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UNI TED STATES OF AMERI CA
BEFORE FEDERAL TRADE COWM SSI ON

In the Matter of

AAF- McQUAY, | NC.
d/ b/ a AAF International
a corporation.

DOCKET N G 3703

N N N N N N N N

COVPLAI NT

The Federal Trade Comm ssion, having reason to believe that
AAF- Mt Quay, I nc., d/b/a AAF International, a corporation
("respondent") has violated the provisions of the Federal Trade
Comm ssion Act, and it appearing to the Conmssion that a
proceeding by it in respect thereof would be in the public
interest, alleges:

PARAGRAPH ONE: Respondent AAF-McQuay, Inc., d/b/a AAF
International, is a Delaware corporation with its principal office
or place of business at 215 Central Avenue, Louisville, Kentucky
40208.

PARAGRAPH TWOD Respondent has manufactured, |abeled
advertised, pronoted, offered for sale, sold, and distributed air
filters for use in residences under the brand nanmes El ectroKl ean
and Dirt Denon.

PARAGRAPH THREE: The acts and practices of respondent all eged
in this conplaint have been in or affecting conmerce as "comerce"
is defined in Section 4 of the Federal Trade Conmm ssion Act.

PARAGRAPH FOUR: Respondent has di ssem nated or has caused to
be dissem nated advertisenents and pronotional materials for the
ElectroKlean and Dirt Denon air filters, including but not
necessarily limted to the attached Exhibits A through E. These
advertisements contain the follow ng statenments and depi ctions:

A El ect r oKl ean
ELECTROSTATI C
Per manent Air Filter
El i m nates 95% of Househol d Dust, Lint and Pollen



Hel ps reduce sources of allergy problens by elimnating
m croscopi c airborne particles, including pet dander.
[ Depiction of cat and dog]



Stops pollen, nolds, dust and lint fromrecirculating
t hrough- out your hone. [Depiction of flowers releasing
pol | en] .

Special filter wmaterial 1is noticeably better than
ordinary air filters in purifying the air you breathe.
[ Depiction of cigarette rel easi ng snoke]

* * * *

Treated with EPA Registered Intersept Antimcrobia
Speci al additive nmakes El ectroKl ean superior to ordinary
filters, helps to significantly inprove indoor air
qual ity.

| nhi bits growth of odor-causing bacteria, nold, mldew
and other organisns that can quickly multiply in your
heati ng and cooling system

* * * %

Breathe cleaner air all the tine with El ect oKl ean
El i m nate 95% of househol d dust, |int and pollen.

* * * %

What is Intersept Antimcrobial?

The ElectroKlean Air Filter is treated with Intersept
Antimcrobial, a special additive that inhibits the
grow h and build up of bacteria, nold, ml|dew and ot her
organi sms in your heating and cooling system This means
you' re breathing cleaner and healthier air!

* * * %

| have allergies. WII this filter hel p?
It should. ElectroK ean renoves nost of the contam nants

t hat aggravate your condition. It elimnates 95% of
household dirt, lint, animl danders, pollen and other
irritants.

Is this filter considered an allergy relief aid?

It can be. Your doctor may actually prescribe a speci al
home air filter to help elimnate the sources (dust,
pollen, etc.) of your allergies. The purchase price of
this filter may be tax deductible. (Exhibit A)



DI RT DEMON

H gh Efficiency

Pleated Air Filter

6 TI MES BETTER THAN STANDARD Al R FI LTERS

REMOVES 95% OF HOUSEHOLD DI RT, DUST, POLLEN & LI NT
HELPS RELI EVE ALLERGY SYMPTOVS

* * * *

Stops pollen, nolds, dust and lint from recirculating
t hr oughout your honme. [Depiction of flowers releasing
pol | en]

* * * *

Special filter material and pl eated design are noticeably
better than ordinary air filters in purifying the air you
br eat he. [Depiction of cigarette releasing snoke]
(Exhi bit B)

El ectr oKl ean

ELECTROSTATI C

Permanent Air Filter

® Renoves 95% of household dust, dirt, lint and pollen
® Inhibits growh of bacteria, nolds and m | dews that
effect [sic] allergy sufferers (Exhibit O

DI RT DEMON

H GH EFFI Cl ENCY PLEATED Al R FI LTER

REMOVES 95% OF HOUSEHOLD DI RT, DUST, POLLEN & LI NT.
HELPS RELI EVE ALLERGY SYMPTOVS (Exhibit D)

DI RT DEMON

High Efficiency Pleat with Intersept

Extraordi nary pleated design renoves up to 95%of |int,
dust and pollen passing through the filter. Keeps air
t hr oughout the house cl eaner and easier to breathe in any
season.

* * * %

| ntersept Antimcrobia

Air filters can be a source of mcrobial contam nation.
AmericanAirFilter products treated with Intersept wll
keep the filter frombeing a potential incubator of nold,



m | dew, fungi and bacteria. Intersept inhibits the
growmh of these mcroorganisns in the filter nedia,
thereby renoving it as a potential source of
cont am nati on

* * * *

The filter effectively renoves airborne dust mnmte
all ergens [Depiction of dust mte (magnified)]

Reduces pollen, nolds, mldew, bacteria, fungi, dust and
[int [Depiction of pollen grain (nmagnified)]

Hel ps reduce aggravating particles such as pet dander
[ Depi ction of cat]

Special nedia is nore effective in reducing pollutants in
the air you breathe. [Depiction of cigarette snoker
exhal i ng snmoke] (Exhibit E)

PARAGRAPH FI VE: Through the use of the statenents and
depictions contained in the advertisenents and pronotional
materials referred to in PARAGRAPH FOUR, including but not
necessarily limted to the adverti senments and pronotional materials
attached as Exhibits A through E, respondent has represented,
directly or by inplication, that:

A Use of the ElectroKlean and Dirt Denon filters wll
substantially reduce the incidence of allergies
caused by indoor allergens under household |iving
condi ti ons.

B. The El ectroKlean and Dirt Denon air filters renove
95 percent of airborne contamnants from the air
t hat peopl e breathe under household [|iving

condi ti ons.

C. The Dirt Denon traps 95% of the lint, dust and pollen
fromthe household air passing through it.

D. The Dirt Denon filter is six times as efficient at
removi ng pollutants as a standard air filter.

E. The addition of Intersept antimcrobial to the
El ectroKl ean makes air cleaner and healthier than it
woul d ot herwi se be under household |iving conditions.

F. The addition of Intersept antimcrobial to the
El ectroKl ean inhibits the growh of mcrobes in househol d
heati ng and cooling systens.



G The addition of Intersept antimcrobial to the Dirt Denon
renoves the filter as a potential source of contam nation
of househol d air.



PARAGRAPH SI X: Through the use of the statenents and
depictions contained in the advertisenents and pronotional
materials referred to in PARAGRAPH FOUR, including but not
necessarily limted to the adverti senments and pronotional materials
attached as Exhibits A through E, respondent has represented,
directly or by inplication, that at the tinme it nmade the
representations set forth in PARAGRAPH FI VE, respondent possessed
and relied upon a reasonable basis that substantiated such
representations.

PARAGRAPH SEVEN. In truth and in fact, at the tine it made
the representations set forth i n PARAGRAPH FI VE, respondent did not
possess and rely upon a reasonable basis that substantiated such
representations. Therefore, the representation set forth in
PARACRAPH SI X was, and is, false and m sl eadi ng.

PARAGRAPH EI GHT: Through the use of the statenents and
depictions contained in the advertisenents and pronotional
materials referred to in PARAGRAPH FOUR, including but not
necessarily limted to the adverti senments and pronotional materials
attached as Exhibits B, D, and E, respondent has represented,
directly or by inplication, that the Dirt Denon is a HEPA (High
Efficiency Particulate Air) filter.

PARAGRAPH NINE:  In truth and in fact the Dirt Denon is not a
HEPA filter according to industry standards. Therefore, the
representation set forth in PARAGRAPH El GHT was, and is, false and
m sl eadi ng.

PARAGRAPH TEN: The acts and practices of respondent as
alleged in this conplaint constitute unfair or deceptive acts or
practices in or affecting commerce in violation of Section 5(a)of
t he Federal Trade Conmi ssion Act.

THEREFORE, the Federal Trade Commission this sixth day of
January, 1997, has issued this conplaint agai nst respondent.

By the Conmmi ssion.

Donald S. d ark
Secretary

[Exhibits A-G attached to paper copies of conplaint, but not
avai lable in electronic fornat]



