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AN ACT relating to wildlife; providing for the
reclassification, . harvesting. and other regulation of gray
wolves as trophy game animals as specified; monltorlng gray
- wolves;  providing for the regulation of wolf hybrids;

providing a definition of livestock for purposes of the
‘game and fish. prov151ons, providing for meetings and for

,'ruWemak1ng, prohibiting the private ownership of wolves and
wolf hybrids; providing a statement of legislative intent;

providing for implementation and reports; making conformlng )

amendments, and prov1dlng for an ELIECthE date

Be It Enacted by Lhe Legislature of the State of Wyamlng

read:

1

“23 -1-108. Dellstlng of gray wolves as experlmental
nonessential populatlon, endangered species or threatened
' species. - o ' a '

) Gray wolves shall be ‘deemed  removed from- the ‘list ‘of

experimental nonessential population, endangered species or

threatened species in Wyoming upon final publication in the
Federal Register by appropriate federal agencies removing
the .gray wolf from all listings as . an experimental
nenessential population, endangered species  or threatened
species in Wyoming. ' ' - '

23-1-304. Classification of gray.wolves;

{a) The commission shall determine the classification
of gray.wolves as provided in this section. . In making this

‘classification the commission shall e1y upon  information

provided by department personnel and shall consult with the
. Wyoming animal damage management board <created by W.5.
CBitLCory 3/1/2005 - 2:07 AM

Sect}on 1. w}s. 23- 1-108 -and 23 -1-304 are created to -

00316



ORIGINAL HOUSE
_BILL NO. 0229

ENROLLED ACT NO. 78, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FIFTY-SEVENTH LEGISLATURE" OP THE STATE OF WYOMING
2003 GENERAL SESSION

v

11-6-303 and the director of the Wyoming department of

agriculture, and consider any “-additional information
provided by that board and -by that director. ' -

(b) The department shall provide to the. commission at
least a gquarterly monltorlng report on the number of gray
wolf packs within this state and their- general location.

- Within thirty (30) days of receiving a department report-

the commission shall at a public meetlng

(1) Determine if theres are Tess than seven (7)_‘
‘packs of gray wolves located in this state and primarily ©

~outside of Yellowstone National Park, Grand Teton National
Park and John D. Rockezeller, Jr. Memorial Parkway and less
‘than  fifteen (15) packs ~ within .this -state, 1nclud1ng
Yellowstone National Park, Grand Teton. National Park and
‘John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Memorial ‘Parkway.  If such a
determination is made: IR

(A} The commission. shall .adopt rules and
regulations to classify the gray wolf as a trophy game
animal and prohlb1t the taking of gray wolves except as
provided by W.§. 23-3- 115(c), within 'that area of the state

the commission determines is necessary to reasonably ensure’

‘seven (7) packs of gray wolves are. located in this ‘state
and primarily outside of Yellowstone National Park, Grand
Teton National Park and John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Memorial
Parkway at the end of the current calendar year;

(B) At any time that gray wolves are

.classified as trophy game animals outside of any area
specified in W.S. 23-1-101(a) {xii) (B) (I}, the commission
shall: ' ' : ' _ SR

BiLL Copy 31112003 - 807 AM
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1) Meét in public not 1_ess than once

every ninety . (90} days .to review the.classz.fz.catlon and

determlne the need for its conti nuance,

: (II) In consultation with the director

of the Wyoming department of agriculture, upon receipt of

information from the department of agriculture, ‘consider

the reclassification of wolves in all or a portion of such

© area at the commission's next scheduled meeting, or at an

. earlier meetlng of -the commission as the conun15510n deems
‘ desu:able or neoessr;ry S

(11)' Malnta'ln the class:.flcatlon of gray wolves
‘as a predatory animal and trophy game ‘animal &as SpEC‘..‘Lfled
in W.S. 23-1-101(&) (viii) and (xii) (B} (1), if- J.j: determines

there were at least seven (7) packs.of gray wolves located B
- in this state and primarily outside of Yellowstone National.

-Park Grand Teton National Park'  and John ' D. Rockefeller,
Jr. Memorial Parkway or at least fifteen (15) packs within

this s,tate,' including Yellowstone National - Park,  Grand
~Teton National Park and John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Memorial-:

‘Parkway as- of the end of the preoedlng calendar quarter.. '

(c) For purposes of this section "pack" means five.
p

(5) or more gray wolves travellng together. If & group of
gray wolves consists of more thon ten (10) _animals known to
be traveling . together, the commission’ may, at . its

discretion, recognize the number of packs within such =a
group to be equal to the number of reproductively mature
females bearing young found within that group of wolves.

(d) The department shall institute and malngaln_ an
active program of population monitoring statewide. Inm all
. areas of the state, except where otherwise provided, any
person -who harvests ‘a2 wolf shall notify the dePar_tment
where the harvest occurred Within_ ton (10} -days. . Any

| . 3
Bl ;ofm{ 72003 - 8 D?AM
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information regarding the number or nature of. wolves
lega1ly harvested within the state of Wyom1ng shall only be
released in' its. ‘aggregate Tform and no information of a
private or conleentlalk nature shall be re1eased. w1thout
- the written consent of the person to whom the information
may refer. - Information identifying any person legally
harvesting a wolf within this state is solely for the use
of the department or appropriate law enforcement offices
and is not a publlc record for purposes of W.5. 16- 4-201
through 16-4-205. AR T ‘ e

{e} -The department shalil actlvely' monltor "big game
anlmal herd populations statewide to. determine. whether and
to what extent the gray wolf is negatively - 1mpact1ng_b1g
game animal herds, and thereby hunting opportunities.. To

the extent permitted by  this tl;le, .the department shall

manage the gray wolf populatlon as necessary to ensure the
long-term health and viability of any big game animal herd
that is bemng threatened in this sLate :

(f}  Thism sectlon shall apply from and after the date
gray wolves are removed from the -1list of experimental
nonessentlal_ population, endangersd spec1es cr 'threatened
species in Wyoming as provided by w.s. 23-1-108. ' S

Section 2. = W.5. '11~5-302(a)(lx) Cand (),

23-1-101i(a} (viii) and  (xii),  23~1-102(a) by creating a new

paragraph (xvi), 23-1-103, 23-1-302(a) by creating a new
?arag:aph (xxix), 23-2-10i(j) by creating a new paragraph
c{xlii), - 23-2-104(e), 23~ -2-303(d), 23-3-102(b}, 23-3-115 by
creating & new subsect1on (c), 23-3-301 and 23-3-304(a) are
amended to read: ' SR N ' TR

11-6-302. Definitions.

 (a) As used in this article:

f1=9

!

B oy SH2003 - 207 A
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. {ix) "Predatory animal” Means:

(&) Loyote, jaCkIabblL, porcupine, raécoon,
red fox, skunk——ﬁeiv or stray cat; aAd ‘ :

B) Unt*l the daue qray wochs are removed -

from the 1ist of. experimentzl rnonessential population,
. endangered speciez or _threatencd species in Wyoming as
 provided by W.S. 23—1—103, "predatory animal" _includss

‘wolves. After that date, "predatory animal' shall inclode

 'f;ny gray waolf not w1th1n an_asrea OF the State in whlch the

qray wol» 15

KI) De31gnated as a trophy game. anlmal

~under subd1v1qlon (g)(B)(I} of thlS subsertlon. or

: (II) Classified as a tronhy _game
animal by. -the game. and flsh comm1551on 'pursuant to W.3.

23-1-3 Uﬁ(b)(l)(k)

'(x) ."Trophy game animal”:meénsi'

S (3) Black ' bear, ,griZZly bear or mountain
lion; and o ) ks ' :

_ _ (B) _From and after the date gray wolves ars
‘remeved from  the list 0f experimental nonessential
population, endangered species or. threatened species -in
‘Wyoming as provided by W.5. 23- 1-108: RN :

" (I) "Trophy game animal" shail include
P g

any gray wolf within those tracts of land within the
boundaries of Wyoming designated as Yellowstone MNational
Park, Grand Teton -National Park, the John D. Rockefellar,
Jr. Memorial- Parkway, &nd those federally designatad

5
Bii. L""Om'%"'"’f‘i é—°0; A&A
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wildeérness areas contiguous to these natienal parks and.

this parkway as definsd by the Unltrd States ﬁonqress as of
Jauuary 1, “DO ; and -

{(II)  "Trophy game animal" shall
include "any gray wolf within any area of the state where
gray wolves are classified azs trophy game animals by the
game and fish ‘commissicn pursuant to - W.S.
23-1-304(b) (i) (B). - S . ' ‘ .

23-1-101. Definitions of wildlife.
“{a). As used in this act:‘

(viii) Predatory an1ma1" meanS‘

: (A) Coyote,_jackrabb1t, porchpine,Aracéoon, '

" red zog, ﬁ=--skunk or stray cat, and .

o (B) Until the date gray wolves are removed
‘from ‘the 1list of experimental nonessential population,
endangered species or threstened spacies in Wyoming as
. provided by wW.5. 23-1-108, "predatory 'animal” .- includes
wolves, After that date,. "predatory animal" shall include
any gray welf not w1th1n an area of the state in which the
gray wolf is: e e

. , kI) Designated as a trophy gamp ‘animal
‘under subdivision (xii) (B) (I) of this subsectlon,

'(II) Cla551zled as "a trophy game

animal _ hy the -~ commission pursuant to - W.S.
23-1-304 (b} (i) (B) . i ' - R B

(xii) "Trophy game animal" means:

00321



ORIGINAL HOUSE
BILL NO. _0229

ENROLLED ACT NO. 78, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FTFTY SEVENLH LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WYOMING
2003 GENERAL SESSION

(A} Black bear, grizzly bear ‘or mountain
lion; and ' : R

{(B) TFrom and after the date gray wolves are

removad. from . the list of experimental nonessential

population, endangered species or threatsned species in

-'Wvoming as provided by W.S. 23-1-108:

_ (I) "Trophy game animal" shall include
any gray wolf within theose tracts of land within <the

boundaries of Wyoming designated: as Yellowstone HNational -

Park, Grand Teton Naticnmal Park, the John .D. Rockefeller,
Jr. Memcrigl Parkway, and those federally designated
. wilderness areas contiguous to these national parks and
- this parkway as definad by the Unszd States congrnss aa of
"Junuarq 1, ¢DO3 and . : :

. {IT) "Trophy - géme - animal® | ‘shall

include any gray wolf within any area.of the stats where.
. gray wolves are clgssified as trophy game animals by the

‘commlsSLQn pursuant to W.S5. 23-1- 304(b)( Y (A) .

323—1-102. General deflnltlons

=3 As'used_in this act:

{xvi}) "Livestock" means horses, mules and asses,

rabbits, llamas, cattle, swine, sheep, goats, poultry, or
other animal generally used for. food or in the production
of food or fiber, and guard animals actively engaged in the
protection of livestock. Bison are considered livestock
unless ociherwise des1gnatad by the Wyoming livestock board
and the commission. . o

1 23-1-103. Ownership  of ‘;Wildlife; - purpese. @f
 provisions. . | 1] o se.
7
B Coey HAZ003 - 207 AM
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‘For the purpose of this act, all wildlife in Wyoming is the
‘property of the state. It is the purpose of this act and
the policy of the state to provide an ‘adequate and flexible
system for control, propagation, management, protectlon and

requlation of all Wyoming wildlife. There shall be no-

private ownership of live animals c¢lassified in this act as
big or trophy game ani mals or of any wo11 or wolf hvuvtd o

23f1—302, .Powgrs and duties.
(a) The commission is directed and empowered: -

. (xmiz) After the .date gray wolves are removed
“from the list of ezperimental nonessential populatiocn,

endangered species or threatened species in Wyvoming as

provided by W.8. 23-1-108, to classify gray ‘wolves as
predatory or trophy game animals +in accordance with. W.S.
23-1-304, and to regulate the number of gray wolves wh1ch
‘may be taP¢n under a llcense 1Sbu°d under this aﬂt.-

- 23~ 2 101. Fees; rest;zctions;'nonresident applicétion
fee; nonre51dent licenses;  verification of residency
required. ' ' IR R

(j) Subject to W.S. 23-2-101(f), .the ' following
hunting licenses. and tags may be purchased for the ree
indicated and subjﬂct to. the llmltatlons prov1ded R

. . (x1ii) From and after the date gray wolves are
removed from -~ the list of experimental .nonessential
" population, endangered species or threatened species in

Wyeming as provided by W.S. 23-1-108: : K o

-(A) Resident gray wolf license ....... £15.00

B Coey 3ANNT L 20T ARA
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‘(B) Ncnre51dent gray wolr llcense ..5150.00

23-2-104. Archery . licenses; special - seasons;'

prohibition against flrga:ms; equipment.

{2} When hunting-antelope,:bighorn sheep, black beér,
deer, mountain goat or mountain lion - the longbow hunter
~must be equipped with a longbow of not less than forty .(40)

: ) pounds draw weight or p0559551ng the ability to cast a
hunting arrow of four hundred (400} grain weight at least .

‘one hundred s;xty {160) yards. When hunting elk, grizzly

bear or moose, the longbow hunter must be equipped with a.

-_longbow of not less than fifty jSD)_pounds draw weight. or
possessing the ability to cast a hunting arrow of Zfive
~ hundred {500) grain weight at least ones hundred sixty {(160)
~yards. The crossbow hunter must be equipped with a crossbow
of not less than ninety (90) pounds draw weight which has a
minimum draw length of 'fourteen (14) inches (from front of

bow to back of string in the cocked position), a ‘positive .

safety mechanism, and, except as. provided in subsection (f)
of this section, which must be cocked by hand without the

2id of leverage-gaining devices. Crossbow bolts must be .at
~least sixteen (16) inches long. The broadhead of Arrows or

‘bolts shall be of sharp steel Wlth a minimum cutting width

of one (1) inch. The provisions of this subsecticon .

relating tc the hunting of antelope, bighorn sheep, black
bear, desr, mountain goat and mountain lion ~shall alszo
~apply to the hunting of the gray wolf as a trophy game
animal from and after the date gray wolves are removed from
the list = of  experimental  nonessential  population,

endangered species or thLEutened species in -Wyoming as

‘provided by W.S. 23-3i- 108

23-2-303. Trapplng licenses; . tagging; - traps and

snares; penalty; confiscation.

Eve Coey 3007 S B0T7 AR

00324



ORIGINAL HOUSE
 BILL NO. 0229

- ENROLLED ACT NO. 78, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FIFTY SEVENTH TEGISLATURE QF -THE STATE OF WYOMING
2003 GENERAL SESSION

(d) All traps and snares used for furbearing or

predatory animals shall be permanently marked or tagged.

with . the name - and  address cf the - owner ‘or the
identification number assigned +te¢ the .owner . by the

department. Any identification number attached to a trap or

snars pursuant to this subsection is solely for the use of
the department or appropriate- law enforcement officers and
is not a public record for purposes of W.S5. 16-4-201
~through 16-4-205. No trap or snare shall be set .for
furbearing or predatory animals within thirty (30) feet of
‘any exposed bait or carcass over five (5) pounds in weight.

As used in this subsection, "exposed bait or carcass" means

the meat or viscera of any part - of a mammal, bird or fish,
excluding dried bones.. In addition, all snares used for

“taking'furbearing or .predatory animals 'shall be eguipped

with ‘a bréak—away locking -‘device - that is designed -to

release at two hundred ninety-five (295) pbunds of pressure

or 'less and a snare loop not to exceed twelve (12) inches
in diameter measured side to side. Unless otherwise
specified in this section, all traps, excluding snares sst
for furbearing animals and predatory animals and quick kill

body - grip traps as defined ‘by commission rule and

regulation, shall be checked by the owner at.-least .once
during each seventy-two (72) hour period from the time the
traps were set. Quick kill body grip traps shall be checked
by the owner not less than once each seven (7) day period
from the time the traps. were set. All wildlife caught in
any trap . or snare “shall wupon discovery, be  removed

immediately by the owner. Violation of this subsection-

constitutes a ninth degree misdemeanor. After the date gray
volves are removad  from ' the list oif experimental
nonessential population, endangered species or threatensd
‘spacies in Wyoming as provided by W.S5. 23-1-108 the
commission may enact rules and regulations setting forth
"the specifications for traps and snares used for the taking

‘of gray wolves and the time period for checking such traps -

_ 10
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and snares. Except as otherwise provided by commission

rule, the provisiens in +this sesction requlating thé

trepping of furbearing and predatory anlmgls shall app1y to

the trapplnq of gray wolves

‘ 23 ~-3-102. Taklng certaln game animals w1thcut llcense
- or durlng a closed season prohlblted ‘ '

_ (b) Any person who takes any bighorn Sheep,fmohqtain
. goat, mountain lion,’ s=—grizzly bear or, gray wolf where

ciassified as a trophy game animal, without the proper
“license except &s otherwise: permltted by thlS act 15 gullty
of. a 4th degree mlsdemeanor D .

; 23—3~1l5) - Taking blaqkr bear,  mountain..liQn, .grﬁy _
" wolf, bobcat, weasel, badger,- squirrels or 'muskrat - for

-damaglng property

(c} The provisions of subsecticn (&) of this section
relating tc the taking of animals doing damags to private

" propérty shall apply to gray wolves from and after the date
gray wolves are removed from the list of expsrimental

nonessential population, endangered species or threatenad

species in Wyoming as provided by W.S. 23-1-108. The owner,
emplovee or lessse acting under authority of this section
shall notify the department of the killing of a gray waolf

within an area of .the state in which the gray wolf is
claessified as a trophy game animal. -The notification shall
be made within ten (10) davs of the kill .unless the gray

‘wolf was taken in an area where wolves have heen classified .

25 trophy game animals pursuant to W.8. -23-1-304 (b} (i) (A)
in which case .the HOtlfluaLTOn shalli e made within
seventy-two (72) hours. o ' : ' o

23-3-301. Importation ._énd - sale ' of - wildlife
prohibited; exceptions. . S o

!’;1

i
S
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(a} No person shall- import into Wyoming from any

source any living .antelope, bear, deer, elk, moose,

mountain goat, mountain lion, bighorn sheep, wolf, wolf

‘hybrid ner any living .wildlife - except as .otherwise
‘permitted by this act. . . . : o

(b} No person shall sell.any.liVing antelope, bear,

deer, elk, 'moose, mountain goat, mountain lion, bighorn -

_sheep, wolf, wolf hyhrld or falcon except as permltted by
jthe comm1551on : : - . : .

‘23-3-304. Certaln trapplng devices unlawful game for

bait prohlblted baiting big game . animals prohibited;

. penalties.

(a)  No person shall take or wound any .géme,;énimal,,'

game bird, or game £fish by use .of any pit, pitfall, net,
trap, deadfall, poison, or other similar device except as
" otherwise provided. From and after the date gray wolves
are removed  from 'the list of experimental nonessential
‘population, endangered species or threatensd species in
Wyoming as providad by W.S. 23-1-108, gray wolves may be

taken with & trap or snmare only as allowsed by and in

accordance with rules-.and reculations of the commission.

Section 3. Nothing in this act shall prohibit the
~ownership of a wolf hybrid if the animal was owned before
the effective date of this act by a person then residing in
thlS state. : . ' ' : L

Section'4.
(a) It is the purpose of this act, unless -the
. introducticn of the gray wolf into Wyoming is determined by

lawful authorities not to have been in accordance with

. . : 12
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rederal law, to provide appropriate ‘state managemant and
control of gray wolves in order to facilitate the removal
of the gray welf from its 1listing as an experimental
_nonessential population, endangered species or threatened
species in Wyoming and to '‘prevent future listing of the
gray -wolf.- as an experimental nonessential population,
. endangered species or threatened species. ' :

(b) In providing appropriate state managameﬁt -and

control of gray wolves, the state acknowledges the need to
£ill the current wvacuum of management of this species.
within the state. - The state retains all rights. to’

investigate and, if .determined.‘by state officials to be

appropriate, take legal - actions  against the. federa1-

" government relatlng to the 1ntroduct1on of the g*ay wolf
into the boundarles oF thlS state ' S : S

. (c) .In crder to accompllsh the purposes oF thlS act,
the game and fish .commission shall enter - -dinto a memorandum
of understanding with -appropriate federal agencies under
which the commission and federal agencies shalljegdeavdr to

~manage the prey base  for gray wolves in a manner to-

maintain a' sufficient prey base 'in Yellowstonas National
Park, Grand Teton Nztional Park and John D. Rockefeller,
Jr. Memorial Parkway within the state. for at least eight

(8) packs oi wolves. The game and fish commission shall .
endeavor to manage big game populations providing a prey.

base for seven '(7) packs of gray wolves in all other areas
of the state in such & manner as to mitigate to the
greatest e=sxtent possible, adverszs effects on. opportunltles
‘faor llcensed hunters to take blg game :

(d) The game and,flsh commlssion-shall repart to the
Jjoint” travel, recreation, wildlife and cultural resources
interim committee not later than September 1, . 2003,
regarding the implementation of this act. : o

| . , 13
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 Section 5. This act 1is effectwve immediately upon
completlon of all acts necessary for z bill to become law
as provided by AILlCle 4, SBection 8 of ,the Wyoming
.Constltutlon ' ' o '

(END)

Speaker of the House =~ = . - " President of the Senate

Governor -

TIME - APPROVED:
 DATE APPROVED:

T -hereby certify that this act originated in the House.

»

Chief Clerk
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