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CPSC staff and members of ASTM E.05-15 Subcommittee
Task Groups

October 2, 2000
ASTM Headquarters, West Conshohocken, PA
Dale R. Ray, Project Mgr., EC, (301) 504-0962 x1323

Kurt Reimann, BASF Corp. (Task Group Chairman)

Tom Fritz, Armstrong World Ind. (Subcommittee Chairman)
Marcelo Hirschler, GBH Int’l. (Subcommittee Sec’y.)

Hank Roux, Roux Int’l. (Cigarette Ignition Task Group Chairman)
Joe Ziolkowski, UFAC (Furniture Industry Coalition Chairman)
Neil Ullman, Ullman Associates (Coalition/ASTM consultant)
Dallas Pinion, Brown & Williamson (Lab Task Group Chairman)
Richard Gann, NIST

Dale Ray, CPSC

and about 30 others representing textile, furniture, tobacco and
chemical industries, and ASTM staff

Summary;

This quarterly meeting of the ASTM E.05-15 voluntary standards Subcommittee
on Contents and Furnishings included discussion of the activities of its eight active task
groups. One of these is the Upholstered Furniture Small Open Flame Ignition Task
Group chaired by Dr. Reimann (among the other seven task group discussions were
activities on upholstered furniture/cigarette ignition, mattresses and bedding, and
cigarette fire safety).

Dr. Reimann opened the Upholstered Furniture Small Open Flame Task Group
discussion by describing a new effort by various furniture-related industry organizations
to establish a Furniture Industry Coalition. This coalition was formed pursuant to a) an
August 2000 Position Statement by the Alliance for the Polyurethanes Industry (API, a
spin-off of the Society of the Plastics Industry’s Polyurethanes Division) supporting
uniform open flame standards for furniture and mattresses, and b) an August 2000
Mission Statement by the Upholstered Furniture Action Council (UFAC, an arm of the
American Furniture Manufacturers Association) supporting research toward a possible
voluntary consensus standard. Such a standard could be proposed through ASTM. The
Furniture Industry Coalition member organizations are:




--The Alliance for the Polyurethanes Industry

--The Polyurethane Foam Association

—-The American Textile Manufacturers Institute -

--The Upholstered Furnityre Action Council / American F urniture
Manufacturers Association

--The American Fiber Manufacturers Association

--Cotton Incorporated, and

--The National Cotton Council

CPSC staff’s draft method, i.e., using a small-scale mockup exposed for 20 seconds to a
small (12”) butane flame, but would measure sample weight loss rather than combustion

There was some discussion about how well the Coalition’s approach would take
into account the dominant influence of cover fabric ignitability, and about how

reasonable level of safety while providing flexibility to manufacturers.

Mr. Ray presented new information released by CPSC regarding national fire loss
data. He described the general methodology used to estimate 1997 residential fire losses,
and various new elements of the estimating techniques; the resulting estimates differ
significantly from--and are not directly comparable with--estimates reported for previous

Mr. Ray then presented the results of the CPSC-sponsored interlaboratory study
on the CPSC staff’s draft small open flame test method. Representatives of several of the
nine participating laboratoriés were present at the ASTM meeting. Mr. Ray described the
staff’s methods and procedures in conducting this study, and presented a summary of the
observed flammability test results. He then discussed the staff’s statistical analysis of the
data, and presented calculated repeatability and reproducibility statistics. He noted that




the staffs analysis concluded that the draft test method yielded reasonable consistency
and precision, and was suitable for use in a standard, Mr. Ray distributed copies of the
staff reports on the interlab study to the attendees.

During a break in the meeting, some Furniture Industry Coalition representatives
met separately to review the CPSC interlab data. They announced upon returning that
they disagreed with some of the staff’s conclusions. Some discussion ensued among the
larger group, with some attendees expressing a desire to review the reports
independently. Mr. Ziolkowski said the Coalition would present its analysis at a later
time.




