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SUBJECT: Discussion of Field Control's Experience with the
HTPV Corrective Action Plan
PLACE: CPSC Headquarters, 4330 East West Highway,
Bethesda, MD 20814
MEETING DATE: April 24, 1998
LOG ENTRY SOURCE: Donald W. Switzer (a3
ENTRY DATE: April 27, 1998
COMMISSION ATTENDEES:
Donald W. Switzer ES
Mohammed Khan ES
Jim Hoebel ES
NON-COMMISSION ATTENDEES:
Patrick T. Holleran President, Field Controls
Steve Guzorek Field Controls
Gordon Kelly Field Controls

MEETING SUMMARY

Mr. Kelly requested this meeting to brief staff on Field
Control's experience as a component supplier to the High
Temperature Plastic Vent Pipe (HTPV) Corrective Action Plan
(CAP). Mr. Holleran made the attached presentation. Field
Controls raised two additional points, 1) that it is possible
that improperly sized power venters could be installed on some
appliances subject to the CAP, and 2) that there appears to be a
delay between installations being logged as corrected,and the
actual field installation of the power venter. ES staff
responded that it would pass the information along to the
appropriate CPSC personnel.
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Mr. Kelly requested this meeting to brief staff on Field
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CPSC MEETING AGENDA

II.

[1I.

Background

A.
B.

MY O

Field Controls
HTPYV problem - (Exhibit 1)
Form #4177

. SWG solution - (Exhibits 2 & 3)
. Canadian recall

Visit with CPSC on 6/20/97 - Mike
Gidding

CAP Program

A.
B.
C.
D.

Overview - (Exhibit 4)

Our presentation - (Exhibit 4A)
Current status

Field Controls’ role

~CAP Issues
A.

What venter is approved with each
furnace? - (Exhibit 5 Rheem/Trane)

B. Program download - (Exhibit 6)
C.
D. Does consumer have information to

Statistics - (Exhibit 7)

make mformed choice?



IV.

Will the CAP Program be successful?

A.
B.
C.

D.

What 1s successful?

Where are the advertisements?
What about the phone calls that did
not get through?

Is $400/changeout enough money
for the power vent manufacturer,
the wholesaler and the contractor?



Diagram of a HTPV Plastic Positive Pressure System
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Concems:

* All joints must be sealed regardiess of vent pipe material used.
* Any loose joints or cracks will cause the fiue gases to leak!




Diagram of a Total Negative Pressure System
1" Typical B-Vent dearance
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The "SWG" Sidewall Power Venter:

* No need to seal vent pipe.

* Even with some vent pipe corrosion, there will be NO flue gas leakage.

* 1/2" minimum clearances to combustible materials allows easy and flexible ‘
refro fit applications ‘

* Vent system may lay in same pathway as HTPV pipe, with no modifications
of floor joists required.




Diagram of a Conventional Power Venting System
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CLEARANCES SHOWN: Assume no structural changes to floor joist
Concemns:

* There is at least one section of the vent pipe that is under a positive pressure and must be sealed.
* |f there are any loose or unsealed joints or seams in the positive pressure sections of either the
venter housing or vent pipe, the flue gases will leak.
* The power venter and vent pipe connection will not fit between floor joist without structural modifications.
* There is no strict control over where venter is installed; positive presure segment may vary in length.
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November 20, 1997

Mr. Steve Guzorek
Field Controls

2630 Airport Road
Kinston, NC 28504

Subject: Remote Power Venters - SWG Series

Dear Mr. Guzorek,

The subject series of remote power venters is used in conjunction
with several A.G.A. certified furnaces and boilers as a means of
assisting the exhausting of flue products on mid efficient
appliances that are vented horizontally.

Typically, when a mechanically assisted appliance 1is vented
horizontally, the product is classified as a Category III
appliance. Under this category, the vent system is considered to
be under a positive pressure. As a resilt, the system needs to be
air tight to prevent the leakage of flue products into the living
space. However, since the SWG series has a blower mounted at the
exhaust end of the venting system, the horizontal vent will be
under a negative pressure. As a result, the system is classified
as a Category I system. Category I systems are not required to be
air tight. They can be either single wall metal pipe or a B-Vent
system.

We recognize that this form of venting is relatively new. It
affords an appliance manufacturer the option to vent a Category I
appliance horizontally. Hopefully, this letter will clarify our
position on this issue.

Please call me wifh any questions. .
Si rely,

ohn P. Gorman
Project Manager

8501 E. Pleasant Valley Road, Cleveland, Ohio U.5.A. 44131-3373

Al eabna FATEY $721000 « Fax: (216) 6472.3d67 « website: www.izsapprovals.org



SWG Installation Comparison Chart

iaqr o, Negative Pressure SW 1. The safest way to sidewall vent
1* Typical B-Vent clearance
Fioor 1/Z" Typical listed clearances e The "SWG" Sidewal] Power Venter
aaﬂb}mable Joist between venter and s 100% Negative Pressure
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i _ ¢ Even with some corrosion, there
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ategory < and flexible retro fit application of
System B‘V““ HTPV pipe. °P
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100% Negative Foundagon pathway as HTPV pipe, with no
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2. Unsafe Installation

«  All joints must be sealed
regardiess of vent pipe material
used.

« Any loose joints or cracks will
cause the flue gases to leak!

« The CPSC has determined that it
should be replaced.

3. Problem Installation

+ There is at least one section of the
vent pipe that is under a positive
pressure and must be sealed.

e Ifthere are any loose or unsealed
joints or seams in the positive pressure
sections of either the venter housing or
vent pipe, the flue gases will leak.

e  The power venter and vent pipe
connection will not fit between floor
joist without structural medifications.

o There is no strict control over where
venter is installed; positive pressure
segment may vary in length.
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| ( FIELDCONTROLS

THE VENTING SOLUTIONS COMPANY

May 15, 1998

Mr. Todd A. Stevenson

Deputy Secretary & Freedom of Information Officer
U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

Office of the Secretary

4340 East West Highway - Room 502

Bethesda, MD 29814-4408

Dear Mr. Stevenson:

This letter is in response to your summary of the meeting we had in your office on April 24®,
1998. The purpose of the meeting was to follow up on the visit made to Mike Gidding June 20,
1997 to update the CPSC on our participation in the CAP Program. The following represents
the items discussed:

¢ Itis in everyone’s best interest to make this program successful. Assuming there are
200,000 - 300,000 installations of HTPV, is 10 - 20% changeout adequate for a
successful replacement program in light of the danger associated with venting products
of combustion?

 The contractor may not have been given adequate installation instructions to ensure
proper/safe installation. Not sealing positive vent sections of b-vent or vent hoods could
result in carbon monoxide leakage. Refer to the diagrams we prepared and presented -
(copies enclosed).

* With regard to consumer awareness, we were informed that there would be extensive
advertising. So far there has been very little and BRI informed us that because of their
backlog, certain aspects of the advertising has been postponed.

¢ Feedback from contractors, wholesalers, and BRI confirms that the $400 labor
allowance is not enough to attract quality contractors.

e Has the proper documentation been provided to ensure that the manufacturer approved
venter is being installed with the proper furnace model.

Field Controls, L.L.C. ® 2630 Airport Road # Kinston, NC 28504 Phone: (919) 522-3031 o FAX: (919} 522-0214



U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission
May 15, 1998
Page 2

In summary, our company has had extensive involvement in this program and our main
concern is the safety of the consumer. We €Xpect our comments to be interpreted as
constructive and helpful.

Please feel free to contact us as we are willing to assist in any way possible.
Sincerely,
FIERD CONTROLS, L.L.C.

ok THoll

Patrick T. Holleran
President

PTH/jgh
Enclosures

ce: Don Switzer - CPSC
Fred Barr - Field Controls, L.L.C.
Steve Guzorek - Field Controls, L.L.C.
Gordon Kelly - Field Controls, L.L.C.
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION é\/l,
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20207 6\0

May 4, 1998
Mr. Patrick T. Holleran
President
Field Controls
2630 Airport Road
Kinston, NC 28504

RE: Meeting Summary dated April 27, 1998

Dear Mr. Holleran:

The Commission intends to make the enclosed meeting summary a part of its public
record. We are sending you the summary so you may comment on the information under the
procedures in section 6(b) of the Consumer Product Safety Act (CPSA) (copy enclosed). That
section requires the Commission to provide the opportunity to comment on certain
information from which the identity of a manufacturer or private labeler of a consumer
product may be readily ascertained by the public. The comments you submit pertaining to the
information will be considered during our processing of the meeting summary. Prior to
disclosure of the meeting summary, the Commission will determine the reasonable steps to be
taken, if necessary, to fulfill the requirements of section 6(b)(1) of the CPSA. You may also
request confidential treatment of information in accordance with section 6(a)(3) of the CPSA.

To assist the Commission in evaluating the accuracy of the information contained in
the meeting summary, your comments on the enclosed material must be specific and
supported by documentary evidence, where available. You should also include with your
comments all explanatory data or other relevant information for the Commission's
consideration. Please note that Commission considers broadly expressed comments that lack
specific supporting information insufficient to sustain objections to or comments on accuracy.

If the Commission decides to disclose the meeting summary after its review, taking
into consideration your comments, the Commission may also release to the public your
comments (or a summary) unless you request that your comments (or portions) not be
released. If making this meeting/telephone summary available to the public requires

Office of the Secretary, Freedom of Information Division, 4340 East West Highway, Room 502, Bethesda, MD 20814-4408
Telephone (301) 504-0785, Facsimile (301) 504-0127, E-Mail www.tstevenson(@cpsc.gov



_Ms. Patrick T. Holleran
President
Page 2

explanatory statements, these statements may be based, in part, on your comments.
Therefore, please be specific, and let us know if there is any other information pertaining to
the subject matter of the meeting of which we should be aware.

To permit full consideration, your written comments must be received within 20
calendar days of the date of this letter with three additional days allowed if you receive the
material by mail. Comments should be sent to me. Thank you for your assistance.

)/

Deputy Secretary and
Freedom of Information Officer
Office of the Secretary

Enclosures
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Jim Hoebel ES

NON-COMMISSION ATTENDEES:

Patrick T. Holleran President, Field Controls
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MEETING SUMMARY

Mr. Kelly requested this meeting to brief staff on Field
Control's experience as a component supplier to the High
Temperature Plastic Vent Pipe (HTPV) Corrective Action Plan
(CAP) . Mr. Holleran made the.attached presentation. Field
Controls raised two additional points, 1} that it is possible
that improperly sized power venters could be installed on some
appliances subject to the CAP, and 2) that there appears to be a
delay between installations being logged as corrected, and the
actual field installation of the power venter. ES staff
responded -that it would pass the information along to the
appropriate CPSC personnel. = .



