UNT 
Libraries.When the editor asked Melody to reply
to Joe’s claim, she said,“I owe everything to my
big brother.” Melody (MLS ’74) is Associate Dean
of Libraries at UNT, where she has spent her
entire professional career. Joe recently pub-
lished The Women There Don’t TreatYou Mean:
Abilene in Song (State House Press, 2006). His
wife,Alice Specht, is Dean of Libraries at Hardin-
Simmons University in Abilene.

RRoobbeerrtt WWiilllliinngghhaamm,, JJrr.. and his father RRoobbeerrtt
WWiilllliinngghhaamm,, SSrr..

Shortly after completing the MLS in 1972,
Robert Willingham, Jr. began working at
Southeast Missouri State University (SMSU)
library where he continues to serve as cataloger
of audiovisual materials. A second Masters in
Instructional Technology from Utah State
University (1980) has been especially useful in
his work. He and his wife Patricia, a
reference/government documents librarian also
at SMSU, have four sons, plus a new granddaugh-
ter.Robert,Sr.,who received the first Bachelor of
Science degree from the School (1940) after it
became a department in the College of Arts and
Sciences in 1939, was named a distinguished
alumnus in 1990. He served as director of the
Southeastern Oklahoma State Teachers College
in Durant for a couple of years after receiving his
doctorate in English from the University of
Oklahoma. In 1971, he joined the English
Department faculty at the University of Kansas
where he spent the remainder of his career. He
died earlier this year.

Other legacies we have heard about
include: GGaayyllee WWiillkkiinnssoonn (MS ’84), retired from
Hurst-Euless-Bedford ISD as a librarian, her
brother SSaamm TThhoommaass, retired from Fort Worth
Public, and Sam’s wife HHoollllyy TThhoommaass (MS ’91),
currently at Fort Worth Public; and MMaarrtthhaa
((MMccKKiinnnneeyy SScchhoocchh)) TThhoommaassoonn (MLS ’76) and
her mother CCaarrmmeenn MMccKKiinnnneeyy (BA ’43).

Please send information about other SLIS
legacies to Call Number editor Margaret Irby
Nichols at nichols2514@charter.net/ or 2514
Royal Lane, Denton, TX 76209, or by phone at
940/382-9777.

Legacies, continued from  p. 6

Kippy Massey
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The SLIS faculty chooses distinguished
library and information scientists and persons
from related fields to serve three-year terms on
the School’s Advisory Board. This group of
about 50 members meets each spring to offer
invaluable insights into preparation needs of
students entering the profession.Two members
of this eminent group, Jana Knezek and Eva
Poole, are highlighted below.

JJaannaa KKnneezzeekk,current president of the Texas
Library Association, was the SLIS campus gradu-
ation convocation speaker in August 2006. She
also is a SLIS clinical faculty member. Jana has
served as Director of Library and Textbook
Services, Northside Independent School

District, San Antonio,
since 2000. In that
capacity, she directed
the award winning
American Association
of School Librarians’
National School Library
Media Program of the
Year in 2004. Although
most of her profession-
al experience has been

in school library settings, she was library direc-
tor of Olney (Texas) Community Library and

Arts Center, a school/public library, for 10 years.
Jan holds an MLS degree from the University of
Hawaii and a B.S. from McMurry College,
Abilene,TX.

EEvvaa PPoooollee, Director of Libraries, City of
Denton since 1993, is
the current SLIS Board
of Advisors chair. Long
an active member of
the American Library
Association, she was
recently elected to
serve a three-year term
on the Board of
Directors of the Public
Library Association, an
ALA division.She has held numerous leadership
roles in the Texas Library Association, serving as
president in 2003-04, and currently chairing the
Tocker Foundation Committee. Her current
community service activities include serving on
the Presbyterian Hospital of Denton Women’s
Advisory Board and chairing the United Way of
Denton County. Eva delivered the SLIS gradua-
tion convocation address in summer 2005. She
holds both the BA and MLS degrees from Texas
Woman’s University and is a UNT President’s
Council member.

NEVADA
WEB 
INSTITUTE

Over the 2006
Labor Day weekend,
Nevada Cohort III
kicked off to a great
start with 61 students
from Nevada, Utah,
Minnesota, and other states in attendance. DDrr..
YYvvoonnnnee CChhaannddlleerr, Coordinator of the Nevada
Cohort Program; CChhaarrlloottttee TThhoommaass, SLIS Web
Institute Coordinator; and teaching assistants
SShhiimmeelliiss AAsssseeffaa and MMaarrqquueell AAnntteeoollaa greeted the
new students.The Institute began with the tradi-
tional pre-institute dinner held at the French
Market Buffet in the Orleans Hotel & Casino.

During the first semester, the students are
enrolled in two courses: SLIS 5000, Introduction
to Information Professions, and SLIS 5600,
Introduction to Information Access and
Retrieval. Classes began on Friday morning at
the Armagosa Classroom in the Lied Library on
the campus of the University of Nevada, Las

Vegas.Over the course of the weekend, students
received instruction and participated in lab
exercises to begin work on the two courses.

On Sunday evening, Dr. Chandler hosted an
evening of games and advising. While munching
on pizza, salads, and desserts, the students got to
know each other by sharing a secret that
nobody knows about them and by naming their
dream job. While the students were getting
acquainted, Dr. Chandler and Charlotte Thomas
talked with each student about his/her educa-
tional career and degree plan. Throughout the
weekend and until the Web Institute ended on
Monday, the “SLIS Starbucks” was operated by
Nevada Cohort I alum Michael Frazier (MS ‘04).

SSaarraa JJoonneess, Nevada St.
Librn.; Lynnete Jordan,
Advisor, Exxon Mobil
Corp’s Global Info. Manag.
Servs.; BBoonnnniiee JJuueerrggeennss,
Ex. Dir.,Amigos Lib. Servs.;
JJaannaa KKnneezzeekk, Dir. of Libr.
and Textbook Servs.,
Northside ISD; JJoohhnn
LLeeggggeetttt, Dir., Ctr. for Study
of Digital Librs., Prof,
Computer Sci.,Texas A&M
Univ., MMaarriillyynn MMaassoonn, Ex.
Dir.,Webjunction, OCLC;
GGiilllliiaann MMccCCoommbbss, Dean
and Dir. of Librs., SMU;
JJooaann MMiittcchheellll, Ed. in Chief,
OCLC; JJuuddyy RRaassbbeerrrryy, RN,
MS, Edu. Coord., Medical
Ctr. of Lewisville; DDaannaa
RRooookkss, Dean of Librs.,
Univ. of Houston; KKaatthhyy
RRooyyaallll, Lib. Media Splst,
Eisenhower Interm. Sch.
Libr., Mansfield ISD; PPeeggggyy
RRuudddd, Dir. and Librn,Tx St.
Libr. and Archives Comm.;
RRaammiirroo SSaallaazzaarr, Dir., San
Antonio Pub. Libr.; SSuussaann
SSkkyyzziinnsskkii;; PPaattrriicciiaa SSmmiitthh,
Ex. Dir.,TLA; LLaauurriiee
TThhoommppssoonn, Dir. of Librs.
UT Southwestern Medical
Ctr.; PPaauull TThhoommppssoonn, Sr.,
Assoc. Prof., Computer
Sci., Dartmouth College.

SLIS BOARD 
OF ADVISORS
continued from p. 7

JANA KNEZEK  
EVA POOLE
Featured SLIS Board of Advisor Members
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HOUSTON 
BACK-TO-SCHOOL BASH

A fun and festive event to welcome back current students
in the Houston program was held on September 2 at the
University of Houston Law Center Commons. Alumni and
their families were invited to join students and faculty for a
joyful occasion to network and exchange thoughts about the
school and faculty. Spencer Simons, director of the O’Quinn
Law Library, assisted in hosting the event.

About 120 attendees enjoyed the colorful piñata and som-
brero decorations and the buffet table of assorted Mexican
delights. Dean Herman Totten and Dr. Ana Cleveland, director
of the Houston program, welcomed the group. Activities
included distribution of exciting door prizes by Jodi Philbrick
and Alexandra Simons, assistant director and student coordina-
tor of the Houston Program respectively, and talking with Dr.
Don Cleveland about the early days of the program. Dr. Larry

Enoch and the rest of the SLIS 5200 Web Institute teaching
team took time off to join the festivities, along with Houston
adjunct faculty members Pat Bozeman, Laura Koltutsky, and
Jimmy Newland. Linda Breaker (MS ’98) of the Houston
Alumni Association, and Margaret Yates, SLIS development offi-
cer, also joined the group. Graduates from the first to the most
recent Houston class attended.What a great way to kick off the
fall semester! 

COMMENCEMENT 
CEREMONIES
DDeennttoonn ccaammppuuss,, SSpprriinngg 22000066

The spring graduation ceremony on
campus, at Murchison Performance Arts
Center, was one to remember. SLIS gradu-
ate (MS ’92) Gretchen McCord Hoffmann,
immediate Past President of the Texas
Library Association and attorney with
Fulbright & Joworski, was guest speaker.
Her address was titled “Follow Your
Passions Down the Professional Path.” Dr.
Elizabeth Figa introduced student speak-
er Lance McGrath (MS ’06), an online stu-
dent who traveled from Nampa, Idaho to
deliver his talk. Lance is on the faculty of
Northwest Nazarene University where he
serves as the user services librarian in the
Riley Library. Dean Herman Totten
expressed how wonderful it was to have
Gretchen, who graduated from our face-
to-face program, and Lance, a graduate of
the distributed  learning program, to rep-
resent SLIS at the ceremony. Four
Bachelors, 106 Masters, and five Ph.D.
degrees were awarded.

DDeennttoonn ccaammppuuss,, SSuummmmeerr 22000066

The summer graduation con-
vocation took place at
Murchison Performance Arts
Center on the UNT campus on
August 12, 2006. SLIS was
pleased to have UNT President
Norval Pohl welcome a capacity
audience and take part in the
ceremony. This was one of his
last official acts as University
President before the new presi-
dent, Dr. Getchen M. Bataille,
took office.

The student address titled
“Information Professionals: The
Architects of Service” was given
by Lucinda Wiley (MS ’06), one of the first
graduates of the Rio Grande Valley IMLS
grant program.Dr.Ana Cleveland,Director
of the Houston Program, who was instru-
mental in securing the SLIS grant for the
Rio Grande Initative, introduced the
speaker. Jana Knezek (see article on p. 8),
convocation speaker, is Director of
Library and Textbook Services for the
Northside Independent School District in
San Antonio and current president of the
Texas Library Association.Her speech was
titled “Setting the Bar.” Immediately 

following the ceremony, Dr. Pohl invited
both speakers and their families to 
a commencement brunch where he 
gave them special recognition. Three
Bachelors,159 Masters, and one Ph.D.
degrees were awarded.

NNeevvaaddaa ggrraadduuaattiioonn,, SSuummmmeerr 22000066

The Nevada Cohort graduation convo-
cation was held at the Clark County
Library Theater, Las Vegas,August 19, 2006.
Dean Herman Totten presided over the
program, and Drs. Yvonne Chandler,

William Moen, and
Philip Turner were
present to confer
the degrees of some
35 masters gradu-
ates. Guest speaker
Carol Brey-Casiano,
Director, El Paso
Public Library and
Past President of the
American Library
Association, spoke
on “Leadership in
Libraries.” Student
speakers, elected by
members of the

graduating class, included Tanya Brown
(MS ’06), “Mining the 21st Century
Librarian,”and Salvador Dulfo (MS ’06),“Go
Forth Into the World and Make a
Difference!” Among the graduates were
recipients of the first group of Laura Bush
21st Century Librarian Program scholar-
ships.First Lady Laura Bush sent a congratu-
latory letter to the graduates  that was read
by Sara Jones, Nevada State Librarian and
student in the Interdisciplinary Ph.D. pro-
gram.A reception followed the ceremony.

Gretchen McCord Hoffman, convocation speaker for
spring 2006 graduation.

Lucinda Wiley, Jana Knezek and Dr. Norval Pohl

Dr.Ana Cleveland addressing students.

Dean Totten congratulates Tanya Brown
and Salvador Dulfo.
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A few changes have taken place in the school
library program of study. The first change con-
cerns personnel. Dr. Carol Simpson retired at the
end of summer, choosing to serve the School as
a modified service professor. (See article p. 11)
Although she will continue to teach courses part
time, she will no longer have other duties with
the program. SLIS will conduct a national search
for a new senior level faculty member for the
school library program.

Another program change is the way in which
teachers register for the exam to be certified in
Texas for school librarianship. The state Board
for Educator Certification now requires that stu-

dents register with the State at the beginning of
their program and take the test recommended
by the School they attend. UNT/SLIS recom-
mends that students take the TExES after com-
pleting all certification course work. Under the
new guidelines, students will have one year after
completion of course work to take or retake the
exam as often as necessary.

There also is a change in the mentor require-
ment of the program resulting from a meeting
with area school library leaders. Those experts
were invited to campus for a day to review the
school library program. They made meaningful
suggestions, one of which was put into affect
immediately. Students are now required to go
through their district library coordinator for
mentor placement within the district, so long as
the district coordinator is willing to take on the
responsibility. In regions where there is no dis-
trict library coordinator, regional library coordi-
nators are taking on the task. Coordinators who
wish to join the group of district and/or region-
al coordinators who are willing to place
UNT/SLIS students with mentors should contact
Dr. Barbara Stein Martin at stein@unt.edu. For
additional details about the mentoring program,
see www.unt.edu/lre/mentors/index.htm/ 

FOUNTAIN
OF YOUTH
LIBRARY
SCHOOL
SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM

The Institute of Museum
and Library Services (IMLS)
has funded the Houston
Public Library’s Fountain of
Youth Project, a scholarship
program designed to pre-
pare librarians to provide
quality services to young
library users. Students cho-
sen for the program will
study for a Masters degree
through the SLIS online
program, beginning in
Spring 2007. Benefits
include full in-state tuition;
a stipend for books and
expenses; paid membership
to a professional organiza-
tion such as the Texas
Library Association, Public
Library Association, and
American Library
Association for two years;
and monthly training work-
shop opportunities.
Bilingual applicants in
Spanish, Chinese, or
Vietnamese are given spe-
cial consideration.Among
other expectations,
Fountain of Youth scholars
are required to complete
the Youth Librarianship
Program of Study and to
serve two years at Houston
Public Library.

RIO GRANDE INITIATIVE
STUDENTS BROUGHT TO
UNT CAMPUS

SLIS welcomed the Rio Grande Initiative
Fellows to campus and to a dinner held in their
honor on October 12. The students, most of
whom are completing the MS this fall, are part
of a grant funded by the Institute of Museum
and Library Services (IMLS) to educate future
professionals for libraries along the Texas/New
Mexico Rio Grande border. Along with receiv-
ing funding for their education, fellows are also
working as librarians in training at
border public and academic libraries.
The fellows also attended the Joint
Conference of Librarians of Color
held in Dallas, October 12-14 (see p.
11).

The dinner was truly a celebratory
event. As was pointed out by UNT
Provost Howard Johnson, since many
of those graduating will be unable to
come to campus for the graduation
convocation in December, the dinner

provided a more intimate occasion to celebrate
their accomplishments. Dean Herman Totten
and Drs. Ana Cleveland and Phil Turner, princi-
pal investigators of the grant, hosted this won-
derful event attended by some 50 fellows, SLIS
faculty, and guests. Rio Grande Initiative stu-
dents who attended both the dinner and JCLC
included:Angelica Garcia,Arnoldo Becho,Yvette
Lopez, Annabel Trevino, Joel Chirinos, Justin
Lawrence, Ezequiel Melgoza, Carolyn Bogardus,
Tom Robinson, Sarah Buck, Dennis Daily, Harvey
Castellano, Lillian Carl,Virginia Rassaei, Heather
Turner, Rose Alvarez, Mayra Garza, and Julia
Sibaja.
FFeelliicciiddaaddeess aa llooss eessttuuddiiaanntteess ddeell RRiioo GGrraannddee!!

Front row: Heather Turner and Melody Kelly; Back row: Justin Lawrence,
Harvey Castellano, Sarah Buck, and Dennis Daily

caption

CHANGES IN THE SCHOOL LIBRARY 
MASTERS/CERTIFICATION PROGRAM
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Associate Professor
Carol Simpson, a
member of the fac-
ulty since 1998,
retired in August
2006. She came to
the SLIS after long
service in the
Mesquite (TX) ISD,
in the latter years
Facilitator of Library
Technology. She

holds the B.S. in Ed. from Southwestern
University, the M.S. in Curriculum & Instruction
and the M.L.S. from the University of Texas at
Austin, and the Ed. D. from East Texas State
University. Currently she is a student in the
Dedman School of Law, Southern Methodist
University, and continues to teach SLIS classes
part-time as a modified service professor.

Dr.Simpson’s specialization is copyright law as
it affects libraries and schools. Her extensive
publications on the topic include Copyright for
Schools: a Practical Guide, 4th ed. (Linworth
Publishing, 2005, with earlier editions in 2001,
1997, and 1994), and Copyright Catechism:
Practical Answers to Everyday School
Dilemmas (Linworth Publishing, 2005).
Numerous articles on the topic have appeared

in Library Media Connections, The School
Administrator, and other professional journals.
Since 1994, she also has written a column,
“Copyright Question of the Month,” for The
Book Report, Library Talk, and Library Media
Connection. Her other scholarly activities
include serving on the Board of Advisors 
for School Technology Leadership Insider
(Brownstone Publications), as editor of
Library Media Connections (Linworth
Publishing), and as consulting editor for the
Linworth’s Professional Growth Series. She has
been a frequent presenter at professional con-
ferences and workshops since the late 1980s.
Recent presentations include “Copyright,
Administrators, and John Wayne,” American
Association of School Librarians 12th National
Conference, 2005; and “Supporting Ethics in
Librarianship,” Virginia Educational Media
Association Summer Professional Development
Workshop, 2004.

Dr. Simpson is an active member of the
American Library Association, American
Association of School Librarians,Association for
Educational Communications and Technology,
Texas Library Association, Texas Association of
School Librarianship, Texas Association of
School Library Administrators, and Association
of Texas Professional Educators.

PAULA KING 
RETURNS TO SLIS

Alumni who attended campus classes
between 1978 and 1998 will remember Paula
King who was always a friendly and welcom-
ing professional in the SLIS offices.While serv-
ing as Assistant to the Dean in 1998, she
accepted the position of Executive Assistant to
the UNT provost, Dr. Norval Pohl. When Dr.

Pohl became president, Paula became his
Executive Assistant, a position she held
throughout his presidency.She returned to SLIS
on September 1, 2006, as Executive Assistant to
the Dean.

Paula has been recognized with numerous
honors such as: the UNT Student Government
Association’s 2006 University Staff Member of
the Year Award; the 2005 Steve Miller
Outstanding Employee Award and the 1995
Outstanding Employee Award, both UNT
awards;and as Secretary of the Year in 1996 and
1998 by Denton Chapter-International
Association of Administration Professionals. In
one of the tributes to Paula, it was stated that

“at UNT she became known for three things:
her sterling character, her dedicated service to
the University and its students, and her willing-
ness to take on new challenges.” Her outstand-
ing service to the University has extended over
the past twenty-four years. Paula is a Certified
Administrative Professional (CAP) through
International Association of Administration
Professionals (IAAP). Welcome back, Paula.

JCLC 
CONFERENCE

From left to right: Jodi Philbrick,
Angelica Garcia,Yvette Lopez (on
bottom), Della Pan, Dr. Phil Turner,

Dr.Ana Cleveland, and Xinyu
(Cindy) Yu

The theme of the Joint
Conference of Librarians of
Color (JCLC), held at the
Adams Mark Hotel, Dallas,
October 12-14,was “Gathering
at the Waters, Embracing Our
Spirits, Telling Our Stories.”
SLIS was well represented
with a booth and many faculty
and students in attendance.Dr.
Ana Cleveland and Dean
Herman Totten served on the
organizing committee, and
Drs. Yvonne Chandler, Phil
Turner and Maurice Wheeler
were presenters. Many of the
Rio Grande Initiative students
attended, as well as graduate
students EEuunnkkyyuunngg CChhuunngg,
MMaarrttyy OO’’NNeeiillll, DDeellllaa PPaann,
JJooddii PPhhiillbbrriicckk, LLyynnnnee
SSiimmppssoonn,, EElleennaa VVaassssiilliieevvaa,
and CCiinnddyy YYuu. Staff includ-
ed JJuurrhheeee CCuurrttiiss and
CChhaarrlloottttee TThhoommaass.

ALA 
CONFERENCE

Volunteers at ALA Annual
Conference, June 24-27, 2006:
SSaarraahh BBuuccaakk, Masters stu-
dent, Las Cruces, NM; AAnnnniiee
WWrriigggg (’05), Columbia, MO;
EEdd RRoocckk (’98), Clemson, SC;
SStteepphhaanniiee RReeyynnoollddss, Ph.D.
student, Denton. Special
thanks to DDrr.. BBaarrbbaarraa SStteeiinn
MMaarrttiinn and TToobbyy FFaabbeerr who
spent many hours at the
booth. We appreciate the
alums who ventured to the
back of the exhibit hall to find
the SLIS booth. It was great to
see each and everyone! 

PPeeggggyy ZZiimmmmeerrmmaann (MS ‘05)
won the keychain drawing at
the ALA conference in New
Orleans in June 2006.

DR. CAROL SIMPSON
RETIRES
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Congratulations are in order. In June, the UNT
Board of Regents awarded tenure to Associate
Professor Maurice Wheeler. Prior to joining the
SLIS faculty in 2002, Dr. Wheeler was director of
the Detroit Public Library, a position he had held
since 1996. His research areas include public
libraries, leadership and administration of
libraries, cultural diversity as organizational devel-
opment, and African American music archives and
special collections.Degrees held include the Ph.D. in
Library Science from the University of Pittsburgh; the
M.I.L.S. from the University of Michigan; Master of
Music, Voice Performance, University of Michigan; and
Bachelor of Music, Shorter College.

Dr. Wheeler has published extensively. Recent publications
include Unfinished Business: Race, Equity, and Diversity in
Library and Information Science Education (Scarecrow, 2004),
and Color Coded: An Index and History of African American
Singers at the Metropolitan Opera (Scarecrow, in press); a chap-
ter in The Whole Library Handbook, 4th ed. (ALA, 2004); and ref-
ereed articles such as “African American Faculty in Library and
Information Science Education: Status,Trends and Issues,” Libres;
“Diversity in Library and Information Science Education:
Attitudes and Perceptions,”International Journal of Diversity in
Organisations, Communities and Nations; “Popular Music
Imagery as an Information System: Stereotypical Depictions of
African Americans in Historical Sheet Music,” International

Journal of the Humanities. Recent presenta-
tions include panel participation in “Critical
Consciousness and LIS Education,” ALISE
Annual Conference, San Antonio, January
2006; “Popular Music Imagery As an
Information System: Perceptions of Race and
Ethnicity in Historical Sheet Music,”
International Conference on New Directions

in the Humanities, Prato, Italy, July 2004;
“Diversity and Equity in LIS Recruitment,

Education, and Readiness,” ALA, National
Dialogue on the Curriculum of Readiness for the

21st Century Librarian, Chicago, IL, June 2005. In
August 2005, he presented “Information Retrieval, Archives

and Social Commentary:Researching the Dynamics of Race at the
Metropolitan Opera” at a conference held at Cambridge
University, Cambridge, England.

Dr.Wheeler is active in TLA, serving on the Tocker Foundation
Committee, chairing the Cultural Diversity Committee, and serv-
ing as a mentor at the TALL Texans Leadership Institute. He also
is active in the American Library Association where he has
chaired both the Spectrum Scholarship Jury and the
Orientation,Training, and Leadership Development Committee,
and served on the ALA Council. Honors include the Diversity
Award from the University of Michigan Library System, and the
Leadership Detroit Award from the Detroit Regional Chamber
of Commerce.

FACULTY NEWS
DDrr.. AAnnaa CClleevveellaanndd

Dr.Ana Cleveland has
made several recent 
presentations: “Meeting
the Health Information
Needs of the Chinese
Population in the Dallas-
Fort Worth Metroplex,”
Texas Library Association
District #5 meeting,

Dallas, September 2006 (with JJooddii PPhhiillbbrriicckk,
DDeellllaa PPaann, XXiinnyyuu YYuu,, MMaarrttyy OO’’NNeeiillll, and LLiissaa
SSmmiitthh); “5-Minutes Continuing Education: Tips
and Tactics for Staying Current When You’re
Short on Time,” Medical Library Association,
Phoenix, AZ, May 2006; “Placing Limits on
Assistance: Virtual Reference Services in
Academic Libraries,” (poster session), Medical
Library Association, Phoenix, AZ, May 2006
(with JJooddii PPhhiillbbrriicckk). She has been appointed
as a member of the editorial board of the
Journal of the Medical Library Association,
and as a member of the Texas Healthcare
Diversity Council. Governor Rick Perry has
appointed her to the Texas Radiation Advisory
Board.

DDrr.. SShhaawwnnee MMiikkssaa
Dr. Shawne Miksa presented two papers

at the International Society for Knowledge
Organization’s (ISKO) 9th International
Conference, July 4-7, 2006, in Vienna,Austria,
hosted by the Center for Translation Studies
and the Institute for Educational Sciences at
the University of Vienna. The topic of the
conference was  “Knowledge Organization
for a Global Learning Society” and included
presentations from ISKO members from
around the world. The first of her presenta-
tions, titled “Metadata Assistance of the
Functional Requirements for Bibliographic
Records’ Four User Tasks: A Report on the
MARC Content Designation Utilization
(MCDU) Project,” was co-authored with DDrr..
WWiilllliiaamm MMooeenn, doctoral student SShheerrhhiiyy
PPoollyyaakkoovv, and masters students GGrreeggoorryy
SSnnyyddeerr (MLS ’06) and AAmmyy EEkklluunndd (MLS ’06).
The MCDU project, funded by an Institute
for Museum and Library Studies National
Leadership Grant, involves an empirical
investigation of catalogers’ use of the MARC
bibliographic format’s content designation.
The second paper, titled “Diffusion of Re-con-
ceptualizations of Bibliographic Control: A
Look to the Future Implementation of the

New Resource Description and Access
(RDA)”, presented findings from Dr. Miksa’s
Cataloging Tools and Resources in North
Texas (CTR-NT) Project, funded by
OCLC/ALISE Library and Information
Science Research Grant. The project’s pur-
pose is to discover the extent and utilization
of cataloging tools and resources within
technical service departments in the public
libraries of the North Texas Regional Library
System and the Northeast Texas Library
System.

DDrr.. WWiilllliiaamm MMooeenn
The University granted Dr.William Moen a

faculty development leave for fall 2006, in
order for him to complete a book manu-
script, develop a grant proposal, and write
one or more articles.The book, scheduled for
publication by Libraries Unlimited in 2007,
and tentatively titled “From MARC to XML:
Rethinking the Machine-Readable Record in
Library Applications,” will help readers
understand the possible migration from the
standard Z39.2 MARC record structure to a
structure based on the Extensible Markup
Language (XML). The community is actively

DR. MAURICE B.WHEELER

Awarded Tenure

continued on p. 13
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Selection for membership in the
UNT/SLIS Beta Lambda Chapter
of Beta Phi Mu, the International
Library and Information Studies
Honor Society, is by invitation of
the faculty and is based on aca-
demic performance and profes-
sional promise.The SLIS chapter
extended invitations to join this
prestigious group to two doctor-
al students and 23 Masters stu-
dents in spring 2006, and two
doctoral students and 31 Masters
students in summer 2006.

SSpprriinngg 22000066
Doctoral students:
Richard Anderson,
Jung-Won Yoon

Masters students:
Abdulkader Alabdulkader,
Michelle Barrick, Marianne
Bowen,Ann Boyett, James (Beau)
Cain, Darrell Cook, Sheetal
Desai,Adam Eakins, Rebecca
Fernandez, Nathan Hall,
Jacqueline Hernandez, Ramon
Herrera, Deeann Hinkle,
Rhiannon Hoff,Ann Howington,
Jenniffer Hudson Connors,
Jacqueline Lundemo, Lance
McGrath,Amanda Pape, Patricia
Porter, Kathy Roller, Laura
Whaley, Ron Wilde 

SSuummmmeerr 22000066
Doctoral students:
Onaje Johnston,
Jennifer Karr Sheehan

Masters students:
Donald Adair, Kathleen Basoco,
Marianne Bowen,Tanya Darnell,
Salvador Dulfo,Amy Eklund,
Roberta Gebhardt, Kelly
Giacomozzi, Penni Glazier, Linda
Hanks, Kay Harold, Ramon
Herrera, Janet Henderson, Maria
Hernandez, Nichols Herron,
Theresa Holden, Lee Johnson,
Susie King, Mindy Kittay, Melissa
Licon, Lauren McMullen,Tracey
Minzenmayer, Jamie Morris, Elma
Nieto-Rodriguez, Stacy Oberdin,
Amie Oliver, Monica Phillips,
Kristy Price, Jaime Prideaux,
Gregory Snyder, Nathan
Spackman

BETA 
PHI MU

INDUCTEES

FEATURED STUDENTS    

RIO GRANDE INITIATIVE

DDeennnniiss DDaaiillyy, a student in
the Rio Grande Initiative,
will receive the Masters
degree in December 2006.
While studying for his under-
graduate degree in photo-
journalism at New Mexico
State University and working
for the University as a 

photographer for its publications and news serv-
ice,he accepted a job in the library’s Archives and
Special Collections Department to work on a
project microfilming materials from an historical
archive in Durango, Mexico.The project involved
microfilming notary records that were part of the
Historical Archives of the State of Durango, dating
from as early as 1603, but mostly covering the
colonial era (up through 1821) and including the
records from the Mexican period (post 1821).The
project later included the Historical Archive of
the Archbishopric of Durango, an important col-
lection of church records,dating from 1600-1900,
that includes valuable information on the early
history of New Mexico.

When he moved to Durango in 1997, Dennis’s
Spanish was very basic. Despite having had four
semesters of Spanish in college, he found it diffi-
cult to speak or understand the language. Since

everyone he met spoke only Spanish, he was
forced to learn the language quickly. While in
Durango, he met his wife Veronica Lerma Salas;
they were married in a colonial-era church there
in 1999. Their daughter Ana Sofia, born in 2004,
holds dual Mexican/U.S. citizenship and is learn-
ing both Spanish and English at home.

Dennis wears many hats in the Archives and
Special Collections Department. He is primarily
responsible for the photography collection (some
500,000 images) and other audiovisual formats,
but he also processes archival collections, both
paper and photographic. He is in charge of all
reformatting of materials for preservation and for
publication. He spends a great deal of time assist-
ing researchers and providing access to the mate-
rials.The collection has been used for several doc-
toral dissertations, books, and articles from schol-
ars in the United States, Mexico, and Spain.

On his own time, Dennis is working on a doc-
umentary project on Durango, creating black and
white photographs and making sound recordings
of folk and folk-religious traditions of the State.He
has had multimedia exhibitions in which the pho-
tographs are displayed and various sound record-
ings play through speakers located throughout
the gallery. Another hobby is playing guitar in a
couple of traditional music groups.

Dennis is interested in staying in the archives
and special collections area of library work, and
remaining focused on Latin American collections
as well as photographic and multi-media materi-

discussing the future of MARC, and the extent to
which there is a need for a new data format for
bibliographic information. Some of this communi-
ty discussion is being informed by Dr. Moen’s cur-
rent research (with DDrr.. SShhaawwnnee MMiikkssaa as co-PI),
the MARC Content Designation Utilization
(MCDU) Project <http:www.mcdu.unt.edu>).The
Library of Congress invited Dr. Moen to a small
invitational meeting to discuss “Streamlining
MARC,” an indication of the national interest in
this project. In addition, his proposal for a pro-
gram at the 2007 ALA Annual Conference was
accepted and is being sponsored by the
Association for Library Collections and Technical
Services.

Dr.Moen’s recent presentations include: a peer-
reviewed paper,“Learning from Artifacts: Metadata
Utilization Analysis,” at the 2006 Joint Conference
on Digital Libraries; “Catalogers’ Use of MARC:
Learning from Artifacts through Metadata
Utilization Analysis” at the Research Libraries
Group Member Forum;“21st Century Cataloging…
Catalogers’ Use of MARC… Challenges and
Opportunities,” at the Nevada Library Association
Annual Conference;“Examining MARC Records as
Artifacts Reflecting Metadata Utilization
Decisions” at the IMLS 2006 WebWise Conference
(see summary in First Monday http:www.first-

m o n d a y .
org/issues11_8/moen/index.html>); a half-day
workshop, “Catalogers’ Use of MARC and 
21st Century Cataloging: Challenges and
Opportunities” at the Montana Library Association
Annual Conference, and a lecture, “Metadata 
in the Networked Information Environment:
Transformation, Reuse, Aggregation, and
Interoperability”as part of the Research & Teaching
Talk series at the College of Information Science
and Technology, Drexel University. He recently
completed a 12-month project under contract
with the State of Wisconsin, Department of Public
Instruction, to examine the costs of operation of
Wisconsin’s public library system’s shared inte-
grated library systems.With students in SLIS 5223
and a group of interested masters and Ph.D. stu-
dents, Dr. Moen has worked on two pilot applica-
tions for digital repositories. In the spring and
summer, students in SLIS 5223 developed a pilot
application called Metadata Education and
Research Information Center (MERIC) that is
intended to provide access to learning materials
related to cataloging and metadata education.The
other pilot project is for an institutional repository
application at UNT.The intention is for these pilot
projects to gain the necessary support to become
production-level systems.

continued on p. 14
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als.He is eager to incorporate new technologies to
improve access and help preserve these collec-
tions. He also is interested in building strong rela-
tionships with librarians and scholars in Mexico
and Latin America through cross-border participa-
tion in projects, partnerships, conferences, and
friendships.

NEVADA COHORT
JJuunnee EEnnggeell dates her inter-

est in the library profession to
6th grade when her school
opened a new library and
asked for student volunteers
to help run it. Because she
loved the atmosphere and
accessibility of materials, she
jumped at the chance.“It was

a wonderful experience,”she says,“and I have con-
tinued working in the field serving in both public
and academic libraries even to this day.”

June graduated from Humboldt State University
in California in 1988 with a BA in English. She
worked as a library student assistant during her
college days, and after graduation accepted a pub-
lic library position in Southern California. “Yet,
despite all this background in the library field, I
was surprisingly not ready to take the plunge and
become a librarian.” She changed her mind, how-
ever, when she attended a co-worker’s graduation
convocation from an MLIS program.At that event,
friends and co-workers remarked to her, “how
come you’re not up there?” She knew by the end
of the evening that it was time to move forward.
June is now in her second year of the UNT/SLIS
online program with an emphasis on academic
libraries, while working full time. “I have a sup-
portive staff here at work in California and an
encouraging and caring MLIS team in Denton. I
could not be happier. I feel as though my life and
career are all coming together for me now.”

In her spare time, June studies British Medieval
history, with emphasis on the Tudors. She has a
collection of Elizabethan costumes and is a regular
attendee of Renaissance fairs. “I find that these
experiences are the closest thing I have to going
back to this period in time. I love to travel so when
I am not doing research on Tudor history, you can
usually find me traveling to England or some new
destination local or abroad.”

DISTANCE LEARNING
VVaalleerriiee AAggggeerrbbeecckk, a dual

citizen of the United States
and France, was born and
grew up in France.Her mother
is French and her father is an
American. She came to the
U.S. in 1998 to attend St. Olaf
College,Northfield,MN,where
she majored in political sci-

ence and German, graduated magna cum laude,

and was elected into Phi Beta Kappa. In 2005, she
graduated magna cum laude from the University
of Minnesota Law School. During her time there,
she was a member of the International Moot
Court and served as the student director of the
school’s Child Advocacy Clinic. In August 2005,
she entered the SLIS Masters degree program
while working part-time at the William Mitchell
Law Library in St. Paul, MN. She works at the refer-
ence desk and performs a variety of research tasks
for the director of the law library.

Valerie’s interest in library and information sci-
ence stemmed from a long time love of libraries,
books and learning. She began thinking seriously
about becoming a librarian when she took an
advanced legal course during her final year of law
school. The purpose of the class was to get
acquainted with and analyze a wide variety of
legal resources and create a pathfinder. It was dur-
ing that semester that she discovered her passion
for researching and learning the law. Her short-
term goal is to find a job as a reference librarian
working in an academic law library or possibly a
law firm. Because of her interests in a wide variety
of career paths, her long-term goals are uncertain.

When she returns to France each year, she takes
trips to special locations.Valerie, her husband and
her parents traveled to Brittany and Normandy
this past May. In St. Paul, she is a mentor with the
Winona Restoration Justice Program that pairs
teenagers,often involved in the court system,with
adults in the community.

HOUSTON PROGRAM
AAnnddrreeaa MMoooorree, originally

from Little Rock, Arkansas,
received the B.S. degree from
the University of Arkansas at
Little Rock. When Andrea
failed to find her job as a
client relation specialist for a
student loan association
unfulfilling, she decided to
move to Houston in search of
a better career situation.Even

though the move was marked by a series of unfor-
tunate events, she remained resilient. When in
February 2005, she was hired as a children’s librar-
ian in the Houston Public Library System, she was
elated to find that library and information science
was everything she hoped for and more. In fall
2006, she decided to pursue the MLIS in Health
Informatics and has received full scholarship assis-
tance.“I thank God every day for the opportunity
to fulfill my dreams of becoming a professional
librarian.”

On a more personal side, her hobbies are mak-
ing kids crafts and reading inspirational books for
women.She also has a great sense of humor and is
a.k.a.“The Diva.”

SSPPRRIINNGG AANNDD SSUUMMMMEERR
GGRRAADDUUAATTEESS

SLIS awarded 4 Bachelors, 106
Masters, and 5 Ph.D. degrees in
spring 2006, and 3 Bachelors,
159 Masters, and 1 Ph.D.
degrees in summer 2006.

SSpprriinngg 22000066

Bachelors
Paula Arreguin, In Ho Cho,
Jennifer DeLavern (4.0), Lori
Dodds (4.0)

Masters
Adbulkader Alabdulkader (4.0),
Kayla Anderson (4.0), Deborah
Andrews, Michelle Barrick
(4.0), Bridget Barry, Carrie
Bartsch (4.0), Chaney Bennett,
Sharon Borak, Marianne Bowen
(4.0),Ann Boyett (4.0), James
(Beau) Cain, Sheila Carr (4.0),
Kathy Cherry (4.0), Darrell
Cook (4.0), Linda Cooper (4.0),
Ida Corn (4.0), Rhonda Crow,
Cassandra Davis, Sheetal Desai
(4.0), Lisa Duke,Adam Eakins
(4.0),Vicki Eldridge (4.0),Alisa
Ellingson (4.0), Melodee Elliott,
Rebecca Fernandez, Xuemei
Gao (4.0), Leslie Garnett,
Gerrod George (4.0), Nathan
Hall (4.0), Michelle Henry (4.0),
Jacqueline Hernandez (4.0),
Ramon Herrera,William Hicks
(4.0), Deeann Hinkle (4.0),
Gretchen Hock (4.0), Rhiannon
Hoff (4.0), Jennifer Hoffman
(4.0), Cheryl Hollingsworth,
Laurel Holmgren,Ann
Howington (4.0), Karen Hoy,
Jenniffer Hudson Connors
(4.0), Debra Hunt, Kimberly
Johnson (4.0), Cheska Jones
(4.0), Mildred Joseph, Shubhra
Kant, Katy Knoll, Janet Kravig
(4.0), Leslie LaMastus, Lynn
LaStrapes, Carla Lawson,Yunn-
Hwa Lii, Jennifer Lockard,
Jacqueline Lunderno (4.0),
Carolyn Manning (4.0), Stacie
Maples, Barbara McArthur (4.0),
Lance McGrath (4.0), Rayma
Melton (4.0), Noelle Melton,
Levi Miller (4.0), Mary Miller
(4.0), Jeanette (Hammons)
Moore (4.0), Catherine
Muehlbrad (4.0), Charity
Munoz,Amanda Pape (4.0),
Linda Pauze (4.0), Janet Peri
(4.0), Patricia Porter, Joy Prather
(4.0), Donna Prince (4.0),Amy
Punaro (4.0), Lori Purser, Paula
Reaves,Windy Reese, Patricia
Reichle (4.0), San Juanita Reyes,
Carolyn Rhoades (4.0),Tom
Rice (4.0), Kathy Roller (4.0),

continued on p. 15
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STUDENT NEWS

Student Associations

Library & Information Science Student Association
(LISSA), the School’s student organization, has
elected officers for 2006-07. President SSaarraahh
NNeellssoonn, is specializing in youth librarianship, but
also has an interest in special libraries. She worked
in human resources several years before finding
her way to library science.Vice-President AAddrriiaannnnee
JJoonneess (MS ‘04), who graduated from the Houston

program, is pursuing the doctorate through the
Interdisciplinary Ph.D. program on campus. Her
primary interest is in records management. LLaauurreenn
KKoo, Secretary, received the Bachelor’s degree
magna cum laude in computer science from UNT
in 2004,before entering the MS program in Library
& Information Sciences in spring 2006. Her focus
is on information systems. She is working as a
library associate in the Fine Arts Division of the
Dallas Public Library while pursuing her degree.

The newly formed Special Library Association Rio
Grande Chapter Student Group held its first meet-
ing in Los Alamos, New Mexico on March 7, 2006.
At the next meeting, held during the New Mexico
Library Association conference in May 2006, the
group discussed benefits for students including
interaction among the group who are all in the
SLIS distance learning program, getting involved in
leadership roles, mentoring opportunities, and
opportunities to identify local talent prior to grad-
uation. AAlleexx FFaanngg, contact person for the group,
can be reached at Afang@unitech1.com/.

Masters Students

BBrryyccee BBeennttoonn is the 2006
recipient of the Paul Evan
Peters Fellowship for gradu-
ate study, awarded by the
Coalition for Networked
Information (CNI).The fellow-
ship, established to honor the
memory of the CNI founding

Executive Director, recognizes outstanding schol-
arship and intellectual rigor. The CNI announce-
ment of the fellowship recipient noted: “Mr.

Benton has demonstrated his talents through par-
ticipating in various challenging projects for
which he has won accolades from faculty and col-
leagues.” Bryce was the technical lead for an insti-
tutional repository pilot project involving the
DSpace open source system at UNT. He played a
key role in the system installation and was also the
developer behind the user-friendly interface for
accessing the repository.

TTaaee KKiidddd, current student
and law library assistant,
University of Minnesota
Law Library, participated in
a panel discussion on dis-
tance learning library pro-
grams at the Minnesota
Library Association annual
conference on September
28, 2006. The program,

titled “Don’t Be Afraid of a Long-Distance
Relationship: Distance Learning Library Schools,”
also included students from the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee and the University of
Illinois.

MMeellaanniiee MMaassoonn
recently starred in
a Theatre Arlington
(Texas) production
of Neil Simon’s
manic farce,Rumors.
In the playbill dis-
tributed to the
audience, Melanie
mentioned having
recently received her
Graduate Academic

Certificate in Storytelling from SLIS as a proud
moment in her ongoing educational pursuits.

CCyynntthhiiaa OOsseerr has had an article, titled “Babies and
Libraries: Serving the Youngest Patrons of the
Community,”published in Library Student Journal
(September 2006), a peer review student publica-
tion of the University of Buffalo, Department of
Library & Information Studies. Cynthia, who was
the featured scholarship student in the Spring
2006 issue of Call Number,wrote the paper in one
of DDrr.. EElliizzaabbeetthh FFiiggaa’s classes. She works with the
children’s program at Forest Park Branch of the
Dallas Public Library.

Interdisciplinary Ph.D.
Students

An article titled “Developing the ICT Infrastructure
for Africa: Overview of Barriers to Harnessing the
Full Power of the Internet,” by doctoral student
DDaanniieell GGeellaaww AAlleemmnneehh and Dr. Samantha Hastings,
was published in the Winter 2006 issue of Journal
of Education for Library and Information
Science (ALISE).

Heather Russell (4.0), Gerardo
Salazar, Pamela Shaffer (4.0),
Misti Shaw (4.0),Anil Sitoula,
Meagan Skelton,Angela
Strickland (4.0), Jeffrey Swayze-
Mcguire ,Wanda Tanghlyn, Beth-
Ellen Tijerina,Vicki Townsend
(4.0), Jennifer Tucker, Renee van
Nifterik, Cynthia Villareal,
Greciela Villerreal, Jennifer
Walling, Sharon Watson, Mary
Hannah Watson, Samuel
Weehunt, Stacy Wells, Laura
Whaley (4.0), Deborah Wheatley
(4.0), Ron Wilde (4.0), Sheryl
Zachary, Marco Zannier 

Ph.D.
Arnie Almquist, Richard
Anderson, Diane Neal, Jennifer
Sheehan, Jung-Won Yoon

SSuummmmeerr 22000066

Bachelor’s
Tremaine Hall-Smith, Brandon
Clifford, Margaret Devore (4.0)

Masters
Donald Adair, Shelly Alexander
(4.0), Patricia Alford,Taressa
Anderson, Mandy Andrews (4.0),
Veronica Arellano (4.0),Tina
Bartholoma, Robert Bartlett,
Kathleen Basoco (4.0), Peter
Biddle, Pamela Blair-Sheldon
(4.0), Melody Boren, Marianne
Bowen (4.0), Linda Breslin,
Heather Brooks,Tanya Brown
(4.0),Amy Bunn (4.0),Andrea
Cardon (4.0),Ashley Carr, Kami
Carter (4.0), Dalina Cavazos,
Scott Clonan, Lenika Coleman,
Patricia Conley, Linda Cooper,
Emily Copeland, Lora Crews,
Rhonda Crow,Alan Cutler (4.0),
Tanya Darnell (4.0),Abby Dover
(4.0), Salvador Dulfo, Mattie
Dunlap, Deborah Eastmond
(4.0),Amy Eklund (4.0),Anne
Ellis, Cristie Ferguson (4.0),
Diana Frazier (4.0), Xuemei Gao
(4.0), Roberta Gebhardt (4.0),
Alysha Gebhart, Kelly
Giacomozzi (4.0), Penni Glazier
(4.0), Debra Goheen, Susan
Gregg (4.0), Patrick Griffis,
Katherine Hahn,Tonya Hall,
David Hamrick (4.0), Linda
Hanks (4.0), Kay Harold (4.0),
Chris Hauser, Janet Henderson
(4.0), Maria Hernandez (4.0),
Ramon Herrera, Nicole Herron
(4.0),Theresa Holden (4.0),
Michelle Iruegas (4.0), Elizabeth
Jacobs (4.0), Luanne James, Lee
Johnsn (4.0), Heather Jurado,
Byron Keeling (4.0), Susie King
(4.0), Mindy Kittay (4.0),

From left to right, are Adrianne Jones, Sarah Nelson,
and Lauren Ko.

Melanie Mason (center) 
and the cast of “Rumors”.

SSpprriinngg 22000066 ggrraadduuaatteess,
continued from p. 15
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TThhee TTuurrkkiisshh IInnssttiittuuttee ffoorr PPoolliiccee SSttuuddiieess (TIPS), a
program under the auspices of the UNT
Department of Criminal Justice, submitted a pro-
posal to NATO for sponsorship of a conference
focusing on terrorism threats.As a result, a confer-
ence titled Understanding and Responding to
Terrorism: A Multi-dimensional Approach, spon-
sored by NATO,TIPS, UNT, and other universities,
was held at the Capital Hilton Hotel, Washington
D.C.,September 8-9,2006.The conference brought
together distinguished participants from academic
and law enforcement to examine the terrorism
phenomenon in depth, to advance cooperation
levels, and to explore workable ways to better pre-
vent and respond to terrorism within a democratic
framework. Doctoral students HHuusseeyyiinn DDuurrmmaazz
and SSuulleeyymmaann HHaarrcceerrllii, who were awarded the
grant and served as members of the Organizing
Committee,worked for months on paperwork and
making arrangements for the conference. They
also, along with RRaammaazzaann YYaallcciinnkkaayyaa, presented
papers at the conference. All are students in the
Interdisciplinary Ph.D. program.

OOnnaajjee JJoohhnnssttoonn was awarded the Ph.D. degree at
the summer 2006 commencement ceremonies in
Denton. DDrrss.. GGuuiilllleerrmmoo OOyyaarrccee and BBrriiaann
OO’’CCoonnnnoorr served as committee co-chairs. Her dis-
sertation is titled “Usability of a Keyphase
Browsing Tool Based on a Semantic Cloud Model.”

SSaarraa JJoonneess, state librarian Nevada State Library and
Archives, Carson City, and a Ph.D. student, was
asked by WestPac, the western group of the
American Association of Law Librarians, to attend
the annual conference as a Valuable Invited
Participant for her work on updating the mini-
mum required legal materials to be made available
to all residents in Nevada.

Adjunct faculty member and Ph.D. student
MMaarrggaarreett CCaarrrroollll has resigned her position at
Microsoft-Texas campus and is writing on her dis-
sertation, which she hopes to complete in the
next few months. She is serving this fall as one of
the instructors in the Nevada Cohort.

SSeerrhhiiyy PPoollyyaakkoovv is contributing to a United
Nations e-learning initiative called Information
Management Resource Kit (IMARK). One of the
modules,“Management of Electronic Documents”,
is currently being translated into the Russian lan-
guage in cooperation with National Agricultural
University, Ukraine. Serhiy took part in this project
translating the unit called “Metadata Standards and
Subject Indexing”. IMARK is a partnership-based e-
learning initiative to train individuals and support
institutions and networks world wide in the effec-
tive management of agricultural information and
information management in general.The Food and
Agricultural Organization of the United Nations
and partner organizations are developing IMARK..

The Fort Worth Star Telegram article, July 11,
2006, concerning the TTuurrkkiisshh IInnssttiittuuttee ffoorr PPoolliiccee
SSttuuddiieess program based at UNT and funded by the
Turkish government, includes quotes from SSaammiihh
TTeeyymmuurr, the institute’s director and interdiscipli-
nary doctoral student. The fifteen million dollar
program finances Turkish police officers the
opportunity to come to the United States to pur-
sue master’s and doctoral degrees in subjects that
directly apply to their work.

MMaarryy JJoo VVeenneettiiss, Associate Director for Technical
Services, University of Texas at Dallas, is one of the
recipients of an Amigos Fellowship for use in her
dissertation research.Amigos,based in Dallas, is one
of the nation’s largest library resource sharing net-
works and a leader in providing information tech-
nology to libraries.The purpose of the fellowship is
to foster the development of library and informa-
tion professionals in Amigos member libraries and
to further professional development and research
in library cooperation and technology.

DDaavviidd WWaacchhaannggaa, from
Nairobi, Kenya, is the first
International Information
Transfer Systems Fellow.
The fellowship, estab-
lished through the efforts
of the Interdisciplinary
Ph.D. program,TxCDK, the
Provost Office, and the
Journalism Department,
includes a full time lectur-

er position housed in the Journalism’s Mayborn
Institute and assisting with research projects
through TxCDK. David will be teaching graduate
classes in International Communications and
Readings in Mass Communication.

Jeffrey Kitterman (4.0), Katy
Knoll,Abraham Korah (4.0),
Becky Lee (4.0), Pamela Lenox
(4.0), Melissa Licon (4.0), Doris
Lillard,Wendy Lindsey (4.0),
Brian Lockhart (4.0),Victoria
Lum, Carolyn Manning, Griselda
Manrique, Jasper Massey (4.0),
Mary McCoy (4.0), Lynette
McManus (4.0), Lauren McMullen
(4.0), Noelle Melton, Susan
Michael (4.0), Sherrolyn
Middleton,Tracey Minzenmayer
(4.0),Wendi Mondroski, Jamie
Morris (4.0), Kristine Mulvihill
(4.0), Elma Nieto-Rodriguez (4.0),
Frederick Noel,Anita Norton
(4.0), Stacy Oberdin (4.0),Amie
Oliver (4.0), Livia Olsen (4.0),
Maria Ordaz, Julie Overpeck,
Patsy Palacious, Robyn Patterson,
Cynthia Peterson (4.0), Monica
Phillips (4.0), Jennifer Pierce
(4.0),Angela Pittman, Brooke
Pope (4.0), Cheryl Potter (4.0),
Kristy Price, Jaime Prideaux
(4.0), Lori Purser, Patricia
Quintero,Vicki Read, Mary
Reeves, Miesha Robertson (4.0),
Judith Robinson (4.0), Michael
Rogers, Rosemarie Ryan (4.),
Jerry Sadberry (4.0), Elizabeth
Savage (4.0), Rachel Schlutz,
Patricia Sheckler (4.0), Sandra
Sherman (4.0), Casey Sherrer,Anil
Sitoula, Meagan Skelton,Amy
Small, Sharon Smith-Scott,
Gregory Snyder (4.0), Nathan
Spackman (4.0),Vicki Standing
(4.0), Martha Stanley, Carol
Sterling (4.0), Jessica Stockel
(4.0),Andrew Streett (4.0),Wanda
Tanghlyn, Beth-Ellen Tijerina,
Tania Toro, Lucy Towle (4.0),
Marthella Trueba (4.0), Carrie
Valdes (4.0), Melissa Van Dusen,
Patricia Velez, Margaret Viss (4.0),

From left to right: Huseyin Durmaz, Suleyman Hancerli,
and Ramazan Yalcinkaya.

From left to right: Dr. Guillermo Oyarce,
Onaje Johnston, and Brian O’Connor

SSpprriinngg 22000066 ggrraadduuaatteess,
continued from p. 15
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On July 27,2006,Dr.Carol Simpson,Ph.D.
Student Barbara Schultz-Jones and ten grad-
uate students traveled to Chiang Mai,
Thailand to organize and catalog the con-
tents of the Lanna International School
Library.The school was founded in 1993 to
serve the Chiang Mai community by provid-
ing quality education in a coeducational,
nonsectarian, English-medium, international
school setting. Lana’s 257 students in
kindergarten through grade 12 represent
twenty-four nationalities and seventeen lan-
guages. Chiang Mai, in northwestern
Thailand, is the country’s second largest city
with a population of 1,500,000.

STUDENTS IN THAILAND

Twice each day, the intrepid
twelve, crammed into a
canopied pick up truck
called a Songthaeo, literally
“two rows”, for a 20-minute
ride from the hotel to the
school and then back again.
Over a two week period, the
students installed Mandarin
M3, an online catalog, a bar
coding system for inventory
and circulation, and classi-
fied, cataloged, and reorgan-
ized the 4000+ items in the
library’s collection and train-
ing the school librarian and
faculty in its use.

Left side: Gayle Bogel, Tyler Manolovitz, Tina Russell, Marty Rossi
Right side: Karen Snow, Pam Westby, Robyn Patterson, Sharolynn
Pyeatt, Amber Fritcschel

Above: Karen exploring 
the temples.

Above right:Toby and Marty
riding with their Mahout on
an elephant trek through the

highlands.

Above:Amber and Tyler at the school’s main entrance.
Classifying: Carol, Tyler, Robyn, Pam, and Tina

Hiking outside of Chiang Rai.
Front:Toby Faber, Pam Westby, Amber Fritschel, Robyn
Patterson, Gayle Bogel
Back:Tyler Manolovitz, Sharolynn Pyeatt, Marty Rossi, Tina
Russell, Karen Snow

When not working at the school; the group
toured numerous temple sites, visited cultural
centers and museums, rode long boats on the
Mekonk River in Chiang Rai, trekked on ele-
phants through the highlands from one village
to another, toured the royal palace grounds in
Bangkok, and shopped at the nightly street
bazaars near the hotels.
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ALUMNI NEWS SLIS ALUMNI 
SOCIETY 
MEMBERSHIP
NNeeww aannnnuuaall mmeemmbbeerrss MMaayy--
SSeepptteemmbbeerr 22000066::

Texas-Taressa Anderson, Garland;
Robert Bartlett, Bellaire; Bridget
Barry-Thias, Carrollton; Develyn
Bone, Houston;Andrea Cardon,
Lampasas; Nidia Casillas, Katy; Ida
J. Corn, Dallas;Amy Eklund, Dallas;
Maurice Fortin, San Angelo; Janet
Henderson, Lubbock; Maria
Hernandez, San Antonio;Theresa
Holden, Palestine; Mary McCoy,
Orange;Wendi Mondroski, Lake
Jackson; Maria Ordaz, El Paso; Julie
Overpeck,Waco;Amanda Pape,
Fredericksburg;Angela Pittman,
Denton;Tanya Pomeroy, Irving;
Donna Prince,Vernon; Jesse
Reinburg Fort Worth; Camilla
Schneider Fort Worth;Angela
Strickland, Greenville; Patricia
Velez, El Paso; Mary Watson,
Grapevine; Kristen West, Garland;
Catherine Whitney, Houston; Pam
Wright, Irving.

OOuutt ooff ssttaattee::
Susan Gregg, Las Vegas, NV; Byron
Keeling, Richmond,VA; Mindy
Kittay, Rifle, Co; Susan Michael,
Alameda, CA; Rosemarie Ryan,
Golden Valley, MN; Margaret Viss,
Chatfield, MN

NNeeww lliiffeettiimmee mmeemmbbeerrss:: 
Wilma Braudaway, Del Rio,TX;
John B. Corbin,Albuquerque, NM;
Jennifer Juday, Austin,TX; Robert
E. Kelley, Richmond,TX; Rachel
Orozco, Richardson,TX; Annadele
Ross, Dallas,TX;Tom Rice, San
Antonio,TX; Myra Dromgoole
Wilson, Seabrook,TX.

Elva Garza Receives Award

EEllvvaa GGaarrzzaa, managing librarian of Austin
Public Library’s St. John Branch, was named the
2006 Trejo Librarian of the Year.The award is in
recognition of her outstanding local involve-
ment advocating for the Latino and immigrant
community, her community outreach, and her
active nationwide contributions to REFORMA,
the national association to promote library and
information services to Latinos and the
Spanish-speaking. The award announcement
stated:“She exemplifies the mission of the pub-
lic library as a critical connecting point for the

community. She is
deeply committed to
ensuring access to the
resources of the library
for all members of the
community, and has
worked with others to
remove barriers that prevent access.”The award
was presented at the REFORMA Fundraiser,
June 25, 2006, at the ALA Annual Conference in
New Orleans. Elva received the MS from SLIS in
1987.

Texas Library Association

Candidates for TLA
offices include: MMeellooddyy
KKeellllyy and JJeeaannnnee PPyyllee for
president-elect. Melody,
Associate Dean, UNT
libraries, received the MLS
in 1970. Jeanne, Library
Director, University of
Texas at Tyler, received
the MS in 1985. MMaarryy
WWooooddaarrdd, who teaches
as a clinical faculty mem-

ber in the School, is a candidate for an at-large
position on the Executive Board. Alums and
faculty holding positions of leadership in TLA
include: MMaarryy AAllffoorrdd (MLS ‘64), District 8
chair; JJooyyccee BBaauummbbaacchh (MS ’93), ALA
Councilor and Executive Board; DDrr.. YYvvoonnnnee
CChhaannddlleerr, Executive Board; SSuuee CCoommppttoonn (MS
‘82), Executive Board and Task Force on
Menology Calendar chair; MMaarryy CCrroocckkeerr (MS
‘95), CE Providers Interest Group chair;

JJaammeess KKaarrnneeyy (MS ‘84),
Literacy Committee chair;
JJaanneett KKeeyy (CAS),Treasurer
and Executive Board;
CCaarroolliinnee KKiieennzzllee (MS ‘93),
Executive Board;GGrreettcchheenn
MMccCCoorrdd HHooffffmmaannnn (MS
’92), Executive Board as
Past President and chair
Budget Committee; VViiccttoorriiaa ((VViiccccyy)) KKeemmpp (MS
’99), Public Library Division chair; MMaarryy
LLaannkkffoorrdd (BA ‘52), History of TLA Committee
chair; DDeeddee RRiiooss (MS ‘04), District 10 chair;
MMiirriiaamm RRooddrriigguueezz (MS ‘97), District 5 chair;
CChheerryyll SSmmiitthh (MS ’85), Genealogy Round Table
chair; MMeelliinnddaa TToowwnnsseell (MS ‘85), Texas Book
Festival Committee chair; DDeeaann WWaasshhiinnggttoonn
(MS ‘02), Black Caucus chair; DDrr.. MMaauurriiccee
WWhheeeelleerr, Cultural Diversity Committee chair;
JJeerriillyynnnn WWiilllliiaammss (MLS ‘79), Intellectual
Freedom Committee chair.

Melody Kelly

Jeanne Pyle

Dr.Timothy Stettheimer Receives Honor

Timothy Stettheimer,
who received the Ph.D.
in 2000 focusing on the
field of medical informat-
ics, recently received the
John E. Gall CIO of the
Year Award from the
College of Health Care

Information Management Executives and
Healthcare Information Management Systems
Society. He serves as vice-president and chief
information officer for St.Vincent’s Hospital in

Birmingham,AL.St.Vincent’s, the flagship digital
hospital for the St. Louis-based nonprofit
Ascension Health Inc., leads the system as well
as the industry in the use of innovative and
enabling technology such as robotic surgery,
pervasive mobile computing, integrated clinical
repositories and electronic patient records. Dr.
Stettheimer previously served as a regional
information services executive in Fort Worth,
TX for Florida-based Adventist Health System.
He is experienced in all aspects of the digital
health care environment.
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IN MEMORIUM :

Doctorial student SSvveettllaannaa
BBaarrnneess’’ss infant son died July
12, 2006.

EElliizzaabbeetthh ((RRoobbyynn)) BBrriinnkklleeyy

(MS ’04) died September 20,
2006.

KKaatthhrryynn CCaabbaanniissss (MS ’85)
died May 13, 2006.

HHaazzeell GGaarrddnneerr (BA ’52) died
September 21, 2006.

CCaarrooll HHaallll, a student in the
Master’s program, died
November 13, 2006.

JJaanniiccee GGoorrddoonn--KKeelltteerr (MS
’95) died January 6, 2006.

DDoorrtthhaa KKeehhnn (BA ’46) died
May 11, 2006.

SSttuuaarrtt NNiicchhoollss, son of Julie
Nichols, alum (‘02) and
adjunct faculty member
who has worked with Dr.
Elizabeth Figa on LS 5600,
died September 9, 2006.

CCyynntthhiiaa AAnnnn PPoorrtteerr (MS ’93)
died October 20, 2006.

ple. We’re not going to find someone to fill her
shoes, but we are going to have to fill the posi-
tion.” In addition to library director, Maurine has
held several city posts, including director of com-
munity services. She will continue to live in
Beaumont.

1970s
SShheerriillyynn BBiirrdd (MLS ’70)

was named Director of
Libraries, Texas Woman’s
University and began her
duties July 10, 2006. She has
worked in public and techni-
cal services positions in public
and academic libraries, includ-

ing Dallas Public Library and Dallas County
Community College District. For many years, she
was a member of the administrative team as
Director for Bibliographic Control at Central
University Libraries, Southern Methodist
University.

RRoossaarriioo GGaarrzzaa (MS ’77) was named Executive
Director of the Metropolitan Cooperative Library
System (MCLS) and joined the staff there on
November 1, 2006. MCLC is an association in the
Los Angeles area that shares resources to improve
library service to the residents of all participating
jurisdictions, making available some eight million
books, newspapers, and multimedia resources.
She was formerly Assistant Director for Member
Services at Bibliographical Center for Research
(BCR), a Colorado nonprofit multistate, library
cooperative that includes various types of

ALUMNI NEWS
Early Days

LLoouuiissee EEvvaannss (certificate ’38), who died in
January 2006, left more than a half million dollars
to UNT library collections, scholarships, restora-
tion of the Library mall entrance, and other
endeavors. Louise served 42 years (1938-1981) as
UNT libraries acquisition librarian, acquiring all
materials for basic library collections. In retire-
ment she crossed the State with her sister, buying
rare books as well as Texas books for the Texana
Collection. She established the Porter-Evans
Texana Collection Fund to assure that the Texana
Collection would continue to grow. This fund and
the Porter-Evans Scholarship Fund she began are
named to honor her long-time friend Hinton
Porter and her brother G.I. Evans. Louise worked
closely with the UNT Foundation and the Office
of Development to create the bequests. The
endowments are held by the Foundation.

1960s
MMaauurriinnee GGrraayy (MLS 69),

director of the Tyrrell Public
Library, Beaumont, Texas, since
1966, has announced that she
will retire in December 2006. In
response to the announcement,
Kyle Hayes, Beaumont city man-
ager, stated: “She has been an

asset to the city.And not just to the city as a gov-
ernmental body, but to the city itself, to the peo-

Alumni, faculty, and friends of SLIS
were active participants at the 2006 TALL
Texans Leadership Institute, a program
that provides leadership training for Texas
Library Association members.The annual
program is designed for mid-career
library and informational practitioners,
currently employed in the field,who have
had at least five years of experience in a
professional level position. Laypersons
with at least three years of service to the
library community are also eligible. This
year’s Institute was held at the Canyon
Oaks Ranch in the Hill Country near
Wimberley,Texas, June 12-16.

SLIS 2006 Institute participants included:
CCeecciilliiaa HHuurrtt--BBaarrhhaamm (MS ’00), Decatur Public
Library; CCaarroollyynn DDaavviiddssoonn (MS ‘96), North Texas
Regional library System; SSttaacceeyy IIrriisshh--KKeeffffeerr (MS
‘97), Denton Public Library; EEllllaa JJoonneess (MS ‘03),
Fort Worth Public Library; TTrraaccyy LLuussccoommbbee (01),
McKinney Public Library; MMaarrcciinnee MMccCCuulllleeyy (MS
‘92), Rockwall County Library; JJiimmmmyy PPeeaarrssoonn
(MS ‘03), Harris County Public Library, Houston;
EElliizzaabbeetthh PPhhiilliippppii (MS ‘03), Spring ISD; and KKaarreenn

SShhuullll (MS ’00), Richardson ISD.
Mentors for the Institute included:

DDrr.. YYvvoonnnnee CChhaannddlleerr, SLIS faculty; MMaauurriiccee FFoorrttiinn
(MS ‘78), SLIS alum and director of the library,
Angelo State University; and SLIS Advisory Board
members KKaatthhyy HHooffffmmaann, Executive Director,
University of Texas M.D.Anderson Cancer Center
Research Medical Library and JJaannaa KKnneezzeekk,
Director of Libraries and Textbook Services,
Northside ISD, San Antonio.

2006 TALL Texans

TALL TEXANS LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
INSTITUTE

continued on p. 20



libraries (academic, school,
public, research, and spe-
cial) located in 39 states
and Canada, some 1,065 in
all. During her 22-year
tenure at BCR, she assisted
member libraries, helping
them access and share

information resources, developing and pro-
moting new technologies,and delivering train-
ing and technical assistance in the use of infor-
mation services. Rosario’s strong management
and interpersonal skills, coupled with strong
technical knowledge, make her an excellent
match for the position of MCLS Executive
Director. Her husband, DDaavviidd MMoonnttggoommeerryy
(MS ’78), also a SLIS graduate, has retired
from EDS.

EElliizzaabbeetthh ((BBeecckkyy)) DDaayy GGrruunnwwaalldd (MLS
’77) is librarian at L-3 Communications,
Greenville, TX, a leading merchant supplier
of secure communications technology, train-
ing and simulation, microwave components,
and space and wireless products.Their cus-
tomers include the Department of Defense,
selected government agencies, aerospace
and defense contractors and telecommuni-
cations and cellular customers.

RRoobbeerrtt SS.. MMaarrttiinn (MS ’79) gave the
spring commencement address at
Dominican University and was given an hon-
orary degree. The citation that was read
when conferring the degree stated,
“Dominican University is pleased to recog-
nize Robert S. Martin for his leadership and
advocacy in the field of library education,
enhancing the reputation of librarians across
the globe.”The citation also pointed out that
during his tenure as head of the Institute of
Museum and Library Service (IMLS), at a time
when many programs were being cut, Dr.
Martin engineered a record level of federal
support and oversaw the awarding of more
than $899 million in federal grants to
America’s museums and libraries. Dr. Martin
is the Lillian Bradshaw Distinguished
Professor of Library Science at the School of
Library and Information Studies at Texas
Woman’s University.

WWyynneettttee SScchhwwaallmm (MLS ’74) retired
from Fort Worth Public Library on October
31, 2006, where she has served since 1983.
From 1992-94, she left to be the director at
North Richland Hills Public Library. She
returned to Fort Worth Public in 1994 and
has been branch manager in 5 branches:
Riverside, Meadowbrook, Ridglea,
Summerglen and Northside. She looks for-
ward to traveling and spending time with her
13 year old Dalmatian and four wonderful
grandchildren.

1990s
EEddwwaarrdd RRoocckk (MS ’98),

is now Humanities and
General Education Re-
ference Librarian at Clemson
University. He was formerly
the Humanities Information
Services Librarian and Digital
Reference Coordinator at

Tulane University. He had to be evacuated just
before Hurricane Katrina hit and lost everything
in the devastation that followed.

MMiirriiaamm RRooddrriigguueezz (MS ‘97), Assistant
Director for Public Services, Dallas Public
Library, presented workshops in May and
June 2006, titled “Library Services to Non-
English Speaking Users”, for the North Texas
Regional Library System at Haltom City
Public Library and Decatur Public Library.

Others we have heard from include:
11999900:: LLoorrrraaiinnee LLoorrdd is librarian at Monterey
High School, Lubbock (TX) ISD and Library
Facilitator for Second Schools. 11999911:: TTrraaccyy
WWeessttmmoorreellaanndd,who has returned to Texas after
a couple of years in Georgia, has moved to San
Antonio where she is working for the Alamo
Community College District.11999922:: LLiissaa SSmmiitthh is
Extension Librarian, Gibson D. Lewis Health
Science Library, University of North Texas
Health Science Center. 11999933:: CCaarrrriiee KKiieennzzllee
has retired from Irving (Texas) ISD. 11999999:: JJaannee
HHiicckkss is on leave from Southwestern Oklahoma
State University where she has taught for seven
years. VViiccttoorriiaa ((VViiccccyy)) KKeemmpp is now technical
services manager,Flower Mound (Texas) Public
Library. EEmmmmaannuueell MMeerreenniinnii is Division
Manager for Information Technology, Houston
Public Library. CCaatthheerriinnee PPeellllss, formerly Youth
Adult Librarian at Tomball College and
Community Library, is now Branch Manager of
the Northwest Branch, Harris County Public
Library.

2000 to date
DDrreeaannnnaa BBeellddeenn (MS ’03) has been

selected as the Texas Library Association rep-
resentative to the American Library
Association 2007 Emerging Leaders Institute.
The selection committee received almost
thirty applications from Texas librarians inter-
ested in participating in this exciting new ini-
tiative.Dreanna was selected from among the
group and will receive a travel stipend of
$1,000 to assist in participating in the
Institute.

YYuunnffeeii DDuu (MS ’02,Ph.D. ’03), is Assistant
Professor in the Library and Information
Science program at Wayne State University

SShhaammmmii GGiillll (MS ’00) is Branch Manager
of Houston Public Library Walter Branch, a
position she has held since 2004.After serv-
ing in the Houston Public Library system for
10 years, she decided to get a degree from

SLIS and become a professional librarian. “I
serve a diverse community and enjoy my
work,” she says.

JJuuddyyee GGlliicckk, Support Manager with
Amigos Library Services, presented at the
Arkansas Library Association conference,
Fayetteville,AR, in October 2006.

JJaacckkiiee GGrreeeennee is Reference Librarian at
the Mitchell Branch of Montgomery County
Memorial Library System.

JJeeaanneettttee HHaammmmoonnss (MS ’06), member of
the Nevada Cohort who was children’s librar-
ian for the past eight years at the Elko-Lander-
Eureka County Library System, has been pro-
moted to director.

LLeessllyynn NNccNNaabbbb, is Special Projects
Librarian/Systems Administrator, CDC Public
Health Library and Information Center,
Atlanta, GA.

JJaaiimmee PPrriiddeeaauuxx, Special Needs/Talking
Books Consultant, Southeast Kansas Library
System.

DDrrss.. JJuunngg WWoonn YYoooonn (Ph.D. ‘06) and
SSccootttt SSiimmoonn (Ph.D. ‘05), who received their
doctorates in the Interdisciplinary Doctoral
Program, have joined the faculty of the
University of Southern Florida,Tampa.

MMaarrccoo ZZaannnniieerr (MS ’06) is lead librarian
at Elsik High School in Alief ISD located in
southwest Houston. During the previous
three years, he served as a librarian for
Killough Middle School in Alief ISD. In his
new position he is starting “some exciting
new things at Elsik like cultural programs in
the library café before school and virtual ref-
erence online at night for research assistance
(via chat).” He says of SLIS: “You all have
instilled in me a hunger for growth and learn-
ing within the field.”

JJiimm WWiillssoonn (MS
‘05) has been
appointed director
of the Scappoose
Library District in
Oregon. The District
begins on the
Columbia River 20
miles north of

Portland and extends into the mountains on the
west.

Locations and activities of other 2006
graduates include: MMeelliissssaa BBaakkeerr, new Young
Adult Librarian at Mitchell Branch,
Montgomery County Memorial Library
System. SShhaarroonn BBoorraakk,, technical processing
clerk, Keller Public Library. KKaatthhyy CChheerrrryy,
librarian, Piner Middle School, Sherman (TX)
ISD. CChhaarriittyy MMuunnoozz, district librarian, Lyford
(TX) CISD. CCaarroollyynn RRhhooaaddeess, librarian, Mesita
Elementary School, El Paso (TX) ISD. JJuulliiee
OOvveerrppeecckk,, library media specialist, Alta Vista
Montessori Magnet School, Waco (TX) ISD.
KKaatthhyy RRoolllleerr, librarian, West Intermediate
School, West (TX). MMaarryy MMiilllleerr, Senior
Librarian, University of Texas MD Anderson
Cancer Center Research Medical Library and
Systems Administrator for the Texas Health
Science Libraries Consortium.
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REMEMBERING
SLIS IN YOUR
WILL

Over the past few years, SLIS
had received several bequests
that will positively impact the
future of the school and its stu-
dents for generations to come.
This is increasingly becoming a
popular way for alumni to give
back to the school and often
allows them to make a larger
gift than they could in their life-
time.

If you have already included
SLIS in your will, thank you for
elevating us to the status of a
family member.We are honored.
If not, it may be something you
are considering. In either case,
notifying the UNT Office of
Development of your intentions
should be part of the process.
Reasons include:
• Notifying us of your inten-

tions allows us to better plan
for the future of the school
and also allow us to
acknowledge the gift today
and recognize you in an
appropriate manner.
Although your attorney is
familiar with writing a will,
he or she is most likely not
familiar with the policies and
regulations of UNT.

• A bequest might not actually
be the most advantageous
way for you to make a gift to
SLIS; or changing the way
your estate is distributed
may reduce the estate and
gift tax liabilities for your
heirs.A nationally recognized
expert in charitable gift plan-
ning leads UNT’s gift-plan-
ning team and can advise on
how to make a prudent gift
not only to UNT, but to all
those who you wish to
include in your gift planning.
There is no charge for these
consulting services.

Remember, we are here to
advise you on how to make
sure your vision is best realized.
We have no authority to make
any decisions or changes to
your will or estate.All requests
for anonymity will be honored.
Details of estate plans are not
disclosed and are held in the
strictest confidence.

For information or to notify
us of your intentions, please
call Margaret Yates at
940/565-3074.

SCHOLARSHIP STUDENT 

Jing Guo

Jing Guo began the Masters program in
spring 2006 and hopes to graduate next year.
She came to this country six years ago from
China where she received a bachelor’s degree
from Xiangtan University with a major in
accounting. On completing her study, she
hopes to find an information professional posi-
tion either here or in China. In her spare time
she loves to read, watch movies, and spend
time with her family. She and her husband, a
Ph.D. student at UNT, have a ten-year old
daughter named Diana. MMaarryy TToodddd SSuuhhmm,
Dallas City Manager, contributed Jing’s $1,000
scholarship, which will pay her in-state tuition
for an entire school year.

PAYING IT FORWARD—
STUDENT TO STUDENT
GIVING

Last fall, a group of six Ph.D. students from
the second distance learning cohort formed the
“Cohort II Giving Club.” They pooled their
money to give an expendable scholarship—the
“Bunny Watson Memorial Scholarship”—for a
Masters-level student focusing on school or
public librarianship.Eleven students gave a total
of  $1,000, something none of them could have
done individually at this time.

Wendy Stephens, a high school librarian in
New Market,AL and one of the contribu-
tors, explained that it was classmate and
fellow donor Brian Kenney who chose
the name. Bunny Watson was the name
of a librarian played by Katherine
Hepburn in the 1957 comedy Desk Set.
Wendy hopes the scholarship recipient
views the movie that depicts the librari-
an’s triumphs over supposedly omnis-
cient technology.

When asked why she contributed to
the scholarship,Wendy said she was pay-
ing forward what had been done for her,
both at the Masters level and as a Ph.D.
student.The group is very excited about
their giving club and is already planning
their next gift. One of the members, Gayle
Bogel, reports that the group hopes to create an
endowed scholarship sometime in the future.
Cohort I joined in the effort by pledging future
book royalties to the Bunny Watson Memorial
Scholarship.

Assistant Professor Guillermo Oyarce reacted
with enthusiasm when he heard about the gift,

saying it was “wonderful.”“I am impressed and
inspired by the generosity of these students.We
should all strive to emulate their generous
behavior.As a faculty member, it is very motivat-
ing to know that our students and alumni
believe in what we are doing here enough to
financially invest in the School,” he said.
The recipient of the first Bunny Watson
Memorial Scholarship will be named in
November.

For more information on establishing your
own giving club, please contact Margaret
Yates, Advancement Associate at
myates@unt.edu or at 940/565-3074.

IMLS Cohort II
Front row, left to right:
David Scott, Gayle Bogel, Jeanne Holba Puacz,
Shannon Bomar
Back row, left to right:
Ric Hasenyager, Vivian Cisneros, Wendy Stephens,
Brian Kenney, Sara Jones, Doug Achterman
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Thanks to everyone who helped to make
2005-2006 a stellar year for SLIS. Over
$200,000 in cash and equipment was
given to the School, including a record
setting $12,965 in pledges from our
annual phone-a-thon! We are a stronger
school because of you.

FFrriieennddss ((UUpp ttoo $$9999))
Arne Almquist,Vanessa Anderson,Val
Armstrong, Belinda Baker, Deborah Baker,
Michelle Barrick, Bridget Barry-Thias, Leslie
Beatty, Maria Bellavance, Karen Bellemare,
Cynthia Belmar, Mary Bender, Elizabeth
Berry, Carisse Berryhill, Jane Bickford,
David Bigwood, Susan Bloomfield, Develyn
Bone, Sian Brannon,Allison Breen, Susan
Bristow,Andrea Brooks, Sharon Brown,
Susan Browning, Margaret Burlingame,
Mollie Bynum, Shirley Campbell,Andrea
Cardon,Van Carpenter, Deanna Causey,
Susan Chandler,Vivian Cisneros, Susan
Compton, Patricia Connelly, John Corbin,
Ida Corn, Cheryl Couch-Thomas, Margaret
Cox, Ruth Crouch, Rhonda Crow, Rita
Curtis, Donna Daniel, Judy Daniluk, Lynn
Day, Ruth De Namur, Sheetal Desai, Karen
Alice Dillon, Judith Douglas, Carol Drum,
Leslie Dworkin, Nina Elliott, Deniz Ender,
David Engelhardt, Peggy Evans,Verna
Evans,Agnes Farrell, Edward Feldman,
Sharlene and William Floyd, Beth Folsom,
Cara Fong, Maurice Fortin, Fonda Fox, Mary
Freyberg, Ruth Galbraith, Gregg Geary,
Frances and Gregory Gebhart, Ruth
Gibson, Marilyn and Dewey Goff, Joan
Goodbody, Besty Grant, Enid Gray, Joan
Gremont, Prudence and Charles Griffen,
Johanna Guenther, Carolyn Guidry, Hala
Haddad, Colleen Hager, Charles Halbert,
David Hamblin, Gail Harper, Marsha
Harper, Sara Jane Harvey, Ellen Hayes,
Matilda and David Henry, Rosanne Herstad,
Pamiela Hight. Gary Hipps, Rhiannon Hoff,
Jason Holmes, Ramona Holmes, Sungbum
Hong,Valli Hoski,Anne Hudson, Catherine
Hurst, Lauralee Ingram, Deborah and Gary
Jennings, Jane and David Johansson,
Kathleen Jordan, Donna and Richard
Kearley, Byron Keeling, Leora Kemp, Mitra
Kia, Janet and John Kirby,Adam Kiskinis,
Mindy Kittay, Bruce Kleinschmidt, Margaret
Knapp, Betsy Kraus, Charlotte Kuser,Arlene
and Don Kyle, Jacquelyn Kyle, Michele
Lacina,Victoria Lamb, Vivian Land, Janice
Langdale, Martha and James Lathan,
Barbara Learner, Carol Lee, Paul Lothman,
Roger Loyd, Clarice and Larry Luce,
Michele Lucero,Amy Lufkin, Kevin

Magavern, Carol Maksian, Kathryn Manck,
Walter Marquardt, Darin Marshall, Robin
Martin,Alberta Mayberry, Beverly
McCalmont, Cynthia McClain, Mary McCoy,
Karen McDonald, Merle McNeese, Pamela
Meissner, Mary Melberg, Margaret Metcalf,
Susan Michael,Ann Milnor, Laurie Mitchell,
Wendi Mondroski,William Moore, Debra
Moseley, Mattie Mosley, Benay and Patrick
Muckleroy, E. Glenn Musser, Jr., Edwin
Nordine, Saidah Ochoa, Gwendolyn Oliver,
Maria Ordaz, Paul Oswalt,Amanda Pape,
Jim Pearson, Jody Perkins, Frances Perry,
Margaret Perry, Joan Phillips, Betty Pope,
Tanya Pomeroy, Fayrene Powers, Donna
Prince, Joan Quasnitschka, Mary Reiter,
Constance Rhoades, Barbara Rhodes, Judy
Richardson, Margaret Ricketts, Frances
Riconco, Sandra River, John Ronald,
Rebecca Russell, Coleen Evlyn Schmidt,
Camilla Schneider, Rosemary and Dudley
Schoolfield, Dixie Seibel, Christopher
Shaffer, Bonnie Shaw, Shirley and John
Sheets, Mary Sikes, Katherine Smith, Lisa
Smith, Jennifer Snoek-Brown, Cathy Snyder,
Maria Soliz, Katheryn St Clair, Elizabeth
Steiner, Jean and Mike Stephens, Linda
Stephenson,Angela Strickland, Nagamani
Sundar,Allan Tanner,Alice and Ronald
Taylor, Rebbecca Taylor, Melissa Techman,
Anna and Donald Teller, Diane Theiss,
Barbara Thompson, Gary Thomson,
Elizabeth Tkacik, Peggy Tooker, Julie Travis,
Betty Tucker,Alison Tyler, Zelina Urias-
Barker, Diane Van Naerssen, Linda Vaughn,
Joan Anne Vestal,Ann Vickman, Candace
Vincent, Mary Voegtle, Diane Wahl,
Margaret Wainer-Barkley, David Walle,
Rebecca Walls,Aletta Waterhouse, Elizabeth
Weaver, Denne Wesolowski, Janet
Whitehouse, Rosemary Whitten, Gayle and
Larry Wilkinson, Deanza Williams, Paula
Williams, Nina Wilson,Andrea Wirth, Mary
Wisener, Carolyn and Billy Wright, Sheri
Zachary

EEaaggllee 110000 (($$110000--$$449999..9999))
Mary Alford, Gayle Bogel, Kathleen
Bradbury,Wilma Braudaway, Rebecca
Brumley, Charles Burchard, Lai Chen,
Renee Chevallier, Kyungmi Chun, Raymond
Cline, Pamela Cooper, John Corbin,Annette
Corman, David Coulter, Joellen Cullison,
Shelley Cushman,Yunfei Du, Helen Fall,
Dale Fleeger, Rita Foundray, Grady Fox,
Cheri Gross,Virginia Harris, Jennifer
Harrison, Sally and Henry Hilliard, Jeanne
Holba Puacz,Terri Hollander, Kathy Huber,
Sara Jones, Jennifer Juday, Robert E. Kelley,
Brian Kenney, Kay Knezek, Lee Kobayashi,
Laura and William Lace, Patricia Latta, Carol
and Kent Lawrence, Maria and Richard
Layman, Joy Lowe, Sheila Madden, Paula

and Joseph Martin, Gillian McCombs,
Dorothy McConnell, Judy McCoy, Martha
McCulloch, Mary McKay, Carmen
McKinney, Connie Neumann, Nancy
Newman, Rachel Orozco, Robert Phillips,
Barbara Powell, Mary Powell, Lakshmi
Pratap, Brandon Quarles,Vicki Raney,
Elaine and Walter Reeves, Sharon
Richmond,Tom Rice, Cholly Rolater,
Annadele Ross, Doralyn Rossmann,
Dorothy and Bobby Ray Sanders, Catherine
Sassen, Helen Seaman, Sandra Sharps,
Nancy Smith, Judith Ann Srygley,Wendy
Stephens,Timothy Stettheimer,Thomas
Taylor,Alma and Travis Tyer, Lois Upham,
Cecil White, Susan Whitman, Jessica and
Mark Wilcox, Myra Dromgoole Wilson, John
Zimmerman

EEaaggllee 550000 (($$550000..0000--$$999999..9999))
Jane Dickson, Dexter Evans*, Laurie and
Phil Evans*, Damon Hickey, Karen Koelker
and Richard Vedder, Hazel Peace, Mariann
and Ross Sears*, Flora and Ross Wilhite,
Nancy Williams*

PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss CCoouunncciill IInnvveessttoorr 
(($$11,,000000..0000--$$44,,999999..9999))
Jane Atwell, Margaret and James Carroll,
Ana and Donald Cleveland, Nan Dubbelde,
Sondra and Kenneth Ferstl, Gloria and
Phillip Gray, Melba and L.E. Harvill, Barbara
and Robert Martin, Eva and Ernest Poole,
Evlyn and John Schmidt, Herman Totten.

PPrreessiiddeenntt’’ss CCoouunncciill FFeellllooww 
(($$5500,,000000..0000--$$9999,,999999..9999))
Linda Allmand**

CCoorrppoorraattee aanndd FFoouunnddaattiioonn DDoonnoorrss
SSLLIISS wwoouulldd lliikkee ttoo tthhaannkk tthhee ffoolllloowwiinngg
oorrggaanniizzaattiioonnss ffoorr tthheeiirr mmoonneettaarryy oorr 
iinn--kkiinndd ggiiffttss::
Art Graphics, Fort Worth Public Library,
Mesquite Independent School District,
Photographic Preservation Society,
Thomson Institute for Scientific Research,
Thompson & Knight Foundation,
WheelerPress.

GGiifftt MMaattcchhiinngg PPrrooggrraamm PPaarrttiicciippaattiinngg
CCoorrppoorraattiioonnss
SLIS would like to recognize companies
who matched gifts made by their current
or retired employees:
Chevron Texaco, ExxonMobil Foundation,
Marathon Oil Company Foundation,
Microsoft Matching Gifts Program,
Northwest Mutual Life,Texas Instruments
Foundation

*President’s Council member (s)
**Based on Lifetime Giving
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