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Purpose and Need 
 
The purpose of the proposed action is to exchange a 160 acre tract of the Todd Game Production 
Area (GPA) held by the South Dakota Department of Game, Fish & Parks - Wildlife Division 
(SDGFP) for a 157.5 acre tract of private in-holding property owned by Martin J. Vanderploeg, 
Trustee of the Martin J. Vanderploeg 2001 Revocable Living Trust (Vanderploeg).  
Additionally, the Federal interest in the SDGFP property proposed for exchange would be 
transferred to the acquired Vanderploeg property. 
 
The 2,270 acre Todd GPA, acquired in December 1997 with Pittman-Robertson Wildlife 
Restoration Act program funds, is managed by SDGFP for wildlife habitat and public hunting 
opportunities.  The Vanderploeg property amounts to a private in-holding, sharing a common 
boundary on three sides with the Todd GPA.  The SDGFP property, while being contiguous with 
the Todd GPA property, is a semi-isolated tract, separated from the main GPA complex by a 
well traveled county road.  A map of the proposed exchange properties is attached as Appendix 
A. 
 
The need for this action is that as an in-hold, the Vanderploeg property has presented law 
enforcement (trespass) and management (depredation and habitat fragmentation) challenges for 
SDGFP.  Attempts to alleviate these problems with standard management practices have been 
mostly unsuccessful, and as such challenges persist.  Additionally, the semi-isolated nature of the 
SDGFP property has presented management challenges (habitat fragmentation) as well.  Being 
separated by a county road lends the SDGFP property to requiring management activities 
separate from the balance of the Todd GPA. 
 
The exchange of SDGFP property and transfer of Federal interest therein constitutes a federal 
action pursuant to the National Environmental Protection Act of 1969, as amended (NEPA).  
This Environmental Assessment (EA) has been prepared to examine the impacts of the land 
exchange on the human environment.   
 
Upon examining the effects of this proposed property exchange SDGFP has determined that the 
affected wildlife resources and public interests would benefit most through the proposed 
property exchange and transfer of Federal interest. 
 
Alternatives 
 
Alternative A (Preferred Action) 
 
Exchange and transfer Federal interest in SDGFP property for Vanderploeg property. 
 
The Preferred Action consists of exchanging the SDGFP property for the Vanderploeg property, 
and subsequently assigning the Federal interest in the exchanged SDGFP property to the 
received Vanderploeg property.  The Preferred Action would allow SDGFP to address multiple 
management challenges associated with the Todd GPA in a single property exchange action. 
 



 3

The 2,270 acre Todd GPA was acquired in December 1997 with Pittman-Robertson Wildlife 
Restoration Act program funds providing 75% Federal share through Federal Assistance Grant 
W-136-L-1.  The current appraised value of the SDGFP property is $88,000.00 as determined 
through the preparation and subsequent review of a complete appraisal report according to 
recognized appraisal principals and practices (Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal 
Practices) and Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions.  The current 
appraised value of the Vanderploeg property is $90,500.00 as determined through the 
preparation and subsequent review of a complete appraisal report according to recognized 
appraisal principals and practices (Uniform Standards of Professional Appraisal Practices) and 
Uniform Appraisal Standards for Federal Land Acquisitions. 
 
An Exchange Agreement between SDGFP and Vanderploeg will be executed detailing specific 
provisions of the proposed property exchange.  A draft copy of the exchange agreement is 
attached as Appendix B. 
 
Alternative B (No Action) 
 
If no action is taken, SDGFP will cancel the exchange proposal, and ownership of the Todd GPA 
and Vanderploeg property will remain as is.  As such, management challenges associated with a 
semi-isolated tract and a private in-holding will continue to exist.  SDGFP could pursue disposal 
of the semi-isolated Todd GPA tract via outright sale or other exchange options.  Further SDGFP 
could pursue acquiring the Vanderploeg property through fee title acquisition.  However none of 
these approaches are desired or acceptable. 
 
Other Alternatives Considered 
 
Purchase the Vanderploeg property 
 
Acquiring adjacent property to existing GPAs is a priority for SDGFP.  This is particularly true 
of in-holding situations such as the Vanderploeg property.  An open offer by SDGFP to Mr. 
Vanderploeg to purchase his property has been in place for some time.  However, Mr. 
Vanderploeg, being an active farmer, relies on his existing land base to maintain a profitable 
farming business.  As such, Mr. Vanderploeg does not desire to sell his property without having 
suitable replacement property available for purchase or exchange.  While purchasing the 
Vanderploeg property is an option for SDGFP, the property is not available for outright purchase 
and therefore this alternative is not viable for SDGFP. 
 
Dispose of the SDGFP property 
 
Disposing of GPAs that present significant management or access challenges is an option 
available to SDGFP.  However, the Todd GPA is a relatively large GPA complex for southwest 
South Dakota.  As such, the Todd GPA offers a unique management opportunity to provide large 
contiguous blocks of high quality wildlife habitat and public hunting opportunities.  It is 
undesirable for SDGFP to dispose of any portion of the Todd GPA unless sufficient and 
adjoining replacement property is available. Therefore this alternative is not viable for SDGFP.  
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Affected Environments 
 
Physical Resources 
 

Location and Management:  
The 160 acre SDGFP proposed exchange parcel is located approximately 5 miles 

south of Martin in Bennett County, South Dakota.  It is described legally as the SE1/4 of 
Section 9, Township 36 North, Range 37 West of the 6th P.M.  A majority of the property 
is currently in annual crop production (130 acres), with the balance in wetland, planted 
shelterbelt and road right-of-way. 

The 157.5 acre Vanderploeg proposed exchange parcel is located approximately 5 
miles south of Martin in Bennett County, South Dakota.  It is described legally as the 
NE1/4 of Section 17, Township 36 North, Range 37 West of the 6th P.M., excepting there 
from the NW1/4NW1/4NW1/4NE1/4 of said Section 17.  The Vanderploeg property is 
currently planted to a mixture of native grasses and forbs. 

 
Recreation: 

The SDGFP property, while open to public hunting and other wildlife related 
recreation, has offered limited opportunity for these activities due to a lack of financial 
and personnel resources needed to adequately develop the habitats to support these 
activities.  By contrast, the Vanderploeg property is privately owned and open to hunting 
and related wildlife recreation by permission of the landowner.  However, habitat has 
recently been developed on this property in the form of perennial native grassland species 
[big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii), switchgrass (Panicum virgatum), green 
needlegrass (Stipa viridula), western wheatgrass (Pascopyrum smithii)], through 
enrollment in the Conservation Reserve Program.  This habitat type provides 
opportunities for wildlife related recreation desired on Game Production Areas.  This 
habitat development however has also exacerbated the perennial trespass situation on the 
Vanderploeg property. 

 
Wetland Resources: 

The SDGFP property contains 4 palustrine emergent wetland basins covering 25.7 
acres, as identified by National Wetlands Inventory.  A map showing the location and 
classification of these wetlands is attached as Appendix C.  These wetland areas have 
traditionally been cultivated and farmed as environmental conditions allowed.  This type 
of normal farming activity (plowing, planting and harvesting) is exempt from Section 404 
permitting requirements.  The Vanderploeg property does not contain wetland resources. 

 
Prime and Unique Farmlands:  

The 160 acre SDGFP proposed exchange parcel contains 41.8 acres of prime 
farmland and 19.8 acres of farmland of statewide importance (described in Appendix D). 
These areas are currently in agricultural use, and it is anticipated that these areas will 
remain in agricultural use under private ownership.  The 157.5 acre Vanderploeg 
property does not contain prime farmland or farmland of statewide importance.  No 
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conversion of agricultural lands to non-agricultural use is anticipated as a result of this 
proposed land exchange.  A map showing the location and classification of soils on each 
tract is attached as Appendix D. 

 
Historic and Cultural Resources: 
 A search of the South Dakota ARMS database indicated no cultural or historic 
properties on either the SDGFP property or the Vanderploeg property.  Additionally, a 
Level III cultural resources inventory survey was completed on the SDGFP property.  No 
historic properties were identified during the survey, and the South Dakota Office of the 
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) concurred with the determination of No 
Historic Properties Affected by the proposed undertaking.  One Tribal Historic 
Preservation Office response was received, which was also a letter of concurrence for the 
proposed undertaking. Copies of the Level III survey and letters of concurrence from the 
both the SHPO and Rosebud Sioux Tribe Historic Preservation Office are attached as 
Appendix E.  

 
Biological Resources 
 

Vegetation Resources: 
 The SDGFP property consists almost entirely of annually tilled farmland, with 
very little representation of native plant communities.  In 2002, SDGFP established a 4.9 
acre woody cover plot as winter cover for wildlife.  Species included in this woody cover 
plot are Rocky Mountain juniper (Juniperus scopulorum), Juneberry (Amelanchier 
alnifolia), Nannyberry (Viburnum lentago), chokecherry (Prunus virginiana), and wild 
plum (Prunus americana).   

The Vanderploeg property, while annually tilled in the recent past, was seeded in 
2007 to a mixture of native grasses and forbs under a Conservation Reserve Program 
contract.  Species include big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii), switchgrass (Panicum 
virgatum), green needlegrass (Stipa viridula), western wheatgrass (Pascopyrum smithii), 
and several native forb species. 
 
Wildlife Resources: 

Both the SDGFP property and Vanderploeg property host a variety of resident 
and migratory wildlife, both game and non-game species, with specific species 
composition being a reflection of habitat composition, habitat conditions and season of 
the year.  Common game species located on and around the area include mule deer 
(Odocoileus hemionus), white-tailed deer Odocoileus virginianus), Eastern cottontail 
(Sylvilagus floridanus), mallard (Anas platyrhynchos), gadwall (Anas strepera), 
American widgeon (Anas americana), blue-winged teal (Anas discors), Northern 
shoveler (Anas clypeata), Northern pintail (Anas acuta), green-winged teal (Anas 
crecca), gray partridge (Perdix perdix), ring-necked pheasant (Phasianus colchicus) and 
sharp-tailed grouse (Tympanuchus phasianellus). 

Non-game species commonly located on or in the vicinity of the area include 
thirteen-lined ground squirrel (Spermophilus tridecemlineatus), plains pocket gopher 
(Geomys bursarius), deer mouse (Peromyscus maniculatus), prairie vole (Microts 



 6

ochrogaster), coyote (Canis latrans), red fox (Vulpes vulpes), raccoon (Procyon lotor), 
American badger (Taxidea taxus), common gartersnake (Thamnolphis sirtalis), prairie 
rattlesnake (Crotalus viridis), northern harrier (Circus cyaneus), red-tailed hawk (Buteo 
jamaicensis), prairie falcon (Falco mexicanus), upland sandpiper (Bartramia 
longicauda), great horned owl (Bubo virginianus), western kingbird (Tyrannus 
verticalis), eastern kingbird (Tyrannus tyrannus), horned lark (Eremophila alpestris), 
Sprague’s pipit (Anthus spragueii), vesper sparrow (Pooecetes gramineus), lark sparrow 
(Chondestes grammacus), lark bunting (Calamospiza melanocorys), savannah sparrow 
(Passerculus sandwichensis), grasshopper sparrow (Ammodramus savannarum), 
chestnut-collared longspur (Calcarius ornatus), dickcissel (Spiza americana), bobolink 
(Dolichonyx oryzivous), and western meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta). 

 
Fish and Other Aquatic Species: 
 Neither the SDGFP property or Vanderploeg property support fish habitat or fish 
species.  While the wetlands located on the SDGFP property likely provide seasonal 
habitat for several aquatic dependant species [e.g. tiger salamander (Ambystoma 
tigrinum), Northern leopard frog (Lithobates pipiens), and painted turtle (Chrysemys 
picta)], the temporary nature of these wetland resources do little to sustain viable 
populations of these species.  

 
Special Status Species: 
 No federally listed, threatened or candidate species per the Endangered Species 
Act are known to occupy or occur on either the SDGFP or Vanderploeg properties.  The 
proposed exchange will not affect or impact endangered, threatened, or candidate species 
or critical habitat in the area for these species, as stated in the attached letter (Appendix 
F) from the South Dakota Natural Heritage Program. 

 
Environmental Consequences 
 
Alternative A (Preferred Action) 
 
After the exchange, SDGFP would no longer own a semi-isolated tract of the Todd Game 
Production Area.  Further, an in-holding of private land that has caused law enforcement and 
management challenges to SDGFP would also be eliminated.  SDGFP would be left with a more 
contiguous wildlife management area, facilitating more efficient and effective habitat 
management and public recreation opportunities. 
 
Alternative B (No Action) 
 
If the No Action alternative occurs, SDGFP would retain ownership and management of the 
Todd Game Production Area as it currently exists.  SDGFP would still face challenges in 
managing its semi-isolated parcel and in dealing with the Vanderploeg in-holding.  Further, as 
Mr. Vanderploeg is willing to assist SDGFP with this exchange endeavor, it is important to seize 
the opportunity.  If the exchange is not completed and the Vanderploeg property is acquired by 
another private party, future opportunities to address the management and law enforcement 
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challenges associated with the Todd Game Production Area may be lost. 
 
In summary, when assessing the impacts of SDGFP’s decision for proposing the exchange, it 
appears that the Preferred Action would cause the least adverse overall impacts to wildlife, 
wildlife habitat and public use of the Todd Game Production Area.  A summary of potential 
impacts topics is provided below for both alternatives in Table 1. 
 
Table 1. Summary of Potential Impacts to Identified Impact Topics 
 

IMPACTS BY ALTERNATIVE IMPACT TOPIC Preferred Action No Action 

RECREATION 

Given current land use and 
habitat conditions on each 
property, a significant increase in 
public hunting and related 
wildlife recreation would result 
from the exchange. 

Without additional habitat 
development on the SDGFP 
property, there would be a no 
affect on current hunting and 
related wildlife recreation. 

WETLAND 
RESOURCES 

The exchange will not negatively 
affect the integrity or value of the 
wetland resources as they 
presently exist on the SDGFP 
property.  Further, it is 
anticipated that the wetlands, 
once under private ownership, 
will remain in normal agricultural 
use as environmental conditions 
allow.  And as subjected to 
normal agricultural practices, the 
wetlands will continue to be 
exempt from Section 404 
permitting requirements. 

Without additional habitat 
development on the SDGFP 
property, including their 
discontinued agricultural use 
and vegetative restoration, 
there would be no affect on 
the wetland resources. And as 
subjected to normal 
agricultural practices, the 
wetlands will continue to be 
exempt from Section 404 
permitting requirements. 

PRIME AND UNIQUE 
FARMLAND 

The SDGFP property, while 
containing some prime farmland 
and farmland of statewide 
importance, is currently in 
agricultural use, and it is 
anticipated that these areas will 
remain in agricultural use under 
private ownership.  See Appendix 
D for location and descriptions of 
these soils.  No conversion of any 
agricultural lands to non-
agricultural use is anticipated and 
therefore no negative affect will 
occur. 

As the only prime farmland 
and farmland of statewide 
importance is located on 
SDGFP property, this 
alternative will not affect 
continued use of the property 
for agricultural purposes. 
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HISTORIC AND 
CULTURAL 

RESOURCES  

A Level III cultural resources 
inventory survey was completed 
for the SDGFP property, and a 
Level I records search was 
conducted for both SDGFP and 
Vanderploeg properties, in which 
no historic properties were 
identified.  The South Dakota 
SHPO concurred with the 
determination of No Historic 
Properties Affected by the 
proposed undertaking.  See 
Appendix E for copies of the 
survey and letter of concurrence 
from the SHPO. 

The SDGFP property contains 
no known historic and cultural 
resources, and therefore No 
Historic Properties Affected 
by this alternative. 

VEGETATION 
RESOURCES 

The proposed exchange will not 
affect the integrity or value of the 
existing vegetation present on 
either property.  Vegetation on 
the Vanderploeg property will 
remain in place and managed for 
wildlife habitat benefits. 

Without additional habitat 
development on the SDGFP 
property, including 
discontinuing annual 
agricultural use and vegetative 
restoration, there would be no 
affect on the existing 
vegetative resources. 

WILDLIFE 
RESOURCES 

The exchange will not negatively 
affect the local wildlife species 
composition, population levels or 
value of either property to 
wildlife species.  Any additional 
harvest of game species from the 
property will not affect local 
populations, as hunting seasons 
and limits provide for only 
sustainable harvest levels. Under 
SDGFP ownership and 
management, wildlife habitat 
conditions will improve on the 
Vanderploeg property.  

Without additional habitat 
development on the SDGFP 
property, there would be a no 
affect on current wildlife 
resources. 



FISH AND OTHER 
AQUATIC SPECIES 

The proposed exchange will 
not negatively affect aquatic 
wildlife species, and it is 
anticipated that the wetlands 
on the SDGFP property will 
remain intact under private 
ownership and continue to 
provide seasonal habitat for 
aquatic species. 

Without additional wetland 
habitat improvements to the 
SDGFP property, including 
vegetative restorations, there 
would be no affect on aquatic 
species. 

SPECIAL STATUS 
SPECIES 

The proposed exchange will 
not affect or impact 
endangered, threatened, or 
candidate species or critical 
habitat in the area for these 
species as these species and 
their habitats are not present 
on either property. 

Because the SDGFP property 
contains no endangered, 
threatened, or candidate 
species or critical habitat in 
the area for these species, 
there is no affect for this 
alternative. 

 
Cumulative Impacts 
 
SDGFP purchased the Todd Game Production Area in 1997 for wildlife habitat and public 
hunting purposes.  In the decade since, SDGFP has developed and managed wildlife habitat on 
the property, and has provided untold hours of wildlife related recreation opportunities consistent 
with the purpose for which the Todd GPA was acquired.  Further, SDGFP has long desired to 
reduce management challenges associated with a private in-holding and a semi-isolated tract.  
Only recently has a legitimate opportunity to accomplish this become available. 
 
The exchange of SDGFP property for Vanderploeg property would help SDGFP attain its desire 
to more efficiently and effectively manage its property, but also reduce a perennial trespass 
situation resulting from the partial in-holding.  Any loss of wildlife habitat and wildlife related 
recreational opportunities by disposal of the SDGFP property will be replaced in full by the 
habitat and recreation opportunities present on the Vanderploeg property. 
 
Public Review 
 
 
List of Preparers 
 
Paul Coughlin, Habitat Program Administrator, SDGFP, Pierre, SD 
Nora Kohlenberg, Federal Aid Coordinator, SDGFP, Pierre, SD 
Dennie Mann, Regional Habitat Program Manager, SDGFP, Rapid City, SD 
Tom Beck, Wildlife Conservation Officer, SDGFP, Martin, SD 
Eddie Bennett, Grant Specialist, USFWS- Wildlife and Sportfish Restoration, Region 6, 
Lakewood, CO  
Connie Young-Dubovsky, Team Leader, USFWS- Wildlife and Sportfish Restoration, Region 6, 
Lakewood, CO  
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Appendix B: Draft Exchange Agreement  
 

EXCHANGE AGREEMENT 
 

This AGREEMENT is made and entered into by and between the following parties: 
  DEPARTMENT:  South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks 
                523 East Capitol 
   Pierre, South Dakota 57501 
 
   VANDERPLOEG: Martin J. Vanderploeg  

22958 293rd St. 
Martin, SD 57551 

 
 Whereas, DEPARTMENT owns an interest in real estate described as: 
 

 SE1/4 of Section 9, Township 36 North, Range 37 West of the 6th P.M., Bennett 
County, hereinafter referred to as GFP PROPERTY, which is valued at $88,000.00; 
and 

 
 Whereas, VANDERPLOEG owns an interest in real estate described as: 
 

 NE1/4 of Section 17, Township 36 North, Range 37 West of the 6th P.M., excepting 
there from the NW1/4NW1/4NW1/4NE1/4 of said Section 17, Bennett County, 
hereinafter referred to as VANDERPLOEG PROPERTY, which is valued at 
$90,500.00; and 

 
 Whereas, DEPARTMENT and VANDERPLOEG each desire to exchange with one another 
the interest in real estate as above described and owned by each other for purposes of providing 
DEPARTMENT with real property that is more suitable to DEPARTMENT purposes at Todd Game 
Production Area located in Bennett County, South Dakota (i.e., the VANDERPLOEG PROPERTY 
will better consolidate each parties’ holdings and provide for more efficient and effective 
management); and  
 Whereas, the parties hereto have orally agreed upon terms and conditions of the exchange of 
their respective interest in properties which properties have been appraised with GFP PROPERTY 
valued at $88,000.00 and VANDERPLOEG PROPERTY valued at $90,500.00; and  
 Whereas, it is the intent of this AGREEMENT to provide for the conditions and terms of an 
exchange of interest in GFP PROPERTY for VANDERPLOEG PROPERTY based on said oral 
agreement; and 
 Whereas, VANDERPLOEG and DEPARTMENT have knowledge of the physical 
dimensions, boundaries, and location of the property to be exchanged; and  
 Whereas, VANDERPLOEG acknowledges that it is a condition precedent to the exchange of 
the above referenced interest in properties that the Game, Fish and Parks Commission approve of the 
exchange by appropriate RESOLUTION; and  
 Whereas, VANDERPLOEG further acknowledges that there are statutory requirements 
relating to procedures and methods of exchange and conveyance of property owned by 
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DEPARTMENT by which DEPARTMENT must obtain approval of the Governor of the State of 
South Dakota, and any conveyance of title of GFP PROPERTY must be signed by the Governor and 
attested to by the Commissioner of School and Public Lands, all of which must be completed before 
DEPARTMENT is authorized to exchange its interest in the property subject to this AGREEMENT, 
which also constitute conditions precedent to exchange of the respective interest in properties; and  
 Whereas, Governor approval of the exchange requires that DEPARTMENT will obtain 
marketable and merchantable title to the property to be exchanged by VANDERPLOEG reserving 
unto VANDERPLOEG all mineral rights thereto, and that DEPARTMENT will provide 
VANDERPLOEG with marketable and merchantable title to the property to be exchanged by 
DEPARTMENT reserving unto the STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA all mineral rights as required by 
SDCL § 5-2-12; and 
 Whereas, following execution of this AGREEMENT by the parties hereto and its approval 
by the GFP Commission, DEPARTMENT agrees to submit this AGREEMENT to the Governor of 
the State of South Dakota to obtain Governor approval of the intended exchange of interest in 
property pursuant to the terms and conditions contained herein; and  
 Whereas, the parties understand and agree that in the event either the GFP Commission or 
the Governor do not approve of the property exchange contemplated herein, this AGREEMENT 
shall be deemed null and void from the beginning without expense or further obligation of either 
party; and   
 Whereas, this AGREEMENT encompasses and incorporates all of the terms and conditions 
of the oral understandings between the parties hereto relative to this AGREEMENT. 
 Now, therefore, for adequate consideration consisting of the mutual obligations and 
covenants contained herein, the parties hereto further agree to the following in the event the 
Governor approves of the exchange of property and executes the deed of conveyance to 
VANDERPLOEG (said deed to be delivered upon compliance with all terms and conditions 
contained herein): 
 1.  Prior to time of exchange of Deeds to their respective properties, each party hereto agrees 
that all 2007 real estate taxes due and payable in year 2008 and prior years are paid in full, and that 
the 2008 real estate taxes due and payable in 2009 shall be paid and prorated according to time of 
possession of the respective parcels of property, said pro-ration to be based upon the 2007 real estate 
taxes. 

2.  VANDERPLOEG and DEPARTMENT shall each furnish the other with title 
insurance in an amount equal to the appraised value of each party’s respective parcel of property 
and which shows merchantable title thereto in said party except that DEPARTMENT shall 
reserve unto itself all mineral rights in its property as required by SDCL § 5-2-12, and 
VANDERPLOEG shall reserve unto himself all mineral rights in his property. 
 
 Within a reasonable time after receipt of approval of the exchange of property from the 
Governor and at a time to be agreed upon by the parties hereto, each party shall deliver to the other 
party its respective deed conveying title to the following: 

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA (for the use and benefit of the Department of Game, Fish and 
Parks), 523 East Capitol, Pierre, South Dakota 57501 

 
MARTIN J. VANDERPLOEG, 22958 293rd St., Martin, SD 57551  

   



 14

 3.  Subject to approval of the exchange by the GFP Commission and the Governor, 
completion of the exchange and delivery of the deeds shall occur as soon as is practicable following 
a determination that each party can convey marketable title of said party’s property to the other.   
 4.  Each party shall pay any transfer fees which may be due and owing on the property they 
are transferring to the other.  Each party hereto shall be responsible for paying its own closing costs 
and expenses incurred in connection with the implementation of this Agreement, including but not 
limited to its own attorney’s fees and costs. 
 5.  DEPARTMENT and VANDERPLOEG mutually agree that payments for the CRP 
contract currently in place on the VANDERPLOEG property shall remain with VANDERPLOEG, 
and that the DEPARTMENT and VANDERPLOEG will complete any necessary FSA paperwork to 
affect such arrangement.  Further, VANDERPLOEG agrees that said CRP contract shall not be 
renewed, extended or in any way continued beyond the original expiration date. 
 6. In the event either the GFP Commission or the Governor do not approve of the property 
exchange contemplated by this AGREEMENT, then the parties hereto acknowledge and agree that 
this AGREEMENT shall be deemed null and void from the beginning and without expense or 
further obligation of either party.  
 
MARTIN J VANDERPLOEG:  
 
_____________________________  on this ______ day of ________________, 2008. 
Martin J. Vanderploeg 
 
DEPARTMENT: 
 
_____________________________ on this ______ day of ________________, 2008. 
Anthony P. Leif, Director 
SD Game, Fish & Parks - Wildlife Division 
 



 Appendix C: Wetland Resources (NWI) Map of Exchange Properties 
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Appendix D: Soil Map of Exchange Properties 
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Appendix E: South Dakota SHPO Letter & Cultural Resources Survey Report  
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Appendix F: South Dakota Natural Heritage Program Letter  
 

 36
 



 
 

 37
 



 38

Species considered: whooping crane, Eskimo curlew, interior least tern, piping plover, black-
footed ferret, gray wolf, American burying beetle, Topeka shiner, pallid sturgeon, western prairie 
fringed orchid, Ute ladies-tresses, Higgins eye, scaleshell mussel, and Dakota skipper. 
 
This proposed land exchange will have no negative impact on any of the threatened, endangered, 
or candidate species considered. American burying beetle occurs in south-central South Dakota, 
but has not been located on the Todd GPA. Surveys have been done at the Todd GPA to detect 
American burying beetle presence, but none have been found nor documented. Gray wolves, 
river otter and black-footed ferrets do not occur in the study area. Ute ladies-tresses have not 
been documented in South Dakota. The pallid sturgeon, scaleshell mussel and Higgins eye 
mussel are only found in the Missouri River and occasionally along the Cheyenne River. 
Whooping cranes and Eskimo curlews only migrate through the project area during the spring 
and fall. The Topeka shiner inhabits prairie streams of eastern South Dakota and these areas will 
not be affected. The western prairie fringed orchid formerly occurred in eastern South Dakota 
but has not been seen in the state since 1916. Piping plovers currently nest primarily along the 
Missouri River and occasionally on shorelines of certain alkaline wetlands of eastern South 
Dakota. The Dakota skipper occurs in northeast South Dakota. Therefore, this proposed land 
exchange will have no effect on threatened or endangered species. 
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