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NOAA Grants Endangered Species Status to Black Abalone
Agency also Seeks Public Input Relevant in Designating Critical Habitat

NOAA's Fisheries Service today determined black abalone, an edible marine mollusk,
should be listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act. The ruling takes effect on
Feb. 13, and comes one year after the fisheries service proposed to list the species.

Once harvested for food, black abalone were plentiful in intertidal waters along the
Pacific coast. The species was harvested early in California’s history by native Americans and
peaked as a commercial fishery in the state in the 1970’s. The state of California closed
commercial and recreational harvesting of black abalone in 1993.

Since the 1980s, black abalone abundance has plummeted primarily from a bacterial
disease known as withering syndrome. The spread of the disease may have been exacerbated
by warmer coastal waters caused by factors such as long- and short-term changes in climate or
from the warm water effluent of power plants. Other factors that may have led to the rapid
population decline are historical overfishing, and poaching.

Coupled with the listing decision, NOAA's Fisheries Service is also soliciting comments and
information relevant to the designation of critical habitat for black abalone.

Public comments on black abalone critical habitat may be submitted by:

o Webform at the Federal Rulemaking Portal: http://www.regulations.gov
o Fax: 562-980-4027, Attn: Melissa Neuman
e Mail: Chief

Protected Resources Division,

NOAA's Fisheries Service Southwest Region,

501 West Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200

Long Beach CA 90802-4213

NOAA understands and predicts changes in the Earth's environment, from the depths of
the ocean to the surface of the sun, and conserves and manages our coastal and marine
resources. Visit http://www.noaa.gov.

On the Web:

NOAA's Fisheries Service: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov

To view the final rule: http://swr.nmfs.noaa.gov/bfrp/Black Abalone Final Rule.pdf
Reference materials regarding this determination: http://www.swr.nmfs.noaa.gov
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