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Installation Excellence Awards
Remarks as written by the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics John Young to the Commander in Chief’s Installation Excellence Awards, The Pentagon, May 8, 2008.
Thank you Wayne for the kind introduction.  Good afternoon Secretary Wynne, Secretary Penn, Dr. College, General Morrill, distinguished visitors, award winners, and guests!  It is my great pleasure to join you in recognizing the Commander in Chief’s Installation Excellence award winners.  I want to be the first to say congratulations!  The installations we honor today have distinguished themselves as the premier leaders in stewardship of our installation assets.  

Our installations are the backbone of our Armed Forces.  They are the home to facilities where we train our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Marines.  They supply the platform from which we deploy our forces, and maintain our war-fighting equipment.   We re-supply our deployed troops from here.  Our installations play host to the research and development that will produce future military might.  Most importantly, they provide a safe place for our military members and their families to live and work.

Maintaining our installations is as top priority of the Department.  We have improved the Quality Ratings system to enhance our installations.    The winners we honor today embody our mission to provide world class installation assets that are cost effective, safe, sustainable, and environmentally sound to the members of our Armed Forces and their families.  

We are recognizing Fort A. P. Hill for their approach to managing and improving its organizational performance, sound values, principles, and processes.  The men and women of Fort A.P. Hill have set an example for all Army installations around the world.
The Marine Corps Base, Camp Pendleton, has executed sustainment, repair, and restoration training infrastructure across the complex.   Their work is saving the Department of Defense 12 million dollars.   Just last week, it was announced that Camp Pendleton’s Southwest Region Fleet Transportation Team won the 2008 White House Closing the Circle Awards for Alternative Fuel and Fuel Conservation in Transportation. 
Naval Base Coronado has provided superior support to the Fleet, Fighter and Family in support of their U.S. Pacific Fleet.  The base supports twenty-four aviation squadrons, two homeported aircraft carriers, and 140 tenant commands that employ over 34,000 military and civilian personnel.  The base also received Ashore Galley Five-Star Accreditation and several energy and water management awards. 
Dover Air Force Base is being recognized for reducing the inspection timeline for the C-5 Isochronal (i so chro nal) Inspection capability and increasing cargo-handling efficiencies by 30 percent.  Dover Air Force Base also established Department of Defense remedy-in-place goals years ahead of schedule.  
The Defense Supply Center Richmond is responsible for engine components, airframes and flight safety equipment and aviation parts for the military services.  In collaboration with the Army Air Force Exchange Service, Defense Supply Center Richmond installed Richmond’s first, and the state’s second, publicly available E-85 ethanol fueling station.  

Today’s honorees have demonstrated their commitment to a strong America by using their unique talents to improve installation management, combat readiness, safety initiatives, and energy management programs.  It is a huge, complex business – and our installations must be highly responsive to contingencies that are difficult to predict.  In short, our installations must always be ready and these men and women are ensuring we are ready.  

I am proud of each and every one of you for your efforts.    Thank you for your service to our great country, and congratulations on your achievements!
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