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The documents in this volume dealing with CIA’s analysis of military affairs
during the Cold War were selected with several considerations in mind.  First, they
provide illustrative examples of analyses of Soviet intentions and military doctrine, as
well as of military forces and capabilities.  Second, they include materials on strategic
forces and theater or general purpose forces for nuclear and non-nuclear warfare.  For
reasons of space, however, some subjects regrettably are not covered, such as Soviet
naval forces and civil defense.  Third, they provide a balance, including CIA Directorate
of Intelligence analyses on current Soviet military affairs (and “post-mortems” on past
analyses and estimates), as well as CIA-drafted National Intelligence Estimates
forecasting future developments.

Finally, the documents selected highlight new materials, omitting many relevant
documents released earlier and published in previous collections.  As a result, less
attention is given to the 1960s and 1970s, and to the early period of concern over
possible Soviet initiation of war in the late 1940s and early 1950s, the “missile gap” of
the late 1950s, the Cuban missile crisis of 1962, the “Team B” competitive analysis on
strategic estimates in the late 1970s, and the end game of the Cold War in the late 1980s.


