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strued as potentially influencing their contributions. This policy stems from our obligation to serve our readers
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necessarily imply that an article’s information is questionable or its conclusions biased; rather, disclosure lets readers
judge for themselves how much weight to give a contributor’s financial relationships when evaluating his or her contri-
bution. Contributors should err on the side of caution when making disclosures; if there are any doubts, contributors
should make a disclosure and allow the editorial board and staff to determine its relevance. Omission of a pertinent
financial interest could, if later revealed, deal a severe blow to the credibility of the contributor’s work.
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can also expect scrutiny of their statements by readers.
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and, as appropriate, either check the box certifying no such conflict of interest or, in the space below the item, specify
your conflict(s) of interest. Please explain, if appropriate, any measures you have taken to limit the conflicts. This
checklist is not intended to be all-encompassing; please use the additional space on page 2 to disclose any conflict not
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� Do you or any of your co-authors stand to gain financially from sales or licensing of any manual, book, or
other publication mentioned or promoted in your article? For example, please disclose if you receive royalties
(over $2,500 per year) from any published work cited in this paper. 

� Do you or any of your co-authors stand to gain financially (over $10,000 per year) from the promotion or
mention of treatment methods or treatment programs in your paper? For example, please disclose if you own,
have stock in, or otherwise share in the profits of a treatment program that provides services mentioned in
this paper. In addition, please disclose if you receive payment for providing training services for any treatment
methods mentioned in this paper. 
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� Do you or any of your co-authors receive payment or other financial consideration (over $5,000 per year)
from any corporation, or organizational affiliate of any corporation, that holds a patent or other financial
interest in any pharmaceuticals mentioned or promoted in this article? If so, please disclose the name of
the organization and the nature of your financial relationship.

� Have you or any of your co-authors received private or corporate funding for any clinical or research studies
cited in this paper? If so, please disclose the source of the funding and certify that this sponsor did not in any
way constrain your freedom to report and interpret the study impartially.                   

� Are any of the data cited in your article based on unpublished administrative data from your clinic or treat-
ment or prevention program? Possible examples of this type of data are: patient success and failure rates,
patient and staff population figures, clinical impressions formed over time, and informal study results. Please
note that all non-peer-reviewed data should be clearly cited as such within the article.
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