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Objectives

This presentation is an overview of the changes that will be 
implemented in SEVIS Release 5.7, which include the following:

New Intern category
Form DS-7002
Changes to the Trainee category
Trainee and Intern Occupational Categories
Message Board
Country Code Updates for Batch
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New Trainee and Intern Regulations

The Department of State is revising its regulations at 
22 CFR § 62.22 (Trainees) to eliminate the “non-specialty 
occupations” and “specialty occupations,” establish a new Intern 
category, and modify the selection criteria for participation in a 
training program. 

The new regulations will require sponsors to screen, vet, and enter 
into written agreements with third parties who assist them in 
recruiting, selecting, screening, orienting, placing, training, or 
evaluating foreign nationals who participate in training and internship 
programs.  
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Form DS-7002
Training/Internship Placement Plan (T/IPP)

Sponsors must fully complete and obtain requisite signatures for a 
Form DS-7002 for each trainee and intern prior to issuing a 
Form DS-2019.
Sponsors must provide each signatory an executed copy of the 
Form DS-7002.  Upon request, trainees and interns must present their 
fully executed Form DS-7002 to a Consular Official during their visa 
interview. 
A copy of the Form DS-7002 can be obtained at:
http://www.state.gov/documents/organization/84240.pdf
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New Intern Program

Intern Program—a structured and guided work-based learning 
program, set forth in an individualized Form DS-7002, 
Training/Internship Placement Plan (T/IPP), that:

Reinforces a student’s or recent graduate’s academic study, 
Recognizes the need for work-based experience, 
Provides on-the-job exposure to American techniques, methodologies, 
and expertise, and 
Enhances the intern’s knowledge of American culture and society
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Definition of an Intern

Intern—a foreign national who:

1.Is either currently enrolled in and pursuing studies at a degree- or 
certificate-granting post-secondary academic institution outside the 
United States or graduated from such an institution no more than
12 months prior to his or her exchange visitor program begin date, 
and

2.Enters the United States to participate in a structured and guided 
work-based internship program in his or her specific academic field. 
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Trainee Category
The regulation contained in 22 CFR § 62.22 is being  amended to 
eliminate “Trainee Specialty” and “Trainee Non-specialty” categories.

Sponsors currently designated to conduct Specialty and/or Non-
specialty Trainee programs can continue to conduct their programs 
without interruption until further notice from the Department of State. 
The designation of these programs will eventually be changed and
replaced with either the “Trainee” or “Intern” category.  Any new 
designation applications will be for the categories of Trainee or Intern 
only.

Guidance for these categories of exchange will be provided to 
designated sponsors by the Department of State.  
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Trainee Program

Trainee Program—a structured and guided work-based learning 
program, set forth in an individualized Training/Internship Placement 
Plan (T/IPP) (Form DS-7002), that:

Enhances a trainee’s understanding of American culture and society 
and his/her occupational field through exposure to American 
techniques, methodologies, and expertise.
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Definition of a Trainee

Trainee—a foreign national who:

1.Has either a degree or professional certificate from a foreign post-
secondary academic institution and at least one year of prior related 
work experience in his/her occupational field acquired outside the 
United States, or five years of work experience outside the United 
States in his/her occupational field
and

2.Enters the United States to participate in a structured and guided 
work-based training program in his/her specific occupational field.
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Trainee and Intern Occupational Categories
When programs are designated for the new “Trainee” or “Intern”
categories, they will also be designated for at least one specific 
occupational category:  

Agriculture, Forestry, and Fishing
Arts and Culture
Aviation 
Construction and Building Trades
Education, Social Sciences, Library Science, Counseling, and Social 
Services
Health Related Occupations
Hospitality and Tourism (new)
Information Media and Communications
Management, Business, Commerce, and Finance
Public Administration and Law
The Sciences, Engineering, Architecture, Mathematics, and Industrial 
Occupations.
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Trainee and Intern Occupational Categories
When creating a record for a potential exchange visitor participant in 
a Trainee or Intern category, an occupational category will be 
required.  The occupational categories available to the sponsor will 
be dependent on those authorized at the time of designation. 
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Message Board

A message board is being added to SEVIS to enable the Department
of Homeland Security (DHS) and Department of State (DoS) to 
broadcast messages to users.  The Message Board screen will only 
display if there are current message postings for the user.  This 
feature will be available in SEVIS real-time interactive (RTI) only.  
Batch users will need to log into SEVIS RTI to access this feature.
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Message Board—View Messages

Users will be able to view and print messages.  To view a message, 
users can either click the View link to the right of a specific message 
or click the View/Print All link.  
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Message Board—System Message

The Message Board will also be available at any time by clicking the 
Message Board link on the navigation bar.  Messages will be removed 
from the Message Board automatically when the posting end date is 
reached.
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Message Board—Print Messages

The browser print feature will be used to print messages. 
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Exit the Message Board

When finished viewing the Message Board, users will click any link on 
the navigation bar to continue using SEVIS.
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Country Code Updates for Batch Users
The Batch Birth Country Codes and Citizenship/Residence Country Codes 
lookup tables will be modified per a National Geo-Spatial Intelligence 
Agency’s Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) 10-4 Change 
Notice.  These modifications will make Batch consistent with the current 
SEVIS Real-Time Interactive (RTI) Country of Birth, Country of Citizenship,
Country of Legal Permanent Residence, and Foreign Address Country lists.

First, two new countries will be added to the Batch Birth Country Codes and 
Citizenship/Residence Country Codes lookup tables.

SerbiaRB
MontenegroMJ

Country DescriptionCountry Code
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Country Code Updates for Batch Users
Second, two countries will be closed (i.e., will only be listed in the Batch 
Birth Country lookup table).

Lastly, three current countries will have their descriptions changed in the 
Batch Birth Country Codes and Citizenship/Residence Country Codes lookup 
tables.

Serbia (Prior to 2001)SerbiaSR
Montenegro (Prior to 2001)MontenegroMW
MacedoniaRepublic of MacedoniaMK
New Country DescriptionOld Country DescriptionCountry Code

Serbia and MontenegroYI
Germany, BerlinBZ

Country DescriptionCountry Code
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User Manuals and Online Help

The user manuals and online help are being updated to reflect the 
changes addressed in this presentation.  The user manuals will be 
posted to the Exchange Visitor Program web site when Release 5.7
goes into production. 
http://exchanges.state.gov/education/jexchanges/about/sevis.htm
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Summary

This presentation covered the following changes that are being 
implemented in SEVIS Release 5.7:

New Intern category
Form DS-7002
Changes to the Trainee category
Trainee and Intern Occupational Categories
Message Board
Country Code Updates for Batch


