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Slide 3: *The Republic of Palau is at the edge of the world’s “bulls-eye” for marine biodiversity and has the most biologically and ecologically diverse marine systems in Micronesia–with coral reefs, lagoons, mangroves and sea grass beds and more.  There are 385 identified species of stony corals, 200 species of soft corals, up to 500 species of sponges, more than 1,350 species of fish, the nesting hawksbill and green turtles, saltwater crocodiles, dugong, and marine lakes filled with non-stinging jelly fish.
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Marine Resource Use and Stewardship in Micronesia
— Cultural Connections, Traditional Knowledge and
Approach
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Recognmon byPaIauans Thaf somethmg mor'e was needed 1'o
address global threats at the local level= resilient PAN




Challenges
from climate
Impacts, local
stressors, and
the nationwide
response




erikiil Bay, Degraded Reef Ecosystem







Ngermeduu Bay — A Case History




Community Meetings — Ngermeduu Bay
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Scenario 2

« Community engagement and
partnerships developed from
stakeholders to the Elected and
Traditional Leadership

* Protected Areas Network (PAN) :

 PAN funding mechanisms is
pending in Congress

e Dedicated Ministry for Environment
nending

e Re-classification law




Partnerships among stakeholders, researchers and leaders
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Local and Regional Capacity Development

Research, education,
experience

Palau International Coral Reef
Center and Palau Community
College

Funded by NOAA, DOI and NSF



Partnerships, Trust and Common Goals
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