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3t ' 's. Kennedy:

ulated to iotion by your provocative brc bt on The v  Huse,
t° Le Hoy Hiastori( il Society has lnstructed me to offer for ..a. t:
to The White Hous 1lection, an oll painting orf  ry Clay address:
the Senate.

8 18 a canves of heroic size ~ 1t 7 x 11 feet together wi_.
original handsome deep cove walnut £~ 3 appro: ely a foot wide.

.t was painted In 1866 by Col. Phineas Staunton, Vi. - 1cellor
Ingham Universit, Tor women ir this village. '1e was also rector (- _
Art llege 2t this institution. He was bo- [ifteen es dies - ¢t ’r-
here _d died in Quite, Ecuador while serving as artist for t
Will 8 College-Smithsonlan scientific expedition to Sou. | .

Of Phinees Staunton, this was written . - iscences . 11
and character: MPersonally attached to . he has, {r _ -
mey » of Mr, Cley's own sons, preserved { »r posuer the trues wel

18 best ideal representation of that great ot

This »rein* 'y was entered ina ). ~ competition ort..
fo. 3tate House in Fx ort, -~mtucky. Altho )
tedly the best one submitted, + vas evertheless rejec i€ . o

aeep seated antl Northern feeling and to the prominence of eminent
Northerners in the background.

" e palnter dled the next year. ! = widow erected at Ingha Jniver-
sl - nemorial to ] * Stauntor ngervatory and here f_ 35 years
the ting oceupied a cu mspicuous 1° ‘:e as shown in the photo : “.osed,

This onee flourishing unlversity, due to the lack of erstwhile
vigor inr  -sment, closed its doors under foreclosure o: tor’ » and
wed soon t reafter bequeathed to Yale University.

The ar ' llection was 30ld at ¢ "ion at the be _ n 1 _ )
century. Iu luentlial citizena of Le - induced the ara sation
to purchase this work for hanging in t. . ocel - ichool. ere it
remained for 50 years until centralizati g .. 1 distric. necesei-

remodeling and new construetion., This t |, the irech of progress provided



-2 -

no place for its exhibition. What is even worse, new oconcepts in
education ensouraged no appreciation of thies highly valuable local
cultural heritags.

At this point, custody and ownership of the painting were acesepted
by the Le Roy Historiocal Socliety for its safe keeping and exhibition,
Howsver, we, too, have found that our own ambitious dreams have not
materielized and that our present fine old historic Le Roy House does
not provide sufficlent height for dlspleying this painting.

Your timely presentation of the concept of the unique place
The White House should oscupy in the esteem of the American peopls,
offers the Le Roy Historical Sogiety an assurance of the fulfiliment
of its desire to have this outstanding example of our culturel heritage
preserved.

It ie our deep conviction that this painting should f£ind an honored
niche at the national lavel,

The Le Roy Historioal Soclety 1s therefore delighted to submit for
your consideration, without reservation, this splendid example of
historie Americana.

Sincerely yours,

Albert F. MeVean,

Late Curator of Le Roy Historiecal Soeclety,
Presently, Member of its Governing Board,

Historlian of the Town of Le Roy, New York



