
The National Archives at 
Kansas City 

400 West Pershing Road, Kansas City, MO 64108 



What is the National Archives? 

 The Archives preserves the permanent records of the 
Federal Government for the people of the United States 

 The National Archives at Kansas City is one of 13 regional 
branches of the National Archives 



The Archives at KC 
 We hold records created 

by field offices of 
agencies in our region 



Records are 
created 

Stored and 
used 

Old permanent records are 
sent to the National ArchivesThe Life Cycle of Federal Records 

Old temporary 
records are destroyed 



In the Stacks 

 Iowa 
 Kansas 
 Minnesota 
 Missouri 
 Nebraska 
 North Dakota 
 South Dakota 

Over 50,000 cubic feet of original recordsOver 50,000 cubic feet of original records 
from over 90 Federal agenciesfrom over 90 Federal agencies 



What can I do at the Archives? 
 Explore our exhibit galleries 

 It’s Big (ongoing through January 23, 2010) 
 The Kansas-Nebraska Act (through January 23, 2010) 

 Watch Democracy Starts Here (11 min film) 
 Make rubbings of famous signatures 
 Research your family history 
 Shop at The Kansas City Store at the Archives 





A highlights
exhibit 
celebrating the
75th anniversary
of the National 
Archives 



What’s Next? 
Upcoming Exhibits 

 Mapping Missouri (February, 2010) 
 Deadly Medicine (March, 2010) 
 Documented Rights (July, 2010) 
 Abraham Lincoln: Self-Made in America (Sept, 

2010) 



Events 
 Contact us to set up a 

tour or arrange to hold a 
meeting at our facility 



Children’s 
Programs 

 Tours and activities 
available on request 



Our Research Rooms 
 Genealogists 
 Teachers 
 Students 
 Authors 
 Historians 
 Attorneys 
 Film Makers 



Public Access Computers
& Microfilm Reader-Printers 

 Ancestry 
 Heritage Quest 
 Footnote 
 ProQuest 
 Microfilm must be 

requested in advance! 
(stored offsite) 



Before coming to do
research, we suggest you . . . 

 Contact us to confirm that we have the records 
you need 

 Bring your information—but not your originals! 
 Come early—research takes time 



A Few of Our Treasures . . . 
 Leavenworth 

Penitentiary inmate
files and mugshots 

 Naturalization records 
 Federal land records 
 Bureau of Indian 

Affairs records 
 WWII “old men’s” draft 

cards 



Leavenworth 
Penitentiary 

• About 70,000 prisoners 
from all over the United 
States arrived at 
Leavenworth Penitentiary 
between 1895 and 1952 

• Name index, 1895-1931, 
on our website 

• Most files contain 
mugshot, information on 
sentence, background of 
prisoner, medical records, 
record of letters sent and 
received, work record, etc. 

One of four men 
sentenced to life for 
robbing a mail train 
in Richardson 
County, Nebraska in 
1909, Frank 
Grigware escaped 
and fled to Canada. 
Identified 24 years 
later, he was never 
extradited. 



Naturalization 
Records 

 No central index exists 
 Records of naturalizations 

in Federal Courts are at the 
National Archives 

 Many indexes are posted
on our website 



Federal Court Cases 
 Over 25,000 cubic feet of 

federal court records 
 These records involve 

many individuals and
they can be useful for
family or community
history 

 Civil cases are often filed 
in federal court because 
the parties live in
different states. 



WWII 4th “Old Men’s” Draft 

Wilbur “Bullet” Rogan, Kansas City Monarchs 
player, filled out this card in 1942 

•Men born between 1877 and 
1897 registered for the draft in 
1942 

•This was known as the “Old 
Men’s” draft 

•We have cards for Iowa, Kansas, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Dakota, and South Dakota 



Federal Land Records 

 Cancelled land entry 
files for some KS and 
NE land offices (early 
1900s) 

 Kansas and Missouri 
land tract books 

 Some Kansas land 
office records 



Bureau of 
Indian Affairs 
 Records vary widely in 

date range and content 
 Name indexes do not 

exist for most series 
 Extensive finding aids 

have been created by 
staff to assist 
researchers 

Letter from James McLaughlin 
directing the arrest of Sitting Bull. 



 

National 
Recovery
Administration 
 New Deal agency

established in 1933 to 
rehabilitate industry
and trade, expand
employment, and
improve labor
conditions 

 Our records include 
files on various 
companies subject to
investigations 



Farm Ownership Case Files 

 The Farm Security Administration’s 
functions provided low-interest 
loans to farmers 

 Case files from KS, NE, ND, and 
SD dating from 1937-47 

 Name index is available online 





A Final Note on Research--What You 
Won’t Find at the National Archives 
 Birth, marriage, and death records 
 Wills & probate records 
 Newspapers 
 Family histories 
 Land ownership records (with a few exceptions) 
 County court records 
 Church records 



Where Is the Archives? 



Questions? 
 Main telephone: 816-268-8000 
 Research Rooms: 8am – 4pm, Tuesday 

thru Saturday 
 Exhibits: 9am – 5pm, Tuesday thru 

Saturday 
 Online: www.archives.gov/central-plains 


