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US STEALTH PROGRAMS AXD TECHNOLOG
OF THE WESTERN PRE

s SOVIET EXPLOITATION
S -

Summarv

The Hesternt prese has reparted extensively on US Stealtly -~ ar very low ahservable
(V1.Q) systems - since the mid-1970s.  Western reporters often intertwine fact and anafysis
when writing about US programs. This blending of fact and analysis probahly keeps US
Stcalth pragrams shrouded in mystery and perpetuates false rumors ahowt the copabilities af
Stealth techanlogy. We believe the majarity of Stealth technalogy articles found in the press
reiterate well-established sig c-reductian techaiq that have appeared ia technical
journals and baoks.

The Saviets cead the Western press to learn abawa US Stealth pragrams and technology.
They likcly used this infarmation to develop comparable affensive svstems, to foas rescarch
and develapment efforts toward the design of defenses to counter the Western Stealth threat.
and 1o guide their covert intefligence collection efforts.  Although the Sovicts use the press to
learn about US military systems, we estirate that the special access controls surrounding the
US Stealth programs have reduced the amount and quality of militarily significant reporting
‘appearing in the press T T

The Soviets likely have a good understanding of US Stealth programs and technology
Sfrarn successful Western technalogy acquisitions, their rescarch and developmient efferts, and
their analysis of the Western press.  The relationship among Soviet Stealth acquisitions, the

- press, and the Savict weapons developinent cypcle leads us to conclude that the Sevicts mayr be

at the prototype stage of an indigenous Stealth program.

Background Sovicts seck information about future Westem
. mililary systems to develop comparable offensive
The Sovicts have a multi-channct Western systems, to focus rescarch and development efforts
technalogy sequisition effort that relics upon a towards the design of defenses to couater Westen
nctwork of cavert intelligeuce aperations, trade threats, and toestimate the relafive technolagy

diverters, international trade agrecinents, and open fevel of the Savict Union vis-a-vis the West.
source collectors. This well-funded callection
effort is targeted primanly againa US defense

cantractors, ticir affifiates overscas, and theis “The Sovicts use the Western press to guide
competitors {7 Jthe their covert intelligence collection cffarts and trade
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