INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY AND WATER COMMISSION
UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

Cow ‘ - El Paso, Texas

o : . February 7, 1975
MINUTE-NO. 247 Lo . '

INTERNATIONAL‘PLAN‘FOR'THE‘PROTECTION OF THE PRESIDIO*OJINAGA‘VALLEYf

AGAINST FLOODS OF THE RIO GRANDE

The Commission met in the offices of the United States Section
at 6:00 p.m. on February 7, 1975, to consider the international plan
it should recommend to the two Governments for protection of the
Presidio-Ojinaga Valley against floods of the Rio Grande.

The Commission recognized the need which has long existed to
protect the productive agricultural lands of the Presidio-Ojinaga
Valley, in the United States and. Mexico, from the: frequent flooding.
which they suffer. It noted that the differences which formerly
existed regarding the position of the international, boundary in the-
Vailey, which had obstructed the preparation of a plan for its pro-
tection, were resolved by the-Boundary Treaty of 1970, so that its
preparation‘and“therconstruction’of~protGCtion works are now timely.
The Coumission confirmed that Article 6 of the Water Treaty of 1944
authorizes it to recommend such a plan to the two Governments. The
Commission considered that the plan should be prepared on the basis
of the position that the Rio Grande will occupy in the Valley after

| the relocations of its channel stipulated in Article I of the

Boundary Treaty of 1970 and recomnended in Minute No. 246 of this
Commission, are executed. ~ e o

- The Commission then reviewed the "Joint Report of the Princip o
Engineers Recommending an International Plan for the Protection of. .

| the’ Presidio-~Ojinaga Valley Against Floods of the Rio Grande," sub~—~ Py
~Imitted by Principal Engineers Delbert D. McNealy and Jenaro Paz Reyes,.| -

dated February 6, 1975, the Fnglish text of which is attached to this
Minute and forms a part thereof. ~ :

‘The Commission agreed that the international plan proposed by
the Principal Engineers, to augment the capacity of the channel of
the Rio Grande by the addition of cleared berms and levees on both
sides, constitutes the most practical plan to provide a high degree
of protection for the Presidio—~0jinaga Valley against the floods of
that river. = : o ,

The Commission agreed that the width proposed by the Principal
Engineers for the cleared berms in order that the distance from the
international boundary line to the riverside toe of the levees not be
less than 75 feet (23 meters) between the site of Paradero Diversion '

|DPanm and the confluence of the Conchos River and the Rio Grande, and

not be less than 262 feet (80 meters) between that confluence and the .
confluence of Alamito Creek and the Dio Grande, would satisfy the
purpose of Article IV B (1) of the 1970 Boundary Treaty, which pro-
vides that each Government shall prohibit the construction of works
which, in the judgment of the Cormission, may cause deflection or
obstruction of the normal flow of the river or of its flood flows.
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"The Commission noted that a part of the Mexican lands in the
Valley are also subject to the floods from the Conchos River, a
Mexican tributary to the Rio Grande, and that the international plan
proposed. by the Principal Engineers would not provide flood protec—-
tion for such lands, Their protection requires that' the internstional
plan be complemented by a Mexican project for protection agaiunsg
floods of the Conchos River, which would be under the jurisdiction and
responsibility of the Government of Mexico. , |

"~ The Commission also agreed that the division between the two
Countries of the costs of construction of the works provided for in
the international plan proposed by the Principal Engineers is
equitable; that their constrxuction would be more econcimical if the
flood protection works adjoining the relocations of the Rio Grande
in the Presidio-Ojinaga Valley, stipulated in Article I of the
Boundary,Treaty;of 1970; areacmnstructed.concurrantly with exocution
ofwthe;relocatibns; and- that, teo effect such concurrent constructicn ;
§it would be necessary to Carry ocut tbe exchanges that are proposed §
;by theyPrincipal Engineers of parts of the construction works of. tiia - f
‘Erelacations:of,thewRio’Grande assigned to the United States, pursuant ,
©to Minute Na.. 246 of this Commission, for patts of equal cost of the - |
system of flood protection construction works pertaining to Mexico.
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The Commission agreed on rheo necessity of the maintenance of the
works of the international plan for fhe protection of the Presidio- i
:Ojinaga Valley against. the floods of the Rio Grande, as proposed by E
Lihe Principal Engineers, and that the division of the maintenance
works as they proposed would be equitable. and appropriate.

- Thereupon, the Comﬁissioh adopted~the'following Resolution,
which is:submitted,for the‘appr0Va1aof“the two ‘Governments:

1. That the "Joint Report of the Principal Engineers Recom-
-~ mending an International Plan for the Protection of the
Presidio-Ojinaga Valley Against Floods of the Rio Grande,"
- dated February 6, 1975, the English text of which is
attached to this Minute and forms a part hereof, be approved. |

2. That the two Governments, through their respective Sections
~ of the Commission and under its supervision, construct the
works of the International Plan for the protection of the
'Presidio~0jinaga Valley against floods of the Rio Grande
described in the Joiur Report of the Principal Engineers,
© aud subsequently maintain them, with the divicion between
. the two countries of the works of construction and of
maintenance that is described in the same Report,

3. That the flood protection works which adjoin the relocations
of the Rio Grande in the Presidio~0jinaga Valley be con-
- structed concurrently with execution of the works for the
relocations, with the exchanges that the Principal Engineers
propose in their Joint Report of parts of the construction
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