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Pur pose

The purpose of this Safety and Health
Information Bulletinis:

1. To aert employersand employeesof the
potential e ectrica hazardsof Georgia
Boot’smidabeled steel toelogger
boots;

2. To provide GeorgiaBoot customerswith
themanufacturer’ srecal ingtructionsfor
the subject boots; and

3. Toremind usersof OSHA's requirementsfor
electrical protective equipment ascovered by
29 CFR 1910.137.

Background

GeorgiaBoot, amanufacturer of stedl toe
safety boots, has discovered that threemodelsof its
logger bootsmay havebeen midabeled “EH,” thus
incorrectly indicating that they areres stant to el ectrical
current. Thismay resultinanincreased risk of electric
shock or electrocution to empl oyeeswho usethese
bootsfor supplementa protection against electrical
current, since these bootsare not designed to provide
insulation or protection againgt electrical current.

Other Information

GeorgiaBoot, of Franklin, Tennessee, in
cooperationwiththeU.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission (CPSC), hasvoluntarily recaled
approximately 10,000 pairsof steel toelogger boots.
See CPSC PressRelease#04-177, http://
WWW.cpsc.gov/cpscpubl/prerel/prhtml 04/04177.html
issued on July 14, 2004. Sincethesebootsare
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This Safety and Hedlth Information Bulletinisnot a
standard or regulation, and it createsno new legal
obligations. TheBulletinisadvisory innature,
informational in content, andisintendedto assst
employersin providing asafeand healthful work-
place. The Occupational Safety and HealthAct
requiresemployersto comply with hazard-specific
safety and health standards. Inaddition, pursuant to
Section 5(8)(1), the General Duty Clause of the
Act, employersmust providetheir employeeswith
aworkplacefreefrom recognized hazardslikely to
causedeath or seriousphysical harm. Employers
can becited for violating the General Duty Clauseif
thereisarecognized hazard and they do not take
reasonable stepsto prevent or abate the hazard.
However, failuretoimplement any recommenda:
tionsinthis Safety and Hedlth Information Bulletinis
not, initself, aviolation of the General Duty Clause.
Citationscan only be based on standards, regula-
tions, and the General Duty Clause.

industrial steel toe safety boots, it isimportant to make
employersand employeesaware of thispotentially
hazardous condition when these boots are used for
supplementa protection against eectrica hazards.

Therecalled steel toelogger bootsare brown and
black and havelacesthat tieup to thecalf. Thestock
numbersfor these bootsare G8320, G8322, and
G9360. The stock numberscan befound onalabel
under thetongue of the boot. The samelabel has
gtitching of the* GeorgiaBoot” name.

Thesebootswere soldinretail shoe storesand
independent retail storesfrom October 2002 through
April 2004.



GeorgiaBoot hasnot received any reports of
incidents. The CPSC/GeorgiaBoot recdl is
conducted to prevent the possibility of injuries.

Technical Information

Electrical hazard footwear isconstructed to
provideinsulation of thewearer’sfeet froma
grounded surface. Thiscan provideasmall degreeof
protection from el ectric shock for thewearer. This
protectionislimited to voltage of 600 voltsor less
under dry conditionsand isintended to be asecond-
ary formof eectrica insulation.* Using electrica
hazard footwear asaprimary form of eectrical
protection could expose employeesto el ectric shock
hazardsif they believethat the primary form of
electrical protection (for example, rubber insulating
glovesor blankets) isnolonger necessary. The
electrical hazard footwear only insulatesan

employee'sfeet from grounded surfaces. Theem-
ployee can still be grounded through other partsof his
or her body. Inaddition, theinsulation provided by
electrical hazard footwear isgood only under dry
conditions, providing little protectioninawet or damp
environment, and only for ratingsof 600 voltsor less.
Employeesexposed to el ectrical hazardsneed to use
suitableelectrical protective equipment ascovered by
OSHA standardsincluding 29 CFR 1910.137;29
CFR 1910.269(1); and 29 CFR 1926.950(c).

Conclusion

OSHA remindsemployersthat employees
exposed to el ectrical hazardsmust use suitable
electrical protective equipment asrequired by OSHA
standards and recommendsthat employersfollow the
recall ingtructionsfor thesemidabel ed stedl toelogger
bootslisted on the manufacturer’ swebsite.
http://www.georgiaboot.com/content/
index.cfm?method=productnotice050406.
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i mary insulation normally insulates an employee directly from
an energized part. Rubber insulating gloves and rubber insulation
blankets are examples of primary electrical protection. Secondary
insulation normally insulates an employee’s feet from a grounded
surface. Electrical hazard footwear and rubber insulating matting are
examples of secondary electrical protection.



