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3 Greenland turbot, arrowtooth flounder, and sablefish fishery category. 
4 Pollock other than pelagic trawl pollock, Atka mackerel, and ’’other species’’ fishery category. ‘‘Other species’’ for PSC monitoring includes 

sculpins, sharks, skates, and octopus. 

Halibut Discard Mortality Rates 

To monitor halibut bycatch mortality 
allowances and apportionments, the 
Regional Administrator uses observed 
halibut bycatch rates, discard mortality 
rates (DMR), and estimates of 
groundfish catch to project when a 
fishery’s halibut bycatch mortality 
allowance or seasonal apportionment is 
reached. The DMRs are based on the 
best information available, including 

information contained in the annual 
SAFE report. 

NMFS approves the halibut DMRs 
developed and recommended by the 
International Pacific Halibut 
Commission (IPHC) and the Council for 
the 2009 and 2010 BSAI groundfish 
fisheries for use in monitoring the 2009 
and 2010 halibut bycatch allowances 
(see Tables 8a–e). The IPHC developed 
these DMRs for the 2009 and 2010 BSAI 
non-CDQ fisheries using the 10-year 
mean DMRs for those fisheries. The 

IPHC changed the DMRs for the 2009 
and 2010 BSAI CDQ fisheries using the 
1998 to 2007 DMRs for those fisheries. 
The IPHC will analyze observer data 
annually and recommend changes to the 
DMRs when a fishery DMR shows large 
variation from the mean. A copy of the 
document justifying these DMRs is 
available from the Council (see 
ADDRESSES), and the DMRs are 
discussed in the final 2008 SAFE report 
dated November 2008. Table 9 lists the 
2009 and 2010 DMRs. 

TABLE 9—FINAL 2009 AND 2010 PACIFIC HALIBUT DISCARD MORTALITY RATES FOR THE BSAI 

Gear Fishery 

Halibut discard mortality rate 
(percent) 

2009 2010 

Non-CDQ hook-and-line ............................................... Greenland turbot ........................................................... 13 13 
Other species ............................................................... 11 11 
Pacific cod .................................................................... 11 11 
Rockfish ........................................................................ 17 17 

Non-CDQ trawl ............................................................. Arrowtooth flounder ...................................................... 75 75 
Atka mackerel ............................................................... 76 76 
Flathead sole ................................................................ 70 70 
Greenland turbot ........................................................... 70 70 
Non-pelagic pollock ...................................................... 74 74 
Pelagic pollock .............................................................. 88 88 
Other flatfish ................................................................. 74 74 
Other species ............................................................... 70 70 
Pacific cod .................................................................... 70 70 
Rockfish ........................................................................ 76 76 
Rock sole ...................................................................... 80 80 
Sablefish ....................................................................... 75 75 
Yellowfin sole ................................................................ 80 80 

Non-CDQ pot ................................................................ Other species ............................................................... 7 7 
Pacific cod .................................................................... 7 7 

CDQ trawl ..................................................................... Atka mackerel ............................................................... 85 85 
Flathead sole ................................................................ 87 84 
Non-pelagic pollock ...................................................... 86 85 
Pelagic pollock .............................................................. 90 90 
Rockfish ........................................................................ 82 82 
Rock sole ...................................................................... 86 88 
Yellowfin sole ................................................................ 84 84 

CDQ hook-and-line ....................................................... Greenland turbot ........................................................... 4 4 
Pacific cod .................................................................... 10 10 

CDQ pot ........................................................................ Pacific cod .................................................................... 7 7 
Sablefish ....................................................................... 35 34 

Directed Fishing Closures 

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(i), 
the Regional Administrator may 
establish a DFA for a species or species 
group if the Regional Administrator 
determines that any allocation or 
apportionment of a target species or 
‘‘other species’’ category has been or 
will be reached. If the Regional 
Administrator establishes a DFA, and 
that allowance is or will be reached 
before the end of the fishing year, NMFS 
will prohibit directed fishing for that 
species or species group in the specified 

subarea or district (see 
§ 697.20(d)(1)(iii)). Similarly, pursuant 
to § 679.21(e), if the Regional 
Administrator determines that a fishery 
category’s bycatch allowance of halibut, 
red king crab, C. bairdi crab, or C. opilio 
crab for a specified area has been 
reached, the Regional Administrator 
will prohibit directed fishing for each 
species in that category in the specified 
area. 

The Regional Administrator has 
determined that the groundfish 
allocation amounts in Table 10 will be 

necessary as incidental catch to support 
other anticipated groundfish fisheries 
for the 2009 and 2010 fishing years. 
Consequently, in accordance with 
§ 679.20(d)(1)(i), the Regional 
Administrator establishes the DFA for 
the species and species groups in Table 
10 as zero. Therefore, in accordance 
with § 679.20(d)(1)(iii), NMFS is 
prohibiting directed fishing for these 
sectors and species in the specified 
areas effective at 1200 hrs, A.l.t., 
February 17, 2009, through 2400 hrs, 
A.l.t., December 31, 2010. Also, the 
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