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TABLE 27—2009 AND 2010 NON-EXEMPT AFA CATCHER VESSEL SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES FOR ALL 
GEAR TYPES IN THE GOA 

[Amounts for incidental catch in other directed fisheries are in metric tons] 

Species Regulatory area/district Incidental catch amount 

Pacific cod ............................................................. Eastern ................................................................. 14 (inshore) and 2 (offshore) in 2009. 
20 (inshore) and 2 (offshore) in 2010. 

Deep-water flatfish ................................................ Western ................................................................ 0. 
Rex sole ................................................................ Eastern and Western ........................................... 4 and 1. 
Flathead sole ......................................................... Eastern and Western ........................................... 4 and 7. 
Arrowtooth flounder ............................................... Eastern and Western ........................................... 1 and 17. 
Pacific ocean perch ............................................... Western ................................................................ 9. 
Northern rockfish ................................................... Western ................................................................ 1. 
Pelagic shelf rockfish ............................................ Entire GOA ........................................................... 0 (W), 0 (C), 4 (E) in 2009. 

0 (W), 0 (C), 3 (E) in 2010. 
Demersal shelf rockfish ......................................... SEO District .......................................................... 1. 

Section 680.22 provides for the 
management of non-AFA crab vessel 
groundfish harvest limits using directed 
fishing closures in accordance with 
§ 680.22(e)(2) and (3). The Regional 
Administrator has determined that the 
non-AFA crab vessel sideboards listed 
in Tables 18 and 19 are insufficient to 
support a directed fishery and set the 
sideboard DFA at zero, with the 
exception of Pacific cod in the Western 
and Central Regulatory Areas. 
Therefore, in accordance with 
§ 680.22(e)(3), NMFS is prohibiting 
directed fishing by non-AFA crab 
vessels in the GOA for all species and 
species groups listed in Tables 18 and 
19, with the exception of Pacific cod in 
the Western and Central Regulatory 
Areas. 

Section 679.82 provides for the 
management of Rockfish Program 
sideboard limits using directed fishing 
closures in accordance with 
§ 679.82(d)(7)(i) and (ii). The Regional 
Administrator has determined that the 
catcher vessel sideboards listed in 
Tables 20 and 21 are insufficient to 
support a directed fishery and set the 
sideboard DFA at zero. Therefore, 
NMFS is closing directed fishing for 
pelagic shelf rockfish and Pacific ocean 
perch in the WYK District and the 
Western Regulatory Area and for 
northern rockfish in the Western 
Regulatory Area by catcher vessels 
participating in the Central GOA 
Rockfish Program during the month of 
July in 2009 and 2010. These closures 
will remain in effect through 2400 hrs, 
A.l.t., December 31, 2010. 

NMFS adjusted the 2009 TAC 
amounts for the GOA pollock and 
Pacific cod fisheries on January 5, 2009 
(74 FR 233) because NMFS determined 
these TACs were incorrectly specified in 
the 2008 and 2009 GOA harvest 
specifications published February 27, 
2008 (73 FR 10562). This adjustment 
will ensure the GOA pollock and Pacific 

cod TACs do not exceed the appropriate 
amounts, based on the best available 
scientific information for pollock and 
Pacific cod in the GOA. Closures 
implemented under the 2008 and 2009 
Gulf of Alaska harvest specifications for 
groundfish (73 FR 10562, February 27, 
2008) remain effective under authority 
of these final 2009 and 2010 harvest 
specifications, and are posted at the 
following Web sites: http://www.alaska
fisheries.noaa.gov/index/infobulletins/
infobulletins.asp?Yr=2009, and http://
www.alaskafisheries.noaa.gov/2009/
status.htm. While these closures are in 
effect, the maximum retainable amounts 
at § 679.20(e) and (f) apply at any time 
during a fishing trip. These closures to 
directed fishing are in addition to 
closures and prohibitions found in 
regulations at 50 CFR part 679. NMFS 
may implement other closures during 
the 2009 and 2010 fishing years as 
necessary for effective conservation and 
management. 

Response to Comments 

NMFS received one letter of comment 
(three comments) in response to the 
proposed 2009 and 2010 harvest 
specifications. These comments are 
summarized and responded to below. 

Comment 1: NMFS administers the 
federal fisheries off Alaska for the 
benefit of a few Alaska fishermen, not 
for the benefit of the nation or all U.S. 
citizens. 

Response: NMFS manages the Gulf of 
Alaska groundfish fisheries on behalf of 
all United States citizens, as well as on 
behalf of the commercial fishing 
industry. Companies involved in this 
industry are based in various states, 
including Alaska. The individuals 
participating in these fisheries reside in 
other states besides Alaska. NMFS’s 
primary objective in the harvest 
specifications process is the 
conservation and management of fish 
resources for the Nation as a whole. The 

annual harvest specifications process is 
a key element to ensuring that Alaska 
fisheries are sustainably managed in a 
controlled and orderly manner. 

Comment 2: Commercial fishing 
activities off of Alaska have an adverse 
and detrimental effect on marine 
mammals and other marine resources. 

Response: The EIS prepared for the 
Alaska groundfish fisheries identified a 
preferred harvest strategy for groundfish 
and concluded that the preferred 
harvest strategy, under existing 
regulations, would have no lasting 
adverse impacts on marine mammals 
and other marine life. Further, pursuant 
to the Endangered Species Act, NMFS 
consults to ensure that federal actions, 
including this one, do not jeopardize the 
continued existence of any endangered 
or threatened marine mammal species. 
Additional protections for marine 
mammals are provided under the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act. Any 
taking of a marine mammal, such as 
harassment or shooting, is a violation 
and a potentially prosecutable offense. 

Comment 3: Commercial fishing is 
killing off fish and other marine life to 
the point of extinction. 

Response: As previously mentioned, 
the harvest specifications process is 
intended to foster conservation and 
management of marine resources. This 
process incorporates the best available 
scientific information from the most 
recent stock assessment and fisheries 
evaluation reports prepared by multi- 
disciplinary teams of scientists. Such 
reports contain the most recent 
scientific information on the condition 
of various groundfish stocks, as well as 
the condition of other ecosystem 
components. None of the NMFS- 
managed groundfish species off Alaska 
is overfished or subject to overfishing. 
The Council and NMFS annually 
respond to new developments in the 
natural environment as part of the 
harvest specifications process. 
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