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The Inaugiral Luncheon tadition dstes hack 1o Willism MeKinley's first innugurmtion in
1R97 Today we continue this rradinen and commemorate several histeric mileszones: the firsi
presidential mauguration of the 21° century and the new millennium, the 200° anniversary ol
the first presidentinl madguration in Washingten, D.C and the | 00* snniveraary of the Joint
Congressional Committee on Insiguri] Ceremonies.

Prior Lo the 20* centiary, Lhe inaygurml ceremonies were handled exclusively by the Senate.
Tn 19401, the Joint Congresstonal Commiltiee on Inaugural Ceremonies JCCICY was fopmed 1o
plan and conduct the inamigural events Semitor Mitch MeConnell of Eentucky srves as
Chairman of the JCCIC Tor the 54* Presidential Inauguration,

in recognition of the 200 anniversary of the first presidential insugurstion in Washington,
D.C., the portrait West Front, Steps of the Capitol by Améerican artist Colin Campbell Cooper is
displaved abave ihe head table. The portrait depicts the West Front Terrace, designed in 1574
by Fredenck Law Olmsied, and the site of todays presidential inauguration. The portrait is on
loan from MBNA America

oAational C%&ﬁmry cHall

Statuary Hall, which has been the setting lor the Inaugural Luncheon since 1981, was
tecently renovated with special attertion given o restoring the cefling 1o s orlginal 1902 pant
schemne. Statuary Hall, formerly used as the Chamber for (he House of Representatives from
1807 to 1857, now houses a unigue collection of bronze and marble statues commemorating
distinpuished citizens of 38 states.

DPorcsantations

O behall of the Congress and the American peopls, the Jolon Conglesstond] Comiitiee
on Imsugumal Coromonies & presenting the President and Vice President of the United States
with & custom-crafted crystal bowl created by Lenox Chion, Cormmemeating the inasesral,
each bowl and solid crystal base weighs forty pounds, When viewed from the front, the crys-
@l bowl] depicts an image of the U S, Capiol in the distince, Bankesd by chemry trees on sither
sade. Tor the left of the Capitol there is a depaction of the White House. Rotating the Eowl 360
degrees provides panoisnic views of both American landmarks foom different angles thiough
the tees. The bowd was designed by Timothy Carder, Vice President of Design for Lenox China,
and hand-cut by master glass cutter Petey O'Boutke, Brotwn Forman, which s based in
Cheimmun Mitch MeConnells hometown of Lowisville, Kentucky, is the parent company of
Lenox Ching

Each luncheon guest will ieceive a polished pewter box with an image of the U5, Capitol
as the bullding appesred on March 4, 1801, the date of the inaugurtion of Thomas kflerson,
the first presbdenti) inaugueal eld in te new Capitel. The gift s mude possilile by e Made
tn Comnecticut Guild, Lid., Woodbury, Pewter of Woodbury, Connecticut snd Monheast Laser
Engraving, Inc. of Monroe, Connecticut. The gift is hand crafied by Woodbury Pewter and
engraved by Northeast Laser Engraving with “The Imaugen] Luncheon—|anuary 20, 20007




