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To: Jule L. Sigall
    Associate Register for Policy & International Affairs

Date:     05/05/2005

From:     Andrew J. Murren 

Comment:
I submit that a work should be considered orphaned if it is: 

  a. not available commercially for more than ten years  

  b. if reasonable attempts to contact the copyright holder over a two year period 
are unsuccessful

  c. the author no longer updates, maintains, or provides support for the work

At the end of that period the work should be released under the Creative Commons 
Attribution license.  All manners of works should be covered, software (including 
source code), visual media, audio media, and documents.

In the end no one is served if works are excluded from 
use when the author no longer actively supports the work.  Everyone benefits when 
information and knowledge is free to be used, shared and expanded upon.
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