
Unlike Married Couples, Most 
Single Parents Were Renters
Percent of metro area family households with own 
children under 18 years old who owned their home and 
percent who rented, by family type:  1990
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Renters

Married couple

Single-parent

All

Maintained
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Maintained
by a man
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Metro Area Rankings by Single-Parent Families

(Metro areas with 1 million or more persons)

Anaheim–Santa Ana, CA  PMSA 278,456 20.0 42 41,248 14,481 2.8. . . . . . . 
Atlanta, GA  MSA 376,734 24.8 23 79,093 14,174 5.6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Baltimore, MD  MSA 285,017 28.2 5 67,173 13,070 5.1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bergen–Passaic, NJ  PMSA 142,555 18.2 44 21,126 4,880 4.3. . . . . . . . . . . 
Boston, MA  PMSA 305,463 23.0 36 60,749 9,416 6.5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Charlotte–Gastonia–
Rock Hill, NC–SC  MSA 148,286 23.1 34 28,284 6,038 4.7. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Chicago, IL  PMSA 709,586 27.2 9 162,982 30,131 5.4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cincinnati, OH–KY–

IN  PMSA 190,856 25.1 17 40,897 7,060 5.8. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cleveland, OH  PMSA 217,724 27.4 8 51,270 8,489 6.0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Columbus, OH  MSA 175,635 24.8 23 36,339 7,219 5.0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Dallas, TX  PMSA 340,945 23.3 33 64,676 14,903 4.3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Denver, CO  PMSA 213,599 25.3 15 43,399 10,714 4.1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Detroit, MI  PMSA 551,789 29.2 4 138,398 22,608 6.1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Fort Lauderdale–Hollywood–   

Pompano Beach, FL PMSA 130,400 26.6 12 27,240 7,410 3.7. . . . . . . . . 
Fort Worth–Arlington, TX  PMSA 181,771 21.4 41 30,969 7,845 3.9. . . . . . . 

Houston, TX  PMSA 455,143 24.0 29 88,375 21,041 4.2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Indianapolis, IN  MSA 164,761 24.8 23 33,644 7,142 4.7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Kansas City, MO–KS  MSA 205,943 24.2 28 41,320 8,420 4.9. . . . . . . . . . . . 
Los Angeles–Long Beach, CA  PMSA 1,015,965 27.2 9 208,090 68,140 3.1. 
Miami–Hialeah, FL  PMSA 219,409 30.8 3 53,692 13,913 3.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Middlesex–Somerset–   
Hunterdon, NJ  PMSA 118,890 14.8 45 14,214 3,433 4.1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Milwaukee, WI  PMSA 179,714 27.6 7 43,073 6,599 6.5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Minneapolis–St. Paul, MN–WI  MSA 325,808 21.5 40 57,435 12,451 4.6. . . . 
Nassau–Suffolk, NY  PMSA 300,669 13.9 46 34,234 7,682 4.5. . . . . . . . . . . . 
New Orleans, LA  MSA 160,702 33.6 2 46,801 7,134 6.6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

New York, NY  PMSA 925,042 35.9 1 286,976 44,839 6.4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Newark, NJ  PMSA 212,749 24.9 22 44,418 8,633 5.1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Norfolk–Virginia Beach–   

Newport News, VA  MSA 184,738 24.8 23 38,730 7,017 5.5. . . . . . . . . . . 
Oakland, CA  PMSA 251,284 26.7 11 53,609 13,447 4.0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Orlando, FL  MSA 130,729 24.3 27 25,098 6,608 3.8. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Philadelphia, PA–NJ  PMSA 560,904 25.0 20 116,248 23,977 4.8. . . . . . . . . . . 
Phoenix, AZ  MSA 259,911 25.1 17 50,044 15,225 3.3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Pittsburgh, PA  PMSA 231,531 22.5 38 44,665 7,461 6.0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Portland, OR  PMSA 155,095 23.8 31 28,751 8,167 3.5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Riverside–San Bernardino, CA  PMSA 344,193 23.1 34 59,539 19,992 3.0. . 

Rochester, NY  MSA 125,191 25.2 16 26,415 5,163 5.1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sacramento, CA  MSA 186,950 28.2 5 41,923 10,767 3.9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Salt Lake City–Ogden, UT  MSA 153,694 18.7 43 23,546 5,222 4.5. . . . . . . . 
San Antonio, TX  MSA 173,352 25.6 14 37,408 6,997 5.3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
San Diego, CA  MSA 291,335 25.0 20 57,149 15,588 3.7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

San Francisco, CA  PMSA 151,153 23.9 30 28,379 7,773 3.7. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
San Jose, CA  PMSA 172,166 21.7 39 27,903 9,394 3.0. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Seattle, WA  PMSA 241,845 22.8 37 43,080 12,028 3.6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
St. Louis, MO–IL  MSA 312,148 25.1 17 65,981 12,426 5.3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Tampa–St. Petersburg–   

Clearwater, FL  MSA 215,622 26.5 13 46,280 10,821 4.3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Washington, DC–MD–VA  MSA 469,624 23.6 32 90,556 20,101 4.5. . . . . . . . 

Note:  Counts reflect 100-percent response rates and are not subject to sampling variability. Metro areas correspond to the defi-
nitions that were in place in 1990.

Number of
family

households
with own
children

under 18
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all family

households
with own
children Rank

Number
maintained
by mothers

Number
maintained
by fathers

Mother-
to-father

ratio

Single-Parent Families



Some Major Differences Between Owners and Renters
Selected characteristics of single-parent family householders 
inside metro areas, by tenure:  1990

 

 

 

Owners
Renters

*Includes those living in homes other than single-family houses
or apartments.

Lived in mobile
home*

Moved into their
home during the

15 months before
the census

Had 3 or more
own children

under 18 living
with them

No high school
diploma

College graduate

9%

4%

14%

46%

12%

20%

14%

32%

22%

7%
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The Majority of 
Black Families With 
Children Contained Only
One Parent

Percent of all family households with
own children in MA’s that contained
only one parent, by householder’s
race or ethnicity:  1990

Race or ethnicity Percent

Black 55%
American Indian,

Eskimo, or Aleut 39%
Other 32%
Hispanic origin 30%
White 19%
Asian 14%

Note:  Persons of Hispanic origin
may be of any race.



Metro Area Rankings by Married-Couple Families

(Metro areas with 1 million or more persons)

Percent of
all family

households
with own
children Rank

Anaheim–Santa Ana, CA  PMSA 80.0 5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Atlanta, GA  MSA 75.2 21. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Baltimore, MD  MSA 71.8 41. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Bergen–Passaic, NJ  PMSA 81.8 3. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Boston, MA  PMSA 77.0 11. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Charlotte–Gastonia–   
Rock Hill, NC–SC  MSA 76.9 12. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Chicago, IL  PMSA 72.8 37. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cincinnati, OH–KY–IN  PMSA 74.9 28. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cleveland, OH  PMSA 72.6 39. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Columbus, OH  MSA 75.2 21. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Dallas, TX  PMSA 76.7 14. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Denver, CO  PMSA 74.7 32. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Detroit, MI  PMSA 70.8 43. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Fort Lauderdale–Hollywood–   

Pompano Beach, FL PMSA 73.4 35. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Fort Worth–Arlington, TX  PMSA 78.6 6. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Houston, TX  PMSA 76.0 18. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Indianapolis, IN  MSA 75.2 21. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Kansas City, MO–KS  MSA 75.8 19. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Los Angeles–Long Beach, CA  PMSA 72.8 37. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Miami–Hialeah, FL  PMSA 69.2 44. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Middlesex–Somerset–   
Hunterdon, NJ  PMSA 85.2 2. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Milwaukee, WI  PMSA 72.4 40. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Minneapolis–St. Paul, MN–WI  MSA 78.5 7. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Nassau–Suffolk, NY  PMSA 86.1 1. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
New Orleans, LA  MSA 66.4 45. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

New York, NY  PMSA 64.1 46. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Newark, NJ  PMSA 75.1 25. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Norfolk–Virginia Beach–  

Newport News, VA  MSA 75.2 21. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Oakland, CA  PMSA 73.3 36. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Orlando, FL  MSA 75.7 20. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Philadelphia, PA–NJ  PMSA 75.0 26. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Phoenix, AZ  MSA 74.9 28. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Pittsburgh, PA  PMSA 77.5 9. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Portland, OR  PMSA 76.2 16. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Riverside–San Bernardino, CA  PMSA 76.9 12. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Rochester, NY  MSA 74.8 31. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Sacramento, CA  MSA 71.8 41. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Salt Lake City–Ogden, UT  MSA 81.3 4. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
San Antonio, TX  MSA 74.4 33. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
San Diego, CA  MSA 75.0 26. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

San Francisco, CA  PMSA 76.1 17. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
San Jose, CA  PMSA 78.3 8. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Seattle, WA  PMSA 77.2 10. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
St. Louis, MO–IL  MSA 74.9 28. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Tampa–St. Petersburg–   

Clearwater, FL  MSA 73.5 34. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Washington, DC–MD–VA  MSA 76.4 15. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Note:  Counts reflect 100-percent response rates and are not subject to
sampling variability. Metro areas correspond to the definitions that were in
place in 1990.

Data for Smaller MA’s

The tables in this Brief contain
data only for the 46 largest
metro areas. However, the in-
formation we show in them is
available at a small charge for
all 335 metropolitan areas. To
order these printouts, call 
Timothy Grall (301-763-8553).
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