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PUBLIC LAW 102-522 [(HLR. 2042); October 26, 1992

FIRE ADMINISTRATION AUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 1992

For Leyislative History of Act, see p. 2910

An Ac to sutherine appropriniions for aciivities snder the Fadersl Fire Provention sad C
Act of 1974, and fav othwr pevpases.

Be it Senate and H Representatives
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Fire Administration Authorization
Act of 1992",

TITLE J—UNITED STATES FIRE ADMINISTRATION

SEC. 191 AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 17(gX1) of the Federal Fire Prevention and Control
Act of 1974 (15 U.S.C. 2216(gX1)) is amended—
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SEC. 102 PRIORITY ACTIVITIES OF THE UNITED STATES FIRE
ADMINISTRATION.
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P.lL. 102-522
Sec. 207

36 USC 5206.

36 USC 5207

Workers' Family
Protection Act.
29 USC 671a

LAWS OF 102nd CONG.—2nd SESS. Oct. 26

SEC. 307. AUDITS, REPORT REQUIREMENTS, AND PETITION OF ATTOR-
NEY GENERAL FOR EQUITABLE RELIEF.

(a) AUDITS.—For purposes of the Act entitled "An Act to provide
for audit of accounts of private corporations established under Fed-
eral law”, approved August 30, 1964 (36 US.C. 1101 et seq),
the Foundation shalil be treated as a private corporation established
under Federal law.

(b) REPORT.—The Foundation shall, within 4 months after the
end of each fiscal year, prepare and submit to the appropriate
committees of the Congress a report of the Foundation’s proceedings
and activities during such , including a full and complete state-
ment of its receipts, ndz'mres. and investments.

(c) RELIEF FOR CERTAIN FOUNDATION ACTS OR FAILURES To
AcT.—If the Foundation—

(1) engages in, or threatens to e in, any act, practice,
or policy that is inconsistent with the purposes set forth in
section 202(h); or

(2) refuses, fails, or neglects to discharge its obligations
under this title, or threatens to do so,
the Attorney General ma tition in the United States District
Court for the District cnfy (!:oelumbia for such equitable relief as
may be necessary or appropriate.

SEC. 208. IMMUNITY OF THE UNITED STATES.

The United States shall not be liable for any debts, defaults,
acts, or omissions of the Foundation nor shall full faith and

credit of the United States extend to any obligation of the
Foundation.

SEC. 200. WORKERS' FAMILY PROTECTION.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This section may be cited as the “Workers’
Family Protection Act”™.
(b) FINDINGS AND PURPOSES.—
(1) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(A) hazardous chemicais and substances that can
threaten the health and safety of workers are being trans-
ported out of industries on workers’ clothing and persons;

(B) these chemicals and substances have the potential
to pose an additional threat to the health and welfare
of workers and their families;

(C) additional information is needed concerning iesues
related to employee transported contaminant reieases; and

(D) additional regulations may be needed to prevent
future releases of this type.

(2) PURPGSE.—It is the purpose of this section to—

(A) increase undenundinsinnd awareness concerning
the extent and poasible health impacts of the problems
and incidents described in paragraph (1);

(B) prevent or mitigate future incidents of home
contamination that could adversely affect the health and
safety of workers and their families;

(C) clarify regulatory authority for preventing and

(Bdingto wor':: dents;r:g:leu and ding

) assist rs in i nding to
such incidents when they occur. e reepe
(c) EVALUATION OF EMPLOYEE TRANSPORTED CONTAMINANT
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Oct. 26

FIRE ADMINISTRATION AUTH. ACT

{A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months after the
mawamumm«rmmmd

in this ssction referred to as the in
with the Secretary of Labor, the Administrator of the
, the Administrator of the
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materials and agents from workers’ homes and
personal clothing;
(IV) indoor air quality, as research
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transported from a workplace ints the home
environment; and

(V) methods for differentiating exposure health
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PL. 102-522 LAWS OF 102nd CONG.—2nd SESS. Oct. 26

agents from other sources of exposure inside and

outside the home;
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(l) be of not more than 16 individuals
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t agencies, more
one such individual shall be each appropriate
government agency and the number of individuals
appointed to represent industry and workers shall be
in number;
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(iii) determine, with respect to such report, the
additional data needs, if any, and the need for addi-
tional evaluation of the scientific issues related to and
the feasibility of developing such lddmonal data; and

(iv) if additional data are determined by the Task
Force to be needed, develop a mommended‘ investiga-
tive strategy for m obtaining such information.
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—The in ve o
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such strategy, a timetable for the implementation of
such strategy, and methodologies to gather any
required data.

(u)Pmumw—TheDmcwr-hall lish the
Woud investigative stra under s h
iv) for public comment utilize other me .
including technical conferences or seminars, for the
pm-po:nof obtaining comments concerning the pro-
)mem—Aﬁzrthe peer review and
wmmentneonductedunderchuu(n) the

; 1:1 multnhonmmt.h -the heag:lof other

agencies, Ppropose a stra

ginmhgahngmnhwdtohommumnatgg

106 STAT. 3422

259



Oct. 26 FIRE ADMINISTRATION AUTH. ACT

thatlhlllboim ted ﬂul::gomlh;mtute
for Occupational Safety and other Federal
agencies for the of time to enable
such agencies tn’?bdt;xn the mﬂmhﬁ.d
under subparagraph (AXiii).
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(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 4 years after the date
of enactment of this Act, and periodically thereafter, the Sec-
retary of Labor, blndmthemfomhmdevelopedunder
mhechm(c)nndmothermformnhonanﬂabletotbo&e—

(A)dﬁtﬂmmﬂ'a&hﬁmﬂo&mhnnlhon&.mphnnn
on, or enforcement of existing tions or standards
is needed and will be sufficient, or if additional regulations
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Congress a report concerning result such
determinats

m)dgmmommmﬁ:onsonw—nthe&
Rf-ll'! Labor determines that additional regulations or stand-
are needed under ph (1), the Becretary shall
ulgnte,punnnnttomry‘lauthontyunderthe
tional Safety and Health Act of 1970 (29 US.C. 651
ot seq.), such or standards as determined to be
appropriate mnot than 3 years after such determination.
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Request of Existing Information Relevant
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Fedcral Register / Vol. 58. No. 218 / Monday. November 1S, 1993 / Notices

GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE

Fedaral Accounting Standards
Advisory Board; Meeting Cancellation

AGENCY: General Accounting Office.

ACTION: Cancellstion of November
meeting.

SUMMARY: Parsuant to section 10{a}{2) of
the Federal Advisory Committee Act
(Pub. L. 92-463), as amended, notice is
hereby given of cancellation of the
November 18 meeting of the Federal
Accouniing Standards Advisory Board.
Notice of the meeting was previously
published in the Federa! Register of
November 8. It is currently anticipated
that the December meeting will be held
as scheduled. Due notice of it will be
published at & later date in t'.e Federal
Register.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ronald S. Young. Staff Directar, 750
First Street NE.. room 1001.
Washington, DC 20002, or cail (202)
512-7354.

Authority: Federal Advisory Committee
Act. Pub. L. 92463, Section 10{a} 2], 86 Stat.
770, 774 (1972) (current version at S US.C

spp- section 10(a){2) (1983)]; 41 CFR 101-
6.1015 (1990}

Dated: November 9, 1993.
Ronsld S. Yeung.
Executive Director.
{FR Doc. 93-28001 Filed 11-12-93: 8:45 am]
SRLING CODE W1e-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Conters for Diseases Control and
Prevention

Sclentfic Review of Draft Current
intelligence Bulletin on the
Carcinogenic Potential of Occupationai
Exposure 1o Asphait Products;
Meeting

The National Institute for
Occupationsl Safety and Health
(NIOSH) of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention {CDC)
snnounces the following meeting.

Name-: Scientific Review of Draft Current
Intelligence Bulletin on the Carcinogenic
Potential of Occupational Exposure to
Asphalt Products.

Times and Dotes: 9 a.m._~5:30 p.m..
Decomber 1. 1992: 8 a.m.—12 noun, December
2,1993.

Floce: Robert A. Taft Laboratories.
Auditorium, NIOSH, CDC, 4676 Columbia
Parkway. Cincinnati. Ohio 45226.

Status: Open to the public. limited only by
the spacy svailable.

Purpose: The purpose is to review and
discuss the dmft of Current Intelligence

Bulletin, “Carcinogenic Potential of

Occupationsi Exposure o Asphalt Products.”

with » panel of invited participants selected

by NIOSH for their expertise and background

in this srea. The scientific review will

provide NIOSH with individual input and
opinion from experts outside the Institute
prior 1o finalizing the Current Intelligence

Bulletin for publication and transmitial 1o the

Department of Labor. The review will focus
on the health eflects related 1o occupational
exposures 1o asphait products and on dats
from carcinogenicity studies in snimals.
Viewpoints and suggestions from industry,
Isbor, academia. other government agencies.
and the public are invited.

Contoct persons for additional
inforration: Genersl Infocrnation may be
ubtained from Pam Graydon, NIOSH, COC,
4676 Columbia Parkway, Mailstop G-30.
Cincinnati. Ohio 45226. telephone 513/533-
a3z

Technical information may be obtained
from Crystal Ellison NIQSH. CDC 4676
Columbia Pa-kway. Mailstop C-31,
Gincinnati, Ohio 45226, telephone 513/533~
83111,

Dated: November 8, 1993,

Elvin Hilyer,

Associate Director for Policy Coordination,
Centers Jor Disease Control and Prevention
{CDC).

IFR Coc. 93-27949 Filed 11-12-93; 8:45am]

BRLLING CODE 8300-19-20

Control of Chemical Exposures and
Ergonoic Risk Factors in Commercial
Dry Cleaners; Meeting

The National institute for
QOccupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH) of the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
announces the following meeting.

Name: Control of Chemical Exposures aad
Ergonomic Risk Factors in Commercial Dry
Cleanders.

time and Date: 1 p.m.—5 p.m.. December
8. 1991

Place: Alice Hamilton Laboratory,
Conference Room C, NIOSH. CDC. 5555
Ridge Avenue. Cincinnati, Ohio 45213.

Status: Open to the public. limited only by

the space available.

Purpose: The purpose of this meeting is to
review the protocol for s proposed NIOSH
study entitled “Control of Chemical
Exposures and Ergonomic Risk Fectors in

Comme:cial Dry Cleaners.” This study would

evaluate perchioroethrienc axposures
associated witl: the use of various
cleaning control technologies. It would also
evaluate chemical exposures during the
spotling process and ergonomic risk factors
during pressing. The goal of this study is to
identify technologies ef.ective in reduciug
these bazards to the dry cleaning worker.
Viewpoints and suggestions from industry,
habor, scademia. other government spncies,
and the public are invited.

Contoct Person For Additional
Information: Gary 5. Esmest. NIOSH, CDC,
4676 Columbia Parkway. Mailstop R-S,
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Gincinnati. Ohio 45226, telephone $13/841-
4370.

Dated: November 8, 1991,
Associate Director for Policy Coordination
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
{CDC,.
{FR Doc. 93-27948 Filed 11-12-93; 8:45 am|
SRLING COOE 41001804

National Institute for Occupational
Safaty and Health; Request for
Existing information Relevant to
implementing the Workers’ Family
Protection Act

AGENGY: National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH), Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), Public Heslth
Service (PHS), Department of Health
and Human Services (DHHS).
ACTION: Notice of request for exasting
information.

SumMMARY: NIOSH is requesting existing
information on the contamination of
workers’ homes by hazardous chemicals
and substances transported from the
workplace on equipment, clothing, or
the worker's person. This information
would include existing reports of
incidents resulting in familial
poiscnings or illnesses. mathods of
preventing and remediating such
inridents, relavant statutes and
regulations to prevent such incidents,
and past investigations, snforcement
actions, and the role of governmental
agencies in preventing and responding
to such incidents.

DATES: Information in responsa to this
notice should be submitted by February
14,1994,

ADDRESSES: Please submit two copies of
any information to Diane Manning,
Docket Offizs Maneger, Division of
Standards Development and Technology
Transfer, NIOSH., 4676 Columbia
Parkway, C-34, Cincinnati, Ohio 4522s.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Steven Galson, Division of Standards
Development snd Technology Transfer.
NIOSH, 4676 Columbia Parkway, C~14,
Cincinnasti. Ohio 45226, telephone 513/
533-8302.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Workers® Family Protection Act (29
U.S.C. 671a), hereafier referred to as
“the Act,” was enacted on October 26,
1992, as section 209 of Public Law 102-
522, the “Fire Administration
Authorization Act of 1992." The
purpose of the Act is to protect the
health of workers and their families
from hazardous chemicals and
substances, including infectious sgents,
transporied from the workplace to the
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home on equipment, clothing. or the
worker's person. The specific objectives
of the Act are the following:

(1} To increass understanding and
swareness of the extent and impact on
heaith of hazardous chemicals and
substances transported from the
workplace to the home:

{2) To prevent or mitigate future
incidents of homa contamination that
could adversely atiect the health and
safety of workers and their families;

(3) Te clarify regulatos v authority for
preventing and responding tc incidents
of home contamination: and

(4) To assist workers in redressing and
responding to incidents.

Under the Act, NIOSH is mandated 1o
conduct & study to evaluate the problem
of contamination of workers’ homes by
hazardous chemicals and substances
transpaorted from the workplace. The
study is to include review of past
incidents of home contamination,
actions taken by governmentai agencies
in response to such incidents. the roles
and practices of governmental agencies
and NIOSH study, and an analysis of
relevant statutes, regulations, and
voluntary measures. in addition to
requesting existing information on these
matters, NIOSH is also requesting
existing informstion on incidents of
home contamination and family illness
or poisoning in situations where the
workplace and home located together,
such as farms and certain smail
businesses. NIOSH is requesting both
published reports. including studies,
case histories, voluntary guidance.
statutes, and regulations, and
unpublished reports including sccounts
from physicians, poison control centers,
industry management, labor unions, and
other parties. Existing information is
specifically requested on the following:

1. Measurements of home
contamination or incidents of familial
poisoning or illness due to
contamination of the home by
hazardous chemicals or substances
transported to the home from: the
workplace on the equipment {including
vehicles), clothing, or a worker’s person.

2. Any measurements of home
contamination or incidents of familisl
poisoning or illness resulting from
hazardous chemicals or substances due
in the proximity of the workplace and
t7a2 home, such as farms or other
businesses with attached living quarters.

3. Reports of Federal, state or local
government actions to either enforce
statutes or regulations or provide
assistance in incidents of familial
poisoning or illness due to hazardous
chemicals or substances transported
home from the workplace. or due to the

1518 Nov 12, 1982 VerDase (3-NOV-93 A 150257 PO 00000  Frm DODS

proximate nature of the home and
workplace.

4. Measures used by employers to
prevent or remedy home contamination,
including statutory. regulatory, or
voluntary industrial hygiene measures.
(Please specify the approximate number
of workers employed by the business
esiablishment.)

5. Effectiveness of industrial hygiene
practices in the workplace, such as
housekeeping practices and the use of
personal protective equipment. in
preventing heme cont-mination.

6. Effectiver .-+ ol sormal house
cleaning and faundry procedures in
removing hazardous materials and
agents from workers’ homes, personal
clothing and equipment {including
vehicles).

7. Information on indvor air quality
research that pertains to the fate of
chemicals transported from a workplace
into the home environment.

8. Information on any of the sbove
items that pertains specifically to
firefighters.

NIOSH presently has copies of the
references listed at the end of this
request for existing information.

Information received in response to
this notice (except that designeted trade
sacret and protected under Section 15 of
the Occupational Safety and Health Act
of 1970 (29 U.S.C. 6641, or that exempt
from disclosure under the Freedom of
Information Act {5 U.5.C. 552) or the
Privacy Act [5 U.5.C. 552a) will be
available for public examination and
copying at the above address.

Dated: November 5. 1993.
Diane D. Porter,

Acting Director, National Institute for
Occupational Safety and Health, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
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BLLING CODE 4300-19-

Health Care Financing Administration

Public information Collection
Requirements Submitted to the Otfice
of Management and Budget {OMB) for
Clearance

AGENCY: Health Care Financing
Administration, HHS.

The Heslth Care Financing
Administration (HCFA), Department of
Health and Human Services, has
submitted to OMB the following
proposals for the collection of
mnformation in compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act (Pub. L. 96—
511).

1. Type of Request: Extension: Title of
Infonnatmn Collection: Establishing
Procedures for Transmitting Informstion
Between Medicere Carriers and
Medicare Supplemental Insurers: Form
No.: HCFA-R-140; Use: Thess
procedures provide for the transfer of
claims informastion from a Medicare
carrier to a Medicare supplemental
{Medigap) insurer when a beneficiary
has assigned his/her right of payment
under the Medigap policy toa
participating physician or supplier in
order to speed payment of Medigap
benefits to participating physicians and
suppliers. Medigap insurers are required
to issue, to beneficiaries, insurance
enroliment cards and notification of
claims payment determinations. They
are also required to report to the
Secretary a single mailing address to
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or swiftly moving fiooa waters. In this report. 75% (2736} of the arowmngs that oc¢-
curred guring the summer and fail floods in Missour: were motor-venicie—reiated.

The findings in this report unaerscore the iImportance of two strategies for prevent-
ing flood-related injuries and aeath. First, informaton about flood ang post-fiood
hazargs must be disseminated rapidiy and widely to groups at increased risk for in-
jury. For example, motorists snouid be warned not 1o anve througn areas inuncated
by flash fioods. not to enter swiftly maving water, and that oniy 2 feet of water can
carry awav most automobites (7). In addition, recreattonai activities. such as wading
or bicycting, in flooded areas should be discourageq. Second. hydrologic studies and
hazard anaiyses should address potentialiy flood-prone tnbutanes. The hazard poten-
tiai of such areas during flash floods snouid be igentifiea, and appropnate warning
signs should be posted. MDH is continuing surveiilance of flood-reiated mortality to
moniter circumstances of death.

Rafarences

1.CDC. Public heatth consequences of a flood disaster—iowa. 1993. MMWR 1993:42:653-6.

2.CDC. Morbigity surveillance following the Midwest flood—Missoun, 1993. MMWR 1993;
42:797-8.

3. Frencn JG. Floods. In: Gregg M8, ed. The public heaith consequences of disasters. Atlanta:
US Depantment of Health and Human Services. Public Health Service, CDC. 1989:39-49.

4_French JG. Ing R, Von Allman S. Wood R. Mortality from flash fioods: 8 review of Nationai
Weather Servica reports, 1969-81. Public Health Rep 1983.98:584-8.

5. Ducios P Vidonne Q. Beuf P. Perray P. Stoebner A Flash Hood disaster—Nimes, France, 1988,
Eur J Epigermol 1991:7:365-71.

5. Wintemute GJ. Kraus JF. Teret SP. Wright MA. Death resuiting from motor vehicie immaersions:
the nature of the imjuries. parsonal and environmental contnbuting tactors, and potentasi in-
terventions. Am J Public Healith 1990:80:1088-70.

7. National Weather ServicwwAmencan Red Cross/Federsi Emergency Management Agency. Flash
floods and floods...the swesome power!: a preparsdness guide. Washington, DC: US Depan-
ment of Commerce, National Ocssnic snd Atmosphenc Administration, Nationsli Weather
ServicwAmencan Red Crost, 1992; repart no. NOAA/PA 92050, ARC 4493,

Notice to Readers

Workers’ Family Protection Act

On Novembar 15, 1993, CDC's National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
(NIOSH) published in the Federal Register * a request for axisting information retevant
to implementing the Workers' Family Protection Act'. NIOSH is requesting informa-
tion on incidents of family poisonings or home contaminations by substances
inadvertently carriad home by workers on their ciothing, equipment. or person and on
reguiations and methods for dealing with such incidents. Copies of the Feaeral Regis-
ter announcement are avasilable from the Docket Offica Manager, Division of
Standards Development and Technoiogy Transfer (DSDTT), NIQSH: telephone 1513)
5§33-8304. Addihonal information is avsilable from the Deputy Director. DSDTT,
NIOSH; teiephone (513) 533-8302.

*SB FR 50202-60204.
29 US.C §671a.
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Public Health Service

Centers tar Disaase Control
National institute for
Occupational Safety & Health
Raobert A Taft Laboratories
4676 Columbia Parkway
Cincinnatn QH 45226-1988

January 10, 1994

Dear Sir/Madam:

The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) has recently
published & Federal Register (FR) Netice (Enclosure 1) that requests
information relevant to implementation of the Workers' Family Protection Act
(29 USC 6§71a). The Act charges NIOSH with conducting a study of hazardous
chenicals and substances, including infectious agents, that are carried hone
by the vorker. The FR Notice dascribes the NIOSH responsibilities under the
Act, including the development of a report that will describe the extsnt of
the homa contamination problem, the efficacy of actions taken to prevent home
contanination, and the rele of government agencies in responding to incidences
of home contamination.

A previous FR Notice (Enclosure 2) was published on Septeaber 22, 1993, by
NIOSH that solicits nomipations for meabarship on the Workers' Family
Protection Task Force. This task force, vhich is mandated by the Act, will
reviev the report preparsd by NIOSH and determine if additional ressarch data
are needsd to fully address the problem of homs contamination. If addicional
data are nesdad, the task force will davelop a stratsgy to obtain this
information.

To help prepars this report, plesase respond to the appropriate gquestions in
Enclosure 1 and provide to NIOSH information (including laws or regulations),
reports, or data on the contamination of worksrs’ homes that are rslevant to
your agency or office. Please send these comments by February 14, 1994 to
Ms. Diane Manning (NIOSH Mail Stop C-15). If you have any questions on this
requast, please call Mr. John Whalen at 513/533-8306.

Sincerely yours,

/...4/ V4 /—Q

ichard ¥W. Niemeier, Ph.D.
Director
Division of Standards Development
and Technology Transfer

Enclosures
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January 10, 1994

Dear Sir/Madam:

The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) has recently
published a Federal Register {FR) Notice {see enclosed) requesting information

relevant to implementation of the Workers’ Family Protection Act (29 USC
671a}).

The Act charges NIOSH with conducting a study of hazardous chemicals and
substances, including infectious agents, that are carried home by the worker.
The FR Notice describes the NIOSH responsibilities under the Act, including
the development of a report that will describe the extent of the home
contamination problem, the efficacy of actions taken to prevent home
contamination, and the role of government agencies in responding to incidences
of home contamination.

A task force mandated by the Act will review the report prepared by NIOSH and
determine if additional research data are needed to fully address the problem
of home contamination. If additional data are needed, the task force will
develop a strategy to obtain this information.

Since your organization may have access to information on take-home toxins, we
would greatly appreciate your assistance in obtaining information for the
NIOSH report. The types of information needed are described in the enclosure
and include clinical and legal case reports, laws or regulations, and any
other relevant data. We would also appreciate your sharing this request with
other interested agencies and groups. Information should he sent by
February 14, 1994 to Ms. Diane Manning {NIOSH Mail Stop C-34). If you have
any questions, please call Mr. John Whalen, at 513/533-8306.

Sincerely yours,

Richard W. Niemeier, Ph.D.

Director

Division of Standards Development
and Technology Transfer
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Public Health Service

Centers for Disease Control
National Institute for
Occupationat Safety & Health
Robert A. Taft Laboratories
4676 Columbia Parkway
Cincinnan QH 45226-1998

January 20, 1394

Dear Sir/Madam:

The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) has recently
published a Federal Register (FR) Notice (see enclosed) requesting information
relevant to implementation of the Workers’ Family Protection Act (29 USC
671a} .

The Act charges NIOSH with conducting a study of hazardous chemicals and
substances, including infectious agents, that are carried home by the worker.
The FR Notice describes the NIOSH responsibilities under the Act, including
the development of a report that will describe the extent of the home
contamination problem, the efficacy of actions taken to prevent home
contamination, and the role of government agencies in responding to incidences
of home contamination.

Since your organization may have access to informaticon on take-home toxins, we
would greatly appreciate your assistance in obtaining information for the
NIOSH report. The types of information needed are described in the enclosure.
I am requesting your assistance especially in regard to relevant state or
local laws, any actions that may have been taken, or could be taken by your
Agency in cases of home contamination, and methods and procedures used for
decontamination and prevention of future incidents. Information should be
sent by February 14, 1994 to Ms. Diane Manning (NIOSH Mail Stop C-34). If you
have any questions, please call Mr. John Whalen, at 513/533-8306.

Sincerely yours,

0 A AL

ichard W. Niemeier, Ph.D.
Director

Division of Standards Development
and Technology Transfer
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GLOSSARY
acetylcholinesterase - an enzyme that catalyses the hydrolysis of acetylcholine to choline and acetic
acid.

angiosarcoma - a malignant tumor that originates from blood vessel elements in muscle and other
soft tissue.

allergen - a substance, often a protein, that stimulates cellular responses in the body resulting in
allergic symptoms.

allergy - hypersensitivity of the body cells to a specific substance (allergen) that results in various
types of allergic reaction.

anthrax - a disease from infection with the bacteria Bacillus anthracis.
arthropod vectors - arthropods (e.g., ticks, fleas, and mosquitoes) may transmit diseases to humans.
For example, Lyme disease may be transmitted through a bite from a tick and malaria is

transmitted to humans from mosquito bites.

asthma - a disease marked by shortness of breath and trouble breathing due to reversible
constriction of the bronchial tubes of the lung. It is often related to allergic conditions.

asthmatogen - a substance which triggers asthma attacks.

asbestosis - a fibrotic disease of the lungs caused by asbestos fibers, which results in reduced lung
volumes and difficulty in breathing.

berylliosis - a granulomatous disease of the lung related to inhalation of beryllium.
bronchoalveolar lavage - the washing out of the lung by multiple injections and removals of fluid.
blood lead level - the concentration of lead in the blood determined by laboratory methods.
chlamydia - small organisms that, like viruses, grow within host cells. However, their structure is
similar to bacteria. Chlamydia cause a number of human diseases including trachoma (a scarring

eye disease) and psittacosis (a pneumonia transmitted from birds to humans).

chloracne - an eruption of the skin resembling acne and resulting from exposure to chlorine or its
compounds.

conjunctiva - the mucous membrane covering the anterior (front) surface of the eyeball and lining
the lids.

coccidiomycosis - a systemic mycotic disease caused by the fungus Coccidioides immitis.
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GLOSSARY
cyanotic - relating to the dark bluish or purplish coloration of the skin and mucous membranes due
to deficient oxygenation of the blood in the lungs or to an abnormally great reduction of the blood
in its passage through the capillaries.
droplet nuclei - droplets that contain infectious particles and are made by the evaporation of fluid
from the droplets formed during the production of aerosols. Droplet nuclei may remain suspended
in the air for long periods of time and are associated with respiratory diseases.
dysphagia - difficulty swallowing.
encephalitis - inflammation of the brain.

encephalopathic - relating to any disease of the brain.

esophageal perforation - a hole in the portion of the digestive tract between the throat and the
stomach.

febrile disease - a disease with a fever component.
fibrosis - formation of fibrous tissue, as a reactive or reparative process in the body.

fomites - inanimate objects that may be contaminated with infectious organisms and serve in their
transmission.

fungi - molds and yeasts - they have characteristics of both plants and animals and may cause
diseases (i.c., mycoses, mycotoxicoses, and allergies).

gynecomastia - excessive development of the breast in a male.
giardiasis - an intestinal infection with the protozoan Giardia lamblia.
hepatomegaly - enlargement of the liver.

imbecile - mentally deficient.

lymphoblastic - relating to a young, immature cell that is destined to mature into a lymphocyte
white blood cell.

mental retardation - an intellectual deficit that causes incompetence in the performance of social -
roles.

metastasis - in cancer, the appearance of neoplasms (tumors) in parts of the body remote from the
seat of the primary tumor.

mesothelioma - a tumor derived from the cells of the pleural or peritoneal membranes.

moribund - dying, at the point of death.
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GLOSSARY

mucous membranes - membranes that line the passages and cavities of the body which
communicate directly or indirectly with the exterior.

mycoplasma - small organisms that grow within host cells. They are similar to bacteria but their

cell walls are less complex. Mycoplasma are often associated with a relatively mild type of
pneumonia.

necropsy - antopsy; an examination of the organs of a dead body for the purpose of determining the
cause of death or of studying the pathologic changes present.

nephropathy - any disease of the kidney.

paralysis - loss of power of voluntary movement in a muscle through injury or disease of its nerve
supply.

parasites - an organism that lives on a different organism without contributing anything to the
survival of the host. Human parasites may be classified as protozoa, helminths (worms), mites, and
lice.

parenchymal - relating to the specific tissue of a gland or organ, contained in and supported by the
connective tissue framework, or stroma.

parturition - the act of giving birth.
pathogen - any virus, microorganism, or other substance causing a disease.
pericardial - surrounding the heart; relating to the membrane surrounding the heart (pericardium).

peritoneal - the membrane lining the abdominal cavity and covering most of the organs contained in
the abdominal cavity.

pharyngitis - inflammation of the throat (i.e. the area of the gastrointestinal track between the
mouth and the esophagus).

pleura - the membrane surrounding the lungs and lining the walls of the thoracic (chest) cavity.
pleural plaques - a patch or small differentiated area on the pleura.

protozoa - normally found as a microscopic single celled organism. Also, grows in colonies and
exhibits some features of lower level animals. Malaria and amebiasis are examples of parasitic
diseases in humans caused by protozoa.

Q fever - a febrile disease due to infection with the rickettsiae Coxiella burnetii.

radiographic - pertaining to X-ray imaging.

rhinitis - inflammation of the nasal mucous membrane.
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rickettsiae - small microorganisms that, like viruses, grow within host cells and may produce disease.
Unlike viruses, these organisms, have a more complicated structure, multiply like bacteria, and are
susceptible to antibiotics. Rickettsial diseases are frequently transmitted by bites from ticks or lice.

sarcoidosis - a multiple organ system disease of unknown cause which can involve the lymph nodes,
lungs, skin, and eyes.

status epilepticus - a condition in which one major attack of epilepsy (i.e. seizures) succeeds
another with little or no intermission.

transbronchial - across a bronchus (the breathing tubes of the lung).

viruses - the smallest organisms that produce disease. They grow within host cells and take over
the metabolic functions of the host organism to reproduce themselves.

wrist drop (double wrist drop) - paralysis of the extensors of the wrist and fingers from a lesion of
the nerve supply. Double wrist drop would mean both wrists are affected.

zoonotic diseases - a disease in man acquired from animals.

281 # U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1995: 750-176/ 20021






	APPENDICES
	Appendix 1. The Workers™ Family Protection Act
	Appendix 2. Federal Register Notice 58 FR 60202 - 60204
	Appendix 3. Letters Requesting Information
	Appendix 4. Acknowledgments
	Appendix 5. Glossary


