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Purpose

The purposeof this
Safety and Hedlth
Information Bulletinisto
informemployersand
employees, who use !
rear-loadingtrashtrucks -
to empty dumpsters, of
the hazards associ ated
with not properly securing thedumpster’s
trunnion barsandfailing to take other safety
precautions during the emptying process.

Figure 1 - Rear-loading
Trash Truck

Background

Refuse collection workersfaceavariety of
occupationa hazards. Infact, refuse collection
wasidentified asone of the most dangerousjobs
inthe United States during the 1992-1997 period.
Refuse collecting and recycling accounted for
over 1% of al occupationd fataitiesnationaly
between 1992 and 1997. While occupational
workers* struck by” vehiclesaccount for amajor
portion of thesefatalities, other workersarekilled
by contact with objects and equi pment according
to Bureau of Labor Statistics 2001 data. Be-
tween 1999 and 2003, OSHA investigated at
least six fatdities involvingworkerswhowere
crushed when thedumpster becamedid odged.

Description of Hazard

In January of 2003 the Concord Areaoffice
investigated afatdity that demonstratesthe
potential hazardsof being struck by and/or
crushed by adumpster whilethedumpster is
being emptied into the back of arear-loading
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This Safety and Health Information Bulletin isnot
a standard or regulation, and it creates no new
legal obligations. TheBulletinisadvisory in
nature, informational in content, and isintended to
assist employersin providing asafe and healthful
workplace. The Occupational Safety and Health
Act requires employers to comply with hazard-
specific safety and health standards. In addition,
pursuant to Section 5(a)(1), the General Duty
Clause of the Act, employers must provide their
employees with a workplace free from recognized
hazards likely to cause death or serious physical
harm. Employers can be cited for violating the
General Duty Clause if there is arecognized
hazard and they do not take reasonable steps to
prevent or abate the hazard. However, failure to
implement any recommendationsin this Safety
and Headlth Information Bulletinisnot, initself, a
violation of the General Duty Clause. Citations
can only be based on standards, regulations, and
the General Duty Clause.

trashtruck. Thehazard can materializein severa
ways. Firgt, thedumpster can bedisodged during
theemptying cycleif thelocking barsarenot en-
gaged, dlowing the dumpster to swing around to the
sideof thetruck. Second, thedumpster canfall if
thewireropefailsor if the hook becomesdisodged
fromthedumpster’slifting eye.

OSHA'sinvestigation reved ed that an em-
ployee of awaste handling company wasfata ly
injured when operating arear-loading trash truck.
The employeewasemptying adumpster into the
back of arear-loading trashtruck (seeFigure 1).
The processinvolved backing up to thedumpster
suchthat thetrunnion bar of thedumpster contacted
therear of thetruck. A wirerope cablewasat-
tached to thelifting eye on thedumpster. Then, the
dumpster waswinched up to apoint wherethetrash



begantofall fromthedumpster into thetruck.
Whilethe dumpster wasin the elevated position,
the employee apparently operated the packer
dideand sweep of thetruck. Whenthiswas
done, theload apparently shifted, pushing the
bottom of the dumpster away fromthetruck.
When thisoccurred, the dumpster rotated toward
the passenger
sdeof the
vehicle, where
theemployee
wasstanding
and operating
thecontrols.
Theemployee
waskilledwhen
hewas caught
betweenthe
dumpster and the side of thetruck. Inthiscase,
thelocking bars (also called “latch-up mecha
nisms’) had not been utilized to securethe
dumpster’strunnion bar.

Figure 2 - Rotated Dumpster

Recommendations

Employersand employeesshould beaware
of the potential hazards posed by rear-loading
trash trucks, including thoserelated to the dump-
ing cycle. Recommended preventative measures
indude:

1. Inspectthat al devicesusedtotip up and
empty dumpstersinto rear-loading trucks,
including thetrunnion bar locking
mechanism, wireropeand hookswith
safety latches, to assurethat the devices
are present, appropriately connected, and
infull-working order.

2. Developatraining programand
proceduresregarding the use of securing
deviceswhen emptying dumpstersinto
rear-loading trashtrucks. Trainall
employeesto cyclethe compactor only
when thedumpster ison theground.

3. Review andfollow recommendationsfound
in“ANS| Standard Z245.1-1999
American Nationa Standard for Equipment
Technology and Operationsfor Wastesand
RecyclableMaterials-Mobile Wastesand
RecyclableMateridsCollection,
Trangportation, and Compaction Equipment
Safety Requirements.”

AmongthereevantANSI provisons.

+ Ensurethat no person removesor disables
any safety device

+  Monitor theemployee'sactivitiesand take

appropriate action to ensure adherenceto
safepractices.

+  Implement aprogram for the maintenance of
theequipment whichwill incorporatethe
followingdements.

a Requirementsfor trained, competent
mai ntenance employeesor contractorsto
performinspection and repair work.

b) Providingfor thecleaning,
Inspection, and repair of equipmentin
accordancewith the manufacturer’s
recommendationsandin compliancewith
thisANSI standard, including regular

periodicingpections.

C) Ensuringthat dl required safety
featuresare operationa and functioning and
repairing, prior to placing equipment into
service, any reported malfunction or defect
that affectsthe safe operation of the

equipment.
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Figure 3 - Latchup mechanism and trunnion bar.



