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War Protest Through Song

Prior to the attack on Pearl Harbor, many Americans held a strict iso-

lationist view and did not want America to enter into a second world

war. Found in the records of the Rosebud Indian Agency is a colorful

piece of sheet music composed in 1938 by Irwin H. Palmer, a farmer

from Aberdeen, South Dakota, that expresses this isolationist view. Ac-

companying the sheet music is a letter dated July 26, 1940, from Mr.

Palmer to the Chairman of the Program Committee of the Rosebud Fair.

He writes, “Having two sons, war age, and thinking I might help to save

them and thousands of other sons from foreign graves | wrote this song

‘Just Stay This Side of the
Pond’” and wherever
sung, it meets with ap-
proval and many promi-
nent people thinks [sic] it
is going to do much to
stop ‘war fever and hys-
teria” which is prevalent
in these trying times.”
The lyrics of the song
are:

If war is across the
pond,

And submarines are lurking
in the ocean.

Let them be, don't try to
cross the sea

They will surely get you,

Take this message from

me.

The Eagle screams, there’s danger drawing nigh.

War clouds are in the sky

Now there is room in the good old U.S.A.

A grand old place for you and me.

If war should come within our border lines,
We'll give our lives to save our flag from harm

We pray for hands, not arms across the sea

Just stay this side of the pond.
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And if our boys go over again,

Just let them take our war promoters with them.

They will see what war can really be

They will praise their freedom this side of the sea.

Irwin’s daughter Ruth traveled throughout South Dakota and the upper

Midwest performing the song, including at the International Kiwanis Conven-

tion in Minneapolis, the State Legion Convention at Rapid City, and the “state-

hood” program at Ft. Pierre, where she performed in front of 14,000 people
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and “was received with
great applause.” In addi-
tional promotional materi-
als found with the sheet
music, both the song'’s
message and Ruth’s per-
formance of it were
heartily endorsed by many
prominent politicians. Gov-
ernor Richard C. McMullen
of Delaware wrote, “I cer-
tainly appreciate the
words. . . . It seems espe-
cially appropriate during
these troubled times.” Gov-
ernor John Moses of North
Dakota said, “Certainly you
can be proud of the part
you and your daughter are
playing in the efforts to

keep America out of foreign wars.” Representative Frank Carlson of Kansas

said, “As a World War veteran myself and one who is much interested in the

future of America, | am confident we must keep out of foreign wars.” Such

public expressions against entering the war quickly faded after December 7,

1941.
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Survivors Ron Fory and Tom Wilkerson
Sunshine Mine Fire Records, 1977-1983

RG 433, Records of the Mine Safety and
Health Administration, 1911-2001

Courtesy of The National Archives at Seattle
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