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MINUTE NO. 261 September 24, 1979

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSIbN
UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE SOLUTION TO THE BORDER SANITATION PROBLEMS

The Commission met in the offices of the United States Section in E1
Paso, Texas at 5:00 p.m. on September 24, 1979 to comply with instructions
given by Presidents Jimmy Carter and Jose Lopez Portillo, in the Joint Com-
munique of February 16, 1979 to recommend measures that may be adopted
within the context of existing agreements to achieve further progress towards
a permanent solution to the border sanitation problems.

The Commission examined the provisions of the 1944 Water Treaty and
observed that by the terms of Article 3, the two Governments obligated them-
selves to give preferential attention to the solution of all border sanita-
tion problems. In addition it noted that the same Article 3, together with
Articles 2 and 24, give the Commission the authority to meet this obligation.

The Commission agreed to define as a. "border sanitation problem" each
case in which the waters that cross the boundary, including coastal waters,
or that flow in the limitrophe reaches of the Rio Grande and the Colorado
River, have sanitary conditions that present a hazard to the health and well-
being of the inhabitants of either side of the border or impair the benefi-
cial uses of these waters.

The Commission noted that each country in dealing with its sanitation
problems has its own quality standards, determined by the authorities
responsible for safeguarding public health and well-being of its inhabitants,
and recognized that there exists a growing cooperation between such author-
ities.

The Commission reviewed the measures that each Government has undertaken
to improve the quality of the waters along the border and noted that,
although each Government has taken in its territory interim relief and long-
term measures to resolve the border sanitation problems, some of these prob-
lems persist and in certain cases inadequately treated sanitary wastes cross
the border from one country to the other or are discharged into the rivers
that form the boundary, to threaten the health and well-being of inhabitants
on one or both sides of the border or impair the beneficial uses of these
waters.

The Commission observed that, in addition to resolving the existing
border sanitation problems, it is necessary that the two Governments take
timely measures to prevent any other border sanitation problems which could
otherwise occur. : '
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Accordingly, the Commission submits for the approval of the two Govern-
ments the following recommendations:

1. That the two Governments recognize as a "border sanitation
problem", as referred to in Article 3 of the Water Treaty of
1944, each case in which, in the judgement of the Commission,
the waters that cross the border, including coastal waters, or
flow in the limitrophe reaches of the Rio Grande and the Color-
ado River, have sanitary conditions that present a hazard to
the health and well-being of the inhabitants of either side of
the border or impair the beneficial uses of these waters.

2. That to discharge the obligation contracted under Article 3

- of the Water Treaty of 1944, the Commission give permanent
attention to border sanitation problems and give currently
existing problems immediate and priority attention.

3. That to resolve existing sanitation problems in a timely
manner and to prevent future problems, the competent agencies
of each Government provide to their respective Section of the
Commission the information and technical advice that it requires.

4. That for each of the border sanitation problems, the
Commission prepare a Minute for the approval of the two Govern-
ments, in which there would be included, identification of the
problem, definition of conditions which require solution,
specific quality standards that should be applied, the course
of action that should be followed for its solution, and the
specific time schedule for its implementation.

5. That in each case where the approved course of action
provides that a border sanitation problem be corrected by one
of the two Governments, that Government urgently develop the
pPlans and designs for the works necessary therefor and upon
their approval by the Commission, said Government proceed to
carry out the construction, operation and maintenance, with

’ the greatest speed and timeliness possible. '

o |
6. That in each case where the approved course of action ‘
provides that a border sanitation problem be jointly corrected ,l
by the two Governments, the Commission develop the plans and !
designs for the works necessary therefor, as well as the
- division of work and cost between the two countries, submit

them for approval of the two Governments, and upon such

approval, each Government through its Section of the Commission

proceed to carry out the construction, operation and maintenance,

with the greatest speed and timeliness possible.

7. That the two Governments give their respective Sections'the
mnecessary authority and support so that they, in accordance with
the terms of Article 24 (b) of the Water Treaty of 1944, can



-3-

exercise juriédiction over sanitation works undertaken in their
respective countries to correct the border sanitation problems,
including their construction, operation and maintenance.

8. That the Commissioners keep each other 1nformed of the
progress of the work in their respective countries and that the
Commission, through the respective Sections, keep the Governments

informed on the progress in the solution to the border sanitation
problems.

9. That this Minute requires specific approval of the two
Governments., :

The meeting adjourned.
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