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A MONTHLY CALENDAR OF EVENTS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Document of the Month
McLaurin v. Board of Regents of University of Oklahoma

n 1950 the United States reserved library materials and sitat ~ Vaught of the Western District of
lSupreme Court issued two a desk on another floor. Isolation Oklahoma; and Bower Broaddus, a

significant opinions relating to from all other students made senior judge who served as a visit-
segregated college facilities. The first  graduate study difficult, according to  ing judge in the three federal judi-
case (Sweatt v. Painter) over the the plaintiff's memorandum brief. cial districts of Oklahoma. The
hasty creation of a law school for judges denied relief to the plaintiff
African-American students began in  In August 1948, G.W. McLaurin filed by citing that the “odious condi-
the Texas state court system. The a complaint against the University tions” of segregation within the

second case (McLaurin v. Board of of Oklahoma over segregation with-  university did not violate the
Regents of University of Oklahoma) in the university. (Civil Action 4039,  Fourteenth Amendment’s provision
was heard before a three- on equal protection of

judge panel in the United S - the laws.
States District Court for - _ e | N

the Western District of McLaurin and his
attorneys appealed

Oklahoma.

the lower court’s
judgment to the US.
Supreme Court. On June
5, 1950, the Supreme
Court reversed the lower
court’s decision in case

G.W. Mclaurin, hoping to
earn a doctorate in educa-
tion, applied for entrance
into the University of
Oklahoma graduate

school in 1948. Langston
University, the only state-
supported institution of
higher education for black
students, did not offer a
postgraduate degree in
education. The University

[l

:l" .

34. (70 S.Ct. 851, 339
US. 637, 94, LEd. 1149)
Chief Justice Vinson
delivered the majority
opinion in which he
referred to the Court’s
decision in Sweatt v.

of Oklahoma finally Painter. The humiliating

"Plaintiff's Exhibit 4, Civil Action 4039, U.S. District Court for the Western District of

admitted him to graduate Oklahoma, RG 21, NARA's Southwest Region (Fort Worth). incidents of isolation
school, but segregated him that G.W. McLaurin experi-
from other students. Mr. McLaurin U.S. District Court for the Western enced were violations of the

could not sit in the classroom with District of Oklahoma) On October Fourteenth Amendment. The two
the other students - the university 25, 1948, Thurgood Marshall, one cases, McLaurin v. the Board of
constructed an anteroom so that he of the attorneys for GW. McLaurin,  Regents and Sweatt v. Painter, mark
could attend class. He could not eat  questioned the plaintiff before the the beginning of the end for

lunch with the rest of the students.  three-judge panel in Oklahoma City. segregated college facilities and are

In the library, McLaurin was The judges in the case included cited in Brown v. the Board of
separated from other graduate Alfred P. Murrah from the US. Court  Education of Topeka, Kansas, et.dl.
students. He had to take the of Appeals, Tenth Circuit; Edgar S. on segregated secondary schools.
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George Washington Carver

A Black American’s life journey from
| slavery to respected scientist.

NARA'’s Great Lakes Region
Chicago 773-948-9001
chicago.archives@nara.gov

NARA'’s

Central Plains Region
Kansas City 816-268-8000
kansascity.archives@nara.gov

‘y

NARA’s Southwest Region
Fort Worth 817-831-5620
ftworth.archives@nara.gov
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Photographs from
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“first responders.”

2/10-2/15 San Bruno Archives
2/15-3/15 The Rotunda of
the Oakland Federal Building

“Looking north towards City Hall,” from RG 181
Records of Naval Districts and Shore Establishments
(Mare Island).
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Marlene Dietrich’s Declaration
of Intention to become a
United States citizen

Citation: Petition Number 63,218; Petitions for
Naturalization; US District Court for the Southern
District of California, Central Division

(Los Angeles); Records of District Courts of the US,
RG 21; NARA- Pacific Region (Laguna Niguel, CA).
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NARA'’s Pacific Laguna Niguel 949
Region

laguna.archives@nara.gov

San Bruno 650-238-3501
sanbruno.archives@nara.gov

-360-2641

NARA’s Rocky
Mountain Region
Denver 303-407-5740
denver.archives@nara.gov

NARA'’s Pacific
Alaska Region

Seattle 206-336-5115
seattle.archives@nara.gov

Anchorage 907-261-7800
alaska.archives@nara.gov



