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Info for 
Proposers 



Benefit 

•  Archiving with PDS ensures long-term usability and 
preservation of data, as PDS rigorously defines 
standards for data and metadata as well as tools, 
documents, procedures, and contacts to promote 
compliance.  

•  Compliance with PDS standards allows data to be 
searchable in PDS’s online catalog, as thousands of 
data sets from different missions already are.  
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Recommendation 

•  At the earliest stage of proposal formulation: 
•  Have good understanding of archiving process 
•  Understand PDS organization structure 
•  Get help from PDS (online, PDS staff) 

•  Include in the proposal: 
•  Discussion of data delivery to the PDS 
•  Integration of archiving and data production pipeline 
•  Adequate budget allocated to support archival activities 
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Proposers’ Help 

•  Help can be found at: 
http://pds.nasa.gov/tools/proposing-missions.shtml  

•  Proposer’s Archiving Guide  
http://pds.nasa.gov/documents/pag/pag_jan_03_07.pdf 

•  Archiving Cost Analysis Tool 
http://pds.nasa.gov/tools/cost-analysis-tool.shtml 

•  Archive Preparation Guide 
http://pds.nasa.gov/tools/archiving.shtml 

•  PDS Organization 
http://pds.jpl.nasa.gov/about/organization.shtml 

•  PDS Staff Contact 
http://pds.jpl.nasa.gov/contact/contact.shtml    
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Archival Life Cycle 
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PDS Support 
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