
Estimated Percentage of New HIV Infections by Race/Ethnicity, 
Sex, and Transmission Category—United States, 2006 

N = 54,230
HIV Transmission Category Black/African 

American
Hispanic/ Latino White

Male No. % No. % No. %

Male-to-male sexual contact 10,130 63 5,360 72 13,230 81

Injection drug use 2,010 12 730 10 1,010 6
Male-to-male sexual contact and

injection drug use
690 4 360 5 1,050 6

Heterosexual contact* 3,290 20 970 13 990 6

Female
Injection drug use 1,470 17 400 17 990 30
Heterosexual contact* 7,340 83 1,910 83 2,310 70

*Heterosexual contact with a person known to have, or to be at risk for, HIV infection. Note: Data have been 
adjusted for reporting delay and cases without risk factor information were proportionately re-distributed. Data 
presented on blacks/African Americans, Hispanics/Latinos and whites only. The small number of new infections in 
Asians/Pacific Islanders and American Indians/Alaska Natives precludes further stratification.

Presentation Notes�
Based on a stratified extrapolation approach, using a biological marker of recent HIV infection,  CDC estimated the incidence of HIV infections in 2006 as 56,300 new infections, with a 95% confidence interval of 48,200 to 64,500. 

Among the estimated 54,230 new HIV infections in blacks/African Americans, Hispanics/Latinos and whites in the United States in 2006, men made up nearly three-fourths of new infections.

Although male-to-male sexual contact is the predominant transmission category in each of the three race/ethnicity categories shown, there were racial/ethnic differences in the distribution of cases among the transmission categories. Eighty-one percent of new infections in white men were in the male-to-male sexual contact transmission category, in contrast to 72% of new infections in Hispanic/Latino men and 63% of new infections in black/African American men.

Heterosexual contact with an person who is HIV positive or in a high-risk category (e.g., injection drug use) accounted for 20% of new HIV infections in black/African American men, 13% in Hispanic/Latino men, and 6% in white men.

Although heterosexual contact was the predominant mode of transmission among women accounting for 80% of the 14,410 new infections in women overall, there were racial/ethnic differences in the distribution of new infections by transmission category.

Eighty-three percent of new infections in black/African American women and in Hispanic/Latina women occurred through heterosexual contact, in contrast to 70% of new infections in white women.

Please note data are presented on this slide for blacks/African Americans, Hispanics/Latinos and whites only.  Asians/Pacific Islanders and American Indians/Alaska Natives made up a combined total of 2.6% of the national estimate of new infections, and as a result, additional stratification in those populations was not possible.  Data have been adjusted for reporting delay and cases without risk factor information were proportionately re-distributed. 
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