Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20610

\

Mareh 20, 2002

The Honorable George W. Bush

Pregident of the United States

The White House ‘
Washington, DXC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing about the recent nteragency agreement on the pefivation of almost 1700 members of the

. Nationel Guard to serve on the nation’s horder, which bars these highly-trained men and women from
carrying fivgarms for protection. We think this decision places them in grave danger unnecessarily, It
als0 adds an undue bunden on federal agents 10 provide fores profection when they should be mghtly
focused o preventing suspicious materials and people from entering the counfry.

We support the idea of temporarily calling members of the National Guard to active duly o serve on aur
porous bordeys. - Members of tha National Guard are needed to support overworked INS agents and
Customs Inspectors. They are needed to assist these agents who will actually arrest possible tetronist
suypeels. They are needed 1o prevent bombs and other dangerous contrgband from entering the country.
Though they should not delay the permanent placement of more [uderal agents on border crassmg, the
National Guard can contribuie significantly in the short term.

However, Guard forces need the flexibility to carry out the mission, including the ability to protect
thenselves in the event of danger. Many Adjutant Generals of the United, States arc gensibly concerned
fliat the Guard forces on the horder will be defenseless in the event of an attack, ' These fortes will be in
battle dess uniforms, which will make them mare of a targer for an attncleer or flesing suspect, Many
TS apents and Custoras [tlspucLurH beligve the Guard deployment will be counterproductive if border
agenis have to spend thne worrying about protecting Guard forces, mstaad of focusing on the people and
miaterial actually crossing the border, :

Previous callaups of the National Guard to carry out border duties have permitted troops to corry firearms
for protection. Thege activations mclude the extensive National Guard Counterdiug program.
Additionally, Guard forces called up to increase security at the airports, the Capitol and the Olympics have
also been permitied to carry weapons for protection. We do not see the extraordivary difference in the
gircnmstances of this most recent border miszion to warrant such a drastic change in policy.

We understand that under long-standing posse comitatus restrictions the Mational Guard may not
puctisipate in federal Taw ebforcement activities when activated by the President under Titla 10, We
simply want Guard forces who might be in harm’s way 1o have the ability to proteot themselves. We
hape that you will look into this situation quickly and respond 1o owr concerns as soon as possible.

Sincyrely,



President of the United States
Naticnal Guard Boxder Mission
March-204 2002 !
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Pamick Leahy (D-VT)
Co-Chair, 11,8, Senate National Guard Cancus

it Bond (R-MO)
Co-Chair, 11.5. Sensalc National Guard Clauens

Gearge Allen (R-VA)
Max Baucns (D-MT)
Fvan Bayh (D-TN)
Joseph Biden (D-DR)
Jefl Bingaman (D-NM)
Barbara Boxer (D-CA)
Joln Breaux (D-LA)
Jun Bumming (D-1KY)
Conrad Bums (R-MT)
Maria Cantwell (D-WA)
Jean Camnahan (D-MQ)
Thomas Carper (D-DE)
Max Cleland (D-GA)
Hillary Clinton (ID-NY)
Thad Cochiran (R-MS3)
Susan Collins (R-ME)
Kent Conrad (D-ND)
Latry Craig (R-TD)
Mike Crapo (R-[I3)
Thomag Daschle (D-8D)
Marle Dayton (D-MIN)
Mike Dewine (R-OH)
Chris Dodd (D-CT)

Pete Dominici (R-INM)
Byron Dorgan (D-ND)
Richard Durbin (D-IL)
Tohn Edwards (D-NC)
Dianne Feinstein (D-CA}

Bob Graham (D-FL)
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Jesse Helms (R-NC)
Emest Hollings (D-SC)
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Tim Johnson (D-SD)
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Patty Murray (D-WA)
Ben Nelson (D-NE)

Bill Nelson (D-I'L)

Harry Reid {D-NV}

Joahn D, Rockefeller IV (D-WV)
Charles Schymer (D-NY)
Bob Smith (R-NH)
Gordon Smith (R-OR)
Olympia Snowe (R-ME)
Ted Stevens (R-AK)
Craig Thomas (R-WY)
Strom Thurmond (12-8C)
Robert Tormeelli (D-NT)
Grorge Yoinovich (R-OH)
Paul Wellstone (D-MIN)
Ron Wyden (D-OR)



