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Washi ngt on, '13. C. 20580

To Those Concer ned:

Having resd the snclosed article whnich was burled deeply and minutely
ine recent issue of The Chicago Tribune, | was conpletely smazed at
not teing informed through any other nmedia - bte it by rudio, TV, Tslk
Shows orprint of sny description. Needless to say I am a devout sub-
sceriber to products Made in The United States (& America-{rom mere
trinkets to sppli.antes, clcthing, footWwear,tools,&nd on downthe
line-yes, even cars, trucks, vans and the i1ike. O herwise | would not
bewriting this letter. This not to infer that other countries do not
manuf acture good, quality products. By thesame token, manufacturing
in The United States of Awmsrica can, hes, does snd will. produce pro-
productlsd equal to and In nost cases excel those from elsewhere around
the worl d.

If the FTC sdopts the proposed new guldelines (probably engineered by

a host of manufacturers lobbying to the cell of the dollar rather than
caring for the country as s whole], the second step of incrementelism

1s at hand, The first 1selready in existence, as stipuleted in encl osed
erticle~simply that an insignificant foreign content in any ‘;‘aroduct can
exist(with no exact percentage stated) and still guslify as "Msde in U,S.A".
The next step will be to increase tne foreign content to another unknown
percentage. And finslly after climting the |adder cf goliticel increme-
ntalism, the foreisn content Wll te so high, oerheps spprosching totelity,
the situation ceing completely reverssd., 300D OLEuUS of 47 won' t even

get smell chenge. | N consequence, tne 1lest chapter would rezsd tha no cne
could sversscertain the orirfin of sgnvthine-s truly perfect sxamole of
incrementeiism. The whele schenme, sand I emghssize scheme, istocbliterste
the reul =curce of enyv end all oprocucts. What isthereto hizse snd why?
Answers should te =heme, exciusiocn, and profiteering.

Thehidden sspect of "Made in US A’'' lies in where vou live and benefits
of same. Incidentally, my fair reader, where dc you 1ive?0f course yocu
will respond, " I live in the United States of Anerica”. Iine. Your next

door neighber, the man down the sStreet, across the streei, scross the

town, across the county, across the state, and across the nztion all

work in the U S A 1ip some phsse ol manufscturing, distribution, promotion,
or sele of’ a product of some sort and are proud of belng z pzrt of the
total cperstion. SO they should in effect be rewarded of sane by proper
and truthful identificatlon. I certainly would think thet the general

public should realize that the well bsing of all invelved in our country

depends upon Supporting those mentloned atove through purchasing more of
the products truly designated as Anerican meds.
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No, thisis not what hesbeenproclaimedas “protectionisnf- Rather a more
appropiaste term would te “pstriotism", seemingly a forgotten worc except

in time of war. Yes, andcaemight add a couple of other thoughts, good bus-
iness avd practicality. No person of scurd mnd woulé own and operate & hard-
ware store end buy thair herdware from zrocther heréware store, their com-
petitor. Somehow or other we, Or | should say those in power =t the time .
possess the unigue gbility to stir the pcpualsce into & frenzy of false pet-
riotism, travel the world over by dhip, bty plene, by tank, by Jeep~f'ight
thsir wars, rebnild thelr nomes, factories, economes at no cost 10 them.
Just send the bill to Uncle Sam, add it to an elreadyincomprenensible

debt andplus, moreinportantly of all, human expense in the |oss of thou-
sands and thousands of 1ives in addition to VA Hospitals loaded wth piti-
ful cripples. And yet a mars stamp of pride egnd truthfulness cgnrnot bte Put
on our merchandise without diminishing and pelluting the truth. This dresws
a connotation of misreoresontetion,zlso smecks Of abortlon.

Let us taske & spot check trip through foreign sources, Grab China fcr
openers. China gets and deserves first prize in the sbuses ageinst r~umsnity
category, ebly and indisputetly. Their Loge seems to read "Xill o
Achieve™. ThengiSQPOp Up Japan, Taiwan, Indonesis, Singfapore, snd & few
other scofflaws. to .take to the wood shed for psrticipseting in a consensusl
plot to exploit our trade deficit which is 2lready estronc.iicel. Thezaag
pertis that we sre t he stupessuckingalengendallowing it toprogress.
In Sports terminology they srepleying zolf sndwe ere csddying for them.

Let us take snother spot checx tour through tae Super Stores to exsmine
lsbels. Surprisingiy, in far end away the majority oi ceses, infeuzive
difficolty preveils in findinc "Mzcde in U.5.A." products. This situstlon

1s hsrc to digest.

In conelasion msvy I sup~est sttention snculd te turned to benefits derived
{rcm purchusing products "Made in U.S.A."-creatine full time jJobs thereby
eliminating a hign percentage of part tims jots(including hemburger shul-
flers), tremendous incresse in revenue throash sayroll and income taxes

to offset deflclte in Scciegl Security end Modlcere, cruclel aid in Welfare
to Work Prorrem, and en upliftine sttitude 2s & part of being something
constructive,

In writing this letter I have exercised my right of "Free Zpesch", which,
incidentally, wes "Made in U.3.A.". Tasnk ycu for listening.

Very Truly Yours

Rotort R HRodman. dJr,
1501 North Gilrert Street
Danville, Tllinols
61532~174L46
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| FTC proposes to €ase :

" rules for ‘Made in USA'

WASHING’I‘ON_rThe govemmenr wants o glvex=
manufaciurers more leeway -in promoling their &
products a8 “Made in USA” even if some of thri=

parts originate © .
in proposing new.guidennw.Monday. the Fel
eral Trade Commission said it wants to ensul
deceived when they see

that consumers are not decel
» label and that American manufa

«Made in USA
tures have enough flexibility to meet global comp
tition.

“The claim that a product is ‘Made in CSA" —=
jmportant to many CONSUMErS .. - as they ma .
purchasing dectsions,” said Jodie in, din,_

pmwcﬁl'é

tor of the FTC's bureau of consumer
ojnderstanding what the claim means is difficy’
given today's world marketplace.”

't make

linder current rules, companies can
N Y. miore than a emmall amo

o
I
(&)

[ The propo;,ed guldes wullpd alien X proadi
be called “Made in USA™ if agubetantially gl
made in America, meaning:

mus manufacturing costs constitute at lea
percent of the total manufacturing costs
product was last substantially assembled ir

| United States.
: g Or the product was last substantially {
formed in the tinited States along with a

significant components o parts. :
The FTC's guidelines are not yet final
agency will acoept writien comments until A’
After reviewing them, it can accept, reject of

ify the proposed guides.
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