
2010 Census: On the Brink of the 
Count
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U.S. Population: 1790 to 2008 
(Population in millions)

Source: Data for 2008 from the U.S. Census Bureau’s Population 
Estimates Program; all other data from the Decennial Census.
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1790 Census Categories:

• Free White Males 
of 16 years old, 
and upwards

• Free White Males, 
under 16 years

• Free White 
Females

• All other free 
Persons

• Slaves
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1890 Census
Categories:
• White
• Black
• Mulatto
• Quadroon
• Octoroon
• Indian
• Chinese
• Japanese
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1980 Census
Categories:

• No (not Spanish/Hispanic)

• Yes, Mexican,            
Mexican-Amer., Chicano

• Yes, Puerto Rican

• Yes, Cuban

• Yes, other Spanish/Hispanic

* The 1980 Census was the first to include 
the Hispanic origin question as a 
100-percent item on the short form.
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2010 Census
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