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Importance of Pollinators
Most pollinators (up to 200,000 species200,000 species) are beneficial insects such as flies, 
beetles, wasps, ants, butterflies, moths, and bees. 

• Worldwide, of the estimated 1,3301,330
crop plants grown for food, 
beverages, fibers, condiments, 
spices, and medicines, approximately 
1,000 (75%)1,000 (75%) are pollinated by 
animals. 

• An estimated oneone--eighth to oneeighth to one--
thirdthird of all foodsall foods and beveragesbeverages is 
delivered by pollinators. 

• More than half the world’s diet of 
fats and oils comes from oilseed 
crops, of which cotton, oil palm, 
canola and sunflowers are pollinated 
by animals. 

• In the U.S., pollination by insects 
produces nearly $40 billion worth$40 billion worth of 
products annually 



“Insect and other animal pollinators that help 
American agriculture produce much of the food we 
eat are at risk due to habitat losses………..”

Laurie Adams, Executive Director 
CoEvolution Institute



Pollinator Habitat Loss/Decline
• Urban Sprawl 
• Invasive species
• Urban Sprawl
• Fragmented landscape
• Residential/commercial 

construction
• Pesticides/herbicides
• Agricultural practices
• Disease
• Others

Kudzu

Dalmatian toadflax



Pollinator Habitat Information

Native plants are key to pollinator habitat 
development and enhancement



Why Native Plants?
• Involved in evolution 

of pollinators
• Food
• Shelter
• Reproduction
• Better adapted to 

growing conditions
• Less maintenance and 

care



Native Plant Resource
USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service, Plant Materials Program

Select plants and develops plant 
science technology for use in 
resource conservation and 
environmental programs

> 70 years experience in collecting, 
evaluating, selecting, producing and 
releasing native plants for 
conservation

Emphasis is on selecting and 
promoting native plants as an 
environmentally safe, friendly, and 
healthy way to address resource 
conservation problems 27 Plant Materials Centers serving all 27 Plant Materials Centers serving all 

50 states and territories.50 states and territories.



Plant Technology 
• > 600 plant releases 
• Plant guides
• “How to Guides” and 

technical references
• Technical specialists

117,000 document downloads per month



Plant Information
http://plant-materials.nrcs.usda.gov/

• About the   About the   
CenterCenter

•• ResearchResearch

•• StaffStaff

•• Plant ReleasesPlant Releases

•• PublicationsPublications

•• Photo GalleryPhoto Gallery



Plants Database Center
http://plants.usda.gov/

• Profiles for 43,000 plants
• Images/Photos
• Distribution & Attributes
• Legal status-Noxious/T&E
• Conservation traits
• Plant guides & fact sheets
• Wetland indicator status

18,000,000+ hits per month
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