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CHAPTER L. CODE OF CONDUCT FOR UNITED STATES JUDGES'"

Introduction

This Code applies to United States Circuit Judges, District Judges, Court of
International Trade Judges, Court of Federal Claims Judges, Bankruptcy Judges,
and Magistrate Judges. Certain provisions of this Code apply to special masters
and commissioners as indicated in the "Compliance" section. In addition, the Tax
Court, Court of Appeals for Veterans Claims, and Court of Appeals for the Armed
Forces have adopted this Code. Persons to whom the Code applies must arrange
their affairs as soon as reasonably possible to comply with the Code and should
do so in any event within one year of appointment.
The Judicial Conference has authorized its Committee on Codes of Conduct to
render advisory opinions concerning the application and interpretation of this
Code only when requested by a judge to whom this Code applies. Requests for
opinions and other questions'! concerning this Code and its applicability should
be addressed to the Chairman of the Committee on Codes of Conduct as follows:

Chairman, Committee on Codes of Conduct

¢/o General Counsel

Administrative Office of the

United States Courts

One Columbus Circle, N.E,
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Washington, D.C. 20544
(202) 502-1100
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CANON3

A JUDGE SHOULD PERFORM THE DUTIES
OF THE OFFICE IMPARTIALLY AND DILIGENTLY

The judicial duties of a judge take precedence over all other activities. In
performing the duties prescribed by law, the judge should adhere to the following
standards:

A. Adjudicative Responsibilities.
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(6) A judge should avoid public comment on the merits of a pending or
impending action, requiring similar restraint by court personnel subject to the
judge’s direction and control. This proscription does not extend to public
statements made in the course of the judge's official duties, to the explanation of
court procedures, or to a scholarly presentation made for purposes of legal
education.
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COMMENTARY
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Canon 3A(6). The admonition against public comment about the merits of a
pending or impending action continues until completion of the appellate process.
If the public comment involves a case from the judge's own court, particular care
should be taken that the comment does not denigrate public confidence in the
integrity and impartiality of the judiciary in violation of Canon 2A. This provision
does not restrict comments about proceedings in which the judge is a litigant in a
personal capacity, but in mandamus proceedings when the judge is a litigant in an
official capacity, the judge should not comment beyond the record.

"Court personnel” does not include the lawyers in a proceeding before a judge.
The conduct of lawyers is governed by the rules of professional conduct
applicable in the various jurisdictions.
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1. The Code of Conduct for United States Judges was initially adopted by the Judicial Conference
on April 5, 1973, and was known as the "Code of Judicial Conduct for United States Judges." At
its March 1987 session, the Judicial Conference deleted the word “Judicial" from the name of the
Code. Substantial revisions to the Code were adopted by the Judicial Conference at its September
1992 session. Section C. of the Compliance section, following the code, was revised at the March
1996 Judicial Conference. Canons 3C(3)(a) and 5C(4) were revised at the September 1996 Judicial
Conference. Canon 3C(1)(c) was revised at the September 1999 Judicial Conference. The
Compliance Section was clarified at the September 2000 Judicial Conference.

2. Procedural questions may be addressed to: Office of the General Counsel, Administrative
Office of the United States Courts, Thurgood Marshall Federal Judiciary Building, Washington,
D.C., 20544, (202-502-1100).

3. This Code governs the conduct of United States Circuit Judges, District Judges, Court of
International Trade Judges, Court of Federal Claims Judges, Bankruptcy Judges, and Magistrate
Judges. In addition, certain provisions of this Code apply to special masters and commissioners as
indicated in the "Compliance” section.





