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ACIALLY segregated public 

schools were the norm 

throughout most of 

United States history. Not until the 

early 1950s were they challenged 

successfully in court. 

During the early 1950s, African 

Americans in many communities, 

with the support of civil rights 

organizations, filed suits in local 

courts demanding the end to separate 

“white” and “colored” schools. Notable 

among these cases was Brown v. Board 
of Education of Topeka. In 1951, the 

Kansas court found against Brown 

and the 12 other families who were 

the plaintiffs in the class action 

against the Board of Education 

of Topeka, Kansas. 

The Brown case and three other 

cases, from Delaware, South Carolina, 

and Virginia, were combined and 

heard on appeal by the Supreme Court 

of the United States. In 1954, the 

Supreme Court ruled that “separate 

educational facilities are inherently 

unequal” and that segregated schools 

violated the Fourteenth Amendment of 

the Constitution. The Court’s ruling 

was a milestone in a movement for civil 

rights that continues to this day. 

“It is so ordered.” 

Findings of Fact, Oliver Brown v. Board of Education 
of Topeka, Civil Action No. T-316, U.S. District Court 
for the District of Kansas, 1951. 
Records of District Courts of the United States, 

NARA-Central Plains Region (Kansas City) 

National Archives and 
Records Administration 

Office of Regional Records Services 
Regional Archives Facilities 

Anchorage 

Atlanta 

Boston 

Chicago 

Denver 

Fort Worth 

Kansas City 

Laguna Niguel, CA 

New York City 

Philadelphia 

Pittsfield, MA 

San Francisco 

Seattle 

Supreme Court Decision, Brown v. Board of Education, 
347 U.S. 483 (1954) page 1 of 12. 
Records of the Supreme Court of the United States, National Archives 

1954 

Topeka State Journal, May 17, 1954. 
Courtesy Topeka State Journal 
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“Separate educational facilities
are inherently unequal.” 

“Separate educational facilities
are inherently unequal.”


