
7345 Federal Register / Vol. 74, No. 30 / Tuesday, February 17, 2009 / Rules and Regulations 

apportionments of Pacific halibut PSC 
trawl limits between the trawl gear 

deep-water species complex and 
shallow-water species complex. 

TABLE 12—FINAL 2009 AND 2010 APPORTIONMENT OF PACIFIC HALIBUT PSC TRAWL LIMITS BETWEEN THE TRAWL GEAR 
DEEP-WATER SPECIES COMPLEX AND THE SHALLOW-WATER SPECIES COMPLEX 

[Values are in metric tons] 

Season Shallow-water 
species complex Deep-water species complex 1 Total 

January 20–April 1 .................................................. 450 100 ......................................................................... 550 
April 1–July 1 .......................................................... 100 300 ......................................................................... 400 
July 1–September 1 ................................................ 200 400 ......................................................................... 600 
September 1–October 1 ......................................... 150 Any remainder ........................................................ 150 

Subtotal January 20–October 1 ...................... 900 800 ......................................................................... 1,700 
October 1–December 31 2 ...................................... n/a n/a .......................................................................... 300 

Total .......................................................... n/a n/a .......................................................................... 2,000 

1 Vessels participating in cooperatives in the Central Gulf of Alaska Rockfish Pilot Program will receive a portion of the third season (July 1– 
September 1) deep-water category halibut PSC apportionment. At this time, this amount is unknown but will be posted later on the Alaska Re-
gion Web site at http://www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov when it becomes available. 

2 There is no apportionment between shallow-water and deep-water fishery complexes during the 5th season (October 1–December 31). 

Estimated Halibut Bycatch in Prior 
Years 

The best available information on 
estimated halibut bycatch is data 
collected by observers during 2008. The 
calculated halibut bycatch mortality by 
trawl, hook-and-line, and pot gears 
through December 31, 2008, is 1,950 mt, 
413 mt, and 29 mt, respectively, for a 
total halibut mortality of 2,392 mt. 

Halibut bycatch restrictions 
seasonally constrained trawl gear 
fisheries during the 2008 fishing year. 
The trawl fishery during the second 
season was closed for the deep-water 
species category on April 21 (73 FR 
22062, April 24, 2008), and during the 
fourth season on September 11 (73 FR 
53159, September 15, 2008). The trawl 
fishery during the first season was 
closed for the shallow-water species 
category on March 10 (73 FR 13464, 
March 13, 2008) and opened on March 
21 through May 21 (73 FR 15942, March 
26, 2008, and 73 FR 30318, May 27, 
2008). To prevent exceeding the fourth 
season halibut PSC limit for the 
shallow-water species category, directed 
fishing using trawl gear was limited to 
one 48-hour open period beginning 
September 1 (73 FR 51601, September 4, 
2008), and to one 36-hour period 

beginning September 10 (73 FR 52930, 
September 12, 2008). The trawl fishery 
for all groundfish targets (with the 
exception of vessels targeting pollock 
where open using pelagic trawl gear and 
vessels participating in the Rockfish 
Program in the Central GOA) closed for 
the fifth season on November 6, 2008 
(73 FR 66561, November 10, 2008) and 
reopened on November 16, 2008 (73 FR 
69586, November 19, 2008) following 
the reallocation of unused halibut PSC 
from rockfish cooperatives in the 
Central Gulf of Alaska Rockfish Pilot 
Program to vessels using trawl gear in 
the GOA (73 FR 69587, November 19, 
2008). Directed fishing for groundfish 
using hook-and-line gear closed for the 
year on October 16 (73 FR 62212, 
October 20, 2008). The amount of 
groundfish that vessels using hook-and- 
line and trawl gear might have 
harvested if halibut PSC limits had not 
restricted the 2008 season is unknown. 

Expected Changes in Groundfish Stocks 
and Catch 

The final 2009 ABCs for deep-water 
flatfish, flathead sole, and Pacific ocean 
perch are higher than those established 
for 2008, while the final 2009 ABCs for 
pollock, Pacific cod, rex sole, 

arrowtooth flounder, rougheye rockfish, 
northern rockfish, pelagic shelf rockfish, 
demersal shelf rockfish, and sablefish 
are lower than those established for 
2008. The final 2010 ABCs for pollock, 
Pacific cod, deep-water flatfish, flathead 
sole, Pacific ocean perch, and rougheye 
rockfish are higher than those 
established for 2008, while the final 
2010 ABCs for arrowtooth flounder, rex 
sole, rougheye rockfish, northern 
rockfish, pelagic shelf rockfish, 
demersal shelf rockfish, and sablefish 
are lower than those established for 
2008. For the remaining target species, 
the Council recommended that ABC 
levels remain unchanged from 2008. 
More information on these changes is 
included in the final SAFE report 
(November 2008). This document is 
available from the Council (see 
ADDRESSES). 

In the GOA, the total final 2009 TAC 
amounts are 242,727 mt, a decrease of 
7.6 percent from the 2008 TAC total of 
262,826 mt. The total final 2010 TAC 
amounts are 284,688 mt, an increase of 
8.3 percent from the 2008 TAC total of 
262,826 mt. Table 13 compares the final 
2008 TACs to the final 2009 and 2010 
TACs. 

TABLE 13—COMPARISON OF FINAL 2008 AND FINAL 2009 AND 2010 TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH IN THE GULF OF ALASKA 
[Values are rounded to the nearest metric ton] 

Species 2008 2009 2010 

Pollock ....................................................................................................................... 60,180 49,900 74,330 
Pacific cod ................................................................................................................. 50,269 41,807 60,102 
Deep-water flatfish ..................................................................................................... 8,903 9,168 9,793 
Rex sole ..................................................................................................................... 9,132 8,996 8,827 
Flathead sole ............................................................................................................. 11,054 11,181 11,289 
Shallow-water flatfish ................................................................................................. 22,256 22,256 22,256 
Arrowtooth flounder ................................................................................................... 43,000 43,000 43,000 
Sablefish .................................................................................................................... 12,730 11,160 10,337 
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