Acquiring Technology: Integrating Section 508 into the
Procurement Lifecycle


Appendix E: Exceptions


Exceptions to the Requirement to Buy Accessible EIT

	Common Title
	Citation
	Comments

	National Security
	39 CFR 1194.3(a) and 48 CFR 39.204 (b)
	EIT used by agencies involved in intelligence activities, cryptology equipment supporting national defense, EIT used for command and control of military forces, mission critical military or intelligence systems and equipment that is an integral part of a weapon or weapon system is exempt.  [Note, this does not apply to law enforcement in most circumstances.]

	Contractor Acquired EIT
	39 CFR 1194.3(b) and 48 CFR 39.204(c)
	EIT acquired by a contractor to perform a government contract is exempt.

	Fundamental Alteration
	39 CFR 1194.3(e) 
	Section 508 does not require fundamentally changing a product so that it would no longer meet the requirements of the intended user. 

	Back Office
	39 CFR 1194.3(f) 48 CFR 39.204(d)
	EIT used in spaces frequented by service personnel for occasional monitoring, maintenance or repair is exempt.

	Micro Purchase
	48 CFR 39.204(a)
	EIT purchased using micro-purchase methods under part 13.2 of the FAR is exempt.

	Undue Burden
	48 CFR 39.204(e)
	When purchase of accessible EIT would entail significant difficulty or expense, the undue burden exception applies.  [Note: agency is still required to provide alternative access, and document the undue burden in the contracting file.]


