MARINE MAMMAL COMMISSION
4340 EAST-WEST HIGHWAY, RooM 905
BETHESDA, MD 20814

23 March 2007

Ms. Susan Pultz

National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Ms. Pultz:

The Marine Mammal Commission has reviewed the 22 January 2007 Federal Register
notice announcing that the National Marine Fisheries Service has initiated a 5-year review of
the status of the Hawaiian monk seal under provisions of the Endangered Species Act. The
purpose of the review is to determine whether the current listing of the species as
endangered remains appropriate. Given that the number of Hawaiian monk seals has
declined steadily and significantly since they were was listed in 1976, the Marine Mammal
Commission believes that the species should continue to be classified as endangered.

The notice requests any information developed since 1976 (i.e., the year in which the
Hawaiian monk seal was first listed as endangered) on the species’ biology, habitat,
conservation measures, status and trends of threats, and any other relevant topics. In
response to that request, I attach a list of relevant documents prepared by or for the Marine
Mammal Commission. All of these documents have been provided to the Service in the past;
however, if additional copies of any of them are needed, we would be pleased to provide
such copies.

I hope this information is helpful. If there is anything further we can do to assist in
this review, please let us know.

Sincerely,

Timothy J. Ragen
Executive Director
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