
Table 226. Children’s Involvement in Home Literacy Activities: 1993 and 2005

[In percent, except number of children (8,579 represents 8,579,000). For children 3 to 5 years old not yet enrolled in kinder-
garten who participated in activities with a family member. Based on the School Readiness Early Childhood Program Participation
Surveys of the National Household Education Surveys Program; see source and Appendix III. See also Table 229]

Characteristic
Children
(1,000) Read to 1 Told a story 1

Taught letters,
words, or
numbers 1

Visited a
library 2

1993 2005 1993 2005 1993 2005 1993 2005 1993 2005

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,579 9,066 78 86 43 54 58 77 38 42
Age:

3 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,889 4,070 79 86 46 54 57 75 34 40
4 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,713 3,873 78 85 41 53 58 77 41 44
5 years old . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 976 1,123 76 86 36 55 58 80 38 46

Race/ethnicity:
White, non-Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . 5,902 5,177 85 92 44 53 58 76 42 45
Black, non-Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . 1,271 1,233 66 78 39 54 63 81 29 44
Hispanic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,026 1,822 58 72 38 50 54 74 26 32
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 381 834 73 88 50 64 59 82 43 48

Mother’s home language: 3

English . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,805 7,618 81 89 44 55 58 78 39 45
Not English. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 603 1,245 42 66 36 45 52 69 26 29

Mother’s highest education: 3

Less than high school . . . . . . . . . 1,036 886 60 64 37 39 56 70 22 23
High school. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,268 2,687 76 82 41 51 56 78 31 33
Vocational ed or some college . . . 2,624 2,461 83 88 45 57 60 79 44 45
College degree . . . . . . . . . . . . . 912 1,832 90 92 48 56 56 75 55 52
Graduate/professional training or
degree . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 569 997 90 94 50 64 60 76 59 60

1 Three or more times in the past week. 2 At least once in the past month. 3 Excludes children with no mother in the
household and no female guardian.

Source: U.S. National Center for Education Statistics, Statistical Brief, NCES 2000-026, November 1999; and the Early
Childhood Program Participation Survey, National Household Education Surveys Program, 2005, unpublished data. See Internet
site <http://nces.ed.gov/nhes>.

Table 227. Children Who Speak a Language Other Than English at Home by
Region: 2006

[In thousands (10,862 represents 10,862,000), except percent. For children 5 to 17 years old. Based on the American
Community Survey; see text Section 1, and Appendix III]

Characteristic U.S. Northeast Midwest South West

Children who speak another language at home . . . . . . 10,862 1,872 1,315 3,362 4,312
Percent of children 5 to 17 years old . . . . . . . . 20.3 20.1 11.1 17.3 33.6

Speak Spanish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,805 1,035 789 2,649 3,332
Speak English ‘‘very well’’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,728 813 564 1,907 2,444
Speak English less than ‘‘very well’’. . . . . . . . . . . 2,076 222 225 741 888

Speak other Indo-European languages . . . . . . . . . . 1,458 518 277 363 300
Speak English ‘‘very well’’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,169 411 215 293 249
Speak English less than ‘‘very well’’. . . . . . . . . . . 290 107 62 70 51

Speak Asian and Pacific Island languages . . . . . . . . 1,177 227 152 249 549
Speak English ‘‘very well’’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 856 167 107 181 401
Speak English less than ‘‘very well’’. . . . . . . . . . . 321 60 45 69 148

Speak other languages. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 422 92 97 102 131
Speak English ‘‘very well’’ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 342 71 77 84 110
Speak English less than ‘‘very well’’. . . . . . . . . . . 79 21 20 17 21

Have difficulty speaking English 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,767 410 352 897 1,108

Language spoken at home in linguistically isolated 2

households . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,976 461 329 907 1,279
Speak only English . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 32 16 42 54
Speak Spanish . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,209 256 211 727 1,015
Speak other Indo-European languages . . . . . . . . . . 224 82 39 55 48
Speak Asian and Pacific Island languages . . . . . . . . 332 74 40 71 147
Speak other languages. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 67 17 22 12 15

1 Children ages 5 to 17 who speak English less than ‘‘very well.’’ 2 A household in which no person age 14 or over speaks
English at least ‘‘very well.’’

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006 American Community Survey; B16003. Age by Language Spoken at Home for the
Population 5 Years and Over; and C16004. Age By Language Spoken at Home For the Population 5 Years and Over in Liguistically
Isolated Households; using American Factfinder®; <http://factfinder.census.gov/>; (accessed 12 August 2008).
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