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Interdisciplinary research (IDR) is often required to address urgent, persistent, and complex problems confronting our contemporary societies. Because of their complex, contextual, and dynamic nature, many contemporary problems require research that is sensitive to the specific character of the problem, integrates knowledge from the different intellectual disciplines, and informs both local action and global strategy. 

The growth of interest in and funding for IDR has had a significant impact on the research landscape in the sciences. This is not true of the humanities, and in particular philosophy, despite the fact that philosophy has a lot to offer IDR projects. This talk will discuss the “Toolbox Project”, which aims to enhance the quality of scientific communication across IDR collaborations. After presenting evidence that the Toolbox Project helps IDR in the sciences, this talk explores the implications this work has for the practice of IDR as well as for the discipline of philosophy. 
Michael O’Rourke is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Idaho. He is Principal Investigator on the NSF-funded project, “Improving Communication in Cross-Disciplinary Collaboration” (also known as “The Toolbox Project”),
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