ORE 22-48 TOP ﬂam

POSSIBILITY OF DIRECT SOVIET MILITARY ACTION DURING 1948
Report by a Joint Ad Hoc Committee *

THE PROBLEM

1. We have been directed to estimate the likelihood of a Soviet resort to direct mili-
tary action during 1948.

DISCUSSION

2. Our conclusions are based on considerations discussed in the Enclosure.

CONCLUSIONS

3. The preponderance of available evidence and of considerations derived from the

“logic of the situation” supports the conclusion that the USSR will not resort to direct
military action during 1948,

4. However, in view of the combatl readiness and disposition of the Soviet armed
forces and the strategic advantage which the USSR might impute to the occupation of
Western Europe and the Near East, the possibility must be recognized that the USSR
might resort to direct military action in 1948, particularly if the Kremlin should-inter-

pret some US move, or series of moves, as indicating an intention to attack the USSR
or its satellites.

* This estimate was prepared by a joint ad hoc committee representing CIA and the intelligence
agencies of the Department of State, the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force. The date of the
estimate is 30 March 1948.
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