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Over-the-month change, 2008-09

 
 

• Nonfarm payroll employment declined by 247,000 in July, bringing total 
employment losses to nearly 6.7 million since the start of the recession in 
December 2007.  

   
• Although employment continues to fall, the pace of job loss has eased over the 3 

most recent months.  During that period, employment contracted by an average of 
331,000 per month.  This is down from the average 645,000 jobs lost per month in 
the 6-month period from November 2008 to April 2009.   
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Over-the-year percent changes, 2006-09

 
 

• Total nonfarm employment in July 2009 is 4.2 percent lower then a year earlier.  
In March 2006, there was an over-the-year gain of 2.2 percent. 
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• In July, the average workweek for production and nonsupervisory workers on 
private nonfarm payrolls edged up 0.1 hour to 33.1 hours.  Recent low levels of 
the average workweek have not been seen since the series began in 1964. 

 
• In July, average hourly earnings of production and nonsupervisory workers on 

private nonfarm payrolls rose by 3 cents to $18.56. Over the past 12 months, 
average hourly earnings have increased by 2.5 percent.  
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• The index of aggregate weekly hours of production and nonsupervisory workers 
on private nonfarm payrolls remained unchanged in July. Since peaking in 
December 2007, the index has decreased by 8.1 percent.  

 
• The index of aggregate weekly payrolls of production and nonsupervisory 

workers on private nonfarm payrolls rose by 0.2 percent in July. This increase is 
the first since August 2008.   
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• A majority of major industry sectors experienced job losses in July, with losses 
concentrated in construction, manufacturing, retail trade, and professional and 
business services. Education and health services continued to add jobs.   

 
• The rate of job loss has slowed in several industries during recent months, 

including construction and several service-providing industries.   
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Over-the-month change, 2008-09

 
 

• Construction employment fell by 76,000 in July. Employment losses were 
widespread across the industry, as both the residential and nonresidential 
components shed jobs.   

 
• Although the loss is large by historical standards, it represents an improvement 

over the industry’s performance from November 2008 to April 2009.  During that 
time, the industry employment declines averaged 117,000 per month.  In the 3 
most recent months, construction employment losses have slowed to an average 
of 73,000 per month. 
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Over-the-month change, 2008-09

 
 

• Manufacturers reduced payrolls by 52,000 jobs in July.   
 
• In the past 3 months, job losses in manufacturing have moderated.  From May to 

July, the industry shed an average of 110,000 jobs per month compared to an 
average loss of 176,000 jobs per month from November 2008 to April 2009. 

 
• Manufacturing has lost 2.0 million jobs since the start of the current recession in 

December 2007, accounting for about 30 percent of total nonfarm payroll jobs 
lost--the largest share of any industry. 
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• The majority of manufacturing employment losses occurred in durable goods 
manufacturing, with 32,000 jobs cut from payrolls.  Within durable goods, 
machinery (-15,000) and fabricated metal products (-14,000) had the largest 
losses. 

 
• The seasonally-adjusted estimate for motor vehicle and parts (an industry within 

transportation equipment) employment rose over the month (28,000).  Shutdowns 
in May and June resulted in fewer seasonal layoffs for retooling in July.  Thus, the 
seasonally-adjusted gain likely does not indicate improvement in the industry.  
Employment in motor vehicle and parts has been on a long-term decline. 
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Over-the-month change, 2008-09

 
 

• In July, wholesale trade employment fell by 19,000.  Over the past 3 months, the 
industry employment losses averaged 16,000 per month, or roughly half the 
average monthly decline experienced in the prior 6-month period (-35,000). 



 11

 

 

3.8

-45.6

-20.1

-48.4

-37.7

-15.5
-24.2

-45.7

-56.3
-61.4

-90.8 -88.1

-46.4

-57.2
-61.9

-32.7
-28.1

-20.6

-44.1

-110

-90

-70

-50

-30

-10

10

Employment in retail trade

Seasonally adjusted in thousands

Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics survey, August 7, 2009.
Note:  Most recent 2 months of data are preliminary.

Over-the-month change, 2008-09

 
 

• Employment in retail trade continued to fall in July, declining by 44,000.  
Although, the loss in July was steeper than in the prior 2 months, the pace of job 
loss in recent months has moderated from the pace set during the November 2008 
to April 2009 period (-63,000). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 12

 

-1
-3

2

-2

-15 -15

-3

-12

-35

-14

-33
-34 -36

-27
-32

-44

-18

-12

-22

-50

-40

-30

-20

-10

0

10

Employment in transportation

Seasonally adjusted in thousands

Source:  Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics survey, August 7, 2009.
Note:  Most recent 2 months of data are preliminary.

Over-the-month change, 2008-09
and warehousing

 
 

• Employment in transportation and warehousing declined by 22,000 jobs in July.  
The loss is roughly in line with its average monthly decline over the prior 12 
months (-25,000).  The loss in July was spread throughout the component 
industries. 
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Over-the-month change, 2008-09

 
 

 

• Information employment fell by 16,000 in July; this is in line with its prior 6-
month average decline of 17,000.  Since peaking in May 2007, the industry has 
shed 215,000 jobs.  

 
• Among information’s component industries, employment losses were 

concentrated in publishing (-8,000) and telecommunications (-5,000 jobs) in July.  
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Over-the-month change, 2008-09
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• Employment in financial activities continued to fall in July, declining by 13,000. 
Job losses have averaged 23,000 over the past 3 months, reflecting a slower rate 
of decline compared to average declines of 46,000 during the prior 6 months.   
Since the start of the current recession in December 2007, financial activities have 
shed 501,000 jobs.   
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services

 
 

• Professional and business services employment edged down by 38,000 in July.  
The pace of job loss has slowed over the past 3 months (-57,000) compared with 
November 2008 to April 2009 (-138,000).  Since reaching an employment peak in 
December 2007, the industry has shed 1.5 million jobs. 

 
• Within professional and business services, temporary help services employment 

was little change in July. This industry has lost 844,000 jobs, or nearly a third of 
its employment, since the start of the recession (December 2007).  
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Over-the-month change, 2008-09

 
 

• Health care added 20,000 jobs in July.  Health care has continued to grow despite 
the recession, adding 513,000 positions since the recession started in December 
2007.   

 
• Although the industry has continued to add jobs through the recession, the pace of 

expansion has slowed.  Employment growth in the industry has averaged 21,000 
per month since the beginning of 2009, down from an average of 30,000 per 
month in 2008. 

 
• Hospitals have accounted for most of the slowdown in employment growth.  In 

2009, hospital employment growth has averaged 3,000 per month, down from an 
average of 11,000 per month in 2008. 
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Over-the-month change, 2008-09
and hospitality

 
 

• Leisure and hospitality employment was little changed in July and over the past 3 
months.  Employment declines in the industry have subsided after losses of more 
than 200,000 jobs between November 2008 and April 2009.   
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Over-the-month change, 2008-09
excluding education
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Over-the-month change, 2008-09
excluding education

 
 

• Employment in State government, excluding education, declined by 11,000 in 
July. 

 
• Employment in local government, excluding education, increased by 17,000 in 

July. 
 
 

 

 

 


