
TRADEMARK MANUAL OF EXAMINING PROCEDURE 

APPENDIX D 

FOREIGN ENTITIES  
 

This table lists common terms and abbreviations used by various foreign 
countries to identify legal commercial entities.  If a designation or its 
abbreviation appears in the table below, the examining attorney may accept 
the entity designation without further inquiry.  See TMEP §803.03(i) for further 
information. 

 

Abbr. Country Description 

M As
ve

S Ak any, 
eq

A.C. Mexico Asociación  Civil Association 
of .  

ACE Portugal Ag ntar de 
Em
bu

AD Bulgaria Aktzionero Druzhestvo.
Liability Comp .  

An
Comp
co

AG Austria Aktiengesellschaf
Comp
co

AG Germany Ak int Stock 
Comp
co

AG Switzerland Ak int Stock 
Comp
co

AL Norway An  

A. en P. exico ociación en Participación. Joint 
nture. 

AB weden tiebolag. Joint Stock Comp
uivalent to a corporation. 

 Civil.
 a non-commercial nature

rupamento Compleme
presas. Association of 

sinesses. 

 Limited 
any

AE Greece onymos Etairia. Joint Stock 
any, equivalent to a 

rporation. 

t. Joint Stock 
any, equivalent to a 

rporation. 

tiengesellschaft. Jo
any, equivalent to a 

rporation. 

tiengesellschaft. Jo
any, equivalent to a 

rporation. 

delslag. Cooperative society.
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Abbr. Country Description 

A D An lity 
Cooperative. 

N An
pa

S Pu
C

D An d 
C

 Co. 
K/S 

D Si ip, 
bu ited liability 
is a company (ApS) instead of an 
in

AS Norway Ak
eq

A/S Denmark Aktieselska tock Company, 
equivalent to a corporation. 

A.S. Czech Republic Ak
Comp
co

A.S. Estonia Akt , 
eq

A.S. Slovakia Ak
Comp
co

A.S. Turkey An
Comp
co

ASA Norway Al
corporation. 

n/ 
Associazion
e 

Switzerland/France/Italy As

AVV France/Switzerland Ar ootschap. 
Aruba Exe y. 

Israel Be'eravon Mugbal.  Limited 
Company. 

Amb enmark delsselskab. Limited Liabi

ANS orway svarlig selskap. Trading 
rtnership. 

Apb weden blikt Aktiebolag. Public Stock 
orporation. 

ApS enmark partsselskab.  Private Limite
ompany. 

ApS & enmark milar to a general partnersh
t the entity with unlim

dividual. 

sjeselskap. Stock Company, 
uivalent to a corporation. 

p. S

ciova Spolecnost. Joint Stock 
any, equivalent to a 

rporation. 

siaselts. Joint Stock Company
uivalent to a corporation. 

ciova Spolecnost. Joint Stock 
any, equivalent to a 

rporation. 

onim Sirketi. Joint Stock 
any, equivalent to a 

rporation. 

lmennaksjeselskap. Public stock 
 

Associatio sociation.   

uba Vrijgestelde Venn
mpt Compan

BM or B.M. 
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Abbr. Country Description 

 CC S Be se 
C

Bt Hungary Betiti társaság. Limited Liability 
Pa

B.V. Belgium Besloten V schap. Limited 
Li

B.V. Netherlands Besloten V schap. Limited 
Li

B.V. Netherlands Antilles Besloten V
Li

BVBA Belgium Besloten V
Be
Fl he 
SPRL -- means that the company 
is

Co
C

c.c.c. Wales C
Pu
la

C.V. Netherlands Co ennootschap. 
Li

CVA Belgium Co schap op 
Aa ership, 
w
equivalent to the French language 
SC

 N C nootschap op 
An , with 
sh

W C
C  
eq

DA Norway Se
Partnership.

D
co

BK or outh Africa slote Korporasie.  Clo
orporation. 

rtnership.  

ennoot
ability Company. 

ennoot
ability Company.  

ennootschap. Limited 
ability Company.  

ennootschap met 
perkte Aansprakelijkheid.  

emish language equivalent of t

 a private limited company.  

CA Ecuador mpania Anonima. Public Limited 
ompany. 

wmni Cyfyngedig Cyhoeddus. 
blic Limited Company, Welsh 

nguage equivalent to PLC. 

mmanditaire V
mited Partnership.  

mmanditaire Vennoot
ndelen. Limited partn

ith shares. Flemish language 

A. 

CVoA etherlands ommanditaire Ven
delen. Limited Partnership
ares. 

Cyf. ales yfyngedig.  Private Limited 
ompany, Welsh language
uivalent to Ltd. 

lskap med delt ansar. Limited 
 

d.d. Croatia ionicko Drustvo. Joint stock 
mpany. 
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Abbr. Country Description 

S  D  

DI Italy/Switzerland D
Proprietorship.

D
odgovornost
pa

d.o.o. Croatia Drustvo s Ogranicenom 
O lity 
C

o. S D nostjo. 
Limited Liability Company.  

G Et
pa

EEG Austria Eingetragene Erwerbsgesellschaft. 
Professional Partnership. 

EIRL Peru Em
R
Personal bu limited 
lia

EG Switzerland Ei
Partnership.

Ex ip. 
Has one or more limited partners, 
an artner, which 
m ahamas 
or e 
Bahamas. 

EOOD Bulgaria Ed
O imited 
lia

 G Et . 
Li   

 F Enterprise Unipersonnelle à 
R
In ip 
w

e.V. Germany Ei
so

d.d. lovenia elniska Druzba. Stock company 

itta individuale.  Sole 
 

d.n.o. Slovenia ruzba z neomejeno 
jo. Partnership, all 

rtners have unlimited liability.  

dgovornoscu. Limited Liabi
ompany. 

d.o. lovenia ruzba z Omejeno Odgovor

EE reece errorrythmos. Limited liability 
rtnership.  

presa Individual de 
esponsabilidad Limitada. 

siness with 
bility.  

nfache Gesellschaft.  Simple 
 

ELP Bahamas empted Limited Partnersh

d one general p
ust be a resident of the B
 a company incorporated in th

 

nolichno Druzhestvo s 
granichena Otgovornost. L
bility company.  

EPE reece airia periorismenis efthinis
mited liability company.

EURL rance 
esponsabilité Limitée. 
corporated sole proprietorsh
ith limited liability.  

ngetragener Verein. Non-profit 
ciety/association.  
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Abbr. Country Description 

ma G wiss Ei ip. 

Fondation/ 
Fondazione 

Switzerland/France/Italy Fo  
some attributes of a corp  

G
Partnership  

G
Ve
Pa
equivalent to the French language 
SCS. 

G
variant of the 
lia

Gen Switzerland Genossenschaf
So

GesmbH Austria Li ompany. This 
abbreviation is only used in Austria 
(n

GIE France G téret économique. 
Economic Grouping of Interest. 
Tw es 
fo l of 
fa onomic 
ac

GmbH & Co. Germany Like 
un
in G 
en

 Austria G
H ited Liability 
Company. 

GmbH Germany G
H
C

H Switzerland G ter 
H
C

Gomei 
Kaisha 

Japan G
Am

Einzelfir ermany/S nzelfirma.  Sole Proprietorsh

undation.  Foundation having
oration.

GbR Germany esellschaft burgerlichen Rechts. 
without a legal name. 

GCV Belgium ewone Commanditaire 
nnootschap. Limited 
rtnership.  Flemish language 

 

G.K. Japan odo kaisha or Godokaisha.  A 
American limited 

bility company. 

t.  Cooperative 
ciety. 

mited Liability C

ot Germany or Switzerland). 

roupement d'in

o or more persons or entiti
rm an alliance with the goa
cilitating or developing ec
tivity of the members.  

a KG, but the entity with 
KG limited liability is a GmbH 

stead of a person. (See the K
try for more information).  

GmbH esellschaft mit beschränkter 
aftung.  Lim

esellschaft mit beschränkter 
aftung. Limited Liability 
ompany. 

Gmb esellschaft mit beschränk
aftung. Limited Liability 
ompany. 

omei Kaisha.  Similar to an 
erican general partnership. 
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Abbr. Country Description 

Goshi 
Kaisha 

Japan G .  
Si merican limited 
partnership. 

Sweden H
Pa

hf Iceland H ility 
com

In
pa

C Ja
U

KA/S Denmark Ko ieselskab. Limited 
pa

KAG Switzerland Ko
Li rship with shares. 

S Ko
pa

B Ko
Pa

C Ko d 
Pa

 S Ko
Pa

 B Ko ii. 
Pa

S Ko
Li

H Ko g. 
Li

KG Austria Ko chaft. A limited 
pa r a legal name 
whose entity survives even though 
th

G Ko d 
pa  
whose entity survives even though 

oshi Kaisha or Goshikaisha
milar to an A

HB andelsbolag. Trading 
rtnership. 

lutafelag. Limited liab
pany. 

I/S Denmark teressentskab. General 
rtnership. 

j.t.d. roatia vno Trgovacko Drustvo. 
nlimited liability company. 

mmanditakt
rtnership with share capital. 

mmandit-Aktiengesellschaft.  
mited partne

Kb weden mmanditbolag. Limited 
rtnership. 

KD ulgaria manditno Drushestwo. 
rtnership. 

k.d. roatia manditno Drustvo. Limite
rtnership. 

k.d. lovenia manditna Druzba. Limited 
rtnership 

KDA ulgaria manditno drushestwo s akz
rtnership with shares.  

k.d.d. lovenia manditna delniska druzba. 
mited Partnership with shares. 

Kft ungary rlátolt Felelösségû Társasá
mited liability company.  

mmanditgesells
rtnership unde

e partners might change. 

KG ermany mmanditgesellschaft. A limite
rtnership under a legal name
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Abbr. Country Description 

th

KG Switzerland Ko t. A limited 
pa
whose entity survives even though 
the partners might change. 

KGaA Germany Ko llschaft auf Aktien. 
A limited p  

K.K. Japan Ka
Company.  

Kkt Hungary Kö l 
Partnership.  

 S  Ko eral 
Pa

Kol. SrK Turkey Kollektiv Sir . Unlimited liability 
pa

Kom. SrK Turkey Ko ity 
pa

k.s. Czech Republic Ko ted 
pa

K/S Denmark Ko
pa

KS Norway Ko  
pa

Kv Hungary Kö

Ky Finland Ko
Pa

P So
Si
Li y. 

B s Li
co  has a life of 30 
years or less. 

Ltd. Commonwealth 
countries; C

Li es that a 
comp
the owners have limited liability 

e partners might change. 

mmanditgesellschaf
rtnership under a legal name 

mmanditgese
artnership with shares.

bushiki Kaishi. Joint Stock 

zkereseti Társaság, Genera

KolG witzerland llektivgesellschaft.  Gen
rtnership. 

ket
rtnership.  

mandit Sirket. Limited liabil
rtnership.  

manditni Spolecnost. Limi
rtnership.  

mmanditselskab. Limited 
rtnership. 

mmandittselskap. Limited
rtnership. 

zös vállalat. Joint Venture. 

mmandiittiyhtiö. Limited 
rtnership. 

Lda ortugal ciedade por Quotas Limitada. 
milar to an American Limited 
ability Compan

LDC ahama mited Duration Company. A 
mpany, but it

 

mited Company.  Indicat
hina any is incorporated and that 
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Abbr. Country Description 

B So
R . 
Similar to a limited liability 
co

NV Netherlands Naamloze Vennootschap. Public 
lim
equivalent to a corporation. 

B N
limited liability company, 
eq

NV Netherlands Antilles N otschap. Public 
lim
eq

S N  
limited liability company, 
eq  

OE Greece O

OHG Austria Of lsgesellschaft.  
Partnership.

OHG Germany Of
Pa

 B D
O iability 
C

OAO Russian Federation Otkrytoe Aktsionernoe 
O
C

OOO Russian Federation Obschestvo s ogranichennoy 
otveststvennostyu.  Limited 
Li

OÜ Estonia O ity 
co

F O

OYJ Finland Ju ited 
co

r Pty. A Pr

Ltda razil ciedade por Quotas de 
esponsabiliadade Limitada

mpany. 

ited liability company, 

NV elgium aamloze Vennootschap. Public 

uivalent to a corporation. 

aamloze Venno
ited liability company, 
uivalent to a corporation. 

NV uriname aamloze Vennootschap. Public

uivalent to a corporation.

morrythmos. Partnership.  

fene Hande
 

fene Handelsgesellschaft.  
rtnership. 

OOD ulgaria ruzhestvo s Ogranichena 
tgovornost. Limited L
ompany. 

bshchestvo.  Joint Stock 
ompany. 

ability Company. 

saühing. Private limited liabil
mpany.  

Oy inland sakeyhtiö. Corporation. 

lkinen Osakeyhtiö. Public lim
mpany. 

P/L o
Ltd. 

ustralia oprietary Limited Company. 
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Abbr. Country Description 

PC Ltd Australia Pu  Limited by 
Shares. 

PLC UK & Ireland Pu

PMA Indonesia Pe
joint venture company.  

Penana . 
D
co

I Pr
sh

d. B Pr es. 

PT Indonesia Pe
company. 

Indonesia Pe
St

A Pr

RI Switzerland R
Pr

 E R d) 
Jo

H R
C

S. de R.L. Mexico So abilidad 
Li
Comp

Colombia & Peru So
Partnership.

. M So . 
General Partnership.

So tock 
co
corporation. 

SA Argentina So  
co
corporation. 

blic Company

blic Limited Company. 

nenaman Modal Asing. Foreign 

PMDN Indonesia man Modal Dalam Negeri
omestic Capital investment 
mpany. 

PrC reland ivate Company limited by 
ares.  

Prp. Lt otswana ivate company limited by shar

rseroan Terbuka. Limited 

PT Tbk rseroan Terbatas, Terbuka.  
ock corporation. 

Pty. ustralia oprietary Company.  

aison individuelle.  Sole 
oprietorship. 

RAS stonia iiklik Aktsiaselts. State (owne
int Stock company. 

Rt ungary észvénytársaság. Stock 
ompany. 

ciedad de Respons
mitada. Limited Liability 

any. 

S. en C. ciedad en Comandita. Limited 
 

S.N.C exico ciedad en Nombre Colectivo
 

S/A Brazil ciedades Anônimas. Joint s
mpany, equivalent to a 

 

ciedad Anonima. Joint stock
mpany, equivalent to a 
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Abbr. Country Description 

B So
co uivalent to a 
corporation.  

SA France/Switzerland Société Anonyme. Joint stock 
company, equivalent to a 
co

Société Anonym
co
co

L  So ck 
co
co

M So ck 
co
co

M So
co ivalent to a 
co

SA Poland Sp
co ivalent to a 
co

SA Portugal So stock 
co
co

SA Romania So uni. Joint stock 
co
co

SA Spain So Joint stock 
co
co

S.A. Brazil So s. Privately-
he

SA de CV Mexico So  
co riable capital 

I U So
In

 S So
Li

SA elgium ciété Anonyme. Joint stock 
mpany, eq

rporation.  

SA Ivory Coast e. Joint stock 
mpany, equivalent to a 
rporation.  

SA uxembourg ciété Anonyme. Joint sto
mpany, equivalent to a 
rporation.  

SA exico ciedad Anónima.  Joint sto
mpany, equivalent to a 
rporation.  

SA orocco ciété Anonyme.  Joint stock 
mpany, equ
rporation.  

olka Akcyjna. Joint stock 
mpany, equ
rporation.  

ciedad Anónima. Joint 
mpany, equivalent to a 
rporation.  

cietate pe acti
mpany, equivalent to a 
rporation.  

ciedad Anonima. 
mpany, equivalent to a 
rporation.  

ciedade por Açõe
ld company. 

ciedad Anonima, Joint stock
mpany, with va

SAF ruguay ciedad Anonima Financiera de 
version. Offshore company. 

Sagl witzerland cietà a garanzia limitata.  
mited Liability Company. 
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Abbr. Country Description 

S.A.I.C.A. Venezuela So a Inscrita de 
Capital Abierto. Open Capital 
C

SApA Italy/Switzerland So andita per Azioni.  
Limited partnership with shares. 

Sarl France & Other So
Limited Liability Company. Used in 
France and other French speaking 
co

Sarl Luxembourg Société à Responsabilité Limitée. 
Limited Liability Company. 

SAS France So   
Si orporation which 
has the legal status of a 
co at 
"s
an ntity 
de

SAS Italy So
Limited Partnership. 

F witzerland So
Pa
ge

F So ith full 
lia

P Sp
Pa
having unlimited liability.  

I rland So
so ay be 
in ith either limited or 
un

SCOP France/Switzerland So ve 
so
in
un

S So
G

SCA France/Belgium/  So andite par 

ciedad Anónim

ompany . 

cieta in Accom

ciété à responsabilité limitée.  

untries.  

ciété par Actions Simplifiée.
mplified Stock C

rporation.  Note, however, th
ociete par action" by itself is not 
 official French e
signation. 

cietá in Accomandita Semplice. 

SC rance/S ciété en commandite.  
rtnership with limited and 
neral partners. 

SC rance ciété civile. Partnership w
bility. 

SC oland ólka prawa cywilnego. 
rtnership with all partners 

SC taly/Switze cieta cooperativa. Cooperative 
ciety. This type of entity m
corporated w
limited liability. 

ciété Coopérative.  Cooperati
ciety. This type of entity may be 
corporated with either limited or 
limited liability. 

S.C.  pain ciedad en Commandita.  
eneral Partnership. 

ciété en comm
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Abbr. Country Description 

S ac ith 
sh ition 
be
a 

SCA Romania Societ andita pe actiuni. 
Li h 
sh

SCP Brazil Sociedade e  Conta de 
Pa  where 
th
re
bu

SCS Belgium & France So
sp
an  

. B So
Si . 

SCS Mexico So andita Simple.  
Li

SCS Romania So
Li rship. 

Bhd M Se lity 
C

E  Union So
C
C
co

SENC Luxembourg So
Pa

SGPS Portugal So
pa ing 
En

SK Poland Sp
lia

S Sociedad de
Li y, 
m t stock 
co

witzerland tions. Limited partnership w
are capital,  occupies a pos
tween a limited partnership and 
corporation. 

ate in còm
mited liability partnership wit
ares.  

m
rticipacão. Partnership

ere is one partner assumed 
sponsible for running the 
siness. 

ciété en Commandite Simple. A 
ecial partnership very similar to 
 American limited partnership

S.C.S razil ciedade em Comandita 
mples. Limited Partnership

ciedad en Com
mited Partnership. 

cietate in comandita simpla. 
mited liability partne

Sdn alaysia ndirian Berhad. Limited Liabi
ompany. 

SE uropean cietas Europae.  European 
ompany. A Public Limited 
ompany, equivalent to a 
rporation. 

ciété en Nom Collectif. General 
rtnership. 

ciedade gestora de 
rticipações socialis. Hold
terprise.  

ólka komandytowa. Limited 
bility partnership. 

SL pain  Responsabilidad 
mitada. Limited liability compan
ay be identified as a join
mpany with limited liability. 
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Abbr. Country Description 

SLNE S So
Em
Bu
Liability Company. 

SNC France/Switzerland So eral 
Pa

I tzerland So
G

SNC Romania So
G

S So o. 
G

SOPARFI Luxembourg So
Fi pany. 

F So
U

I So
co
co

spol s.r.o. Czech Republic Sp
O ited Liability 
C

SPRL Belgium Société Privée à Responsabilité 
Li
eq
lia

SRC Spain Sociedad Regular Colectiva. A 
re ilar 
to

o. P Sp
od d 
lia eld. 

C So
lim

I So
Li
co

pain ciedad Limitada Nueva 
presa. Limited Liability New 
siness, a modified Limited 

ciété en nom collectif. Gen
rtnership. 

SNC taly/Swi cietà in Nome Collettivo. 
eneral Partnership. 

cietate in Nume Colectiv. 
eneral Partnership. 

SNC pain ciedad en Nombre Colectiv
eneral Partnership.   

ciété de Participation 
nanciére. Holding com

SP rance ciété en participation.  
ndisclosed partnership. 

SpA taly cietà per Azioni. Limited share 
mpany, equivalent to a 
rporation. 

olecnost S Rucenim 
mezenym. Lim
ompany. 

mitée. French language 
uivalent to a private limited 
bility company. 

gular collective company, sim
 a partnership. 

Sp. z.o. oland ólka z ograniczona 
powiedzialnoscia.  Limite
bility company, privately-h

Srl hile ciedad de responsabilidad 
itada. Limited Liability company. 

Srl taly cietà a Responsabilità Limitata.  
mited liability (joint stock) 
mpany. 
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Abbr. Country Description 

Srl Romania So ndere Limitata. 
Limited-liability company, privately-
he

SS Italy/Switzerland So
Pa

S So
Pa

g G St e 
at . 

S Ti  

TLS Turkey Türk Lim
Li

Verein Switzerland Ve n. 

N Ve
G

. C p Ve
G

J Yu , 
si
co
and replace Godo 
Ka

 

cietate cu Raspo

ld.  

cietà Semplice.  Simple 
rtnership. 

SS witzerland ciété Simple.  Simple 
rtnership 

Stiftun ermany/Swiss iftung.  Foundation having som
tributes of a corporation

td lovenia ha druzba. Sole proprietorship. 

ited Sirket. Private Limited 
ability Company. 

rein.  Associatio

VOF etherlands nnootschap onder firma. 
eneral partnership. 

v.o.s zech Re rejna Obchodni Spolecnost. 
eneral partnership. 

YK apan gen Kaisha.  Limited company
milar to an American closely held 
rporation.  Abolished in 2006 

d with the 
isha. 
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