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ADDRESS TO THE NAT ION : ~<;cc/ 

Z:-J a->I 
DEATH Or SPACE SHUTTLE CH AL LENGER CREW 

LADI ES AND GENTLEMEN , I HAD PL ANN ED TO SPEAK TO 

YOU TON IGHT TO REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE UNION, BUT 

THE EVENTS OF EARLIER TODAY HAVE LED ME TO CHANGE THOSE 

PLANS . TODAY IS A DAY FOR MOURN ING , AND REMEr''lBERI NG. 

NANCY AND I ARE PAI NED TO TH E CORE BY THE TRAGEDY 

OF THE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER. WE KNOWWE SH ARE THIS PA IN 

WITH AL L OF THE PEO PLE OF OU R COUNTRY.\ THIS IS TR ULY A 

NATIONA L LOSS. 

NINfTEEN YEARS AGO ALMOST TO TH E [lAY, WE LOST 

TH REE ASTRONAUTS I N A TERRI BLE ACCIDENT ON THE GROU ND, 

BU T WE HAVF NEVER LO ST AN ASTRONAUT I N FLIGHT.) WE HAVE 

NEVER HAD A TRAGEDY LIKE THIS . \ AND PERHA PS WE HAVE 

FORGOTTEN THE COURAGE IT TOOK FOR THE CREW OF THE 

SHUTTLE ,' BUT TH EY, THE CHALLENGER SEVE N, WERE AWARE OF 

THE DA NGERS -- AND OVERCAME THEM AND 0] 0 THEI R JOBS 

BRILLIANTLY. 

fiE MOURN SEVEN KEROES -- r'I I CHAEL SI1ITH, 

DICK SCOBEE, JUDI TH RESNIK, RONALD McN A!R, 

ELUSON (OH- NI H- ZOO- KUfl) , GREGORY JARVl S, 

~,N D CHR iSTA McAULlFf'E , \ W~ MOLI RN iHEI P, lOSS J\ S ~, 

NbT ] Oi'l , TOG~-;-,HEP , 

--~ '----- ---~ --
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TO TH E FA!"l I UES OF THE SEVEN : WE CANNOT BEAR. 

AS YOU DO. TH E FULL IMPACT OF TH IS TRA GEDY-- BUT W~ 

FE~ l TH E LOSS, AND WE ARE TH INKI NG ABOUT YOU SO VERY 

MUCH,r YOUR LOV ED ONES WERE DARI NG ANDBRAVE AND THEY 

HAD THAT SPECIAL GRACE. THAT SPECI AL SPJR1T THAT SAYS : 

GIV E ME A CH AL LENGE AN D I 'lL MEET IT WI TH JOY,! THEY 

HAD A HU NGER TO EXPLORE TH E UN IVE RS E AND DISCOVER ITS 

TRUTHS, TH EY WISHED TO SERVE AND THEY DID -­
THEY SERVED ALL OF US, 

WE HAVE GROWN USED TO WONDERS IN IH 1S CENTURY -­

iT's HARD TO DAZZL E US . \ BUT FOR 25 YEARS THE UNIT ED 

STATES SPACE PROGRAM HAS BEEN DOI NG JUST THAT .\ WE HAVE 

GROWN US ED TO THE IDEAOF SPACE. AND PERHAPS WE FORG ET 

THAT WE ' VE ONLY JUST BEGUN, WE'RE ST1LL PIONEERS -­

THEY. THE MEMBERS OF THE CHALLENGER CREW, 

WERE PIONEERS, 

AND [ WANT TO SAY SOMETHI NG TO THE SCHOOL CHi LDREN 

OF AMERICA WHO WERE WATCHING THE LIVE COVERAGE OF THE 

SHUTTLE's TAKEOFF, \ I KNOW lT' s HARD TO UNDERSTAND BUT 

SOMET1M£S PAINFUL THINGS LIKE THIS HAPPEN -- IT' s ALL 

PART OF THE PROCESS OF EXPLORATION AND DISCOVERY -­

iT's ALL PART OF TAKING A CHANCE AND ~Y.PANDING ~AN's 

HORIZONS, \ THE FUTURE DOESN'T BELONG TO THE 
FA INT-HEARTED -- IT BELONGS TO THE BRAVE, 

THE CHAL LENGE R CREy,' \liA S PULLING US IN TO THE FUTU RE ­
AND \'IE 'LL CO NT INUE TO FOLL OW THE"'I, 
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I'VE ALWAYS HAD GREAT FAITH IN AND RESPECT ~OR OUR 

SPACE PROGRAM -- AND WHAT HAPPENED TODAY DOES NOThING ._­
TO DIMINISH IT . w~ DON'T HIDE OUR SPACE PROGRAM,
 

WE DON'T KEEP SEC RETS AND COVER THINGS UP , WE DO IT ALL
 

UP FRONT AND IN PUBLIC . ) THAT 's THE WAY FREEDOMIS ,
 

AN DWE WOULDN 'T CH ANGE IT FOR AMINUTE,
 

WE'l l CONT INU E OUR QUEST INSPACE ,\ THERE WILL BE 

MORE SHUTTLE FLIGHTS ANDMORE SHUTTL E CREWS AND . YES. 

MORE VOLUNTEERS. MORE CIVILIANS , MORE TEACHERS . IN 

SPACE.\ NOTHING ENDS HERE - OUR HOPES AND OUR JOURN EYS 

CDNTjNUE. 

I WANT TO ADD THAT I WISH I COULD TALK TO EVERY 

MAN AND WOMAN WHO WORKS FOR NASA OR WHO WORKED ONTHIS 

MIS S1 0N AND TELL THEM: YOUR DEDICA TION AND 

PROFESSIONAL ISMHAVE MOVED AND IMPRESSED US FOR 

DEC ADES, AND WE KNOW OF YOUR ANGUISH ,j WE SHA RE iT . 

THERE's A COINCIDENCE TODAY. \ ON TH-IS DAY 

390 YEARS AGO, THE GREAT EXPLORER SIR FRAHc=CC;ISCCD~R.AKE 

DIED ABOARD SHIP OFF THE COAST OF PANAMA. IN HIS 

LI FETIME THE GREAT FRONTIERS WERE THE OCEAN~! AND A 
HISTORIAN LATER SAID, uHE LIVED BY THE SEA, DIED ON IT, 

AND ~/AS BURIED IN !T,~ ]rODAY WE CAN SAY OF THE 

CHALLENGER CREW: THEIR DEDICATION HAS, LIV,E DRAKE's, 

COMPLETE ,- - - ---- --- -_ . 



, ­

THE CREw O~ IH~ SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER HONOR ~D 

US BY THE MANN~R IN WHICH THEY LIVED THEIR LIVES. 

WE WILL NEVER FORGET THEM , ~OR THE LAST TIME WE SAW 

TH EM -- THIS MORNI NG. AS THEY PREPARED FOR THE1R 

JOURNEY . AND WAVED GOODBYE, AND "SLl PPED THE SURLY 

BONDS OF EARTH" TO "TOUCH THE FACE OF GOD ," 

THAN K YOU , 

#I 1/ 1/
 



Jenua :;:-y 28. 1986 

A~tachee i s the dra ! t f o r 
your br i~ f televised address 
f r om the Ova l Office . The 
s peech ~i l l be on a 
t e l epr omp ter. The remarks 
have b e en reviewed and 
a pp rove d by your Senior 
S t a f f . 

Pl eas e re t u rn t he dra f t t o 
the Us he r ' s Of fice af ter you 
are fin i s hed wi th your 
edi ts . 

~.;"
 
David Chew 
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PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS,	 DEATH OF SPACE SHUTTLE CHALLENGER CREW 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 2 8 , 1 986 

La di e s a nd gentleme n , I had p l a nn e d to speak to y ou tonight 

t o r eport on the State o f t he Union, but the e vent s of e a r l ier 

today have led me to c hange tho s e p lans . Today i s a d ay for 

mourni ng, and r eme mbe r i ng. 

Nancy and I a re pained to t he co re b y the tragedy o f t he 

Shuttle Chal lenger. We know we share t h i s pa i n with a l l of the 

people o f ou r c ountry_ This is truly a nat iona l loss . 

Ni ne teen ye a r s ago a lmost to t he day, we l o s t t h r e e 

astrona u ts i n a terrible accident on the groun d . But we have 

ne ve r lost an a str onaut in fligh t . We have n ev e r had a tra ge dy 

like t h i s . And pe rhap s we have fo rgotten the courage it t ook for 

the crew of t h e s hut t le . But they , the Magni f icent Seven, Were 

aware of the dange r s -- a nd overcame t hem a nd d id t he i r j ob s 

br illi an tly . 

We mOur n s e ve n he roes -- Michael Smith, Di c k Scobe e, Jud i th 

Resnik, Ron a l d McNair, El li son Oni zuka [o h- ni h - ZOO- ku h ) , Gregory 

J arv is , a nd Ch r is ta McAuliffe. We mourn the i r l o s s as a Na t ion, 

t ogether . 

To the f a mi li e s o f the Seven: We c a nno t bear, as you do , 

the fu l l i mp a c t o f t h is tragedy -- bu t we f ee l t he 1 0 5 5 , and we 

are thi nking about you 50 very much . Your l ov ed o nes were daring 

and brave a nd t hey had t ha t s pec i al grace, t ha t s peci a l spi r it 

t hat sa y s : Gi v e me a cha l lenge and I' l l me et it with joy. They 
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had a hunger t o e xp l o r e the universe and discove r its t ruths . 

They wi s he d t o s e rve and they did - - t he y served all of us . 

We have grown used to wonders in this centu r y -- i t 's hard 

t o daz zle us . But fo r 25 year s t he United State s space proqram 

has bee n doing just t hat . We have grown used t o t he idea o f 

space , and perhaps we f org et tha t we ' ve on ly jus t b e gun , we 're 

s t ill p i o neers - - the y , the member s of t he Ch a l l e nge r c rew, we re 

p ioneers . 

And I wan t to say some th i ng to the schoo l children of 

America who we r e watching the l ive coveraqe o f the shuttle 's 

takeof f . I know i t ' , hard to unde rsta nd but some times painful 

things lik e thi s happen -- i t ' s a l l pa r t o f the p r oc e s s of 

exp l orat i o n and discovery -- i t' s al l part o f t a king a chance and 

expanding man 's horizons . Th e f uture doesn' t belong to the 

f aint-heart e d - - it belongs to t he b r a ve . The Chal lenger c rew 

wa s pulli ng u s into t he futu r e -- and we' l l continue t o follow 

t hem. 

I' ve alwa ys had g r e a t f aith in and respe c t f o r our space 

program -- a nd wha t happened t od a y does nothing t o diminish it . 

We don 't hide our space prog ram , we don't keep s ecrets and COVer 

things up . we do it all up front and in public . That's the way 

f r e e dom is , and we wouldn' t change it for a minute . 

We'll continue ou r ques t i n space . There will be ~ore 

r1;,hti 
shuttle~ and more shuttle Crews and. yes. more volunteers, more 

civilians, more teachers, in space . Nothing ends here - - Our 

hopes and our journeys continue . 
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I ~a nt to add t h a t I ~i sh I could t alk t o every man and 

woman who works for NASA or who worked on t h i s aission a nd t e l l 

them, your dedication and profe s s i o nalism have moved and 

i mpr e s s ed us f or dec ade s , a nd we know o f you r anguish . ~e sha re 

i t . 

There's a coi nc i de nc e today . On th is da y 390 yea r s ago, t he 

great exp lo rer Sir Francis Drake d ied aboard shi p o f f the coa s t 

o f Panama . I n his l i f e t i me t he grea t f ron t i er s were t h e oce ans. 

And a h istorian later sai d , wHe lived by t h e sea , d ied o n i t, and 

was bur ied in it . w Today we can say o f t he Challenge r Cr ew: 

thei r ded i c a t i o n was , lik e Drake 's , compl e t e . 

The crew o f t he space shuttle Cha l l enger honored u S by the 

manner in wh i c h they lived their l i ves. We will never f orge t 

t he~. no r the las t t ime we saw them -- thi s morning . as t h ey 

prepared f o r t he i r journey , and wave d goodb ye , and ~ s l ipped t he 

s ur l y bonds o f ea r t h " to "tou c h the f ace o f God . " 

Th a nk you . 
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ACTiON Nt ACTION FYI 

VICE PRESIDENT 0 OGLESBY0 0 C 

REGAN 0 0 POINDEXTE'R 0 

MIUER 0 0 'YAN	 0 0 

BUCHANAN	 SPEAKES0 0 0 0 

CHAVEZ 0 0 SPRINKEL 00 
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this af t e rnoon . P l e a se c heck fo r a ny f a ctua l inaccu racies 
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to Sen Ell iott. wi t h an i n f O copy to my o f f ice . Thanks . 

NSC Sta f f has r e v i ewed the attached Presidential r emark.s and 
!'Iaoe a nu."Iber of aU9ge ~ted change~

artin!J~	 O.v,cll. CI,e ...
Ex e cutive Secr e tary

David L. Chew S~ff Setre t. ry 
lot 2702 
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PRESIDENTIAL REKAJU(S;	 DEATH or SPACE SIlOTTL! CHALLENGER CREW 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 28. 198 6 

Ladies a nd gentlemen , I had planned t o speak t o you tonight 

t o report on the St a t e	 of the Onion , bu t the event s of earli e r 

today have le4 ~ to change those pla ns . Today i s a day fo r 

lDOurninq. and rememberinq.	 ' ~ . ,. J 
-..LalJ.. :........- ' c o -.s. ..."IlVO"'- , ~ '- "'~ r~ ~;; !~
 

HancYJ ~I a.,e P';P-" to t b.. co r e w: t e traqedy o f t he	 ' 
I 

~ I oJ. ci o;~;;;; ; A :;;;;:;~;r:cca SpaC E {o., 4~ 
prm*P:J:~~; lost :;:I:onaut 'in f lli h"t . We have ~ 
never had a t r agedy l:k:/thil . And pe r hap s we have forgotten ~ 
courage it took for the c r ew o f t he shuttle . But they, the ~ ~ 
Keqnificent Seven, were aware o f t he dangers --~~~"~E. 

f.J.k~_ -{,".~J.and did their jobs brill i ant ly. 
~i.I.}'"~,boti~, 

We .curn seve n he r o.s -- MiChae l smith , 'rancis Scobee , 

3udith Resnick, Ronald McNa i r , Ellilon Oni zuka . ,~~ry 3a rvi. 
~~_ """"',.u.,;.... . 

and Chr i sta McAul if fe. We~DQurn their loas ~a s a Nat i on. 
a-.A. .......... ..".~ ,*",_


together . 

TO the fami l i e s o f the Seven : We cannot bear , a s you do . 

the fu l l i mpa c t of t h i s t r age dy -- but we feel t he l oss, and we 

~""'"are t hinking about you 1 0 very .uch . Your 1 e l a ' i " I L were daring 

and br ave and t hey had tha t special grace . tha t spec i al sp iri t 

that s aid: Gi ve ~e a c halle nge and I ' l l ~ee t it with lOy. They 

had a hunger to explor e the unive r s e and discover i ts t ruths . 

They wished to serve and they did - - they served al l of u s . 



We have . g r~ u s e d t o v onders in this c e nt u r y - - i t ' s ha rd 

to da::le us . Bu t for 2S y e a r l t he Uni t e d State I space pr09r~ 

hI ' been d oing ju. t that. we ha v e grown used to the idea o f 

.pace, and perhaps ve f orge t that v e ' v e only Ju. t ~qun, v e ' r e 

.till p i one er l -- t hey t he member s o f t he Chal l e nger c r e w, were 

pioneera . 

And I want t o say something to theAchildren of America who """I 
we r e wa t c h i n g the l i v e coverage o f the s hut t l e ' . t a keoff. I kn ow 

it '. hard t o u nderltand but l omet tme s painfu l thing. l i k e thi s 

h a ppen - - it' • ..-=: part o f the procel' o f exploration and 

discovery -- it'. ilIS- par t o f taking a chane••nd expandinq _ n 'l 

hori :.on • • The f uture ~~.n'\ ~long ...to th~ f&int-~...rt~ -- i~ ", 
+o-W-\::w,,~J " .. ...--_~. l -....A ......·_ -.t 

belongs to the brav~. The Cha l l . ng e r c rew wa. ~11in9 u. into 

the futu re -- and ~' l l cont i nue to follow the•• 

I 've alway. ha d great f a i t h i n and respect for our .pace 

proqr~ -- and what happened today doe s nothing t o diminish i t . 

We don 't hide o ur space p rogram, we don 't keep .ec~b' a n d cov.r -- +<>_.
thing. up , w. do it a l l up frontJ ~ i n pUbl ic~1 That's t he v a y 

freedom is, and we wo u l dn ' t chang_ it for a .inute . 

we~nt inue our que. t in .pace. 

shuttle~~nd- .ar e s hu t tle c r~s and, yes, 

teachers, i n s pace . Nothing end. here -­

jou rne y s continue . 

I want t o a dd t hat I wi s h I coul d talk t o every ..n a nd 

vo~ n v ho work. fo r NASA or vho vorke d on this ~i •• ion , and tell 

them: you r dedi cat i on a nd prof.ss i onalism h a ve .av.d and 



i=pre.sed us for decades, and ve know of your anquilh, 
I

"­
75 .. sue J OG d: • j i Ii "Ii en s "e ' • n :e Gild '"cr a Hi,.' •' ,, ; 

'1There I S a on this day 390 years aqo the 

qreat explorer Sir Franc is Drake died aboa r d ship off the coast 
~ 

of Pana.4 . In hi. l ifetime the qr••t f r onteArl ve r e the oce an• . 
~ 

And a historisn later s aid. -He lived by the lea, died on it. and 

was buri ed in it .* Today we can say of t he Challe nqer 

G,a... lHert 2ll' ;!ia . ,",,",:;!lI!'~'~hei r 
d~ icat ion wa. , like Dr ake 's, eomplete .~ 

The crew of the apace shuttle Chsllenqar hono red u. by the 

aanne r in Vh~ they lived their livel . We v i I I never forqet 

th_. nor the l a s t time Vt! .av th_ -- thil .ornUlCj. a. they 

prepared fo r their jdtney. and vaved qoo4bye. and - s l i pped the, 
.urly bonds of earth- to At ouCh the f sce of God. * 

Thank you . 
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you .=0., .... d on '. __ we Il..ove ".t l d . H I in e "ery Un. ot 
tu"s"","'•• !on a nd ..., don't do U I Y " I t n tt>ou ..l1 ngl. 'I''' . y ' n 
p ro"",,,ly got .. "., tur .a/a ':I reCOrd .han "" ha "e 00 ' "" . h. nlqn.... y" . 

\oJ Mr. Pr• • i<l".. ,. ~ 1 11 :100 t .ll o. __ 

(l Do yoo u>jn k i t ~... " .,ist... to 1'0' th e teaChe, 
01'll>0I0 r d ? 

o Do yoo tnln . i.t ~u " •.hUU t o po. tn . tuc"e' 
o"""" r d? 

TItE PI\ESIO~T, ..gd... u I oa y . tnh fa • t " l ng 
and t"fa 1. ~ "oH t". ~hO l. " rog r .. fa ludl ..g to..ard. - - 1.1 
a c t oa l 0 ... . 

Mr . President. ~ i ll y "" tell u . e u c tl i .... 0 "roo"l"t 
exaCt lt ~ n ar t"" thought a oo . al d at tMt peint? 



,.- . 

- , ­

Til!: PIIEllIDDIT, 11-. ..aU all dttill9 In tI,a.. , and 1 .... 
p r ep6r lnq e y••lf for your que. tlona on the St• •• of t~ Union Add•••• 
" "'" the Vi ... Pt..lelant ...." John Polndutu 01." I nto tha roo• • An<! 
.11 t h ay could u y at the 0.1 _ .... . t bil t they ha<I ._h~ .. nuh 
tha t t he . pilee ahutUe hood u plod lOd . .\n<l ... I_la .ely Men. 10to 
the .d joln!"'! roo. "". .. I ha..... 'rY • • t t o qa' on t hb . bee...... 
th• .,. .... no direct wa r<! a nd __ u cap t t hat wor d that had • • beln, 
_ <I.e public .1000 . lin<! there aill" U.. ".phy!"') and .... the t h inq 
actually I>&ppecn . And it j".' - I uy .. ... y t.,."..t1c 
••ped .."",•• 

Q But _ _ • U>a t . U a et l'O"" St... of . h . lin !.,." 
apoo_ tonlql>t? I _ ......... t old l'O" .... !J<)1"9 t:o ,100'. .... 
up_t __ "th e StU. o f t h e UnlOD h 9'JOd• • you know . "PU.hU e 
....oocl> . Thl . hal g ot UI ....n .. ",,11 on it . doean" H? 

THE PaES I~ , Y••, I t . ure ~.. And. c••• • l nl y. ,hoot • 
.,.,.,,105 be no Bu. you. " .. n 't a top_9'0_ ..1t_. MnU_in; thh. 
qoy.rni ng t h .. not ion ~." • • of .. tr.,q edy of thl. kind . 50 , y• • , One 
..111 c onti n u•• 

o - phU o .aphi ".U y . 4<> YO" t..o.k. ..... ...hc. i" tto. 
f . " t that O\In t t>40 yea.. t ha "-r i can c . p r"", r .. ha . _ 
" . ..rkab l y .af • • that v . · v . not 10 . ' ny peopl••• we' • • ba.n lad'0 bali••• ~.~ baan loa t In tb. Sovi., Unlon1 

'rIlE PUSl~ , w. n . I ' hl nlt ... ·v. al l ha ~ 0 gr ... , p. i~e 
in that . An<!. it h • 1<1nd of _ _ v . n . it '~ ba ......tb i<>9 to ,, 11"9 to 
rigbt now . olt bouq~ i t ~.,, ·t 1• • ••" our gr i.f a t wbat baa j " . t 
t.lt.o pIa"• • 

o Mr . Pr e . i 4eo t • • en41n9 " i .ili.n. i n . .... " . i . ,ba.ad 
on t to. a ..uoop tion tbat it Q. r <>Uti... ~ 90 i n to .pac. . t ha t it Va . 
nov ... f . . ...... n a tea cher ... CO\lI~ .end lIP . Do YO" tn1 nJ< that no t i o n 
ha. nov -- h now gon-7 

TIlE PIlESIDaI'I' , 101<0 11 . ..ha t "",, 111 you -- ..ha t CO\l I~ you 
..y. ot~&< t han that b••• u.. a pr<>g'r a . t hat had 0 IDO_parc.ot ..f .ty 
r..,or ~ ? 'I'b& only oth.r fat.l l ty ~i~ not t.k. pl.oo in ••paoo 
.butt l a. It toot p h". 1n . n oltl -typa of "ap.ula -­

o At . pr• • i ll. " t 

1IIl. BlICIlA!lo\M , Ona qua.Uon . 0tI• ..,r. que ation. 

a -- ... ..ny "bUll r ... han - you It""" - bun a par t 
o f tht . pa r t i " " lar . p&C& .huttl. baca " • • Of t ha t ••"h.r . ~ they ' r e 
4<>1"9 " l ...r.,.,... can l"'u dO .,..th i "9 t o h.ip hal p t he. _ ..y 
• .,..thl"\l t hat _W he lp tt,•• to urnl.rat.n4 -

THe PllESlDtNT. I t h i nk paopl . "lo•• r to the. ha • • g o t to 
be lIoi"\l that. Aa I ...y , the ...,,,ld h a ""...-do". p l.". , o l ... yo hae 
boI. n . in pl""..d 09 . ,.And. ... ·v. ah.ra It ........ that t h.r. au ·p l on• • r . 
that 'lh. thai. U ... OUt t h... on ' he f ron t h r. ~ now t h t. ha. 
happen.lI . I t probab ly h ..,r. o f ••h ",,1t to __ to .U o f u. bee." • • 
of t he h" t that we .... it hap,..., """ . n<l __ tl>&" k. to the ,,&d b _ _ 
not j u.t h • • r ing aDoot i t • • If ~thlng tl>&t n.ppan.1I all . . . ...y . 
tut I think - - 1 think t~. t hat h a v e to do " itb tn.. and _~ au. t , 
.t t h e .... tiM, ..k . it pldn to t h •• tl>&t li f e _. go "" . nd __ 
and you d on' t bock up and q " lt ..... worth while . nd..vor 1M" . " • • o f 
tr&g &dy . 

o Do You n.v. any - ­

Mil . B\ICILOdiI.ll" , -- got . 0 ... fol k. I<> t he 00<&1 OU i.,. that 
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o . 1.,. ok> _ boo... "'r .~1. 1 tloooooih... abOv;t Qui.... 
_ U U., _ . I " " hoi< 1" ..... 1.Il .Ioh roo-. ..... ...._ ... tIM U ut 
' r? _ . au _ u .-. ..... 0:04.0.""~

TIEl PllElll lIEln'. 1 CUI " . 1f101l haI' __,a. _t of., 
aod .... dt.lloh_• ...., ~ tlwot ' . u .. or .1M> taa1 U • • of ~ c~~'" 
_.. . TIroo l .. p.~:r ....,__ booeII... u.. b.alu•• of _ <>t.IIoo•• 
_ _ • .,.n of tJoU ~. ~_.. aod t_ t,,",t t baT .... ·tD • 
........_. u*tl_. • .... ~l.., ~t u.e, .... u.ou -..II
U h,..n h- _ll. __n __tut_. 

'!'IlE ._, '!'banI::,..... 
~ 

1001 ' .11, aT 
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'''. th . n 
in ' h' a 
...itM", 
h il a«ll 

.pt , t." 
bthrve 

J ....n I 

I Il.abrl . 

rves 

Doel.UDen t Five 

HI CH FLIG HT 

Joltn Cillt'1'" Mag" . Jr . 

()h? lho"" oiipptd tnt surh I>oP<h 01 brth 
,-,nd danced th" .l,n on b"gh,er -sil"~ winp: 
!>" ""'a~ l " " d imbed. and ;oint<! til" tu mbling minh 
Of sun-.pli' doud_nd don. a h,,"dred th ing> 
yo" h. "e not dreamw ol_"'h"oltd and "",rttl . lId "",,nl: 
I'h,c:h in ,fl" ,unl it li l, n,e , H,n'"ri ng th"r~ , 
I ". eh. ltd th .. shouting wind aion g, and A""g 
Jol ' ug.., enoh through lOOli... halll of au . 

Up. up th.long. ddiriouJ.. burning blue
 
r Ye topped tht w",d _ tpt hti.ghu .n,h tUJ gntt•
 
wn e-e n !.arl. or eagl•. II....·;
 
And. ...hil -ith oil t . lilting mind h e trod
 
The high umrespused SlInctir, 01. space,
 
r " , 0'" my hand. and loud>td tho b« 01 God.
 

{\\'r;'ttn by a ' 9'""....,-01<1 Amtrian 'tOlunteeT wil h
 
the R oyal CaNdian Air f O'Cu . who was l ill ed III
 
'IOIin ing December Ii. ' !M ' l 

T HE CELEST IAL SURGEOro; 

If I how bltned mOH or I....
 
In my gre. ' tas.l of: happin :
 
If I ha"" II>01Itd among my race
 
And ohown raog\oriow morninz b ee;
 
If ba_lrom hapP'f h"man ty<:l
 
H u e lI>01Ied me noo;; ii morning sk.iel.,
 
Boob. and my food.•nd su mmn ... in
 
K.n oc l e-d on my lull..,., ......rt in ..."n:_
 
Lord. lhy mOIl' pointed pl...."r.. take
 
And st.b nly ' p icit b rOlld .wake:
 
O r . l.ord, if 1000bduca" L
 
Clio<.... ,hou , btfor.. tha t . p ir;' d i. , 
A f" ..r(i ng pain, a l il h ng sin , 
And to my dud hart run Ihem In? 

". 
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.~ "• 
PROJECT BACKGROUND 

Plano 00 mW • ~. thr f, ,,,,! pl'lV1l<dlil:en w fly (lfl thr Spa<t 
Shuttl< ~ WIll! """'<!en, Roolld ~'. anll<>lloe<menl of tho­
p",ram 011 "" fIJIl 27, IQll4 Qln' ta McA<illfft will fulfoll lttot doe6ai"" 
(1<\ Shom. Min ion SI-L , I' ledlor 1>urdl in jan",,,. 1%6, McAu1iff~' . 
/lWIt iu pan 0/ NASA' , Spact f1i~ hl l'aniapam Program ""idl b 
de$lgnod l(I npand S'luttlt oppon unilie> to • ";de< "~I of prMIlt 
<lti~ . Mlong]oo" dW\eflgo> "fI1II bt <ornm urnca~oo oIlht expmeoo: 
:uHll\lgh. acth1 bt$ 10 thr po blil: througheducatiooal :uHl publi< info,' 
maUOll P"'llr2ml 

1br >ri!<:tion 01OIlU.. IlIc.\ullff. IS p.."mry C>JIdillalt ;widIlorbl.rt 
Morpn II bodup au.lllled. stalttl pn;>CflIlXI<JnIinlIed. for ~ b1 
thr CoomdI of Olief SIIU! ~ OO'oem s.- Il OOO !O'ldl= appIJtd 
for Ibo opfIOfIIllIIl)' 10becomt Iht Teacbor II Spal:. Sl:u<, letT1wnal 
IIIO! '8""<1' ~ puob tadlldoaed ~ __ Iu< I _1iooIl 
lim 01JO'I. ,...,__ .... """ ""'ZIO ....... ~· ........ ·
 
..... ~ •• t ',.. iII!bPi' .... 

MISSION BACKGROIJ"lI1l 
n.<­
C = ...-_ .. (Tld )l'oo»Iw 

f'iIoi-IIIc:IIId J ~ 

_ ~-)ldirb A IIoou;t, Plt.D 

N~ "...-_..... S- Oou'*:a 
II.-!I>"' h' IoIUI [ lktl;ur.I'IlD 

hyIoM~-Gft1:o'l'....,.( H ~O ) 

!ifJ«'e~ "''''"..nt ( ~,~)-S 01 Mr:'ouIIffl. 

~FNPt , -"-' ''' ' ....b:pm...-:
Shullle.-..- SI·l -ell be .....cor"""""'_~1IDCb ..........'*d 

fot jan,.,.,. ZZ. I~ from the -...ty Sp3(rc.'I'II'f, &I>d Ulina II. 
sdI..wk<l fOf january l 8 .1 !he ..".. Ill.... Tht """'""" comes l'O<> ",",,,r 
poy\oo<lo, tll<' TDR S. ~ (Tncbn~..,d na.. R. Io~ Soll'lli lO' -B) OIl<! W 
~-tWJ..raome, 0" the firs t flight day, the m .,\'.ill &.ploy 
'fDRS.B; O!I tOt third flight dal'. tht 'Parun -1WIey O1.....f , ~ \'.ill be 
", tn...d O!I LIt< Ilfth n,W" Illy. In odd!" "n, !tie m-v.-"; i! be OOIld ucting 
,00 ",,,nJ lun n ~ . lenn of octonl1H< exl"'riments d" riflj; the il\i" ion 
M<}.ulifk- rna, des<t1b< thole ""'>ill" dUring her li.. leo""'" from 

I'""
 

Tho 1eIl finalist.> IlIIl<JIlI'ad OIl JIll)' I, 198$L"'''''kd 10~'. John­
SO<! Sl'''"'' (;tn" t ,n Iloo'100, l .... and i1b"'hll l Spaa t1J#u(Lftltr in 
H"n~ , A1' ''fItI lot n....f'"'" ""d It,n"g. ~ NASA EvaI"l lionCom­
mil'" jnl.."le"",d the.. In 1li1$lll"V"" , 1),C. , lIld tilt final ,,~()/\ 

lI\J\OIlJlCemcnl wa, nude b)' \\(> I're$ldelli Go"!1C Ilush"" )J.Iy 19, 
19lIS OIris12 M<AnliIle""d lIarbo.. Mol'fllll bepn their training "" 
S-plelJlber 9. 1\hejohn$tlll51'"'" ~ ter 

The ffiII2irwlg eigllt flll2h ' lI a.. ...,,*,n ~ WIth ~ nn a nne-jft! 
oosagnmenl al 1lr:adquanm &I>d NASA rnrucII cen"'n, III August, \hey 
worUdwith Mo:A1lIiff. &I>d Morpn l<> cle:ol", the ~ ..tlIdl the 
Teadlef ill ~ will 1M 1MdIIrm~ the _ 'Their cnnlinued 
..put will create... aIuldaI>c:e d _ ~''''''Led _lmalo for !he .-. ­

,.., ' t· 
Tbr TmS-1l wiI jail TmS-l II "..fIdo- ortIor. WI JIiU"'dI' 

0' _ IDd cbu _ ... st-" 9IWle ........., 
Tm:S-Z (~wiI be owr Ibr "*>fl<. fDl:!,.l (fAST) ;' 

....-.1 """" the AlI:t:Ili<.
TheSpolUD (~ I'IImIOd__1laft:dI Toal fur 

~)_ io1blped ............. the '*'-*t opmrumof e-......,._ ~ ..U laptalOllo:lt:lllOGbe_ • '''''!be 
Spanm 0.......- 0I!:udl will 1lle lIII alltIiey .. aldI d IU omlS , 
no: Spo.rw> wit be~_~ "'Ill the.....,.. _paIo­
!<If~""" (IllS) Ind...--.lll doepo:-l<*l bill for doe ~of 
the ShlIttIe fliglll 

1M SIMtIe Sllld:nlln"""""","l Propnm. a COIIIpeUllOn ~ 

hr the !'io.lMJG:ll ~ Te>dJen I.soociatlon "'th NAM 10mcou~ 
Itudon'.....lgned ' xperimenlS llt>.l can q..alj"" 10"r 0fI m....,.... ..,;jl 
be ftytng th= ' xperimentsOf'. ttW mi»4<>11 

.... C/lk lHn Em/>ry<J £JMJtl<JptMnl ln sp.- byjoM C. '.'ellInger of
 
lIbrett(', Indi.n"
 
B 1M Wte!> oj If#gbIJm ,,<uon Gr.;. fo rmal",. aM j'1"..glh
 
In Nelalsby UoydC. Broc' nl St Ln"U, Mi,,"uri,
 
C. lJIIlizi"f!" !iemi ,hrmNbll Mt"''''4nt /0 lJ<l?C1 Crystal_ 
Growth 1»' ltidutd s: Covoii of Ma,lhufQ , ~. \'orl.. 
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DFSCRIPTIOS OF TIlE U\'E LFSSOSS
 
Tlw llllrrum F~1II Trip 

flIo ...... . lIad .. . ......... II?' T...cllff ill ~ lllnsrI 
~.""",,,,mUjljlOi~ 1O ....IOJpUO$ .... . ­
_1iII!Id lIip . 

\,""'" ot ! Ii ..., 
I.	 To~ die _ ....Ql lllo ,... ODd docnlIe .......
..... 
Z TO liollDll dosaIbo l!lt _ DId>oI lClMlJ::\ u . w..,,,,b<n 

perlonI. aboard tho hIde 
). To cnrnpoft ond <0'" <1'11~ aetmbOS in ~ "'lh 

!host on f.arth 

Vhl"" LeMon _pilon, 
Th" Ie,,,,,, from 'PI'" ...m ""gin In th< fliWiI deck . rea 01 the 0IaI· 

k'!lll"f wile'" Christa M<.Au1lIr. Will lntr<>duce (be oommander and pilot 
mel ...n point OOllbt Slu,'" (Uflll'ob, CDmp"",Il, and poyload boy. 

When <he om_ It the mldded. llo:Aubffi> -..ill ~','it¥.,,,. !he 
kltldo or equi"",",,'1Od p~ MIlrn help hufIWI btin~ 1M <0lIl101" 
~ and safely ill m. ~I)' 101".........' of tbt !iluulo 

It1H'rr lJ'r'N' Bn-n, 
rrbnY W,,',.,.GoinX. 1I1ry? 
\i<'wa"O'i 1_, 

I.	 To.._ llMallp lJll'l oi .... 
ili a"""".ten.u...... 

1	 Todeoc:ribe.,...n. Uld 0Ill0r bcoodla wtudl ..., eooI'oeI. f....._..... 
:l- To bI wa,s .wtlIdl ........ Spo<t__-. 

1he .... 01 ..... ~ 

Y1iko La60a Ilaaipllon , 
A> 1lmIes>on from . pact 1q:I1l5, Chll>ll illcAuIifl" wUlle1u w 

"",,",Is 01 tho Wngnl 81""11'1<",' plan< llIdofI pl'llJ"Mll NAM Spoacr SU o 
00n 10 h<lp "....,'" m:aU lhal ooty ~2 yea" "'P"...t< lNl "~y fbglll 
""d 1OOay". ~ f. in."",,, 

ltl<AII~ff. will discos, the reoson.I "" an IMng 100 '."....Hill 
",""" ",....;n! a"ronomy, Elnh w-.""tions,......" menlS ""-board 
tho ShulU., Sllclblel on thr m","" IIl1lmw ~ Illd ledl­_...... 

TFACHL"iG-RElATED EI'E.\TS OF MISSIOS ;!-L
 
u...,1 .. 0'" 

Aspu1 al"'" ~ I ·l-, lIltT."",."... ~ 0Imla MI:.dlfl•. 
.. "'lId! two 1M f.- .... TileR__.,.. """Oldyldla:I . 
*d.. IlIr ""'" l!Ir '*- aI II,010... 0IIIl 1 olO p. bslmI 

"'"""" ­
~ ..........
 

1hr _ 8fnoe' 'I' Clor'MI:r (PllS) ..m arTJ' boch '"*- .. 
kw 1'. I'BSoriIIoft... "'" ~ lei -.boT ' lall<JllO .1l>u W\II !It 
""CJ....~ w p.-npc ~dM4.- prtJInlIlIlll<Ig wWt) lbt leo· 
..... 1M Spuif" inIonnallOll lbou' Iht I'IS mmnus<iorl llllY !It 
obu.lnrd r""" kl<al1'llS iI_uono or bl' ....""11: lO ~tary lnd 
Sl:(ondary /'rogl'an"6, PIlS, ns L"£ll fanl l'latl , Sill/. WuhinlllOll , DC 
10014 or alLng 102/iAA.SO!lO 

.......... ...,. _""""",",,1ilnIrd llIt ,1-1_ 1llII.efJ"" 

... 11< ...... 1 d~oaun:- bnIl , .. ~ ...t ... 
&roQ"""'ll "'O'I1O .......lItJ _ .......w-, fIat­
lIapIllIIll lC!loob ... _ iD "'-'" ........-J aol<
 
_ sd...tI* ,0fbIlI! 1Up. !ihmIr "'uIoa>oo ......._ lil 
( SI'UX~ -' odIrr .OnllallOa _ .JI ~ leICtIm 1M swdeau 
III kJlIao-aII"'l'"'tl til SI·l __ ~ Morpo. , bad1Ip l2nI2I 
cIut. ..111 lor .... do!!' .,..w lIroacbsa. !ipoQfK 
IIf<lnnalior ",1a1<cI 1O ••_ 'ardl " is I>'IiIaIW ~ ....II1II111 Oass­
room Eanh. Spnnc .......,.. D. blj(,2 or bov a1Imtl 8IS .lbo'I ·~SOO ~for ­

..1>00 an &Iso "" aueuc-d "" Iht ltalKJ<la1 Coonp<lter kit.... Iloard 
OOO bwd) 817/ S2b-S6M 

fUmed N:th'lliel: 
In .cldiuon to ~~, !l'<:A u~ff. " ill 'onduct l numnor of<!ern 

Mla' ioll '/;a l<h onmatioru; dUringthe n'1ht Th"'" film-ed IlCtl" U.. will b< ""'d IS part
(~I'cUl ," 8ro ad<asl W S<nools) , of",,,, raJ ffiU<1lion~ p.cka ~ ", LO b< prepared .00 dmr10ultd 1Iter th< 

NASA Willlll1k."''allabl< 10 ~«i~ "lth utrllitf ol>h Ioli>>ion 
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KEY MISSIO~. ·RElA TED TERMS 

'-II'*!' -.- .... ~ .....bnh """,. •,....,. ,.,-. , ! ._..... -odJIIq lj&Uloft IID:II .... _ 
............. _ ... n<2ml:> ....... ,..,....
-_ow... 
DQ rbo ..._lIWoii.,'l" I -~ _ _ ._ 
ponalIle .,.~-
SI.l,- ..... III ... _ arT)SlIlllt __ • 51- P"'lI"C' 

......... -1ll'P"" !hIII* dn:t InIsiar; ...~n _ 
pnmb." .. alploc 

~ • ... puiI ~s. 6!Il'" m. l:W>" fIIIdI • 
...'I ......,t .... ......,. br1lI ". _ spmI. III \hII ... 
..... $I8Y'''''' lhr ...... Iooouoo OIl 1Ilr 91lIDI1l1ill1ille 
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'!'£AClIEr. TIl SPACE AN'D COHIIT !Il\LLEY -"TODY mcar.rcer Sl-L FLIGHT 

The launch of a high school teacher as America 's f i r z t. pri ­

va te citiz~n to fly aboard the Shuttle in NASA's Space Flight 

Participant Program will open a new chapter in cpaee travel voen 

Challenger lifts off on t.he 25th Space Shuttle mission. 

A science payload programmed for 40 hour" of comet Halley 

obne rv at.Lons and the second of NASA 's Trac);ing tmd Data Re lay 

Sa tellites (TDRS-B) will be aboard for Challenger's lOth flight , 

targeted for launch at 3:43 p.m, EST on Jan. 24. 

Challenger's liftoff will mark the first use of Pad 39-B for 

a Shuttle launch . Pad B was last used for the Apollo Soyc:z Test 

Projec t in July 1975 and has since been rnoc1ified to support the 

Shuttle prcq r em-

I 

Four Shuttle vo t ar ans ,,'i l l be joined by rookie astronaut 

Michael ",mith, teache~ observer Christa Mc!'.uliffe and Hughes pay­

load specialist Gregory Jarvis for a mission that will extend just 

beyond 6 dllyS. 

Commanding the seven-member crew will be Francis R. Scobee, 

who served as pilot abo"rd Challenger on mission ~l-C. ~achael 

Smith will be "l -~ Pi:ot. 



¥.ission specialists Judith Resnik, Ell ison Onizuka and Ronald 

McNai r each wi l l be making thei r second t:i I' ie.to i!'pace. 

Challenger will be launched into a 177 -statut~-mile circular 

orbit inclined :'8 . 4':> d",greeu to the equator for the (i-day , 34 ­

mim.te mission . Th e o rbiter is sched ul " d to make its end-of­

mis sion l"lOding o n t he 3-mi l e - l ong Shutt III Land i ng 1"a c il ity a t 

Kennedy Space Center . 

Deployed on the first da y of the flight, TDRS-B will join 

T~RS-l in geosynch ronous orbit to provide high-capacity coamuni­

ca tions a nd data !inks betwe en Ea r th and the Shuttle, a s well au 

other spacecraft <lnd launch ve h icles . 

Aft er deploymen t frola the Shuttle cc r qo bay, TDRS -B will be 

boos t ed to geos ynchronous transfer orbit by the Inertial Upper 

St a ge (IUS) . Its o rbit will be cir cu l a r i zed and it will be po si ­

t i one d ov er t h e Pa c if ic Ocea n at 171 deq r ees wes t l o n g i t ude. 

ifTORS-I , Launc h ed from Cha ll enger i n April 1983 on the sixth 

Space Shuttle flight , is located over the At lantic OCean at 41 
\.~. 

degr ees west longi t ude. 

With the addition of the second satelli te , realtime cove r aq 

through t he single ground station at White Sands, N .H., is e;,:­

pected to be availabl e for about 85 percent of each orbit o f a 

user spacecraft . 

The TORS Satel lites , built by TRW Spa ce s yu t ems , a re owned by 

Space Commun i c a ti ons company ( SPACECOM) <l. nd l ea 3ed by NASA fo r a 

period of 10 years . A thi rd TORS sa tellit e will be launched on " 

later ~ission to serve as an in-orbit spare. 

Spartan-Ha lley is the second payload in the NASA-sponso:cc 

Spartan p:ogril.lll f o r fl,'ing low-cost expel"illlent packaqes aboard L.. e 

Shutt:e. 

, , , )'.
 
-mo r e­



The scientific objective of Spa rtan-Halley is to measu re the 

~lt raviol~t spe c t rum of come t Halle y as the comet approache s the 

poi nt of it!: o rbit that will be closest to the sun . 

The Spa rtan mission peculiar support structure will be de­

ployed (rom the Shuttle cargo bay and retrieved later in t he 

mi~sion for return to Earth . 

Ultraviole t me~surements and pho tog raphs of comet Halley will 

be made by in~,tr uments on t he Spa rtan support struc ture during 40 

hou rs of free flying in for mation with the Shu t t l e. 

Several middeck ~ ~pe ri me nts , includi ng those associated with 

the Teacher in Space Project . and three student e xper iments com­

plete Challenger's payload manifest . 

Teache r observe r Christa Mc Aul if f e wi ll pe rfo r m expe ri me nts 

t ha t will d e monstrate the effect s of mi c r o g r a v i t y on hydroponics , 

magnetism, Newton' s laws , effervescence, chromatog r aphy and t he 

operation of simple machines . 

The Teacher in Space experimen ts will be filmed fo r u se af ter 

th e flight in educating students . 

McAuliffe also will assist in operat ing t h r e e student e x­

periments b~ing carried aboa rd Chall e nger . TheBe experimen ts 

incl ude a study of Chicken embryo development in space. research 

on ho,"' nu c r cqravt t y affects " tita ni um al loy and a n expe rime nt in 

crystal growth. 

The Fluid Dynamics Experiment, a package o f si x e xperiment s , 

will be flown on the midde ck . They involve simula ting th e beh a,:i o~ 

of liquid propellants in low gravity . The fluid dynamics e xperi­

ments ,"'ill be conducted by Hugh~s payload cpec i aj Ls t Gregory 

Jarvi s . 

Among the fluid investigations will be simulations to under­

r,tand t.he motion of propellants during Shuttle f risbE'e deploy­

ments, which have been employed fo r the Hughes Leasa t sa tellites . 

-more ­



-, 

Anothe r middeck experiment will be the Radi<ltion ~;onitorill'.l 

Experiment cons i s t i ng of ha ndheld and pocket monitors to measure " 
radiat ion levels at various times in orbit . This is the ceven tt. 

flight f o r t he RME . 

Challenger will perform its deorbit maneuver and burn ave: 

the Indian Ocean on orbit 96 with landing at Kennedy occurring O~ 

o rbit 97 a t a mission elapsed time of 6 days, 34 minutes . 

Touchdown on the Florida runway shou ld come at 4,17 p . m. L~~ 

on Jan . 30 . 

(END OF GENERAL R£LEASE; BA.CKGROUND INFORMATION FOLLOWS .) 



GENERAL I NFOR¥ATION 

NASA Select Tele vision Tr ans mi ss i o n 

NASA-Selec t telev ision coverage of Shutt le mi s si o n 51 -L will 
be ca rried on a full satellite tr a nsponder: 

S~tcom F-2R , Transponder 13 , C-Band
 
Orbital Po s ition : 7 2 deg rees wes t long itud e
 
Fr e q uenc y : 39 54 . 5 MHz ve r t i cal po l a r i za t i o n
 
Audio Monaural: 6.8 MHz
 

NASA-Se lect video also is available at the AT& T Switch ing 
Ce nt e r , Televisi o n Opera tio n Control in Was hing t o n , D. C. , and at 
t he following NASA locations : 

NASA Headqua rte rs , Was hing t o n, D.C .
 
La ngley Re s earch Ce nt er , Ha mpton , Va .
 
John F . Kennedy Spa ce Cent e r , Fl a .
 
Mar s ha l l Spac e Flight Center , Huntsvi l le , Ala .
 
Joh nson Space Ce nter , Hou ston , Te xas
 
Dryden Fl i g h t R e ~e arch Fa ci li t y , Edwa r d s, Calif .
 
Ames Resea rch Cen te r, Mo u n t a in View, Cal i f.
 
Jet PropUl sion Laboratory , Pas ade na , Calif .
 

The schedule for television transmi s sions f rom t he o rbiter 
and fo r t he change- of-sh i ft br ie f i ng s f rom J ohns o n Space Ce n t er 
wi ll be available duri ng the mi s s i on a t Kennedy Spa c e Cen t e r , 
Ma r sha l l Space Flig ht Ce nter , Johnson Space Center and NASA 
Headquarters . 

The t elevisi on schedule wi ll be updat e d d a ily to r e flect 
cha ng e s dictated by mission o pera tions . Tel e v i s i o n SChedules also 
may be ob tained by calling COMSTOR (713/280 -8711) . COMSTOR is a 
computer data -base service requiring t he use of a te lephone mod em . 

Spec i a l Note t o B ro a d caster ~ 

Beginning Jan . 22 and conti nui ng throughout the miss i on, 
approximately 7 minu t es of audio interview material with the cr ew 
of 51-I. will b e ava Lj abjo t o b r o adca s t e r s b y ca l l i ng 20 2/ 26 9 - 6 57 2 . 

Briefing :; 

F!iqht cont rol personnel will be on 8- hou r s hif ts . Change­
of-shift"briefi ngs by the off-going flig h t di rector will occu r at 
approximately 8-hour in te rvals, 

. ,
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S EC RETARY O F !.-A SOR 

Janua ry 30, 1986 

The Pr e s ide nt 
The White House 
Washington , D. C 20500 

Dear MI'. Pr es iden t : 

I know 1 am u nusually sensit ive t o 
death a t this t ime, bu t I do wan t t o thank 
you f or the special decency and g race wit h 
which you have led t he people of a nation 
still beset by t he shock of th e s e past f ew 
days. 

Your remar k s after t he loss of Chal­
le n ge r , and at t he Memorial in Houston to ­
day , were beau tiful. We are so bles"ed to 
have a President who can h elp u s to :recog­
nize our oneneSs wi th e ach other a nd with 
God, and to share our grief, even a s we 
raise again our eyes t o the future . 

Thank y ou . 

Very truly yours, 
/-:?

//7# 
w~ E . BROCK 

WEB:cb 
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{ (: " ,',, 45 Rocketelle, Plaza, 3ulle 22 16, New York, NY 10020 • (2 12) 246-3366 
" ~ ,'~, tJ 

Janu ary 31 . 1018 6 .--: 

Mr . Ronald R~ agan ~/-'/.f~YI 
P res iden t o f t he Un i t e d States 
o f Amer ica 
Th e Whi te Ho u s e »:ttl 
Washington D. C. 

P resident, I:;'Lv C"?/j, 
I n your addr ess t o ~h e nat ion on t he occas ion of the tY.2B&_d-y /%.~'t6 C 

at £ape Canavera l, you drew p a rallels between the l o s s _o~~~~ l i y e s 

o f the c rew aboard the Ch~l~nger a nd the d ea th of S i r F r a nci s.
 
Dr a ke ' tJff t h e coast o f Pa n ama " 3 9 0 years ago " . 

Sir F ~an c is Drake was a n Eng lis h pira t e . who d e lighte d i n the 

s laughter o f t he c ivilian citizens o f t he co lonial city o f Po r to­

be la . Gold and s ilv e r we re stockpi led i n t his A~la n tic pe r t , a­

wait i ng shipment t o Spain . I t was t here fo re a p r i me target for the 

greed -motivat ed expedi tion s of me n l i ke Dra ke. It was in an atte mpt 

t o l oot , des t roy and ravag e t h e c i ty a nd it's p opulati on o f n un s , 

wome n, c h i' l dre n a nd mi s s i onaries , tha t Dra ke was happily annihilate d . 

Because the legends o f Engl ish pirate s have always be e n ro­

ma n t Lc Lz ed in Ang lo - American history books. I am no t surprised to 

occa s iona l l y encounter t h i s misconcepti on . Howe v e r, t o fur t he r the 

crede nc e of this gr o s s inac curacy i n a presidential address, let 

a lone compa re t he ambition s o f a pira t e to t ho s e t hat mot i v ated our 

lost a s t r ona u t s c a n on ly be t h e r esu l t of careless histor i c a l re­

s earch . I r espectfull y suggest yo u repr im a nd t h ose re s po n s ible . I 

:fdrJJLIU;1{L'''''''/.../.42U.d!L/,-fru:20!~'...Mu~
 
1?44-7;;:; ) Vfi.-,o ) % A#..#-;'A.4'/ -:./ .> 



-PAG E r r -

I flnd the por~rayal o f a pirate as a fig~ e of history to be ad..ir ed 

and eulogized in your speed on the occasion o f ~he deaths o f s eve r. 

genuine heroes, ~o be insultinq ~o the m~ries o f those astronauts 

and offensive t o their families, as we l l as ~o ~he memories o ! those 

people massacred on that day in Por~obelo a nd ~o all the people of 

PanaJll& . 

Cha rles F. Brannan 
Pho t o Ed i tor /NY 

u.S . !l EWS , WORLD REPORT 
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5<:C R£T""'Y OF LA 90~ 

..." .. , .. <:<0" , 0 c ~02'O 

.., -0<:' 
January 30, 1986 

The Preilident 
The White House 
Washington. D. C 20500 

Dear Mr. Pr-eaident : 

I know I am unusually sensitive to 
death at this time, but I do want to thank 
you for the special decency and grace with 
which you neve led the people of a nation 
still beaet by the shock of these pw;t few 
da,... 

Your remark.!; after the loss of Chal· 
lenger, and at the Memorial in Houston to­
day. were beautiful. We are so blessed to 
have" f>l-Kident who ClllI help us to recog­
nize our oneness with -.ch other and with 
God, and to share our irief. even as we 
I"IliAe again our eyes to the future. 

Thank you. 

v eryd/~ours, 

W~BROCK 
WEB :cb 
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,~ 45 Roc~" l ell er Plaza, Suile 22 16, New Yor>; , NY 10020 • (212j 246 -3366 

J a nu a ry 31 , 1 9 8 6 

Mr . Rona l d Re agan :;,P/ jJj'l 
President o f the United S t a t e s 
of Amer ica 
The Whi te Rou se fi:;c;(,/
Washing ton D.C. 

Mr . Preside nt , 1:;'.cZ;0"?~ 
I n yo u r add r e s s to t he n a t i on o n t he occas ion o f the t~_d'y rJ:'Cu2 

at.Cap e Ca naveral , you drew par a l le l s between t he l o ss of the lives 
-~--

o f t he crew aboard the Chall e ng er and t he d eat h o f sir_~~£is 

Dr ake" t i f the coast o f Pa n a ma "39 0 years a go". 

Sir F ran cis Dr ake wa s an Engli s h pir a te, who del i ghted in the 

slaug hte r of the civi l i a n c i ti zen s of t he co loni a l c ity of Porto ­

be la . Go ld a nd s i l ver we r e stoc kp i l e d in this Atl a n t i c port, a­

wa it i ng s hipment to Spain. I t was there fore a prime targe t for the 

greed-motivated expedition s of me n l i ke Drake. It wa s i n an at~empt 

t o l oot, des t roy and r a v a g e the city and i t ' s population of nuns , 

women , chi'ldren and mi s sionaries, that Drake wa s happily anni h i l a t e d , 

Be c ause the l e g e nd s of Eng l i s h p i r a t e s have always been ro­

ma n t ici zed i n I\."glo-Arner ican h istory books . I am n o t s u r prise d to 

occasionally encounter t hi s mis c once p t i on. HowBv e r , t o f u r t h e r the 

credence of this g r o s s inac curacy in a president ial address, l e t 

alone compare the ambition s of a p i r a t e to those that motivated our 

l o s t a str onauts c an only be the r e sul t o f careles s histor ical re ­


searc h . I respectf u l ly suggest you rep r i ma nd those respon sible . /
 

~::!f.1L!!2c££lL,"'U).4:JiLAfLLfJ;~~,t~
 
;;Jf 7 ''''-1 .J V./4) &..-#'!-A-/A.d.-/~ ./ 
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1 f ind t he portrayal of a pirate as a figure of history to be admired 

and eulog ized in your speech on the occasion of the deaths of seven 

genuine heroes , to be insulting to the memories of those astronauts 

and offensive to their families, as well as to the memories of those 

people ma s s a c r e d on that day in Portobelo and to all the people of 

Panama . 

Charles F. Brannan 
Photo Editor/NY 

U.S . NEWS & WORLD REPORT 
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