|

Sidney Blumenthal, 2/26/98
Grand Jury

Page 1 to Page 62

PREPARED BY:

OFFICE OF THE INDEPENDENT COUNSEL

AAAAA

Suite 490-North
Washington, DC 20004
Phone: 202-514-8688

FAY: 202_.514_-880°D
P \/\. LN I

[ 2an IR L0 AW J 4

I




1R0
10V

BSA Sidney Biumenthal, 2/26/98 XMAX,©

Page 1

1 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
“OR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

ryyinre
(5. GRANC CURY PROCEEDiNGS
(5
(Fjm s X
(3] Grand Jury Room No. 4
(9] United States District Court
[101] for the District of Columbia
(113 3rd & Constitution, NW.
[12) Washington, D.C. 20001
{133 Thursday, February 26, 1
(14}] The testlmony of SlD EY BLUMENTHAL was taken in the
iisipresence of a full quorum of orand vy ¢y 57-2, impaneled on
(16} Septemper 19, 1937 commencing at 9 26 am., gefore
{17} SOLOMON WISENBERG
(18] ROBERT J. BITTMAN
{19} JACKIE M. BENNETT, JR.
{20) DAVID BARGER
{21} Associate Independent ¢ Counsel
[22) umce of independent Counsei
(231 1801 Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest

(24 Suite 490 North
(2 ‘Washington, D.C. 20004

o
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(1] PROCEEDINGS

{2)Whereupon,

3] SIDNEY BLUMENTHAL

(a}was cailed as a witness and, after having been duly sworn by
(s1the Deputy Foreperson of the Grand Jury, was examined and
1s1testified as follows:

T ARAIMEA TIAAL
{71 CAAIVHINA LIURY

(8) BY MR. BITTMAN:

191 Q Good morning.
[10) A Good morning. How are you?
11} Q I'mfine. How are you this morning?
(12} A Very well.
{13] Q  Would you please state your full name?
(14} A Sidney Biumenthai.
[15] Q How do you spell your last name, Mr. Blumenthal?
{16} é B-l-u-m-e-n-t-h-a-l.

(17} Let me advise you, Mr. Rlumpnfhnl you are a
(18]witness appearing before this grand jury this mommg and you
(r191have certain rights and you also have certain obligations as
[20}1a witness appearing before the grand jury.

{21] One of your rights is that you have the right to
[22)have an attornez' present outside the courtroom and you may
(23jconsult with that attorney at any reasonable time. You may

{z4jask io take a break at any time you want and consult with

[2s)your attomey.
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(1] Do you u'w éact have an attormey with you today?
{2}
31 9 Who is that person?
141 A ihave Biii McDaniei, Wiiliam A. McDaniei, Jr., and
151Jo Marsh, his associate. | have two attorneys.
6] Q AndJoisafemales Belled J-0?
(71 A Correct. And White Housge counsel is also
{8)co-counsel.
9] Q Is that Cheryl Milis?
{10} A Thatis correct.
[11} Q You also have the Fifth Amendment nght That is,

t123if a question | ask you may incriminate you in any way, th
{13janswer may incriminate e you in any way, you may refuse to

PR Friiaotiom arabrnnd

[14 1Eubwcr iital \.(iJCSlIUll UU ’UU UnNGerswiandg tlldt

{15} A Yes, ldo.

[16] Q You have an obligation to tell the truth and if
1171you lie or intentionally mislead this grand jury, you may be
{181prosecuted by this grand jury or subsequent grand juries.
119)Do you understand that?

(201 A Yes, | do.

(2 Q Okay. Let me first go through and taik with you
[zzla little bit about the jurisdiction of this investigation

[231and thls rand jury. | have provided your counsel with a

251000y of the Snecial Division's ordar granting the Office of
{24;CC { ecia: bivision's orger

[zsllncfependem Counsel, Kenneth W. Starr, 1ur:1’sd|ct|on over

OIC-Starr
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i certam matters dated January 16, 1998.
Paragraph 2 of tha )unsdlcttonal rant provides
1 The Independent Counsel shall have jurisdiction and
i ;wauthonty to investigate to the maximum extent authorized b
{s)the Indefendent Counsel Reauthorization Act of 1994 whetg’er
0]Momca ewinsky or others suborned perjury, obstructed
{71 usfice, intimidated witnesses or omerW|se vioiated federal
18)law other than a Class B or C misdemeanor or infraction in
ra1dealing with witnesses, potential witnesses, attorneys or
mgyntham concerning the mml case Jonesg v, (‘hnfnn "
{111 Paragraph "4 provides “The Inde endent Counsel shall
{121have jurisdiction and authority to investigate any
i1310bstruction of the due administration of justice or other
[14 1matena| false testimony or statement in violation of federal
(1sicriminal law arising out of his investigation of the matter
161descr|bed above.”

aca ars tha mata h‘lg [YY) ' PP

Th re #l nn ~F
HICOT AdIT LiIT nmuv < e U"T! U
{18 today Mr. Blumenthal. TR
{19} Can you tell us, sir, where you are currently
wo»emoloved'?
| work in the Executive Office of the President in
27 the White House.

[

{23) Q  What is your title there?

(24} - A My titie is Assistant to the President.

(251 Q Are you the Assistant to the P resident for any
Page §

11)specific thmg"

(21 No, { am not.

r3] Q What are your duties at the White House?

They are such duties as the President and the Ct«*

[510f Staff shall decide.

16) Q Howlong haveyou been so employed?

L/J ~ Since August 11, 1997.

8 Q Can you lell us how you were hired? How you ca—=

91to be employed by the White House?
rlo} The President asked me to assume this position.

Q And when was that relative to August 7th,

121approxumately7

(1

[

[13) .. A " He asked me if | would be interested in joining the
(14)administration in January 1597.

{15) Q | have a directory from the White House of the

(16)various offices within the White House, the Executive Office
117;0f the President, and vou are identified as being in the
(18)Office of Commumcatxons Is that correct or did they want
(19]to just fit you in somewhere?

[20) A Lthink it's an effort to fit me in somewhere
(21)within that directory, but | have nothing after my titie.

(2211 have taken my rank as my title and it is not for
{231communications, nor am | a deputy for communications in any

roaway, Itis part of myvich Yo deal with the meadia
{241way. 2R OF MY j00 10 €3 wilnt (e media.

125) I'm asking this only because | identified you as

Page 6

(1)being an Assistant to the President for Communications to the
{21grand j tJurors and if you could just explain that is how you're

{311dentified in this directory.

(4] A Rig m

(5] Q ThlS is stt some plaoe to fit you in.

mm A Right. Although that's a misstatement of my formz
711l P

(e Q Okay. And let me make clear at thrs oint, all the

[9jquestions that I'm gom to inquire of gou toda{ and this
{101grand jury will inquire ot you is related strictly to your
(113employment at the White House, that is, from Auqust 7th last
{12}year and your duties while employed at the White House.

{13} A  Excuse me. August 11th.

{14] Q Oh, did you say — I'm sofry. August 11, 1997.
{15} A Yes.

[16] Q What is your avera?e day, if there is sort of an
(171average day? Who do you consult with and what type of work
(187do you do at the White House?

119} A I'men a?ed in a broad range of issues.

(20} Q  And what is your role?

(21} A My roie is to assist on these various issues.

[22} Q Do you advise the President as to a specific area?

233 That is, communications forel npohty domestic policy,
1

{2“Iem=lnhnn drugs or anvf ling fike that? Can you narrow it

[251down at all? Or do you everythlng that the President

Page 11to Page 6
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- handles? 1) THE DEPUTY FOREPERSON:  Mr. B! hat, yo o'
N A 1 deal with foreign policy, with domestic policy. (2ystill under catn. umenthal, ;< Jre
s - Q On Tuesday when we were in the judge’s courtroom 131 THE WITNESS:  Thank you.
< :downstairs, and the grand jurors know that, your attorney [4) 8Y MR. BITTMAN:

-z:described to theg;udge that your job is to talk to the media.
i That's part of my job.
That's part of your job.

Yes.

: Is that the biggest bulk of your job?

Lo On some days.

il ) Some days? And when your grimary job is not
-:z;talking to the media, what is your primary job?

113 X A Well, t have made a concerted effort notto be a
:4)public spokesman. | give very few, if any, on-the-record
czslinterviews. | have never z-ép eared as a spokesman on
::s1television or on radio. And I've been involved in such
;:71issues over the last month as writing the State of the
:2z1Union and helping to arrange the visit of Prime Minister
:191Blair, who is a very old friend of mine.

OPO>PO>»

(20) ) Q In your duties at the White House, do you typically
r211advise the President himself? o

{22} A |do speak with the President. | brief him.

(23] Q  Without going into the substance of what you talk

i241to the President about, is that something you do on a daily
:zs1basis or on a weekly basis?
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1] A I think | should consult my attorney about how I'm
i21supposed to answer. ] .

131 Q 'l withdraw that question for the time being.
141Aside from the President, who are you regularly in conta
isjwith? For example, the Office of Communications, the
r61director is Ann Lewis. Do you speak with Ms. Lewis on a
-7yregular basis?

) | think | want to speak to my attorney about that
:ajbecause I'm a little confused about that.

1101 MR. BITTMAN:  Sure.

i11) Mr. Blumenthal?

1:12) THE WITNESS:  Yes?

23] ~ MR.BITTMAN:  [f you would knock — when you come
1z41back, if you would knock, and we'll open the door.

{1s) THE WITNESS:  Sure. Thank you.

{1€) he witness was excused to confer with counsel.)

{17] Y MR. BITTMAN: )

(18] Q | had two general questions for you,

119)]Mr. Blumenthal. One was whether you advised the President

(201 himseif. CAz-m yi)u answer that question?

[21] do.
[22) Q Youdo. How regulary do you do that?
[23] A  Several times a week.

{24) Q  Who are the other advisors, if any, that you
{2s)consult with at the White House on a somewhat regular basis?
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(1] A lwould say that | speak with almost everybody in
t21the White House on a regular basis. And, on a daily basis, 1
(31speak with the Chief of Staff, Erskine Bowles; with John
141Podesta, the Deputy Chief of Staff, with Sylvia Matthews, the
s10ther Deputy Chief of Staff, with Rahm Emmanuel, the senior
16)advisor; with Paul Begala, Counsellor; with Doug Sosnik,
173Counsellor; with Mike McCurry, Press Secretar?{; with Joe
iejLockhart, Deputy Press Secretary; with Tony Blinken and David
{9jLevy, the Director and Deputy Director of the Strategic

t101Planning for the National Security Council.

(11) Q Can you spell Mr. Blinken's last name? .

(12} A Yes. B-l-i-n-k-e-n. With Bruce Reed, the Director

r1310f the Domestic Policy Council; with Gene Sperling, Director

{1470f the National Economic Council. Almost every day | speak

1151to those people and others.

(161 . Q  Where is your office physically located in the
(17)White House?

(18] A It's on the ground floar of the West Wing.

{19} ~Q Have you had any involvement in the matter
{20}involving Monica Lewinsky?

{21) A | think I'm going to talk to my lawyer about that
{2210ne.

(23] ﬂ’he witness was excused to confer with counsel.)
(2419 4 R. BITTMAN:  [I'll just note for the record it's
12519:44.

{si Q  Mr. Blumenthal, have you had any role in the M -~ica
6)Lewinsky matter?
(7] A Yes.

(81 C  What has been that role?

9] A | attend meetings in the White House in the O 22
(1o0)0f Legal Counsel in the morning and in the evening almost
(11jevery day.

{12} Q  We understand that these meetings occur daily &t
11318:30 a.m. and at 6:45 p.m.?

[14] A Yes. )

[15]) Q  Are these the meetings that you attend?

[16] A Yes.

[17} Q And can you tell us who generally attends-them?

11831 understand that these are daily meetings and that the same
[19]people don't always attend them. You probably or may not
{20)attend them all the time either.

[21] A Correct.

{22) Q Can you tefl us who generally attends - first of
t23)all, generally, do they attend both meetings, the same group?
124101 is it fike one group attends the 8:30 and then a second,

(25 different group attends the 6:45?
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1] A Generally the same group.
2) Q Okay. What's the group, as far as you can
(31remember? ) .
(4] _ A ltis legal counsel, Chief Legal Counsel, Charles
1s1Ruff. Itis Lanny Breuer, of the Legal Counsel Office.
t6)Chery! Mills, of Legal Counsel Office. Bruce Lindsey, Senior
{71Advisor to the President and Legal Counsel. John Podesta,
(8)Deputy Chief of Staff. Rahm Emmanuel, Senior Advisor. Paut
191Begala, Counsellor. Jim Kennedy, Legal Counsel Office. Mike
(10jMcCurry, Press Secretary. Joe Lockhart, Deputy Press
f111Secretary. Ann Lewis, Director of Communications. Adam
(121Goldberg, who is in Legal Counsel Office. That's Adam - |
t131forget his last name, actually. It's Don Goldberg of
{14]Legislative Affairs, | believe, and Legal Counsel. | could
(151be wrong about some of these titles. That's generally the
[16)group. .
(177 . Q Do any of the President's private attorneys attend
{18]either the 8:30 or 6:45 meeting, whether in person or by
r191telephone?
[20] A I've never seen them in person.
[21) Do you know whether they are on the telephone? Is
122)there a conference call, actually?
(23] 0.
241, . Q No? So anyone who is aware of the meeting atthe
[2s;time it occurs would have to actually be present at the

Page 12
{1ymeeting.
(2] A Yes. .
3] Q Does anyone from outside the White House ever
r4)attend these meetings, that is, not employed by the White
(s]House?
(6] A No.
{71 Q Are there reqular conference calls, as far as you
ts1know?
(9] A Regular?
{10] Q When | say "regular,” not scheduled but calls that

f11j0ccur on perhaps a daily or every-other-day basis.

(12] A here have been conference cills that T've been
f13jpart of, but they haven't been -
[14) MR. BITTMAN:  Please note for the record that

(1s3an attorney from the Office of Independent Counsel has
[16]COMeE In.

{17] I'm sorry.

18] THE WITNESS: There have been conference calls,
[191but, to my knowledge, theXre not daily.

(20] BY MR. BITTMAN: )

{21} Q  Are there any meetings that you attend that are a

{22)subset of the people that you just listed? Thatis, a

(231smaller group.

(24} A There are no regular meetings.

{2s] Q No regular meelings? What occurs at these 8:30 and

Page 7 to Page 12
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:1116:45 p.m_ thes2 daily meetings?
i2) A lcantdiscussthat.
03] Q  \Why can't you discuss it?

(41 I've been advised by White House counsel that
(31that's coverez
i6] Q Do you know by what it is covered, what privilege?
7] A Executive privilege. ) )
85 Q  Executive privilege. These twice daily meetings at
1918:30 and 6°45, would 1t be fair to say that the content that
{101is the subject matter of the meetin?s exclusively relates or
(11)refers to the Mc\:{mca Lewinsky matter?
es.
And generally, how long is the 8:30 meeting?
(14) It varies from - I'd guess, | don't want to guess,
{15)but say 15 minutes to a half hour.
(16] Q  And the 6:45 meeting, generally how long is that?
{17) A The same. The same. i .
{18} Q Have you received any information relating or
119)referring to Monica Lewinsky?
{20] A | think | want to go consult my attorney.

f12]
[13) Q
A

[21}9 49 MR. BITTMAN:  Please note for the record it is
12219:49.
23] And, again, if gou'll knock before re-entering.
[24) THE WITNESS:  Sure. ‘
{251 (The witness was excused to confer with counsel.)
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(1] MR. BITTMAN: Please note for the record it's
(219:52 a.m.
3] THE DEPUTY FOREPERSON:  Mr. Blumenthal, you're
ra1still under oath.
5] THE WITNESS:  Thank you.
(6] .

BY MR. BITTMAN: .
{71 Q Mr. Blumenthal, have zou received any information

¢8)relating or referring to Monica Lewinsky? .

(9] A 1 wonder if you could clarify that question because
11011 receive information from newspapers and magazines like
f11]1everybody. . )

112} Q Il clarify it to exclude information from
1131published news articles and information directly from your
(14)private attorney. So have you received any information
t1s)relating or referring to Monica Lewinsky with those
[16)exceptions?

{17) A Canigoout?
{18] MR. BI AN:  Yes.
(19) THE WITNESS:  Thank you. )
R. BITTMAN: Please note for the record it's a

{20] -
(21)little after 9:52, almost 9:53. .
(22} he witness was excused to confer with counsel.)
(23} R. BITTMAN:  Please note for the record it's 9:55.
{241 THE DEPUTY FOREPERSON:

r2systill under oath.
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1} THE WITNESS:  Thank you.
[2) BY MR. BITTMAN: L. .
3] Q Mr. Biumenthal, excepting information from
t«)published news stories, whether broadcast or in newspapers or
(sjotherwise published, and excepting information from your
61personal attorney, have you received any information relating
[r710f refernn%to Monica Lewinsky?

8] a Yes.

{9) From whom? Exceﬁting those two sources.
{10] The President and the First Lady.
111 . Q What information have you received from the
{12)President?

(13) I've been advised by my attorney that | cannot
{14 1discuss this.

(153 On the grounds of executive privilege?
116] A I'mnot a lawyer, | would assume sg. .
[17) Q Did your attorney indicate to you which privilege,

{1s)if any, to assert? ) -

{19} | would assume executive privilege.

{20} Q Okaé _Can’lyou tell us what information you
(21jreceived from Mrs. Clinton? .

(22} . My legal counset from the White House says that |
{231cannot discuss that and that I'm an empioyee of the White
{241House and that I'm covered by privilege.

(25] How many times, Mr. Blumenthal, have you talked to

OIC-Starr
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“the President about the Monica Lewinsky matter?
-Approximately? )
A Well, I'm going to have to go out of the room

:agan

: Q Okay. I'm going to ask you the same guestion about
-the Frst Lady also.

A Right.

) MR. W?SEN_BAERG: And what we'll need, you said you
=;assumed executive privilege, but we'lt need from you on the

::-question of -- on anything that you assert a privilege on. we

“1:.are going to need you to articulate at a minimum what the

prwue?e is. We understand you're not a lawyer, but after

consultation wn\t,wour lawyer —

THE

TNESS: 1" consult,
- MR. WISENBERG: Yes. We need to know what
privilege.
: 9 THE WITNESS:  Good. Good.
MR. BITTMAN:  Please note for the record it's

9:57 am.
THE WITNESS:

If you could just repeat the question
;50 | have it exactly.

22 MR. BITTMAN:  Yes. How many times approximately
:3:yout‘tve talked to the President about the Monica Lewinsky
- ijMmatter.
03] THE WITNESS:  And the First Lady.
Page 17

MR. BITTMAN:  And the First Lady.

THE WITNESS:  Thank you.

MR. BITTMAN:  You're welcome.

The witness was excused to confer with counsel.)
R. BITTMAN: Pleasenotefor the record it's

12110:00 a.m.

T THE DEPUTY FOREPERSON:  Mr. Blumenthal, you re
-z under oath.

£ THE WITNESS:

Thank you.
BY MR. BITTMAN:
> Q  Mr. Blumenthal, apﬁroximately how many times have
1you met with thg President about the Monica Lewinsky matter?
; nce.
Q Once? When was that?
A | can't recall the exact date.
Q Can you recall the approximate date?
A In late January.
Q_ The first news aricle, Mr. Blumenthal, on the

{13] . . v I A
;12:Monica Lewinsky was published in The Washington Post on
rzo1January 21, Wednesday. Can you estimate approximately from
r211the date of that news article when the date of your meeting
[22]with the President was?

{23) Within that week.
{24} Q  That work week or within - that is within seven
(251days of the article?
Page 18

{11 A |don't recall. | would say within a week_

(21 Q Okay. Within one week. Where was this meeting?

{3] A | think I'd better talk to counsel now.

4 MR. BITTMAN:  Okay. I'm going to ask you then a

tsyseries of questions, where was it, how long was the meeting,
1s1who else was present, and then the general subject matter of

i 71the meeting.
18} HE WITNESS:  Okay. Very good.
{9} MR. BITTMAN: Please note for the record it's
£10110:02 a.m,
{113} THE WITNESS: Okay. Thank you,
{12} ~ MR.BITTMAN:  You're welcome. And the same
r133questions for the First Lady as well.
{14} THE WITNESS:” Right.
1153 he witness was excused to confer with counsel.)
{16] R.BITTMAN:  Please note for the record it's
:7110:05 a.m.
543! THE DEPUTY FOREPERSON:  Mr. Blumenthal, | need

(13;remind you .)_/’ou are still under oath.
1233 THE WITNESS:  Thank you.
(211 BY MR. BITTMAN:

{223 Q  Mr. Blumenthal, let me clarify one matter. 1| asked
:231you when the meeting with the President was relative to the
{24;Washington Post article on January 21 and you said it was

125 within a week. Was it within a week after the articte?

Page 13 fo Page 18
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A Yes.

I
2]
jwith the Presidant.

! it was in the Oval Office.
J

1

1

{1
[’)

(2

{4 A

[s) Q  Who else was present?

[6 A Nobody.

7 Q How long was the meeting?
(83 A About a half hour.

[9; . Q Did you discuss any other matter other than the
(10)Monica Lewinsky matter?
[11) hite House counsel advises me that | cannot
r121discuss any matter I've discussed with the President.
SEI Not even the subject matter? That is, the general
(14)subject matter, not getting into — although { will ask you a
(15;question about what was discussed.
(16) | don't recall another subject.
(17} Q Okay. Did your attorneys, that is either the White
r18yHouse or your{mvate attorneys, indicate to you which
(19;privilege — well, let me ask you the question first. What
[201was discussed? What was the substance of what was discussed
1211at the meeting?

(22] I've been advised | can't discuss that.

[23] Q And what privilege are you asserting?

[24] A Executive privilege. i

[25] Q Have you disclosed to anyone besides your private

Page 20

(11attorney the substance of what occurred at that meeting with
{2 the Presidgnt ir;qthe Oval Office?
(3] 0.
(4] Q Who called the meeting, Mr. Blumenthal? Thatis,
rs1how did you come to be in the Oval Office and discuss this
(6]with the President?
(7] | can't recall. )
(8] Q Canyou at least exclude that it was a regularly
191scheduled meeting, If it was not? .
[10) A 1don't have regularly scheduled meetings with the
(111President. Sometimes | ask to see the President.
(12} ( We at least know it was not a regularly scheduled
(131meeting with the President.
(143 A Well, none of my meetings are. Except those that
{1s1are regular briefings involving large groups of people.
(18]
(171you came to be there that Kou do not remember whether you
{181requested the meeting or the President requested the meeting.
{19]ls that right?
{20} A
(21) ) r
t22)0r the President requested the meetin
(23)said, 'Snd,}go meet with the President
{24} No
(251 Q

es.
Q Isit possible that some other person besides you
g?? That is, somebody

It would have been either the President asking you

Page 21
(ijor zou asking the President. Okax. Did you take any notes

Q = Okay. And now my question is where was the meeting

And you're saying because you don't remember how

n
]
i

(21at this meeting with the President
13) A No.
(4] Q Did he take any notes?
(5} A No.
mt - Was he reading from any documents as far as you ca
17)tell?
(8] A |think I'd better speak to my attorney.
[9) MR. BITTMAN: Please note for the record it's
110310:09 a.m. ) .
{11} ﬂ' he witness was excused to confer with counsel.)
{12] R. BITTMAN:  Please note for the record it's
(1310:10 a.m. :
(14) THE DEPUTY FOREPERSON:  Mr. Blumenthal, | must :

(1s5jremind you you are under oath.
[16} THE WITNESS:  Thank you.
[(1m BY MR. BITTMAN:
(18] Q Did the President, Mr. Blumenthal, in your meeting
{19]with him in the Oval Office appear to be reading from any
{20)document?

{21) No. v
(22) Q Did you have any documents with you?
(23] A N

0.
[24) Q When was the meeting with the First Lady? Thatis,
(251Mrs. Clinton.

Page 19 to Page 24
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e A ~zve had numerous meetings with the First Lz:.
>yfrom the day this ry broke to the date of the subpoena,
v both on the phors ard in person.

2" you tefi me ap&roximately how many time: .-u've

: Q
-=;talked to the Firs: Lacdy about the Monica Lewinsky matter?
: A | ccntrecall

; ~Q Cznyousay it's adaily occurrence or

‘z:approximately dz 'y occurrence?
=3 A Yes.

110] Q  About how many of those times that you've tar =2 0

i111the First Lady did you actually meet with her?

(123 A~ [cantrecall

113} ) Can you say whether you meet with her on an

{:14)approximately daiiy basis about the Monica Lewinsky matter?

{15) A~ How would you define meet?

(16] Q Talk to herin person.
117] A No. ]
18] Q About how frequently do you meet with the Firs:

r19)Lady about the Monica Lewinsky matter, if you can identify
[20]some --

{21 A When you say meet, you mean in person?
[22) Q Yes. In person speak with the First Lady.
23] A Den't know.

(24} _ Q Do you remember any specific meetings with t=z
(251First Lady about the Monica Lewinsky matter?

Yes.
Can you tell us about those, please?

, Could you clarify? Do you mean — what do yo.
{4)mean’

[s] Okay. "t et-me-ask this. “Howmany specific mez-~gs
(61do you remember? "I'm talking about meetings, now, actually
t71talking to her in person, whether at a table, whether
ts)standing up or whatever. How many of those do you
(915?ecrﬁcal|y recali? And then I'm going to go into each one

(10)0f them. A

(i)

{1}
2]
(3]

>»0O»

| can recall one.

{12) Q When was that meeting, approximately?

{13) A Inlate January.

{14} Q Can you approximate when it was relative to the
(1s)story breaking on —

[16) A Within a week.

(173 . Q Within a week. Can you estimate when it was
{18)relative to the n;\%etmg that you had with the President?

(19) er.

[20) Q And within a couple of days, | suspect? .
[21] A Yes. A couple, you mean two? | don't know if &
{22 was two. [t may have been several. i i

{23] . as it the same day as your meeting with the
(2¢)President?

{251 A No.
Page 24
(1] Q Where was this meeting with the First Lady?
(21 A It was in the residence at the White House.
(3] Q Can you tell us where in the residence it was?
{4) A In the First Lady’s study.
ts1 Q Who eise was present at the meeting?
161 A Nobody. .
(7} Q How long was the meeting?
(8] 6 Half hour,

(91 . Did Xou discuss anything other than the Monica
{10)Lewinsky matter? Anything related to Monica Lewinsky?

{11) Are those two questions? .

(12} Q I'msorry. I'll withdraw the question. Did you
(131discuss anything other than the Monica Lewinsky matter in
{141your meeting with the First Lady?

(15] I don't recall.

[16] Did you take notes at the meeting with the First
117;lady?

(18} A No.

{19] Q Did she take notes?

[20] A 0. .

[21] . Q Did she appear to be reading from any documer: at
(221any time?

(23) A No.

24 Q Did you read from any document or refer to any

(2sjdocument at any time?

OIC-Starr
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Page 25 Page 28
ol A No. T Q How many times?
2 Q Have you told anyone other than your personal 2 A Don't know preciseig.
2attorney the substance of what tKe meeting was with the First 13 Q  More than one time*
ajbady? 131 A Yes.
= A No. _ ) 51 Q More than ten times?
3 Q  What was the substance of the meeting with the 3 A No.
-=iFirst Lady? 17 Q  More than five times, approximately?
5] ~ "A  I'm advised by White House legal counsel to assert 8 A Don't know.
. ajexecutive privilege. . 19} Q Don't know? Somewhere between one and ten?
116 ~Q Is'that the only meeting that you specifically 110 A Yes.
r11yrecall with the First Lady? (11} Q What else has Mr. Kendall said about the Monica
'12] es. 1121Lewinsky matter?
i13) . Q And you acknowledge that there were other meetings, 113] A He has expressed his dismay at the grand jury leaks
{14]you just don't sPeu ically recall those? {14)to me.
115} A don't recall. . . . {15) Q Anything eise?
116} Q Do you recall any specific conversation with the [16] A No.
117)First Lady that was not a meeting? That is, a telephone [17] Q  Every time you've talked tc My, Kendali about the

i1sjcall. You also said that you speak to her on the phone, |
1191think, or have spoken to the First Lady on the phone about
(20;the Monica Lewinsky matter.

[21) A Yes.
(22} . Q Do you recall any specific conversations other than
(231meetmgs with the First Lady about the Monica Lewinsky
(24 )matter”
125) A Yes.
Page 26
11 Q How many specifically do you recall?
{21 A ldon't know. )
13} " Q Tell us about the ones that you do specifically
(4)recall. ]
15] A |can't. Legal counsel advises me to assert

{61executive &rivilecge on substance.
17y | | an ¥ou tell us when — were these conversations
18 }with the First Lady all on the telephone?

{9} A Yes
£10] A
{11jthe Monica Lewinsky matter from any of the President's
r12;private attorneys? That is, Mr. Kendall or anyone in his law
:131firm, Mr. Bob Bennett or anyone in his law fimm, or
114} Mr. Mickey Kantor or anyone in his law firm?

115} A | think | want to consult my attorney, please.

[16} MR. BITTMAN:  It's 10:17 a.m. .

[17] The witness was excused to confer with counsel.)

(18] R. BITTMAN:  Please note it's 10:23 a.m.

(1e} | THE DEPUTY FOREPERSON:  Mr. Blumenthal, | must
r20}remind you that you're still under oath. .

(21} THE WITNESS:  Yes. This will be brief because I'm

(221going right back out. | wonder — my lawyers want you to
{231restate the qFl{:esuon if ﬁ:u would.

[24) . MR, BITTMAN: Okay. Have you spoken to any of the
{251President's private attorneys?

Page 27

[§8! THE WITNESS: Oka¥1. . .

21 MR. BITTMAN: And then if you're going to ask them,
31then Il ask {ou what you've talked to them about and what
rs10ccurred in the conversations.
151 THE WITNESS:  Okay. Very good. .
I MR. BITTMAN:  And, again, if you are claiming a
171privilege as to the substance of those conversations, we'll
{sjneed an anticulation of what the privilege is.

{9} THE WITNESS:  Very good. Thank you.
{10} MR. BITTMAN:  It's 10:24 a.m. .
{11} he witness was excused to confer with counsel.)
(121 ‘MR. BITTMAN:  It's 10:28.
{131 THE DEPUTY FOREPERSON:  Mr. Blumenthal, | must
(141remind you you're still under oath.
[1s] THE WITNESS:  Thank you.
116} BY MR. BITTMAN:
[17] Q Mr. Blumenthal, have you ever talked to David
(181Kendall?
[19] A Yes.
{20} Q About what?

{21 A He has expressed to me his feelings about the
{22]strangeness, bizarre nature of this case.

(23} Q So you've talked to him about the Monica Lewinsky
t241matter.
(251 A Yes.

OlC-Starr o T T

Q Okéy. Have you ever learned any information about

(181Monica Lewinsky matter in the one to ten times, it's about
{191his dismay about the grand jury leaks?

(20} A Don't know.
{21) Q it's possible?
(22} A Don't know. .
[23) ) Q Has he provided you information about these alieged
{24)leaks?
(25) A No. He's written his letter.
Page 29
{1 Q And | noted in your production that was produced to

{21us, that is the production of documents, that you had at
{3)least two copies of Mr. Kendall's fetter.

4] A Right.
(5] Q Did you have any role in the draftingof the
161letter?
(7] A No
8] . ~_Q Did you see a copy of the letter before Mr. Kendall
(9)signed it?
(10] A No. )
[11]. ~Q Did you provide Mr. Kendall with any of the
112)information contained in the ietter?
[13] A No.
114] Q Do you know whether anyone at the White House

115 provided Mr. Kendall with any of the information contained in
{16)the letter?

{17] A | don't know.

(18] Q Have you talked to anyone else besides Mr. Kendall
(19)at the law firm of Williams & Connolly about the Monica
(20]Lewinsky matter?

(21} A Yes.
[22) Q Whoelse?
23] A Nicole Seligman.

[24] . And about how many times have you talked to
(25)Ms. Seligman?

Page 30
(1] Don't know exactly.
2] More than one?
(3] Yes.
{41 Fewer than ten?
(5] es.
16) And what have you talked to Ms. Seligman about?

m. A I've talked to her generally about the case and her
1s1feelings. She's expressed dismay at the grand jury leaks

{s)also and at the peculiarity of the case. And | aiso had a
(1ojconversation with her approximately two weeks ago about a
(111television report that had appeared in Los Angeles on a local
[12 h in the Office
{13)
[14}p i S.
[15] Who between you and Ms. Seligman were aware of t
(161news report? Were ir){ou aware of it and you told her about it
(1710r was she aware of it and she told you about it?
(18] . Reporters were calling me and asking me for
(191information and | called Williams & Connolly and spoke to
(20} Nicole Sehgman and she said that she had’a videotape of that
{211news report.

{22} Q So she had already been aware of this news report.
£23) A Yes. .Réght.
{24] Q And, indeed, your attorney provided me today

(25)with — offered me many videotapes but | actually asked for

" Page 25 to Page 30
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Page 31 Page 34
[L.one. ] L Q  Any other oddness?
I A Right. . 2 A Can'trecall ‘
Ty Q And that is a videotape of this news report in Los 13] Q  Any other discussions with anyone else at Williams
(1 Angeles? ) “31& Connolly?
iz A Right. Right. ] (s A No. ] ]
(€ Q And how many copies = 4 you have of the news ‘51 Q Have you had an{ discussions with Bob Bennett, the
- report? 17:President's personal attorney in the Paula Jones matter?
P A |believe ten. 13 A About? ]
{5 Q  Where did you get them? 9 Q An{thing related to Monica Lewinsky.
{1c: A Nicole gave me one an< | had ten made. Actually, | 1101 A Only the most general discussions.
11 asked to make a copy and ten were made by a technician. {11} Q Were these more than one discussion that you had
(12° Q  Atthe'White House? r=2;with Mr. Bennett or just one?
(13; A No. (133 A More than one.
(14: Q Where? _ r14] Q And less than ten?
f1s: A Atthe political consulting firm of Mr. Robert {15] A Yes.
{1€;Shrum - . (16] . Q What did you discuss with Mr. Bennett with regard
{17: Q  What's the name of that political consuiting firm? {171t0 Monica Lewinsky? That is, any information that related or
{18] A ldon't know exactly. Shrum, Donnelin & Devine, {18]referred to Monica Lewinsky.
{19:perhaps. . {19) A Nothing about her person. No information about
{20} Q And was that at your reguest that ten copies were (203her. ) i
t21:made? i ) (211 Q  Anything related or referrmﬁ to her? Because |
{22) A ldidn't ask for a specific number. 1221think Yo_u indicated that you had talked to him about
[23; Q What did you ask for? . ‘ {231something.
124} A "l wonder if you could copy this for me." {24) A You mean referring to the broad case.
[251 Q  And for what purpose did you have ten copies made? : {25} Q Yes.
Page 32 Page 35
(i . A I'had a copy made of this in order to have this (11 A This whole affair.
(2;information which was on_ he_pubhc record, to be able to 2] Q The whole affair, so to speak.
(31view it myself and to provide it to anybody who was (3] A If you will.
(s1interested in the public record. ) [4) Q There may be a better word, but the whole matter.
[s? Q You said you had ten copies made and so that (s] A Incident. Right.
{ejwould — | assume that that means that you would have had 11 (6} Q The whole incident.
{7;actual tapes. (71 A | don't recall his exact words at all.
(8: A Correct. ) . (8] Q And were these in telephone calls —
[9: Q  And your attorney said there are six left? (9] A Yes.
{10} A No. I gave one tape away. {10} Q - or were these in meetings?
(11 Q Towhom? . ) {11] A Telephone calls.
(12} A To the Democratic National Committee research [12} Q Did you talk to anyone else in Mr. Bennett's firm
{13]department. ) . ) i [13)about the Monica Lewinsky matter?
(241 | Q  Who at the Democratic National Committee did you [14) A No.
[1s)give it to? ) {15] Q Have you ever talked to Mr. Bennett about the Paula
(16] A To the research director, Doug Kelly. {16]Jones matter?
(17} Q  And for what purpose did {t_au give it to Mr. Kelly? (17} A | have. .
(18] A So that he would have that information if any {18} Q About how many times have you talked to him about
{19)reporter would come to him. . . . {19that?
{20 . . Did he ask for the information or did you su_ggest (20] A ldon't recall.
{211to him that this may be something he would be interested in? [21] . Q Have you ever talked to Mr. Kantor about the Monica
{22} A lsuggestedit. t22)Lewinsky matter?
{23} Q Did you provide it to anyone else? (23] A Yes. .
[24] A No. [(24] Q  About how many times have you talked to him?
[25] Q Have you shown the tape to anyone else? [25) A More than once.
Page 33 Page 36
[ A My attorneys. : . (1 Q Less thanten?
121 . Q Your attorneys. What else have you discussed with 2] A Yes.
(3)Ms. Seligman? . . 3] Q And what have you talked to Mr. Kantor about?
4} A Nothing substantial. 4) A His outrage at the grand jury leaks.
[s] Q  Even the insubstantial stuff, can you tell us 15} Q Anythingelse? .
{61about? . (6] A No, other than just general discussion.
(71 A Can'trecall. Just about the oddness of this case. {71 Q Have you discussed with Mr. Kantor or Mr. Kendall
8] Q  And what is the oddness of the case that you (8jor Ms. Seligman since you discussed the grand jury leaks what
{91discussed with Ms. Seligman? (a1information you had, if any, about possible leaks?
(10] A ldon'trecall exactly herwords. [10] A" No.
[11] Q And you also described it as peculiarity of the [11] Q Other than you've already discussed.
(1z2jcase. Can you tell us not her exact words but the feelings {12) No.
t13)0f peculiarity and oddness that were discussed? (13) Q _ Did they discuss with you other thams.you've aiready
[14] A Don't know. . . (141discussed with regard to Mr. Kendalkand Ms. Seligman what
{15) Q You also discussed that, | think you mentioned that 11sjinformation they may have had about any leaks coming out of

(16jwith regard to Mr. Kendall, too, that you discussed the
[1770ddness of the case with him, too.

[18] A Right. )

(19] Q Do you remember at all what his feelings about the
(z0j0ddness or peculiarity of the case were?

(211 A | can recall one incident with Mr. Kendall when

{22)Mickey Kantor was given a subpoena by the Office of
(23)Ilndependent Counsel and it was then withdrawn because the OIC
{24 )was unaware that he was not on White House staff, but was the
{251President's personal attorney.

{16)the grand jury?

(17} A" No. .

(181 . Q Soitwas just a very brief, simple conversation
(19]with Mr. Kantor about his outrage at the leaks?

[20] A Yes.

{21] Q Do you remember any other discussions with
{22)Mr. Kanton"b\abont the Monica Lewinsky matter?
[¢]

(23) . - )
[24) Q ° What about anyone in his firm?
[25) A No.

Page 31 fo Page 36

~ OlC-Starr
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Page 37 Page 4C
BY MR. +WISENBERG: [1jeve- ~Cicale tor\}/ou that they had hired private detectives?
: Q Gor: back for just a minute, Mr. Blumenthal, you 2 A o o
:31said you had only t~2 most general discussions with Mr. 3] Q  Did they ever indicate to you that they hired
::1Bennett, the Pres:ce"t s aticrney; that it was more than ene {4:Mr. La~zner?
is;and less than ten — (5] A No. )
18] A On tre Monica Lewinsky matter. (61 Q  Or Mr. Palladino?
171 Q On ‘I"P Monica Lewinsky matter. More than ore and (7} A No.
1s:less than ten: nothi~3 about her, meaning Monica Lewinsky: (s Q  Did they ever indicate to you that they were doing

{ajand you don't reca!l ls exzact words. What do you recall
(101about the general ra ure of ¢ He discussions wit Mr Bennett?

[11}) |uuu-\l||u.u :uumy‘ duulllcy' on that.
(12) Thank
(13} MR. Bl MAN I'tl note for the record it's 10:41.
141 THE DEPUTY FOREPERSON: We need to take a break.
[15] MR, WISENBERG:  Okay. We'll come and get you.
(15)Mr. Blumenthal, when we're ready to start up again.
(171 THE WITNESS Thank you.
[18) MR. WISENBERG: it wiil be about ten minutes.
[19] (The witness was excused to confer with counsel and
(z01a brief recess was taken.
(21} MR. WISENBERG: L et the record reflect the witness
{221has entered the grand ury room.
{231 MR. B?T‘T‘MAN' Madam Deputy, do we have a quorum? .
24} THE DEPUTY FOREPERSON: ~ Yes, we do. :
{25} MR. BITTMAN: itis 11:01, for the record
Page 38

[¢8] THE DEPUTY FOREPERSON:  Mr. Blumenthal, you remain
{2junder oath.

(33 THE WITNESS:  Thank you.

4] BY MR. BITTMAN:

[51 Q You were last asked, Mr. Blumenthal, about the

g eneral nature of the conversations you had with Mr. Bennett.
m o you remember anything about those conversations?
A i do remember him using the word “ridicuious” about

[9]th|s matter and that was the nature of the conversation.
{10] Q That's all you remember?
(11] A Yasg. ;
[12] Q Not even otherwise the - do you even remember the
{13)subject matter? |
{14] A Just the general nature of the Monica Lewinsky
(15)matter.
[16) Q  In your conversations with Mr. Kendall and other
mlattomeys at his firm and other attorneys with his firm \

(181and Mr. Kantor and other attorneys with his firm, have :

(193any of those attomeys ever indicated to you that their
[(20)conversations with you were confidential?

[21] A I'm uncertain about this question, so I'm going to
{22)go consult my attomey
(23) Thank
[124] MR. Bl N:  Please note for the record it's
{25311:03.
Page 39

(%) The witness was excused to confer with counsel.)

2 R BT NAN A B htonthal & back and t8

[31 .

[ th THE DEPUTY FOREPERSON: | remind you you're under

(51oa .

(6] THE WITNESS: Thank you.

[71 BY MR BITTMA

Q T uc "'uE':SuOl"l Mr. Blumenthal, was whether any of

[91the President's private attomeys in your conversations with
r101them ever indicated to you that the conversations were

[11jconfidential.

112) A They never indicated that.

{13} Q Have you ever spoken to a gentleman by the name of
{14)Terry Lenzner? !
(15) A No. i

Q Have you spoken to a guy by the name of Jack f
171Palladmo’7A
18]

o)

N0,

Have you ever received any information from Terry

{
(19] Q
[201Lenzner dlrect!Klor indirectly?

[211

[2 Q Have you ever received any information directly or

[zaundlrecﬂy from .hack alladino? |

(24] C ‘

[25] G Oid any of the private attoineys for the President }
OIC-Starr o o -

j1any ~vestigation into the factual matters underlying the
:Io\Mor ca Lemnsky matter?
fi1] A [A 10N
(12) Q Let me go back to some of the conversations you
(131said you had, Mr. Blumenthal, with the First Lady. You said
[141y0u never have a regularly scheduled meeting with the
[151Presydent Do you ever have a regularly scheduled meeting
(161with the First Lady?

17 A No.

(18] Q Do you ever have reguiar phone caiis with the First
{19)tady?

{201 A Could you define regular?

(o)

(211 Meaning that they're scheduled or just you make it
{221a point to every day talk to the First L Lady, or every “other

(23)day, somethmg_rthat s a regular sort of basis.

{24} hese calls are never scheduled, but we speak

[2s1frequently.

Page 41

P Ay JAp od -

Q lll yuul CONvVErsations WILII lllt: l'llbl Lady dUUUl t ne
[21Momca Lewinsky matter, has anyone ever been on the phone
(3)call besides yot&rself and the First Lady?

[41

(5] Q were youdiscussing the Monica Lewinsky matte
(s1with the First LadyX "9 v

(73 A I'm going to ask my attorney, if | may.

18] MR. BITTMAN:  it's 11:07 am.

191 ghe witness was excused to confer with counsel.)
(10} 1110 R. BITTMAN:  Mr. Blumenthal has returned and it's
rv1 am
[12} THE DEPUTY FOREPERSON:  You are still under oath.
(13] THE WITNESS:  Thank you.
[14} BY MR. BITTMAN:

{1 Q  Mr. Blumenthal, why were you speaking to the First
[161Lady about the Monlca Lewinsky matter?
{17} A | can't discuss that. It would get into the

rsubstance of our discussions. so I'm under grders of lega!l
{18]SUDSIaANCEe OF Our GISCUSSICONS, SC 1M under Oraers ot «egas

(19jcounsel at the White House lnvokmg executive privilege.

201 Q  Any other privilege?
1211 A No.
{22} Q In what capacity were you acting when you spoke to

{23rther? Were you actmg in your official capacity or in your
(24)personal capact

125] That's an interesting question. 1 think 't talk
Page 42
{1 ,t- my lawyers about the legal implications of that.
And one other ¢ question, you are a friend of the
[3)F|rst Lady's.
[4] A
Q Okay I'll withdraw the question, uniess you still

(s]
tsywant to ta|k to ﬁ)ur attorneys.
(7]

Mleace 1M casibb ddomca

bam smesaabince £ar dhha 8iaa

i8j UKay. i witnaraw the qu‘catiun 107 tNg ume
[9)be|n? Have {ou discussed any portion of your conversations
{101with the First Lady, that is, any%ung that you and the First

r111Lady have discussed about the Manica Lewinsky matter with
(12)anyone else besides your private counset here' today 7

[13} A l've not discussed any of it with anybody except my
[14 1counsel

! Q _ And then going back to your one conversation in the
[16]0V3| Office with the President, have you discussed that
{mmeetmg any part of the meetmg, anything that was discussed

r1g1in that meeting, with anvone else axcent vour nrivate
{183¢ g W yone £15¢ except your privaie

[19} counsel?

[201 A Discussed it only with my private counsel.

{21} Q Okay. Have you ever spoken to a gentleman by the
[223name of ARthon or Tony Pellicano?

[23) 0.

[24]) Q Haveyou, spoken to anyone who has identified
{zs1himself or herself as a private investigator or private

" Page 37 to Page 42
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Page 43
detective?
Nz—

; Q Has anyone ever told you that any information from
any of the Presige~:'s private attorneys was relayed to
people other than Nurself at the White House?

MR. WISENBERG: Relayed or related?

MR. BITTMAN:  Relayed. Excuse me.

THE WITNESS: 1 wonder if you couid restate it.
I m a little confusez

BY MR. BITTMAN:

You've already indicated that y
a

2 v
Elumformat:on nameiy. this videotape of a broa adcast in
{13;California related to d
{141 A Right.

ol received some

{15} Q  You received that from the President’'s attorneys.

{16} A Right.

[17] Q Have you | received any other information from any of
{18;ithe President's private attorneys?

{19] A No.

[20} Q Have you heard whether they have given any other

211information related to the Monica Lewinsky matter to anyone
{221else at the White House?

{23 A No. )
(24) Q | Has anyone at the White House ever indicated that
{25)they were toid by one of the President's attorneys about some
Page 44

(1ifact relating to the Monica Lewinsky matter?

(2}

3] Q Have %ou received any information other than this

r41videotape regarding the professional staff of the Office of

sjindependent Counsel?
(6] Could you restate that?
(7] Q Yes ived any mforrnatlon other than

81the information about x contained in this videotape

{91about the professional g!a! o! tge bffce of Independent
(101Counsel?
(111 A And you're not referring to the attomeys?

R

[12} Q | am'referring to the atfomeys

(13} A Oh. Because it wasn't in the question.

(14} Q Included in the professional staff, I'm including
{151the attorneys.

(16] | see. No.

[17) Q You've never received any information from whatever

(183source, other than the videotape, about members of the

EI;SEFofessnonal staff —
Except anything in the public domain, such as David

(2
[21 x Kendall's letter.

[22 Q O Have you received any information
[23)specxfcally abou
[24) A f__

{25] Q m any source
Page 45
1] A Yes. . .
(2] Q From what source have you received information?
A From an article in the Atfanta Joumnal

(31 o
( 4) Consmutlon.

5] Prior to the pubiicati ginat articie, did you
[slrecelve an mformatnon abou“| . o
7 | believe that he was mentioned in an article in
(9] Q Okay. Let me ask it this way. Prior to the

{101publication of any news article relatlw had
{11]1you received arrlqy information about
f12]

(13] Q  Wnhat about Prior to the publication of
(141any news amcle or News broadcast _had you received any
ormatio

[15junonm ion Wllll u-:gam lW
{16} A oing to consult my attorney right now.

(17} MR. 8! MA

(18) THE WITNESS: Thank yvou.

(19] MR.BITTMAN: It's 11:15. _

(20} ﬂ' he wntness was excused to confer with counsel.)
{21} :  Letthe record reflect the witness

[zzxnas reentered me grand jury room and it's 11:28.
(2 Mr. Biumenthal has not come back with lunch as many
{24 1of us had h?Pe

(25} THE WITNESS:

Page 43 to Page 48

1 i
(21Mr. Blume
131

i, 1 think the question was whethe-
than this videotape, any other
at had not tean previously published about

rnat, | want to make an additior -

1211 ‘Q Did you teil anyone else about that story or
[zzycontact with this member of the news media?

{2 | spoke with Paul Begala of the White House sta™
(24 1about that bncause he had also been calleLd (Jay Branmgan
e

e a2 lled me and told me h Frppr

1z510f Time and he called me and told me he had been called by

Page 47
{1;T'me about! this story.
2 Q A d what was the purpose of the person from Time
[3)Magazm czal ,3 you about it, if you know?
(43 A oidea. Don't know.
1) Q Did you know anything about the facts?
3 A No. I had no maferial Tacts to offer whatsoever,
mno informaticn.
Q@ Did you tell anyone else other than Mr. Begala
[9)abou( it?
110} A No.
(111 Q What apout WEREEENERY? You said you may haiv=

(12)7eceived information about _( other than the
{13}videotape.

114} A have

{15] Q Before publicaticn?

116] A Yes.

(17} Q And from what source?

(181 A The source of my information was Qtanlpy She
{19) Q Can you spell his last name, please?

[20) A Yes. It's S-h-e-i-n-b-a-u-m.

[211 Q Andwho |’s he?

(22 A He is the former commissioner of the Los Angeles

[231Pohce Department.
[24) Any other sources of infermation?

[25] None.

:po

Page 48

Q The information that you received from
mN{r Sheinbaum, did you relay that information to anyone
(3)else?
[41 A ldid.

- OiC-Starr
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- -that had been faxed to me by Stanley S Sheinpaum. He had told

1axea 0 e OY Siar

-2 me that there was widespread concern among the taw
-3 enforcement community in Los Angeles

Q  And what was your purpose in disseminating this
-z information to members of the news media?

A | believe that the public has the right to know

-~ :about the character and records of public officials.

(WP N isaaminatad any inform
(¥4 Have you ever disseminated any information p

" »:about members of the Office of Independe"t Counsel staff to
.12 :the members of the news media?
; | don't recall.
ix2] Q Do you know, by the w % the videotape that your
s 3:attorney provided me of a news report that was broadcast
13 ;m Los ngeles, do you know approximately when it was
g u:‘O&uC&Sl 4
A Just from watching it, it seems as though this is
second broadcast from this TV station. It's UPN, whichever

atinn

{13jreport of this TV station. The first one, they refer to an
r2n1earlier report, and then they refer to the Daily Journal

{21} artlcle wnlch they claim was pr omgted by their earligLam
{22 -

(2
{24
(2 ————

Page 50

Q Did you later learn that that was not true?
A |learned that one of the defendants dropped the

Q  Did you then tell the members of the news media
_‘nat new information that you iearned, that the case had been
dropped about that?

Yes. Anything that had been published about that.

g*related to the Monica Lewmsky case?

[13] How would you define documents?
S5 Q Let me specifically ask, has the White House
(121produced any document like a talking points document reiating
i23;0r referring to the Monica Lew:nskz matter or the Office of
(14} Independe‘?t Counsel staff or anything of that nature?

I'va goan tal a nointe fraom tha Damaocratic
cratlic

in
VS SCCN Lull\uls PCINGS 7TOM W LEIe

[ ]Natnonal Commlttee

[171 And what was the substance of those talking points?
[18} A Different talking points.
{19} Q Do you remember the subject? Other than Monica

(zolLewmsky, was it about the Office of Independent Counsel
{211staff?

(22} | believe that what — they're produced by the
{231research de?artment and they are all baseJJ on published
{24)reports and they're summaries of published reports and
12s10bviously they expressed the view of the research department

Page 51

r11of the DNC.
(21 Q
{3) A
“3u ea” Q
l;]u:v A=

/Y\nd you received this from the DNC?
Did you distribute it to anyone outside the White

A  If reporters calied me or | spoke with reporters,

ml would tell them to call the DNC to get those talking

(s1points, and those included news organizations ranging from

(91CNN, CBS, ABC, New York Times, New York Daily News, Chicago
[101Trlbune New York Observer, L.A. Times.
(11, Would you, though distribute the talk ing points?
1121¥Wouid you cause the taiking points to be distributed to any
(13)0f these news organizations?

[14] Can | consglt my attorney?

{15} Q Yes. Could you also ask them one other question?
(16 1 A Sure.

[17 Q  About your role when you were speaking to the First

(191Lady about the Monica Lewinsky matter.

Q Have vou ever seen, Mr. Blumenthal, any documents

i
i
'

i
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| THEVVITNESS:  Okay.
02 MR_BITTMAN:  It's 11:37 for the record.
13) THE WITNESS:  So there are two questions: one is

r41the capacity in wnich | was speaking to the First Lady?
(5] MR BITTMAN:  Yes. And then the second is whether
feryou distributed 10 a news organization the talking points

hat you receivec from the mocratlc National Committee.
THE WITNESS: kay. Thank y

MR WISENBERG: dr caused {hem to be distnbuted.
MR. BITTMAN:  Or caused them to be distributed.
THE WITNESS: Good. Thank you.
;\Ahe witness was excused to confer with counsel.)
R. WISENBERG: Let the record reflect that the
14 qutness has reentered the grand)ury room.
(15) BiTTA it's 11:46.

b i by .
L‘J(\)r—-()q)u)\)(huwx uu».

ary aa
MR. BITTMAN:

THE DEPUTY FOREPERSON:

[16] You remain under oath.
[iﬂ THE WITNESS:  Thank you.
(181 BY MR. BITTMAN:
(19] E\) Mr Blumenthal we had two questions for you.
{20]

(21} Q The first was about your role when you were

[22]Speaking with tne Hrst Lady.

123) | was speaking in my capacity as a member of

{24 1the senior staff of the White House.

{25} And how were you advising - were you advising her
Page 53

(1 \or someone eise?
| was speaking with her and no one else was
3) mvolved in our conversations.

4] Q | Was the purpose, though, to advise the First Lady
6] A ltwas to advise her.

2
{
{
(510F was it to advise someone eise?
[
[
r

7 Q In your conversations with Mrs. Clinton about the
g1Maonica Lewinsky matter, did any of those conversations refer
9

jor relate to the Jout members

issemination of information about members

o)of the Office of Independent Counsel to the news media?
Weli, | really regret that anything to do with the

convegsations, I'm advised by legal counsel |

nd | truly regret that.

Did you take any actions as a resulit of your

o with Mre Clintan?
S WIH WilS. Wil

On matters regarding?

[ 11
117]substance of m
{13]can't dtscuss
(14)

f1erponyerss
{15780 nversat

(16} A

17 Q Based on your discussions with Mrs. Clinton, did
[{18}you take any actions?

[191 In any matter?

{20 Q Yes, on any matter based on your conversations with

(211Mrs Clinton about Monica Lewinsky.

{221 A On Monica L.t:wulbl\y7
(23] Q Yes.
A Ithink i'd like to consult my attorney -onthat.

[24)
(2511'm just confused about that one.

Page 54
n MR. BITTMAN: Sure.
2] THEWITNESS: Thank you
3] MR. BITTMAN: It's 11:49.
(el (The witness was excused to confer with counse
win. "I\.}LI‘I.)L.I\U LOUL UIT I1TVAIU 1T LA LT WILTHKCOD

[6]IS reenterin the rand Hry room.
[7) lts 11:54.

{8 BY MR BITT

9] Q Mr Blumentha| my last question was in your
(10)conversation with Mrs. Clinton 'that related or referred to
(11)Monica Lewinsky, did you take any actions as a result of your
{12 1conversauon ?
{13] After consulting White House legal counsel, | can

{141answer the previous question as well, if you would like to
{15)restate it.

[16] Q That is whether the conversations with Mrs. Clinton
171referred or related to your dissemination of information

(18]regarding Office of Independent Counsel staff with members of

{19} MR. WISENBERG:  The question about in what capacity (19)the news media?

[20]wWere you -— ! {20) A No.

{21] THE WITNESS: Yes. | forgot that. Yes. : (21) Q What prev:ous questlon'?

(22] MR WISENBERG: We had withdrawn it, but we're - | (22} A That question. I'm giving you the answer.

123) THE WITNESS:  You're commF back to it? i [23] Q Okay. The answer is no.

{243 MR. BITTMAN:  Coming back to it [24] A Right.

(25] MR. WISENBERG: Yes. ! 1251 Q Conversations with Mrs. Clintan did not refer or
OlIC-Starr Page 49 to Page 54
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i1:relate to that. i crders
(2 A Correct ) i MR.BITTMAN:  QOkay. We've got to get the orders.
(33 ) Q Okay. Now, the other question, what actions, if I THE WITNESS:  There aren't orders here.
i4:any, did you taxe as a result of your conversations with i BY MR. BITTMAN: )
i5;Mrs. Clinton about the Monica Lewinsky matter? (= ) Q  The pending question, Mr. Blumenthal, was about
(5] A None. ¢+ talking coints and whether the White House, whether you have
[ Q Did you take any actions as a result of your ;7 seen or neard whether the White House Eroduced any talking
{syconversation witn the President about the Monica Lewinsky < points raiating or referring to the Monica Lewinsky matter.
{a:matter? oz I don't recall having seen or heard that.
(10} A No. _ _ 1 Q  Have you seen or heard that the White House, anyone
(11} Q  And then the break previous to the break you just 1110 the White House, has produced any document that summarizes

12 the facts in the Monica Lewinsky — the facts — pardon me,
12:0r the a.ie%atlons in the Monica Lewinsky matter?
14°

{131points that you received from the Democratic National .
Do you mean material facts?

(
{
(123took, we asked you about whether you disseminated the talking 1
{
{14)Committee to any news organization. [

[15] MR. WISENBERG:  Or caused them to be. (1s: Q  Any facts. Or allegations. Information.
[(16) BY MR. BITTMAN: ) . 1€ A | don't recall ever having seen such a document.
17 Q Or caused them to be disseminated. - Q We have seen on the television that some talking
{18} .. A Well, when reporters would call me, they were (1e;ﬁ0|nt type document that at least the news reporter indicated
(191seeking information and sources and they would ask me if {15:had come from the White House.
t20)there were sources and | would occasionally refer them to the ‘ (20; A 1 haven't seen that.
121)1Democratic National Committee. . 21y . Q You haven't seen that. Have you heard about the
{22y You received a document from the Democratic : (221White House disseminating to any news organization any type
(23)National Committee that had various talking points in it. 23:0f document like that, any talking points, factual summaries
(24) A Yes. ) f24:0r anythm%hke that, to an¥\ member of the news media?
[25) Q Did you cause that document to be disseminated to [25] Only from the - it wouldn't be the White House, it
Page 56 Page 59
{11any member of the news media? (1:would be the DNC. What | previously described to you from
2] Don't know. 1 don't know what happened after they {2-the DNC.
(3jcalled the Democratic National Committee. . (3 Q Okay. Have you received any talking points from
14) Did you discuss with any member of the news media - (4:any other person or entity besides the tape from the law
(sithe contents, that is, the material that was in the talkm? 1s: office of Williams & Connolly and the talking.paints from the
[s)pomts,‘that‘you received from the Democratic Nationa {6: Democratic National Committee? That related or referred to
171Committee? {7:the Monica Lewinsky matter.
18] A Not per se. {(s: . A And this is the attorneys or the DNC? Have |
(9] Q What do you mean, "not per se"? . (9. received any documents other than this videotape and the
[10] . A I may have discussed published articles in the news (10 talking poinfs from the DNC?
1111media generally. ) ) ) . [11; Q Correct.
(12} ~ Q Did the White House ﬁroduce its own talking points . [12: A | have not received any other.
(13jat any time about the Monica Lewinsky matter? [13; . ) Has anyone at the White House received any other
(14} A How would you define talking points here? r14:talking points from any other source?
(15} Q  Well, has anyone at the White House produced any (15] A ldon't know.
t16)document that has any information relating or referring to : [16] Q Have you heard?
{171Monica Lewinsky? That you have seen or heard about. | {171 A 0.
(18} A 1think I'm going to consult counsel on that ! {18} BY MR. WISENBERG:
{19]because I'm confused. . | (19] Q  Mr. Blumenthal, do you know if anyone at or acting
(20} . Okay. Is it because of the question? s there i (20j0n behaif of the White House leaked to the press the story to
(21]anything | can do to clarify the question? : 121)the effect that Monica Lewinsky had visited the White House
(22) A Well, just the nature of document. (22;about 37 times after losmg herjob there?
(23] Q Okay. Any written item is what ! mean by document, (23} A | know nothing about that.
f24)really. Has anything been written down at the White House [24) Q Qkaxi You don't know if-anybody at-or acting on
(2s)that you've been told about or that you've seen that relates [251behalf of the White House leaked that story?
Page 57 Page 60
(110r refers to Monica Lewinsky? 113 A To my knowledge, no.
12) A ldon'trecall i . (21 Q  Are you aware of any information either personally
(3} Q  Getting back to the talking points, you know (310r just through hearsay, are you aware of anK information
tsithere’s a practice in the media field ~ t4)that the White House or people acting on behalf of the White
(5] A Right. . . . (s1House has leaked to the press but accused the Office of
(6] . Q You received talking points from the Democratic t161Independent Counsel of leaking to the press?
(71National Committee. The White House, | su,apose, has produced 171 A Absolutely not.
gs)talking points on other issues not related to Monica ! 181 MR. WISENBERG:  That's all I've got.
(91Lewinsky, is that correct? ! (91 BY MR. BITTMAN:
{10) A Thatis comect. ! {10) . Q  Let me ask you one other question. We talked
(11} Q Have they produced any such document that related | 111)specifically about talking points and then summaries of facts
(12)to the Monica Lewinsky matter that you have seen or heard {121and | had started with the question, Mr. Bumenthal about
{13)about? . {131whether you have seen any document in the White House, that
{14) A  I'm going to consult counsel. : (14}is, any piece of paper on which something is written, any
{1s] MR. BITTMAN: Please. i (1s1document that was created or believed to be created at the
(16] THE WITNESS: Thank you. i i16;White House that refated to the Monica Lewinsky matter.
(17) MR. BITTMAN: It's 11:58. : [17) A | have not.
(18] THE WITNESS:  Thank you. . i (18} _ Q So as far as you know, no one in the White House
[19] he witness was excused to confer with counsel.) ; {191has written anything down relatin%to Monica Lewinsky.
{20] R. WISENBERG: The witness is reentering the grand | (20} A 'l don't know, but | have not seen it.
{21]jury room. ‘ (21} Q Have you heard about any such —
122} MR. BITTMAN: it's 12:01. : (22} A No, | have not.
(23) THE WITNESS:  Thank you. . i [23] MR. BITTMAN: Okax Why don't we excuse you for a
{24} MR. BITTMAN:  Mr. Blumenthal still has no lunch. ; rzeymoment and then we'll take questions, we'll see if the grand
(25] THE WITNESS: No. Well, you've got to get the ! (251jurors have any other questions for you.

Page'§5 to Page 60 o T o ) o 77”“”*01013&1?
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Page 61

CTEWITNESS: Okay. Good. Thank rou very much.
L= WISENBERG:  And we'll come get you.

T-2 WITNESS:  Okay

LS BITTMAN:  Anc ='s 12:06 right now.

: WITNESS: Goed. Thank you.

£55 :ness excused. Wiiness recalled.) )

X WISENBERG Let the record reflect the witness
Eils ree"llen": e gran ury room.
!:I %‘r It's 12:10.
11 r' Blumenthal Mr. Ba’ger here has a question from
[n}lhe grand i 3rs

= DEPUTY FOREPERSON:  Mr. Biumenthal, you're

[13 stlll under cs: h

(141 THE WITNESS Yes. Thank you.
[1s) BY MR. BARGE
(18] Q Mr Bfumenthal after consulting with the grand

[17] Lry one ¢’ :~e questions that we were requested to ask

(131 as:callrr cc-zerned your earlier testimony to the effect that
(151the public ~zs a righf to know about the character of public
(201 0fficials. Do you recafl that?

[21] A

(22 E ls lhat a fair characterization of what you said?

['»31 es,
{24 Q |take it that your belief in that would also
lzspnduda the President, that the public has a right to know

Page 62
(11about the craracter of the President as well.
2] A Absolutely
i3] All right. Can ou tell us again — again, Il

i43ask you, ca" you tell us about your conversation with the

iz1President cancerning the topic of Monica Lewinsky?

(5} A I've said everything | have to say on that. The

i |substance |s covered b ‘executive privilege.

13 2. BARGE That's all | have.

=} BIT‘I’MAN Mr. Blumenthal, you're excused.

[M}Thank you far £ appe

11 TH TNE S:  Thank you all very much for taking
[ 2jyour time. apprecnale it. And thank
(131 (‘ ne witness was excused.
{14} {v/hereupon, at 12:11 p.m., the taking of testimony
{15}in the presence of a full quorum of the Grand Jury was
[161conc!uded )
(17}
(18]
[19}
201
(21]
122]
23]
[24]
{251

R

OIC-Starr T - o ' Page 61 (o Page 62
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OFFICE OF THE INDEPENDENT COUNSEL

Date of transcription 6/5 /98

A conversation that occurred in the third floor hallway
of the E. BARRETT PRETTYMAN U.S. Court Housge, 333 Constitution
Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20001-2866 was witnessed by writer.
The participants were SOLOMON L. WISENBERG, Deputy Independent
Counsel; JACKIE M. BENNETT, Deputy Independent Counsel; WILLIAM
A. MCDANIEL JR., attorney for SIDNEY BLUMENTHAL; and JO BENNETT
MARSH, attorney for SIDNEY BRLUMENTHAL. The conversation occurred
at approximately 1:17pm prior to the appearance of BLUMENTHAL
before Federal Grand Jury 97-2 in Grand Jury Room #3.

WISENBERG stated that he would ask BLUMENTHAL questions
relating to about five topics that were not answered by.
BLUMENTHAL in his previous Grand Jury testimony. MCDANIEL said
that he knew that Judge JOHNSON had ordered his client to answer
questions in three areas, that he knew two of the areas, but did
not know the third area of questioning. WISENBERG said that
while he would not make available the questions in advance, most
would be directed to the three areas ordered by Judge JOHNSON and
that followup questions spawned by BLUMENTHAL’s replies would
alsoc be asked. MCDANIEL said that BLUMENTHAIL would answer the
questions that Judge JOHNSON ordered but that he, MCDANIEL,
expected that BLUMENTHAL could consult with him outside the Grand
Jury room if he had any question about whether to answer specific
questions.

[nvestigation on 06/04/98 a WASHINGTON, D.C. File # 29D OIC LR 35063

. ~ Date dictated 06/05/98 J@J
{,
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In Re: Grand Jury Procecdings Multi-Page ™ Junc 4, 1998
Page 3
%ﬁ’?&sé?ﬁiixi’i“éi’i&i"é‘?i 1 The fellow you just saw who walked out and be'll be coming in
---------------- x 2 and out is Michael Travers of our office, who is an Associate
In re: 3 Independent Counsel. This is the grand jury reporter and the
GRAND JURY PROCEEDINGS 4 members of the grand jury.
———————————————— x s You were given certain information or advisories
Srand Jucy Room W 3 6 about your rights and responsibilities as a grand jury
Sea§ Constitution, W 7 witness the last time you appeared. Do yvou recall those?
Washington, D.C. 20001 8 A Ido.
Thursday, June (. 1998 9 Q Allright. I'm going to briefly go over some of
The testimony of SIDNEY BLUMENTHAL was taken in the 10 them again‘ Of course, }'OU'VC got your Fifth Amendment
presence of a full gquorum of Grand Jury %7-2, impaneled on 1] pﬁvil%e agalnst Self°incriﬂlination. Are you aware Of that')
September 19, 1997, commencing at 2:15 p.m., before: 12 A Iam.
S e . 13 Q And you're familiar with that privilege.
:;mnr;\:s;::en: Counsel 14 A I am.
Office of Independent Counsel 15 Q And you have the right to counsel, not to have
1001 Pennsylvanie Avenue, Northuest 16 counsel present in the grand jury room with you, but
washington, D.c. 20004 17 available outside for consultation. You understand that?
18 A Ido.
19  Q And you've got counsel here with you today,
20 correct?
21 A Ido.
22 Q And could you tell us who those {olks.are?
23 A My counsel is William McDaniel and Jo Marsh.
24 And I am also here with Cheryl Mills from the White House
25 legal counsel office.
Page 2 Page 4
1 PROCEEDINGS 1 Q Okay. And she is fairly, high up in the White House
2 Whereupon, 2 Counsel's Office, correct?
3 SIDNEY BLUMENTHAL 3 A Well, I believe she's a deputy legal counsel.
4 was called as a witness and, after having been duly swom by | 4 Q Okay. And if you need to go out and consult with
5 the Foreperson of the Grand Jury, was examined and testified | 5 your counsel or with Ms. Mills, feel free to do so as long as
6 as follows: 6 it doesn't disrupt the grand jury process. So just let us
7 EXAMINATION 7 know and we'll let you go on out. Do you understand?
8 BY MR. WISENBERG: 8 A Ido. Iafipreciate that.
9 Q Would you state your name for the record, please?| 9 Q You understand you are testifying under oath and
10 A My nank is Si Blumenthal. And, for the record, |10 subject to the penalties for perjury.
11 Ilive at* It'snear [11 A Yes.
12 Walter Reed and I've live for a couple of decades and {12 Q That means you can't intentionally and knowingly
13 raised both my boys right there. 13 make a false statement about a material fact. You understand
14 Q And you're the same Sidney Blumenthal who testified {14 that?
15 in front of this grand jury a few months ago, is that 15 A Yes.
16 correct? 16 Q You understand it's a federal crime to do that?
17 A That's correct. 17 A Yes.
18 Q And that's B-l-u-m-e-n-t-h-a-1, correct? 18 Q If there's any question that is inarticulately
19 A Correct. 19 asked, please ask us to rephrase and we'll be happy to
20 Q And first name S-i-d-n-e-y. Is that correct? 20 attempt to do so.
21 A Right Yes. 21 A I'll do that,
22 Q We've met before. My name is Sol Wisenberg. Iam |22 Q And do you have any questions about your rights and
23 a Deputy Independent Counsel with the Office of Independent |23 responsibilities as a grand jury witness before we begin?
24 Counsel. To my right is Jack Bennett, who is also a Deputy {24 A You may proceed.
25 Independent Counsel for the Office of Independent Counsel. |25  Q There's one thing I forgot to mention, which is

Diversificd Reporting Services, Inc. (202) 296-2929
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Page 5
there are various categories of witnesses who appear before a
grand jury. The only formal categories recognized by the
Department of Justice manual 1s target and subject. I'm
giving you the informal definition.

A target is somebody the prosecutor and/or the
grand jury believe there is basically a likelthood that
they could be prosecuted, a putative defendant. Do you
understand that?

A Ido.

Q And a subject would be anybody else, basically
anybody with information within the purview of the grand
jury's investigation. Do you understand that?

A Ido.

Q Within that definitional structure, you are a
subject. Do you understand that?

A Ido.

Q And because that subject category is so broad, a
more informal system has been developed among prosecutors and
defense lawyers of target, subject, witness; target having
the same definition, subject somebody who the grand jury has

Page 7
1 THE WITNESS: Thanks very much.
2 MR. WISENBERG: What I would like you to do is when
3 you come back, knock and then we will -- one of us will op
4 the door for you.
5 THE WITNESS: Good. Thank you.
6 MR. WISENBERG: Okay. And let the record reflect
7 thatitis 2:21 p.m.
8 (The witness was excused to confer with counsel.)
9 MR. WISENBERG: Let the record reflect that the
10 witness has reentered the grand jury room. It's 2:28 p.m.

11 . Madam Foreperson, we have a quorum still?

12 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, we do.

13 MR. WISENBERG: Any unauthorized persons present?
14 THE FOREPERSON: There are none.

15 MR. WISENBERG: Anything else you want to say?
16 THE FOREPERSON: Mr. Blumenthal, you are still
17 under oath.

18 THE WITNESS: Yes. Thank you.

19 BY MR. WISENBERG:

20 Q And the question on the table was what occurs at
21 these 8:30 and 6:45 p.m., these daily meetings?

NN NN DN R e e ke e
N & W N = O O 00 9O

21 questions about their behavior but they're not at target
22 status, and witness is somebody just who comes inand has |22 A Yes. I don't recall invoking executive privilege
23 information within the grand jury's purview. Do you |23 on that question and I wonder if you could read me your
24 understand that? 24 original question on that and my answer.
25 A Ido. 25  Q Okay. Before I do that, let me ask you, right
Page 6 Page »
1  Q Within that category, you are a witness. Do you 1 before you came in for the first time today to testify, we
2 understand that? 2 had a little conversation out in the hallway, that is to say
3 A Ido. 3 myself, an FBI agent and your two attorneys. Is that
4 Q Allright You understand that we can't make a 4 correct?
5 promise that somebody who is a witness or a subject will 5 A Right
6 never be a target. Do you understand that? 6 Q And I mentioned the general -- among other things,
7 A ldo. 7 I mentioned the categories of questions or the types of
8  Q It's just a way of telling you what your status is | 8 questions that last time you were asked and took executive
9 at this point in time. Do you understand that? 9 privilege on. Is that a fair characterization?
10 A Yes. 10 A Iwasn't present at those meetings that you had out
11 Q Nov, any questions abougdyour rights, . ., 11 there.
12 responsibilities or status before we move on? 12 Q No, no. I mean the meeting just right before you
13 A No. 13 came in for the very first time, the one that you were
14 Q Allrightt When you were with us before, we had |14 present in when I was talking with your attorneys and first
15 asked -- you had been talking about daily meetings that |15 asked them about 6(e).

occurred at the White House that you were a part of that
related to the Monica Lewinsky matter and you had said there
were two a day, one at 8:30 am. and one at 6:45 p.m. And
one of the questions that we asked you which you took the
executive privilege on, which you had every right to do so,
was what occurs at these 8:30 and 6:45 p.m., these daily
meetings. So let me ask that question again.

A Okay. I'm going to go consult with my attorney
about that question.

MR. WISENBERG: Sure.

16 A Right
17 Q And then they wanted to know what the questions
18 were that you had been asked before,

19 A Right.
20 Q And I gave the general categories.
21 A Yes.

22 Q Do you recall that?

23 A Yes, Ido.

24 Q Okay. Those being basically statements by or —
25 I'm not quoting myself verbatim, but statements by or

Page 5 - Page 8
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1 information from directly or indirectly the President and| 1 that happening ten, fifteen, five minutes ago?
2 First Lady and what occurred at the daily meetings. Doyou | 2 A Irecall you saying these various areas.
3 recall me saying that out in the hallway? 3 Q Okay. And neither you nor your attorneys said we
4 A Irecall you saying that you would ask that. 4 think you're wrong, he didn't invoke executive privilege on
5 Q Okay. Right. And at least there out in the 5 the daily meetings.
6 hallway you didn't voluntecr or say that you didn't think you | 6 A Well, I don't -- I'm confused, so why don't ] go
7 had taken executive privilege on that. Is that a fair 7 out and discuss this with my attorney and then I can clarify
8 statement? I'm not saying you were required to, but you| 8 it for you?
9 didn't volunteer that information. 9 Q Yes. While you're doing that, I'll discuss your
10 A Idon't quite understand where this is going. 10 request of us or of me about re-reading that portion of your
11 Q Well, no. Just simply that when we had that little |11 transcript.
12 conversation out in the hallway and I mentioned the three 12 A Sure.
13 areas where you had taken executive privilege at the grand 13 Q But the question is basically when I discussed that
14 jury last time, neither you nor your attorney said we don't 14 with you in the presence of your attorneys that neither you
15 think he took it on the daily meetings. Is that a fair 15 nor your attorneys indicated that any of the categories of
16 characterization of what just occurred in the hallway? |16 questions were matters that you did not invoke executive
17 It doesn't mean I'm binding you, but is that what (17 privilege on. That's the only question I've got for you on
18 happened out in the hallway there? 18 that.
19 A Idon't recall invoking executive privilege on 19 A Okay. Good. Well, I'll get you an answer.
20 this. 20 MR. WISENBERG: And give us a knock.
21 Q Okay. Right. But my question was out in the 21 THE WITNESS: Good. I will.
22 hallway when I mentioned the three categories of questions {22 MR. WISENBERG: And we'll open up. -Somebody will.
23 that you had invoked it on last time, neither you nor either 23 THE WITNESS: Good. Thank you.
24 of your attorneys said that's not right, we don't think he |24 MR. BENNETT: For the record, it's 2:35.
25 invoked it on that. 25 (The witness was excused to confer with counsel.)
Page 10 Page 12
1 Is that a fair statement of what happened right 1 MR. WISENBERG: Let the record reflect the witness
2 before you first came into the grand jury here today? 2 has reentered the grand jury room. It's 2:40 p.m.
3 A 1don't understand the relevance of that colloquy | 3 Madam Foreperson, do we have a quorum?
4 out in the hall in terms of these questions under oath. 4 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, sir. We do.
5 Q Are you refusing - 5 MR. WISENBERG: Are there any unauthorized persons
6 A No,no. That may have to do with my lack of legal 6 in the grand jury room?
7 knowledge, but on this question asked under oath, I don't 7 THE FOREPERSON: No, sir. There are not.
8 recall invoking executive privilege. 8 Mr. Blumenthal, you are still under oath,
9 Q No, I understand that and I'm not saying that 9 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
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anything you did or didn't do out in the hallway bound you.
1'm just asking about what just happened in a conversation,
you know, roughly five or ten minutes ago, and neither you
nor either of your attorneys indicated that you didn't think
you had invoked a privilege on that point. Is that a fair
statement?

A We've had our own discussions which are our own
discussions involving lawyer-client privilege about this
matter and in the discussion with you, you simply stated what
you were going to ask. That's what I recall.

Q You don't recall me saying -- after getting your
attorneys to agree that my talking about what you testified
to last time would not be 6(c), then telling your attorneys
in your presence these are basically the questions that I
asked that he invoked executive privilege on and then listing

them by the categories I've just mentioned? You don't recall

bt bt bes b e e
N W - O

MR. WISENBERG: Mr. Blumenthal, while you were
gone, we got a hold of a sheet of paper and a pen so that if
you would like to -- if any of this kind of need to consult
with your attorneys comes up again and it would aid you, you
could write down the questions.

THE WITNESS: Well, I appreciate that.

BY MR. WISENBERG:

Q Let's go back to the question on the table. Are
you prepared to answer that?

A What occurred in the hallway is that my attorney
said how arc we supposed to know whether any given question
was submitted to the court and you replied that's a good
question. And everyonc agreed that we would proceed question
by question and that I would come out and speak to my
attorneys about that.

And so I simply say, again, that I would appreciate

Diversificd Reporting Services, Inc. (202) 296-2929

Page 9 - Page 12



176

In Re: Grand Jury Proccedings Multi-Page ™ June 4, 1998
Page 13 Page 15
1 it if you -- since I don't recall invoking executive i THE FOREPERSON: No, there are no unauthorized
2 privilege on that issue, whether you would read the question | 2 persons in the grand jury room.
3 and my response from the original tesumony. 3 Mr. Blumenthal, you are still under oath.
4 Q And without waiving any of our rights, I'm prepared 4 THE WITNESS: Thank you very much. Okay.
5 to do that, but before I do that, I want to -- I need an 5 BY MR. WISENBERG:
6 answer to my question and I'll rephrase 1t again for you,| 6 Q Are you prepared to answer the question on the
7 which is out in the hallway discussion, and this is obviously | 7 table?
8 not verbatim -- 8 A What I would like to say is that I'm not trying to
9 A Sure. 9 hold anything up here at all and I would like to answer all
10 Q -- but among whatever else, what other things were;j10 the questions that the judge has ruled I must answer.
11 discussed, did I after getting an agreement that it wasn't |11 The problem at the moment is that we don't know
12 considered a 6(¢) problem basically tell your attorneys in 12 what they are, so I would greatly appreciate it if you would
13 your presence the areas in which you had invoked executive {13 read the question that you submitted to the judge and she
14 privilege previously, those areas being information, 14 ruled on. And if you don't want to do that, I suggest my
15 discussion, direct or indirect, with the President and First 15 lawyers would like to take this matter up with the judge
16 Lady about Monica Lewinsky and what occurred at the daily |16 and that in that case you can ask me about areas which I have
17 meetings at the White House and that neither you nor the two |17 no doubts whatsoever that they were covered by the ruling
18 attorneys said anything to indicate that you had not invoked |18 such as my conversations with the President and the First
19 executive privilege in any of those categories? 19 Lady. v
20 A Well, I just replied that what my attorney had said [20 Q Well, before we get to that and whether or not I'm
21 was that he had no way of knowing whether that was a |21 going to honor that request, I think I mentioned to you that
22 question. I didn't speak during this discussion, as you (22 without waiving any rights on our-part that 1'm going to - I
23 recall. He said he had no way of knowing whether that was a (23 will read you enough of your transcript to let you know
24 question that had been submitted to the court and decided by {24 whether or not you invoked the privilege, my question to you
25 the court and you said that was a good question. 25 is -- and let me just also before I go back to that question
Page 14 Page 1o
1 Q Right. Butin addition to what you have just 1 state that this is not a proceeding -- let me inform you this
2 said -- well, let me say that in addition to what you have| 2 is not a proceeding in which we are only allowed to ask you
3 just said, did I make the statement as I've just indicated | 3 the matters that we asked you and you invoked executive
4 and which apparently you have written down, and so that's the 4 privilege on last time.
5 question I want answered, did I list the three categories as 5 For instance, if I ask you a question that has
6 I've just restated as the ones where you declined to answer 6 nothing to do directly with what I asked you last time and to
7 based on executive privilege and then did you -- is it true 7 answer it oa your part would not involve having to invoke any
8 that nobody, neither you nor your two attorneys, said 8 privilege, you would have to answer that question. Do you
9 anything to indicate that you had not? 9 understand what I've just said to you?
10 It's just a relatively simple question, did that 10 A 1 understand perfectly.
11 happen or did it not happen? I don't know of anything that |11 Q So now my question to you is the hallway question,
12 would allow you not to answer it, but if you —~ do you need |12 the last question I asked you that caused you to go out and
13 to talk to them about that? 13 talk with your attorneys the last time, are you prepared to
14 A IthinkIdo. I'll be happy to put your words to 14 answer that question?
15 them. And I'll be back very briefly. 15 A The question about the hallway?
16 MR. WISENBERG: Okay. 16 Q About the hallway conversation that I asked you and
17 THE WITNESS: Thank you. 17 that you wrote down.
18 MR. WISENBERG: And it's 2:44, 16 'til three. 18 A Yes, I'll answer that question. That question, the
19 (The witness was excused to confer with counsel.) (19 answer is that my attorney said that he didn't know what
20 MR. WISENBERG: All right. The witness has 20 areas were covered by executive privilege. You said that was
21 reentered the grand jury room. It's 3:02 p.m. 21 agood question and you and he agreed that I would come ou*
22 Madam Foreperson, do we have a quorum? 22 on a question-by-question basis. That is how I recall that
23 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, we do have a quorum. 23 conversation.
24 MR. WISENBERG: Are any unauthorized persons |24  Q Okay. So you do not recall, then, that I
25 present in the grand jury room? 25 identified for you the categories that you invoked the
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1 executive privilege on generally, in effect, statements or | | this. You recall when you appeared here the last time? Is
2 information directly or indirectly from the President and| 2 that correct?
3 First Lady and what discussions were had at the daily 3 A Irecall appearing here last time.
4 meetings? That's the first part of my question. And, number | 4  Q Okay. You recall -- and not suggestng that there
5 two, you do not recall or deny that in response to that S was anything wrong with this, you recall tha: when you did so
6 nobody said anything -- questioning whether or not you | 6 you made several trips out to discuss our questions or to
7 invoked executive privilege. So it that you don't recall | 7 discuss whatever with your attorneys?
8 that I made statements to that effect and that nobody 8 A Correct.
9 contracted them -- 9  Q When you did that, was one of your p:rposes when
10 AI-- 10 you went out to create -- and, again, not suggesting that
11 Q Let me finish. 11 there's in and of itself anything wrong with this, but was
12 A Yes. 12 one of the things you did when you went out so frequently to
13 Q Or that you deny that that happened? 13 create, as it were, a shadow transcript of the questions
14 A Idon'trecall. I'm not a lawyer, there was a lot |14 being asked in the grand jury?
15 of legal talk. 15 A I'wentout to seck the advice of my attorney.
16 Q Okay. So you don't recall that I asked what I've {16 Q Was one of your purposes, aside from what you
17 just stated or that there was no response contradicting it. {17 shared with your attorney, was one of your purposes to create
18 1 just want to make sure we have it right. 18 or help to create -- and, again, not suggesting there's
19 A Idon'trecall 19 anything improper about this, a shadow transcript, if you
20 Q Allright. Now, let me ask you -- let me without 120 will, of what was going on, questions and answers in the
21 waiving anything read to you from a portion of your 21 grand jury?
22 transcript, your transcript from your last grand jury 22 A I'm going to have to consult my attorney about that
23 appearance on 2/26/98. 1'm reading this in my munisterial 23 question.
24 capacity. 24 MR. WISENBERG: Okay.
25 The question is from Mr. Bittman: "Are there any |25 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
Page 18 Page 20
1 meetings that you attend that are a subset of the people that 1 MR. WISENBERG: Let the record reflect that it is
2 you just listed? That is, a smaller group.” 2 3:09 p.m. And if you would just knock.before you reeater.
3 "Answer: "There are no regular meetings." 3 THE WITNESS: I will,
4 "Question: No regular meetings? What occurs at | 4 MR. WISENBERG: Knock and wait for me to open the
5 these 8:30 and 6:45 p.m., these daily meetings?" 5 door.
6 "Answer: I can't discuss that." 6 THE WITNESS: Yes.
7 "Question: Why can't you discuss it?" 7 (The witness was excused to confer with counsel.)
8 *Answer: I've been advised by White House counsel | 8 MR. WISENBERG: Let the record reflect that it's
9 that that's covered." 9 3:20 p.m. and the witness bas reentered the grand jury room.
10 "Question: Do you know by what it is covered, what {10 Madam Foreperson, do we have a quorum?
11 privilege?"" 11 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, we do.
12 "Answer: Executive privilege." 12 MR. WISENBERG: Are any unauthorized persons
13 "Question: Executive privilege. These-twice 13 present in the grand jury room?
14 daily meetings at 8:30 and 6:45, would it be fair to 14 THE FOREPERSON: No, there are not.
15 say that the content that is the subject matter of the 15 Mr. Blumenthal, you are still-under-oath.
16 meetings exclusively relates or refers to the Monica Lewinsky {16 THE WITNESS: Thank you. I understand.
17 matter?" 17 MR. WISENBERG: Shall we have the answer to the
18 "Answer: Yes." 18 last question?
19 So without waiving any of our rights, there is the |19 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, please.
20 portion of the grand jury transcript where executive 20 BY MR. WISENBERG:
21 privilege was invoked in order to -- which did notallowus {21  Q Are you prepared to answer my last question?
22 to go into what was discussed at those meetings other than 22 A If you could restate it, please?
23 the general subject matter. 23 Q Basically, is one of the things you were doing the
24 So before, then, I repeat the question that we 24 last time you were here at the grand jury, we talked about
25 started with today when you first came in, let me ask you 25 how you went out very frequently for discussions with your
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1 attorneys, but was one of your purposes in going out to | 1 THE FOREPERSON: No, there are not.
2 create a shadow transcript, alternate transcript, if you 2 Mr. Blumenthal, you are still under oath.
3 will, of questions and answers, questions and/or answers, in | 3 THE WITNESS: Yes. Thank you.
4 front of the grand jury? 4 BY MR. WISENBERG:
S A No. That was not my purpose. My purpose was to 5 Q Let'ssee. Ithink we had a question on the table.
6 seek the advice of counsel because I had to know when I could 6 Are you prepared to answer that?
7 invoke a privilege that was not a privilege that belonged to 7 A Yes, I'm prepared to answer a question that the
8 me, it belongs to the President. 8 judge has ruled on.
9  Q Then irrespective of your purpose, was one of the | 9 Q Okay. But I think we had a question which was was
10 effects of your going out so frequently that a shadow 10 one of the effects of your going out so frequently last
11 transcript or partial shadow or alternate transcript was (11 time -- I think this is on the table -- was one of the
12 created? 12 effects after having gone out so frequently last time that an
13 A I saw my lawyer take notes. You know, I'm prepared |[13 alternative --
14 to answer the question that the judge ruled on fully and I'd |14 A I've answered that question, I believe.
15 like very much to do that. 15 Q Okay. Which is? Well, we'll let the record stand
16 Q Okay. But the question right now is -- and I 16 asitis. And let's get --
17 understand you're saying you saw your lawyer take notes, but |17 Did you want to say something, Mr. Bennett?
18 my question for you is was one of the effects -- you said it |18 MR. BENNETT: Idid want to say --
19 wasn't your purpose, but was one of the effects, to your |19 Mr. Blumenthal, during the discussion about what
20 knowledge, of going out so frequently that an alternate or 20 was said in the hallway with Mr. Wisenberg, myself and your
21 shadow transcript was created of questions and/or answers in |21 attorneys, you seemed to have had the impression that we had
22 front of the grand jury? 22 agreed that it would be appropriate for you to go out after
23 A It may have been. Ihaven't seen it. 23 every question. We did not agree to that.
24  Q Have you heard it? 24 Our conversations with your attorneys were along
25 A No. 25 the lines that if you needed to talk to your attorney, yor
Page 22 Page 24
1 MR. WISENBERG: Is it time for our break? 1 could go out as necessary. So I wanted to correct that.
2 THE FOREPERSON: Yes. It certainly is. 2 You seem to have suggested that we had acquiesced
3 MR. WISENBERG: Okay. And when shall we regroup? | 3 in some arrangement whereby you would go out every time.
4 THE FOREPERSON: In ten minutes. 4 That is not our view and we did not enter that. I wanted to
5 A JUROR: Was there something, Mr. Bennett, that | 5 state that for the record.
6 you were going to put on the record? 6 MR. WISENBERG: Let me just be explicit in that,
7 MR. BENNETT: I think we'll do that when we come| 7 which is that irrespective of what you understood about any
8 back. 8 hallway conversations, that the rule is, the rule we're
9 A JUROR: Isee, 9 operating under is that you are free to consult with your
10 MR. BENNETT: Thank you for the reminder. 10 attorney to the extent that it doesn't disrupt the grand jury
1 THE FOREPERSON: Ten minutes. 11 process.
12 MR. WISENBERG: Okay. And we will come get you at |12 You should not interpret anything we say as
13 about 3:33. 13 acquiescence in your going out after every question or saying
14 THE WITNESS: Thanks. 14 it's okay if you go out every question,
15 MR. WISENBERG: May the witness be excused? 15 We're operating under the generat-rule-that if you
16 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, he may be excused. 16 need to consult with your attorneys you can so long as it
17 THE WITNESS: Thank you. 17 doesn't disrupt the grand jury process. '
18 (Witness excused. Witness recalled.) 18 THE WITNESS: Iintend to be as cooperative as I
19 MR. WISENBERG: We've just returned from a break. 19 can and I have no intention of disrupting the grand jury.
20 It's 3:37 p.m. Let the record reflect the witness has 20 MR. WISENBERG: All right. Let's go back, then, to
21 reentered the grand jury room. 21 the question I think I more or less started with today, which .
22 Madam Foreperson, do we have a quorum? 22 was the daily meetings, 8:30 a.m. and 6:45 p.m., at least as
23 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, we do. 23 you described them as such on February 26, 1998.
24 MR. WISENBERG: Are there any unauthorized persons |24 BY MR. WISENBERG:
25 in the grand jury room? 25 Q We know about the general subject matter, but tell
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us basically what occurs, what kinds of things, let’s start Q Still twice a day at a_bout 8:30 and 6:457

with what kinds of things were discussed.

A We discussed the policy, political, legal and media
impact of the so-called scandals on the administration and
how to deal with them in terms of the media.

Q All right. The impact, did I understand you?

A Yes.

Q Now, you said of the scandals. Does that mean that
sometimes things other than the Lewinsky matter are
discussed?

A Yes.

Q And what are some of those things? What other
scandals were discussed?

A Well, the other matters that we have discussed bave
ranged from the Paula Jones trial to our China policy.

- Q Okay. Now,:you gave a list last time of the people
who tended to attend these mectings and looking through it, I
notice that you had a group of people from the -- we'll get
into their names later, but a group of people from the
counsel's office, some folks who I guess you'd characterize
it as -- you mentioped in the counsel's office Ms. Mills,
Mr. Ruff, Mr. Lanny Breuer, Mr. Bruce Lindsey, Mr. Jim
Kennedy would attend these meetings. Senior advisors would
be another category. Let me just say that these categories
is my phraseology.
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A Yes.

Q Is the content -- and I'm going to confine
this question to the Lewinsky matter, the Lewinsky
imvestigation, is the content of witness or lawyer
debriefing ever discussed? And I'll define that a
little further. Any debriefing that anybody has had
with a witness in the Lewinsky investigation or that
witness' lawyer. Is any such briefing/debriefing and
the content of any such briefing or debriefing ever
discussed at these meetings?

12 A Not to my knowledge.

13 Q And that would mean it hasn't been discussed when
14 you were there?

15 A Ihaven't heard it. Iwould say no.

16 Q Allright. And no one who has been at such a
17 meeting has said, "Gosh, Sidney, you really missed a great

discussion and it was about the debriefing of Mr. X."

A No. Never happened.

Q All right. But I take it if there. are newspaper
articles, for example, about what a witness purportedly said,
then that could very well be discusséd.

A Potentially.

Q Do you recall that ever being discussed, a media --
or something in the media, either newspaper or television or

!

Page 26
Senior advisors, you mentioned -~ Mr. Lindsey could
be that, too, Mr. Emanuel, Mr, Podesta, Mr. Begala, of course
yourself. And then there's some press people. You mentioned
Mike McCurry and Joe Lockhart. And you also mentioned
somebody from Legislative Affairs, I think, named Don
Goldberg.

A Correct.

Q But three main categories based on the names you
gave last time: people from the counsel's office, senior
advisors and press people. Is that a fair characterization
of the people in attendance?

A That's one way of arranging the categories.

Q And is there -- is it fair to say that there is
sharing of information among the people at the meetings?

A There's sharing knowledge of the day's events and
our views on them at these meetings.

Q And how would you define or characterize "day's
events"?

A Whatever is in the media.

Q Okay. All right. What else? Does it ever include
things that aren't in the media?

A Everything is.responsive to what's in the media.

Q Are the meetings as you described them in late
February still going on?
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radio, a report about what a particular witness said, either
to investigators or the grand jury, do you recall that ever
being discussed?

A Well, I recall, for example, when Vernon Jordan
would come out of the grand jury, people would remark on his
remarks outside.

Q All right.

A And what impact that may or may not have, for
example.

Q Okay. Now, as I understand it, from what you
testified, it's media-generated discussions or discussions
based on what's in the media.

A Yes,

Q Now, what do you mean by impact? You say we
discuss the impact that has. Tell us-what you-mean by that. -

A Well, how the stories are playing out and whether
they're positive or negative and how they impact on - you
18 know, characterizing the President or the administration.
19  Q So would it be fair to say that part of the ‘

20 discussion has to do with how is this affecting bow we're

21 doing in the press?

22 A Right.

23  Q Okay. Now, is also part-of the discussion — you
24 mentioned -- I think you mentioned legal and political. Is
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A Yes.

N
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25 part of the discussion any legal impact of anything that's
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1 been reported in the media? 1 for press purposes based upon what's in the media. Is that a 1
> A Sure. We'll discuss legal issues as well. 2 fair statement?
3 Q Okay. And give us an example of that. 3 A Rught
4 A For example, there was a discussion of Stuart 4 Q Now, what other reason are the people from the
S Taylor when he was approached by the Independent Council and 5 counsel's office there? Ms. Mills, Mr. Ruff, Lanny Breuer,
6 offered a job, which he tumed down, and we would discuss 6 Bruce Lindsey. Jim Kennedy. You've said they explain legal
7 that. 7 matters to the non-lawyers.
8 Q Okay. Now, would you discuss what, if anything -- 8 A Rught
9 let's take the Taylor example, just as an example, you would | 9 Q And maybe sometimes to the lawyers, too, but what
10 discuss what, if anything, you might want to do about that. |10 other reasons are they there?
11 Would that be a fair statement? 11 A. That's the reason they're there.
12 A Inthat case, I don't think we discussed that at 12 Q Okay. How often do you have that many there? You
13 all. But there might be, you know, other incidents that {13 mentioned Mills, Ruff, Breuer, Lindsey, Jim Kennedy.
14 arise. 14 A Often.
15  Q Where you would discuss not only that this happened [15 Q Okay. Have you ever discussed - to your
16 today, but here's what we think we should do about it, either |16 knowledge, do you ever remember discussing Ashley Raines at
17 in terms of press, let's say for one in terms of press 17 the meeting?
18 policy? 18 A No.
19 A In terms of press policy and what those who are |19  Q Bayani Nelvis? Do you remember any discussions
20 representing the administration or the administration’'s |20 about Bayani Nelvis?
21 position might say about it. 21 A Yes. Irecall discussions about the Wall Strect
22 Q Okay. And what about -- again, when you say legal |22 Journal article about him.
23 impact, what would be an example of discussing the legal 23 Q Okay. And tell us about that.
24 impact? You've got folks from the counsel's office there, 24 A Ididn't play much of a role in that. Jim Kennedy,
25 what would be an example of discussing something’s legal |25 as I recall, mainly dealt with the Journal reporter. The
Page 30 Page 3.
1 impact? 1 reporters would call principally Jim Kennedy and ask him
2 A Well, for example, take today. I'm not at the 2 questions and Kennedy would raise the questions that were
3 mescting, but I'm sure we'll have a meeting this evening about | 3 being asked by the reporters who were doing the story, you
4 the denial of cert today of the Independent Counsel in two 4 know, about — you know, principally what they were going to
S matters. And we will discuss exactly what McCurry might say 5 write and, you knew,- how we might deal with it and when-to
6 in his briefing or Lockhart and we'll discuss what questions | 6 anticipate a story. That's what we would discuss.
7 Jim Kennedy is getting from the press and we will discuss who 7 Q And I understand that Kennedy might have been the
8 is going out on the talk shows and the news programs and what 8 main person on that, but what do you remember about the
9 they're saying. That's what we'll discuss. 9 discussion at the meeting? Now, what I'm focusing on is the
10  Q Is one of the reasons that the people from the 10 meetings. I understand they're about press policy, but what
11 counsel's office are there to educate the group about legal 11 do you remember the discussion being about Bayani Nelvis?
12 consequences or legal understandings of events that have[12 A Well, I just recall that his lawyer had denied
13 happened? 13 that -- and I could be getting this wrong because my memory
14 A Right. The legal counsel represents the interests {14 is often faulty about all these details, there's been so much
15 of the President legally and there are many of us who are not {15 of it, his lawyer had-denied that he had scen anything
16 lawyers and so we're unfamiliar with all of the details of 16 untoward and that's what I recall. So the question was, you
17 the law. 17 know, that's a fact that ought to be called to people's
18  Q Is it fair to say that the primary reason for these |18 attention. That sort of thing.
19 meetings is to discuss press policy? 19 Q Okay. There was some kind of a report in the
20 A Yes. 20 journal about what Mr. Nelvis was purportedly telling
21  Q Allright. Because you had earlier said it's media |21 somebody?.
22 generated, your agenda, you would say, is directed - that 22 A Right
23 your agenda is kind of set by what's in the media. 23 Q And his lawyer had denied-it?
24 A Mm-hmm. 24 A Correct.
25 Q As I understand it now, it's more or less planning |25 BY MR. BENNETT:
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1 Q I thought it had to do with what he had purportedly 1 question clearer -- you know, basically individuals on e
2 testified to in grand jury. 2 grand jury --
3 A It -- I'm unsure, but his lJawyer had said something| 3 A Oh, no. No. No.
4 about -- had characterized what he knew and it was -- his 4 Q Demographic makeup, anything like that.
5 lawyer scemed to say that there was nothing wrong thathe had| 5 A I don't recall that.
6 witnessed. But that's the kind of material. 6 Q All nght. Saying or hearing anything about it at
7 BY MR. WISENBERG: 7 a meeting?
8 Q Tell me about the role of the advisor types there 8 A No.
S as I've described them, yourself, | think I mentioned, based 9 Q Atone of these two meetings?
10 on what you mentioned last time, Mr. Emanuel], Mr. Podesta, {10 A No.
11 Mr. Begala and yourself. 11 Q Daily meetings?
12 A Well, Mr. Podesta is a lawyer. He teaches at 12 A No.
13 Georgetown. 13 Q Don Goldberg, Legislative Affairs?
14 Q Buihe's not in the counsel's office. i4 A Right
15 A He's not in the counsel's office. 15 Q Does his title explain his role?
16 Q He's Deputy:Chief of Staff, 16 A Yes. Soitwould be how is the House reacting,
17 A But he also has a legal understanding, so he offers {17 what are the House members domg, what is this particular
18 some legal expertise as well. And Paul Begala, Rahm Emanuel, 18 House leader doing, what is Senator X interested in about
19 myself, offer political and policy and media advice, as does |19 this, how are they responding. ’
20 Mike McCurry and Joe Lockhart, 20 Q There is no -- again, with these counsel's office
21 Q Iwant to just make sure T understand you 21 folks, there is no sharing of information -- well, you've
22 correctly. These White House counsel people have never 22 said they're not talking about debriefings. Is there any
23 discussed in any way, shape or form other than if it's in a 23 sharing of information by them beyond discussing legal
24 newspaper report information obtained through a debriefing of |24 matters, here's what happened today, here's what it means?
25 lawyers or witnesses. 25 A Youmean giving their legal assessment of the day's
Page 34 Page 36
1 A Correct. I have never heard it. 1 events? That's what they do.
2 Q Okay. And no one has ever told you that it 2 Q Okay. But there's ggrsha_n_r_w of information by
3 happened either? 3 them, factual information? Ihad a discrete category which
4 A And no one has ever told me. 4 is debriefing of witnesses or lawyers.
5 Q Okay. Any discussion at the meeting about the 5 A Do you mean something like, you know, something
6 grand jury itself? Makeup, character of the grand jury, | 6 that's sealed by the court? That kind of information? I
7 anything like that? - At any of these meetings. 7 don't --
8 A None that I've heard. 8 Q No, just any kind of factual information.
9  Q And did anybody tell you that that was discussed at 9 A Well, whatever is public information, they'll
10 one of the meetings that you might have missed? 10 share.
11 A No. I've discussed the grand jury with, you know,[1t  Q All right. And give an example of that.
iz people by saying — people ask and the pressask me whatis 112 A Well, could be a letter that David Kendall has
13 it like and I'Hl describe it physically. 13 written that's been released publicly. They'll share that.
14  Q The experience of -- 14 Or any sort of brief that's public.
15 A Yes, the experience of being in a grand jury. 15  Q Okay. You mentioned when you swere here last time,
16 Q Allright 16 you mentioned when you were bere last time, we had some
17" A Peopie are very interested. There have been a 17 questions and you had some answers.about TR 2nd
18 number of articles about it. 18 GHENEIR, certain things in the public record that you were
19 Q Allright Let me be a little more specific, then, |19 aware and passed on. Has any.of that been discussed at these
20 which is was -- and you're not saying you've discussed it in [20 meetings?
21 the meetings or just in general you've discussed it? 21 A Idon'trecallit. Idon't believe it was.
22 A Ingeneral 22 Q Okay. And, as I understand it, the media people
23 Q Allnight. 23 there, McCurry and Lockhart, would be in addition to carrying
2¢ A I've discussed it with reporters. 24 out the orders or suggestions of others there, they also have
25  Q I was more interested in -- and I'll make my 25 their own input about media?
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1 A Everyone has their own input and their own ) THE FOREPERSON: Mr. Blumenthal, you are still
2 opinions. 2 under oath.
3 Q Let me preface my next series of questions about | 3 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
4 these meetings by asking you -- by defining leak for youasI | 4 BY MR. WISENBERG:
S want to use it here. I'm going to be talking about -- asking 5 Q Are you prepared to answer that last question?
¢ a few questions about grand jury leaks. 6 A Yes, if you could restate it for me, I would
7 A Mm-hmm. 7 appreciate it.
8 Q And ]I think we might have partially gone through | 8  Q I was afraid you'd ask me that. The question is at
9 this before, but the -- I think as you know, a witness who 9 the mectings that we've been discussing, has there ever been
10 appears in front of a grand jury is not bound by an oath of 10 a decision made to leak either grand jury testimony or the
11 secrecy. Do you understand that? 11 substance of grand jury testimony of a witness or of what the
12 A I understand that. 12 witness has told to OIC investigators?
13 Q So just as an example, you could go out and talk to 13 A There's never been a discussion of any witness
14 a reporter about your grand jury testimony and it could be 14 testimony in these meetings.
15 characterized as a leak but in no way unethical or improper. |15 Q Okay. How about what witnesses have told the o1C?
16 Do you understand? 16 That is to say not testimony, but what they've told
17 A That's my understanding. 17 investigators of the OIC?
18 Q Okay. So when I use the term leak, I'm going to |18 A There's been no discussion of that.
19 use it to be all encompassing, In other words, to include|19  Q Okay. And has there been no discussion of leaking
20 that scenario but also depending on the question it could {20 that information? That is to say, without going into -- as |
21 include an improper leak, which would be like from a |21 understand your answer, you're saying in effect we've never
22 prosecutor at a grand jury. Do you understand? 22 had any substantive discussions of what witnegses have said,
23 A Mm-hmm. 23 but now I'm asking something slightly different.
24  Q Okay. That's a yes? 24 A If you're asking a procedural question, there's
25 A Yes. 25 never been a discussion about that.
Page 38 Page 4u
1 Q Okay. Hasmcreeverbeenakcisioninoncof 1 Q Okay. And while we're at it, while we're on
2 these mectings to leak anything? I'll start with that 2 this general topic, I think last time when you were here
3 general question. 3 Mr. Bittman asked you whether or not there were ever
4 A Isee. Well, let me, if I could, consult with my 4 meetings that were a subset of this group and your answer
5 lawyer about that question. 5 was that there were no regular meetings, so let me ask you,
6 Q Let me try to narrow it before we do that. 6 are there other meetings from time to time, whether they're
7 A Yes, please. That would be belpful. 7 regular or not, of a subset of the people in these larger
8 Q Has there ever been a decision at one of these 8 meetings.
9 meetings to -~ and, again, not implying that in and of itself 9 A There are no regular meetings at all. The people
10 there would be anything wrong about it, has there ever been a {10 work in the White House in a very small physical environment
11 decision at any one of these meetings to leak any information |11 and we see each other all day, so like everybody else who
12 that a witness told either the grand jury or OIC 12 works together, we'll discuss what's going on during the day,
13 investigators? 13 but these aren't meetings. “There are separate meetings on
14 A Okay. Iwill be back very promptly. 14 China policy right now and those involve the National
15 MR. WISENBERG: Okay. 15 Security Council, members-of the National Security-Council.
16 THE WITNESS: All right. Thank you. 16 Q We're not interested in that. I'm not mtermted
17 MR. BENNETT: And it is 4:03 p.m. 17 in that,
18 {The witness was excused to confer with counsei.) {18 A And I atiend many of those meeiings.
19 MR. WISENBERG: Let the record reflect the witness|19  Q So, for example, getting back to your last answer
20 has reentered the grand jury room. 20 before you went into the China business, there could be
21 Madam Foreperson, do we have a quorum? 21 informal meetings, hallway meetings, that kind of stuff that
22 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, we do. 22 goon?
23 MR. WISENBERG: Any unauthorized people here? {23 A Passing conversations.
24 THE FOREPERSON: No, sir. There are not. 24  Q Allright. Well, then let me go back and ask you
25 MR. WISENBERG: It's 4:09 p.m. 25 the question that I asked you before about the larger -- the
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1 twice a day meetings and say have you ever baen a party to or | 1 associated with them in some fashion, and I'll throw in
2 a listener to any conversation, whether it be firsthand or | 2 Mr. Kantor in that, too, that they are not there. They are
3 thirdhand, whatever, where the content of witness or lawyer 3 not personally present at the meeting.
4 debriefing as I've defined it was discussed? 4 A Right
5 A No. 5 Q Okay. And they're not there -- are they there --
6 Q Nobody has ever come to you and said, other than | 6 they're not on the other side of a door or around the hallway
7 discussion of a newspaper article, no one has ever come to 7 or anything like that.
8 you and said "This is what X's lawyer said she told 8 A No. No. And they're not on the phone, either.
9 investigators or the grand jury"? 9  Q Okay. Not -- because there had been a question
10 A No. Never. 10 about conference call, they could be on the phone and not
11 Q Nothing like that at all? 11 being involved in a conference call, but you're telling us
12 A Never. 12 they're not on the phone either at these meetings.
13 Q Okay. Other than these twicg-a-day meetings you've |13 A You mean at the regular 8:30 and 6:45?
14 discussed and the informal meetings among this advisory 14 Q Right
15 group, and I'm excluding right now the President and the 15 A No.
16 First Lady, are there any other groups that discuss the |16  Q No, they are not at the meetings on the phone,
17 Lewinsky matter? Any mectings where the Lewinsky matter is 17 correct? No, they are not on the phone? I just want to make
18 discussed? 18 it clear for the record. :
19 A No. As asubject? No. 19 A They are not at the regular twice-a-day meetings.
20 Q Does the First Lady ever attend these twice-a-day |20 No, they are not.
21 mectings? 21 Q Has a memo sent in fall of '96, a memo from John
22 A Never. 22 Hilley to Evelyn Lieberman that concerns among other things
23  Q Does the President ever attend the twice-a-day 23 Monica Lewinsky, has that ever been discussed either at these
24 meetings? 24 meetings or in any other meeting you've had with anybody?
25 A Never. 25 A No.
Page 42 Page 44
1 Q Do you ever get information at the meeting about | 1 Q Has the issue of WAVES records ever been discussed
2 what the President or First Lady's wishes are? As an 2 in your presence, either at the two main meetings or any
3 example, would somebody ever say "The President wants this | 3 other meetings, other than in the context of commenting on a
4 done," "The First Lady wants this done"? 4 pews article that might involve WAVES records?
5 A No. There's never any specific request that'sever| 5 A The press demanded of the administration the
6 been made brought up at these meetings involving the 6 release of the WAVE records and the-legal counsel office
7 President and the First Lady. 7 decided against it and we discussed only press strategy about
8 Q Okay. But that would be -- okay. A request. 8 that decision.
9 Because my example was they want this done. 9 Q Have you ever discussed -- there have been press
10 A No. Or an order. 10 reports about 37 — allegedly 37 visits by Ms. Lewinsky to
11 Q Okay. How about just a statement about what their 11 the White House since she left, the period after she left the
12 position is on a particuiar matter at these two-a-days? |12 White House. Was that ever discussed at these meetings or
13 A No. They don't -- their opinion on these questions|13 any other meetings?
14 of press management has never been raised in these meetings. 114 A No.
15 Q Okay. How about not necessarily their opinions on 15 Q Have you ever discussed with anybody. a letter from
16 press management but their opinions on anything that might |16 GRS to Judge Starr?
17 impact the press management decisions that you're making at |17 A No, I don't know who (il Riggiilimis. Never heard
18 the meetings? 18 of her and 1've never heard that letter discussed.
19 A It's never been brought up. It's, as we say, below [19  Q I want to go into a different category now and I
20 their pay grade. 20 want to talk about two topics that are related. The first
21  Q Okay. Retail rather than wholesale? 21 has to do with — I'm just going to set them out for you
22 A It's just — they're not involved in that. 22 first.
23 Q You mentioned last time that attorneys for the 23 What information, directly or indirectly, you've
24 president, and I'm not talking about White House counsel, I'mj24 received from the President relating or referring to Monica
25 taiking about either Mr. Kendali or Mr. Bennett or peopie 25 Lewinsky? And this has to do with categories last time that
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1 we had the invocation of executive privilege on. ! as a personal liaison between the President and the Office of
2 And then you were mentioning last time an 2 the Prime Minister. And he was visiting the week follow:zg
3 approximately 30-minute discussion you bad with the President 3 the state of the union, so I had enormous responsibilities 2
4 regarding Ms. Lewinsky or the Lewinsky matter that you had | 4 that period.
5 within a week of the storv hitting The Post on Wednesday, s I was in my office and the President asked me to
6 January 21st. And I want to ask you everything you remember 6 come to the Oval Office. I was seeing him frequently in ==is
7 about that discussion with the President. 7 period about the state of the union and Blair's visit. So I
8 A Okay. I'd like to consult with my lawyer before I | 8 went up to the Oval Office and I began the discussion anc I
9 answer that. ¢ said that | had received -- that I had spoken to the First
10 MR. WISENBERG: You bet. 10 Lady that day in the afternoon about the story that had broke
11 THE WITNESS: Okay? 11 in the morning and I related to the President my conversztion
12 MR. WISENBERG: Yes. 12 with the First Lady and the conversation went as foliows:
13 MR. BENNETT: And it's 4:20 p.m. 13 The First Lady said that she was distressed that
14 THE WITNESS: 1will be back promptly. 14 the President was being attacked, in her view, for political
15 (The witness was excused to confer with counsel.) 15 motives, for his ministry of a troubled person. She said
16 MR. WISENBERG: Let the record reflect the witness|16 that the President ministers to troubled people all the time,
17 has reentered the grand jury room. Itis 4:25 p.m. 17 that he has ministered to -- and he does so out of religious
18 Do we have a quorum, Madam Foreperson? 18 conviction and personal temperament. She said to me on that
19 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, we do. 19 occasion, "If you knew his mother, you would understand it."
20 MR. WISENBERG: Any unauthorized people present? 20 As a matter of fact, | did know his mother and once
21 THE FOREPERSON: No, sir. There are not. 21 spent a whole day with her in Arkansas as a reporter and I do
22 Mr. Blumenthal, you are still under oath, 22 understand it. She was a very open-hearted person.
23 THE WITNESS: Yes. Thank you. 23 And the First Lady said he had done this dozens if
24 BY MR. WISENBERG: 24 not hundreds of times with people, the President came from a
25  Q Okay. Are you prepared to answer our question {25 broken home and this was very bard to prevent him from trying
Page 46 Page 4»
1 that's on the table? 1 to minster to these troubled people.
2 A Iam. Iwonder if you could just restate it, 2 So I related that conversation to the President.
3 please? V 3 And I told him my opinion because it is my duty to offer him
4  Q Iprobably can't restate it verbatim. 4 candid and frank advice. And I said to him that I understand
5 A That's quite all right. 5 that you feel this way, but --
6 Q But what we want to know initially is everything | 6 Q Feel what way?
7 you remember about this —- as I understand fromyour | 7 A That you want to minister to troubled people, that
8 testimony last time, it was approximately a 30-minute meeting] 8 you fecl compassionate, but that part of the problem with
9 with the President within a week after the January 21st | 9 troubled people is that they're very troubled and you were
10 Washington Post story which brokcmthclegmmatepmsthc 10 able to do this before and I know you've done this since with
11 Lewinsky story. 11 many people — and I know of these incidents, I know of —
12 So our question is tell us everything you remember 12 and they're not done for publicity at all.
13 about the circumstances and the content -- the circumstances |13 I know of a woman in Arkansas who claims he saved
14 of the meeting and the content of the discussions in the |14 her from suicide by helping her out. I said, "However,
15 meeting. 15 you're president-and these troubled people-can-just -get you
16 A I'm happy to do so. Irecall that it was January |16 in incredible messes and you just - I know you don't want
17 21st, the day that the story broke. Irecalled that more |17 to, but you have to cut yourself off from them." '
i8 precisely afier you had asked me the initial question. It |i8 And he said, "It's very difficult for me to do
19 was in the early evening. It was a week before the state of |19 that, given how I am. I want to help people.”
20 the union address, 20 I said the he really shouldn't -- "You really need
21 I was a principal writer of the state of the union (21 to not do that at this point, that you can't get near anybody
22 and was working on that at the same time that I was working {22 who is even remotely crazy. You're president."
23 on the visit of British Prime Minister Tony Blair, for which {23 He said to me that - Dick Morris had called him.
24 I had major responsibilities. He's an old friend of mine, 1 24 Now, I know Dick Morris, the political consultant who had
25 introduced him to the President and the First Lady, and I act {25 helped the administration in the reelection campaign and I -
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1 know Dxck Morris very well, so the President and have [ have | 1 A ltis.
2 discussed Dick Morris in the past. 2 Q On that day?
3 He said Dick Morris had called him that day and he 3 A lItis,
4 said that Dick had told him that Nixon -- he had read the| 4 MR. WISENBERG: We obviously will have a lot of
5 newspaper and he said, "You know, Nixon could have survived 5 follow-up questions based upon that. I'm going to ask you if
6 Watergate if he had gone on television and given an address 6 you'll step outside for just a moment or two so I can discuss
7 and said everything he had done wrong and got it all out in 7 scheduling issues with the grand jury.
8 the beginning." 8 May the witness be excused?
9 And I said to the President, "What have you done | 9 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, he may.
10 wrong?" And he said, "Nothing. I haven't done anything 10 MR. WISENBERG: I'll ask you to go back out where
11 wrong." Isaid, "Well, then, that's one of the stupidest |11 your attorney is and we'll come get you.
12 ideas I've ever heard. Why would you do that if you've done |12 THE WITNESS: -Sure. Thank you.
13 nothing wrong?" 13 THE FOREPERSON: Thank you.
14 And it was at that point that he gave his account |14 (Witness excused. Witness recalled.)
15 ofwhathadhappcnedtomeandhcwdthatMomca —~and it |15 MR. WISENBERG: Let the recond reflect that witness
16 came very fast. He said, "Monica Lewinsky came at me and |16 has reentered the grand jury room.
17 made a sexual demand on me." He rebuffed her. He said, 17 Madam Foreperson, do we still have a quorum?
18 "I've gone down that road before, I've caused pain foralot |18 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, sir. We do.
19 of people and I'm not going to do that again." 19 MR. WISENBERG: Any unauthorized people present in
20 She threatened him. She said that she would tell |20 the grand jury room? '
21 people they'd had an affair, that she was known as the |21 THE FOREPERSON: There are none.
22 stalker among her peers, and that she hated it and if she had |22 First Lady, you -are still under oath.
23 an affair or said she had an affair then she wouldn't be the 23 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
24 stalker any more. 24 BY MR. WISENBERG:
25 And I repeated to the President that he really 25 Q First Lady, I think you heard me mention to your
Page 50 Page 52
1 mdedncvcrtobewarpeoplewhowcmtroubledhkethls, 1 attorney that we will be asking you back or mare technically
2 that it was just -- he needed not to be near troubled people 2 requiring you to be back.
3 like this. And I said, "You need to find some sure footing 3 A Well, I'm happy to answer questions.
4 here, some solid ground." 4  Q ButIhave a few questions on this topic, on what
s And he said, "I feel like a character in a novel. 5 you've just told us about the discussion. The first is did
6 I feel like somebody who is surrounded by an oppressive 6 the President say that part of his ministry -- did he tell
7 force that is creating a lie about me and I can't get 7 you that part of his ministry with Ms. Lewinsky in any way,
8 the truth out. I feel like the character in the novel 8 shape or form wds in engaging in any kind of sexual activity
9 Darkness at Noon." 9 with her?
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And I said to him, I said, "When this happened with
Monica Lewinsky, were you alone?" He said, "Well, I was
within eyesight or earshot of someone."

I said, "You know, there are press reports that you
made phone calls to her and that there's voice mail. Did you
make phone calls to her?"

He said that he remembered calling her when Betty
Currie's brother died and that he left a message on her voice
machine that Betty's brother had died and he said she was
close to Betty and had been very kind to Betty. And that's
what he recalled.

And then we went on into - I said, "You need
to find some solid ground here," and then we went into a
discussion of the state of the union address.

Q Is that everything that you remember about that
conversation with the President?

A He told me the opposite. He told me that she came
on to him and that he had told her be couldn't have sexual
relations with her and that she threatened him. That is what
he told me.

Q Which leads me to my next question. D1d he
indicate when this come .on was?

A No. Idon' tlcnowwhenxtwou]dbeandhedidn't
mention any date.

Q Allright. He didn't say anything that would lead
you to believe - give you a rough.idea of when this -
occurred?

A No. I don't have any idea.

Q Okay. And you mentioned a conversation you had had
apparently earlier in the day with the First Lady that you
relayed to him. I take it be did nothing to deny the thmgs
the First Lady had told you.
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A No.

Q In other words, he didn't say anything like,

"What is she talking about, I minister to people? That's
ridiculous, I don't do that." He didn't deny the scenario
presented to you, the facts presented to you by the First
Lady. Is that correct?

A No. He --

Q No, he did not deny that?

A No, he did not deny that he often helps troubled
individuals.

Q And did the First Lady indicate to you in her
discussion how she had this information about Ms. Lewinsky
being someone the President ministered to? That is to say,
did she indicate in this conversation, we'll get into other
conversations the next time you're here, but in this
conversation did she indicate to you her source of
information? Whether she herself knew things about Monica
from over a time period or whether this had all come from the
President?

A She indicated to me no source whatsoever.

MR. WISENBERG: Okay. All right. If there are no
further questions, we will be -- either myself or Mr. Bennett
will be in contact with your attorneys about your next
appearance here and I hope it can be fairly soon so that we
can not lose the thread.
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May the witness be excused?

THE FOREPERSON: Yes, he may.

THE WITNESS: Thank you very much and I'll be
seeing you all soon.

THE FOREPERSON: Thank you.

THE WITNESS: All right. Have a good day.

THE FOREPERSON: Thank you.

(The witness was excused.)

(Whereupon, at 4:44 p.m., the taking of testimony
in the presence of a full quorum of the Grand Jury was
concluded.)
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OFFICE OF THE INDEPENDENT COUNSEL

Date of transcription 06 / 05 / 98

A conversation that occurred at approximately 2:00pm in
the hallway adjacent to Grand Jury room number three, third
floor, E. BARRETT PRETTYMAN U. S. Court House, 333 Constituion
Avenue NW, Washington, D.C. 20001-2866 was witnessed by writer.
The participants were SOLOMON L. WISENBERG, Deputy Independent
Counsel; WILLIAM A. MCDANIEL JR., attorney for SIDNEY BLUMENTHAL;

- JO BENNETT MARSH, attorney for BLUMENTHAL; and SIDNEY BLUMENTHAL.
The conversation occurred just prior to thé coOmmencement of the

Grand Jury session.

WISENBERG stated that he was going to ask BLUME L to
answer all questions that BLUMENTHAL had not answered ir 2
previous grand jury inasmuch as JUDGE JOHNSON has ordere 1em

answered. BLUMENTHAL started to respond and was immediacc.y
advised by MCDANIEL that he was not to answer as he, MCDANIEL,
would respond. MCDANIEL said that he did not know what the
questions were. WISENBERG said that he would tell MCDANIEL what
areas were covered in the previous grand jury testimony of
BLUMENTHAL but that it must be understood that this was not a
violation of Rule 6E. MCDANIEL agreed that it was not.

WISENBERG said that the questions would be about direct
statements the President made to BLUMENTHAL to include any other
information BLUMENTHAL received indirectly from the President.
The second area would be about any statements that HILLARY
CLINTON made to BLUMENTHAL to include any other information
BLUMENTHAL received indirectly from Mrs, CLINTON. The third area
concerned the two daily meetings that occurred at _,the White
House. MCDANIEL indicated that he understood and did not dispute
the planned line of questioning. MARSH and BLUMENTHAL said
nothing. .
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Page 3
FOn THE DISTRICT OF CoLMBIA 1 attorneys with you. Could you please state for the record
---------------- x 2 what their names are?
IN RE: : 3 A | have my own attorney, William McDaniel, here, and
GRANT IURY PROCEEDINGS 4 | have an attorney from the Office of the chal Counsel from
: 5 the White House, Cheryl Mills.
_____________ G:m ey Room wo. 3 6 Q And, as you know, if any question arises that you
United States discrict Court 7 wish to consult with your counsel on, that's fine as long as
ii‘,‘hinj‘zﬂi,“;'féf""soZS' 8 it does not disrupt the grand jur‘y process, and if you could
tnucsday, June 25, 1998 9 just tell me that you would like to go speak with your
The testimony of SIDNEY BLUMENTHAL was taken im the 10 counsel, we'll try to accomHK)date that.
presence of a full quorum of Grand Jury 97-2, impaneled on n A Thank you.
September .3, 1997, commencing at 1:41 p.m., before: l2 Q You alSO haVC a Flfth An]cndmcnt to mfusc to answer
KARIN IMMERGUT 13 any question which, if answered truthfully, would tend to
T o e pendent Counsel 14 incriminate you. Do you understand that right?
Ocics of ndepenasn counesl 15 A Ido.
e ngaon Be. 20004 16  Q Because you are before the grand jury, however, you
17 must testify truthfully in these proceedings, and if you do
18 not testify truthfully, you are subject to the penalty of
19 perjury.
20 A Iunderstand. ‘
21 Q Do you have any questions before we begin? !
22 A No.
23 Q I'd like to start really where you left off in the
24 proceedings of June 4, 1998. You mentioned that you had had
25 a 30-minute discussion with the President concerning Monica
Page 2 Page 4
1 PROCEEDINGS 1 Lewinsky. Do you recall that testimony?
2 Whereupon, 2 A ldo.
3 SIDNEY BLUMENTHAL 3 Q Specifically I'm interested in talking to you a
4 was recalled as a witness and, having been first duly swomn 4 little bit about certain areas. You mentioned that during
5 by the Foreperson of the Grand Jury, was examined and | 5 that 30-minute talk the President said to you that, "Monica
6 testified further as follows: 6 made a sexual demand on me," and that he rebuffed her.
7 EXAMINATION 7 Do you recall that testimony?
8 BY MS. MMERGUT: 8 A Ido.
s  Q Good afternoon, Mr. Blumenthal. 9  Q You also testified that you recounted to the
10 A Good aftermoon to you, and everyone else. 10 President statements that Hillary Rodham Clinton, the First
11 Q Again, for the record, I'm Karin Immergut, and |11 Lady, bad made to you that the President was being attacked

seated with me is Stephen Binhak from the Office of the
Independent Counsel.
Could you please state and spell your full name for
the record?
A Yes. My name is Sidney Blumenthal. It's
S-i-d-n-e-y, first name, last name Blumenthal,
B-l-u-m-e-n-t-h-a-l. And I think, as you all know, I live at

And, Mr. Blumenthal, although I know you've been
here twice, I just want to quickly go over with you certain
rights that you have as a witness before this grand jury.

A Please.
Q As you know, you do have a right to have an
attorney present outside, and I did notice that you have two

for political motives for his ministry of a troubled person.
Do you recall that testimony?

A Ido.

Q And is that rendition to the testimony I've recited
to you accurate, to the best of your knowledge?

A Well, I think that the First Lady recounted to me
that she was very distressed that the President was being
attacked, and she related to me that he was a very
compassionate person, and that he had expressed a very warm
interest in helping troubled people over the years, and she
had known of dozens, if not hundreds, of cases.

And that's -- that's about what I said.

Q And that's what you relayed to the President, that

you had had that conversation with the First Lady.

LN ANT AN
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1 A Ibelieve I had said that, yes. 1 A No. Isimply went over my memory with my attorney.
2 Q Did the President tell you that he ministered, if 2 Q Okay. Other than with your attorney. have you
3 you will, to Monica Lewinsky? 3 spoken with anyone else about your grand jury testimony af
4 A He said that - he didn't usc the word "minister.” | 4 either of the two times that you've testified before this
5 He said he had tried to help troubled people. 5 grand jury?
6 Q And when he said that, did you understand him to be 6 A T have not spoken with anybody about my grand jury
7 referring to Monica Lewinsky? 7 testimony pertaining to the executive privilege issue or
8 A Tunderstood that. 8 anything covered by it -
9 Q And, specifically, in that conversation -- I'm 9 Q So you've not --
10 directing you to the 30-minute conversation that you 10 A -- besides my attorney and my wife.
11 previously testified about -- is it fair to say the substance 11 Q Okay. During the daily meetings that you
12 of that conversation was all about Monica Lewinsky? |12 previously testified about, the moming and evening meetings
13 A It was not all about that at all. As I testified 13 discussing media strategy, have you discussed what the
14 before, the time of this conversation was in the period |14 President told you January 21, 19987
15 leading up to the State of the Union address, and right |15 A No, I have not discussed it in any of those
16 before the visit of British Prime Minister Tony Blair, for|16 meetings.
17 which I had major responsibilities. 17 Q Going back now to your conversation of that date
18 Q Okay. And, actually, I don't mean to cut you off, |18 with the President, when the President told you that he -- or
19 but with respect to the issue -- in terms of speaking about 19 what word did he use when he was -- he didn't use
20 women generally, be was speaking about Monica Lewinsky when (20 "ministered.” What word did he use with regard to what he
21 you were talking about what had appeared in the news media; [21 was doing with Monica Lewinsky?
22 is that correct? 22 A Ican't recall exactly, but I think he said that --
23 A Well, we were speaking about that story that had |23 he used the word "troubled.” "Help" is the verb, I believe.
24 appeared that morning. 24 Q Okay. So that he was helping Mcnica Lewinsky.
25  Q Okay. 25 Did he state -- again referring to when she
Page 6 Page o
I A Right. But we also discussed national security 1 allegedly made a sexual advance to him, do you have any
2 matters and the State of the Union address. 2 recollection from his statements about when that occurred?
3 Q That were wholly unrelated to anything regarding | 3 A No.
4 Lewinsky. 4  Q Did he state whether or not anyone else was present
5 A Correct. 5 during that sexual advance?
6 Q You just stated that the story had appeared that 6 A Itestified previously that he had told me that
7 morning. Are you referring to January 21, 1998? 7 someone was always within either, I guess, eyesight or
8 A Yes,right. 8 earshot.
9 Q When you testified previously I believe you were | 9 Q And what did you understand him to mean by that?
10 not sure the exact date on which you had the 30-minute |10 A That someone could hear him or see him.
11 conversation. 11 Q Now, when you had this conversation with the
12 A The first time I testified I was unsure. I 12 President on January 21, 1998, were you alone with him?
13 searched my memory. And the last time I testified I fixedit (13 A Yes.
14 on that day. 14 Q You mentioned previously that you were in the Oval
15 Q So the best of your recollection is, on the very 15 Office with him.
16 day, January 21st -- 16 A Right
17 A Yes, yes. 17 Q Was the door closed?
18 Q And]I apologize. You do have to wait until I 18 A Yes.
19 finish the question, and I'll have to wait until you finish - 19 Q Was anybody within eyeshot, to your knowledge?
20 - 20 A Yes.
21 A Excuse me. 21 Q Who?
22 Q --just so the reporter can get it down. 22 A 1believe Betty Currie was-in the outer Oval.
23 Is there anything that you have looked at or anyone 23 Q Was it otherwise - but she wasn't in the room with
24 you've spoken to that has jogged your memory about when the|24 you.
25 conversation with the President occurred? 25 A No.
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1 Q To your knowledge, was Betty Currie able to hear | 1 Q So your meeting with the President occurred after
2 the conversation? 2 his deposition in the Paula Jones matter.
3 A Idoubtit. Idon't think so. 3 A Rught
4 Q Okay. So in that case nobody would have actually} 4  Q Did you have any conversations with him prior to
S been 1n earshot. 5 his January 17th deposition in the Paula Jones matter?
6 A No, no one else would have -- would have heard it.| 6 A No.
7 Q Do you have any knowledge about whether there are 7 Q So no conversations about what he was going to
8 video cameras in the Oval Office? 8 testify at his deposition.
9 A Ihave no knowledge. 9 A No.
10 Q What about in the study? 10  Q What about during that press debriefing after the
11 A T have no knowledge. 11 deposition testimony, did he tell you what he had said during
12 Q Has there ever been any discussion in your presence 12 the testimony about his relationship with Monica Lewinsky?
13 of video cameras recording anything between the President and 13 A No.
14 Monica Lewinsky? 14  Q AndI'm assuming - well, did you ever ask him what
15 A No, besides, you know, the CNN clip I've seen over|15 he had testified about?
16 and over again on television. 16 A No. It --no.
17 Q. But what about during the daily meetings, has 17 Q Did anyone -- you mentioned other people were
18 anyone discussed any videotape recordings of the President |18 present during that conversation. Who else was present
19 meeting with Monica Lewinsky? 19 during the debriefing?
20 A No. 20 A It was not a debriefing, it was a pre-briefing. It
21 Q@ When the President told you that he was helping |21 was -- we do this almost every day with the President . When
22 Monica Lewinsky, did he describe how he was going about |22 the President goes out to make an announcement or to sign a
23 helping her? 23 bill, a number of us always meet with the President and
24 A No. 24 prepare him for possible questions from the press, and we
25  Q Did the President during that 30-minute 25 talk about what the events of the day might have been, and
Page 10 Page 12
1 conversation on January 21, 1998, describe how many times he 1 different teams come in.
2 had tried to help her? 2 So, for example, Sandy Berger, the National
3 A No. 3 Security Adviser, will come in to brief the President about
4  Q Did the President tell you whether he'd talked to | 4 national security issues that might arise. Gene Sperling,
5 anybody else about Monica Lewinsky making a sexual advance $ the head of the National Economic Council, will come in and
6 towards him? 6 will discuss economic issues. Sametimes Secretary Rubin
7 A No. 7 comes.
8  Q There have been news reports stating that Monica | 8  Q And in this case, I'm assuming that the —
9 Lewinsky visited the President, or the White House 37 times. | 9 A And I would assume that - I'm sure that
10 Have you ever talked to the President about that? 10 representatives of the Counsel's Office were present, because
11 A No. 11 when there are issues related to this they are present. So
12 Q Did the President ever tell you how many times |12 it would have been Chuck Ruff and others, plus a smali group
13 Monica Lewinsky has come to visit him in the Oval Office? {13 of senior advisers.
14 A No. 14 I'm sure Rahm Emanuel was there, Paul Begala,
15 Q Did you ever ask him? 1S myself, McCurry was probably there, Mike McCurry, the pres
16 A No. 16 secretary. :
17 Q Did you ever talk to the President about his 17 Q Did anyone ask the President how he had testified
18 deposition testimony in the Paula Jones case? 18 at his deposition about Monica Lewinsky? )
19 A Italked to him, present with others, in a pre- 19 A No.
20 briefing, in which he was preparing to meet to have a press 20  Q Did the President tell anyone in your presence how
21 conference before -- this was after the story appeared in The |21 he had testified at his deposition about Monica Lcwmsky"
22 Washington Post. It was leaked to The Post, and we don't 22 A No.
23 know how it was leaked to The Post. It appeared in The Post, (23 ~ Q And let me understand this. This was a pre-
24 we didn't know if it's a true deposition, and we were 24 briefing about an article that had come out talking about his
25 preparing the President for a press briefing. 25 deposition during which he testified —

e e - -
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1 A T can't remember the exact incident, but the 1 met with Monica Lewinsky?

2 President was going to go out and say something, make some | 2 A No.

3 sort of announcement. We always prepare the President, and | 3 Q Did the President tell you whether he met with

4 so the question was what issues will come up, and that day 4 Monica Lewinsky even after she had made a sexual advance”

5 that article had appeared in The Washington Post. So our job | 5§ A No, he didn't tell me anything.

6 1s to prepare the President for his answers. 6  Q Have you heard from anybody else how many times the

7 Q And with respect to -- when you say "that article." | 7 President met with Monica Lewinsky?

8 just for the benefit of the grand jurors -- 8 A No.

9 A There was an article that appeared in The 9  Q And when I ask how many times, have you ever heard
10 Washington Post by Peter Baker, who's a reporter for The 10 that he met with her -- not from news reports. Have you ever
11 Post, in which he reported that he had come into possession 11 beard from anyone else that he's met with her more than once
12 of the President's deposition, and he related in great detail 12 alone?

13 what was in that deposition. 13 A I've never heard from anyone.
14 Q And do you recall whether the article stated 14  Q In your conversation with the President when he
15 anything about what the President said about his relationship {15 stated that Monica Lewinsky threatened to disclose an affair,
16 with Monica Lewinsky during his deposition? 16 or fabricate an affair in a public disclosure, did you
17 A As I recall, the article stated that he had denied 17 understand him to be saying that if the President didn't
18 having a sexual relationship with her. 18 concede or didn't agree to have some kind of sexual contact
19  Q Did you actually participate in the pre-briefing of (19 with her, that she would report an affair?
20 the President that day? 20 A My understanding was that she demanded to have
21 A Sure 21 sexual relations. He rejected her. -And she-said that --
22 Q Did you give the President any advice about what to {22 this is - I recall him saying - that, "They call me The
23 say about Monica LewinsKy or his testimony about Monica |23 Stalker.” That's what Lewinsky said. "And if I can say we
24 Lewinsky? 24 had an affair, then they won't call me that," something like
25 A Mm-hmm. 25 that.

Page 14 Page 1.

1  Q And what advice did you give him? 1 Q Now, you previously characterized Ms. Lewinsky's

2 A "Ican't comment on that matter." That's what the| 2 comments to the President as a threat, if you will.

3 President says. "I've already spoken to that matter, and I 3 A Right, yeah, I would interpret - that's my

4 can't comment." 4 understanding.

5 That's his answer on all of these questions. S  Q So, according to the President, she wanted him to

6  Q Okay, I'm perbaps just confused. You instructed — 6 have some sexual contact and threatened to expose an affair

7 what is it that you stated to him? 7 if he didn't. '

8 A That. That's what he always says inresponse to | 8 A Well, I don't know. Idon't leap to that

9 these questions. That's what we always advise him. 9 conclusion.

10 Q Okay. So you advised him that he should say, "I {10 - Q Okay.

11 can't comment." 11 A Idon't know.

12 A Right. 12 Q How did you respond to the President when he
13  Q Butis it fair to say that you actually didn’t ask 13 claimed that he had been threatened by Ms. Lewinsky?
14 him about the truth was during any kind of pre-briefing?|14 A I don't recall exactly what I said to him.

15 A No. 15  Q Did the President make clear to you to whom Monica
16 Q Back for a moment to the issue of the sexual 16 Lewinsky was going to expose their affair?

17 advance as described to you by the President, you mentioned |17 A No.

18 at least that the President stated that he was alone at the [18  Q Did the President ever tell you he reported Ms.
19 time with Monica Lewinsky; is that correct? 19 Lewinsky's threats to anyone?

20 A Mm-hmm. 20 A No. '

21  Q Did he explain to you what kind of sexual advancej2i  Q In response to my question how you responded to the
22 she made? 22 President's story about a threat, or discussion about a
23 A No. 23 threat from Ms. Lewinsky, you mentioned you didn't recall
24  Q Did the President tell you how many times -- and 1|24 specifically. Do you recall generally the nature of your
25 want to -- has the President ever told you how many times he |25 response to the President?
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I A It was generally sympathetic to the President. And| 1 Q How long have you been in the White House, sir?
2 I certainly believed his story. It was a very heartfelt 2 A Since August 11, 1997.
3 story, he was pouring out his heart, and I believed him. | 3 Q With respect to threats that don't necessarily
4 Q When he was pouring out his heart, if you will, did 4 involve -- that involve damage to the President politicaly,
5 he tell you that he had met with Monica Lewinsky several 5 is there any policy that you've become aware of, formai or
6 times before she'd made the sexual advance? 6 informal, of reporting those threats to someone else?
7 A Never told me that. 7 A Well, nothing like this. I know nothing about
8 Q So did you have any idea from your discussion with 8 anything like this.
9 him, which lasted -- well, part of that 30-minute period, | 9 Q And, I'm sorry, I've been reminded --
10 that he had met her more than once, or been alone with her 10 A That's all right.
11 more than once? 11 Q I've been reminded to note for the record that you
12 A @had no idea. No, he didn't tell me anything like |12 returned at 2:10.
13 that, 13 A Thank you.
14  Q Did you do anything to document the fact that the |14  Q Just so I understand, because nothing quite like
15 President reported a threat to you? 15 this has happened, that you're not aware of any informal or
16 A No. 16 formal policy.
17 Q Did you alert anyone else in the White House that |17 A No, I never heard of anything like this.
18 the President had, in fact, been threatened by Monica 18  Q But were you surprised that somebody had made a --
19 Lewinsky? 19 or that Monica Lewinsky had threatened the President in the
20 A No. 20 way he described?
21 Q Is that consistent with White House policy, not to |21 A Mm-hmm.
22 report threats on the President? 22  Q Youhave to --
23 A This wasn't a physical threat. 23 A Yes.
24  Q Nevertheless, it would be quite damaging. Isn't (24 Q Yes. And that, nevertheless, you didn't report it
25 that fair to say? 25 to anyone?
Page 18 Page 20
i A Well, let me consult my attorney, if you would. Do 1 A No.
2 you mind if I go out? 2 Q Did you -- and I don't mean to be repetitive, but
3 Q Okay. 3 did you report, for example, to Mike McCurry that there could
4 A Thanks. 4 be something coming down the pike that could be very
5 MS. IMMERGUT: And, for the record, the time is 5 damaging —
6 2:00 p.m. 6 A No. N
7 (The witness was excused to confer with counsel.) | 7. Q - to the President? And, again, I have to ask you
8 MS. IMMERGUT: Madam Foreperson, do we have a| 8 to just — even if you know what the rest of my question
9 quorum 9 is —
10 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, we certainly do. 10 A That's all right.
11 MS. IMMERGUT: Any unauthorized persons present? 11 Q - you just have to wait for -
12 THE FOREPERSON: There are none. 12 A Sure, I will
13 Mr. Blumenthal -- 13 Q On any other occasion has the President toid you
14 THE WITNESS: Yes. 14 that a woman threatened to fabricate an affair with him?
15 THE FOREPERSON: -- you are still under oath. 15 A No.
16 THE WITNESS: Thank you. 16 Q So the instance, or the conversation with the
17 BY MS. MMERGUT: 17 President about Monica Lewinsky, that's the first time, ever,
18 Q Would you like me to repeat the last question? 18 you've heard that a woman threatened to publicly allege an
19 A If you would. 19 affair with the President.
20 Q Is it consistent with White House policy not to 20 A Yes.
21 report threats to the President? - 21 Q Have you ever had a discussion with people in the
22 A All I know about White House policy about threats 22 White House or been present during any meetings where the
23 is that if there's a physical threat, I would report it to 23 allegation has come up that other women are fabricating an
24 the Secret Service. And beyond that, I don't know anything |24 affair with the President?
25 about that. 25 A We've discussed news stories that arose out of the
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1 Jones case, which was dismissed by the judge as having no ! Q Did you discuss how to combat the press coverage”
2 basis, in which there were allegations made againstthe | 2 A Well, we discussed what the White House might se'
3 President, and these were stories that were in the press. | 3 about this.
4 Q And did you discuss those with the President? 4  Q And what did you --
5 A No. 5 A Because we'd give responses.
6 Q So what forum did you discuss those news stories | 6 Q Okay. And did you provide any advice in that
7 in? 7 meeting about what the White House might say?
8 A In strategy meetings. 8 A Well, I think there was general agreement among
9 Q And would that include the daily meetings, the 9 everyone that this was an outrageous allegation, and that we
10 morning and the evening meetings? 10 ought to say so.
11 A Yes. 11 Q And what about -- was the President brought into
iz Q And who were the names of the women that you {12 any of those meetings?
13 discussed in that context, that there had been news stories 13 A No. He's never brought in.
14 about and public aliegations of an affair with the President? |14 Q What about -- we've mentioned -- and that‘sﬁ
15 A AsIrecall, we discussed Paula Jones, Kathleen 15 at you've described. What about with regard to
16 Willey, we've discussed — the others? Did you adopt the same policy or was there some

17—-———-—

different discussion about those other allegations made by
the other women?
A Well, many of these matters were handled by the

President's attorney, Robert Bennett. So we would simply not
handla them r“mnf‘.}.'.

21 ! handle them direct!
22 22  Q The discussions were handled by him or --
23 23 A Or just -- even the press response.
24 Q When you say that that was a complete and utter |24  Q Was there discussion about the fact that these
25 fraudulent allegation -- 25 women appeared on the Paula Jones case witness list?
Page 22 Page 2~
1 A Inmy view, yes. 1 A Was there -
2 Q -- is your opinion based on discussions with anyone 2 @ Discussion about the fact that all of those wemen's
3 about the basis for that allegation? 3 names appeared on the Paula Jones witness list?
4 A My opinion is based on the fact — on published 4 A Idon'trecall that specifically, but I'm sure that
5 material. Namely, that the allegation was made by a person | 5 we noted that they were on - listed by Jones's attorneys.
6 whose name ] can't remember, who was a, asIrecall,la { 6 Q Soyou‘magwmthatcachofﬂxenammyou‘ve
i 7 mentioned were, 1n fact, on the Paula Jones witness list.
8 A Right
9  Q And you had discussions with some of the other

So that's -- you kn know, that's really

i3 (3§13 e ] 1

12 unsubstantiated hearsay. 12
13 Q Okay. So your opinion is based on the news stories 13
14 that you've read. 14
15 A Right. 15
16 Q Did you confirm your opinion or discuss those 16
17 allegations with the President? 17
18 A No. 18
19  Q Did you discuss them with the First Lady? 19
20 A No. 20
21 Q Did you discuss them at any of the daily meetings? 21
22 A Yes. 22
23 Q And when you say you discussed them, could you |23
24 describe the nature of your discussion in this forum? 24
25 A We discussed the press coverage. 25

representatives from the White House about that fact.
A Right.
Q And what was the nature of your discussion about

the fact that uuy' ap'm"cd on the witness list?

A Nothing until there were press stories.

Q Was there any discussion about contacting any of
those women prior to their depositions?

A No, no.

Q And you, again, personally have not had a
discussion with the President about any of the women you've
mentioned; is that correct? Or have you?

A Ihad a discussion with him about Kathleen Willey.

Q And could you describe that discussion?

A

¢ eanall ¢ 4 wraag

He told me that she had come to visit him, I
believe -- I don't recall the date, but it was the day her

Anta
husband killed himself. And be told me that she was very
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1 upset and shaky, and he tried to calm her down, that he | I receiving oral sex from Monica Lewinsky?
2 hugged her and asked her if she was all right, and thathe; 2 A No.
3 thought that he had made her feel more comfortable. 3 Q Did the President say anything to yvou about
4  Q Did the President ever tell you that Kathleen 4 telephone calls with Monica Lewinsky?
5 Willey made a sexual advance on him? S A As]testified, he -- I had said to him that there
6 A No. 6 were reports of -- that his voice was on her voice mail, her
7 Q Did the President ever tell you that he'd had some | 7 tape machine at home to take messages, message machine.
8 sort of contact with Kathleen Willey once her name appeared | 8 And he said to me that he could recall that after
9 on the Paula Jones witness list? 9 Betty's brother died, he may have called Monica because
10 A No. 10 Monica had been very close to Betty, and Betty didn't have a
11 Q Has the President ever told you about any other |11 way of relating to her that her brother had died, so that he
12 women making sexual advances on him that he rebuffed? 12 had called and left a message that Betty's brother had died.
13 A No. 13 Q Did he suggest to you that that was the only call
14  Q You've testified previously, again, about this 30- |14 that he had made to Monica Lewinsky?
15 minute conversation with the President, that during that he 15 A" That's the only one he told me about.
16 told you that he had "done nothing wrong." Do you recall 16 Q Did you ask him if there were any more calls than
17 that testimony that you gave? 17 that?
18 A Idon'trecall it exactly — 18 A Isaid -- he said that's the only one he could
19 Q Okay. 19 remember.
20 A -- but that's -- that's my understanding. 20 Q Have there been any strategy discussions which
21 Q Perhaps it will refresh your recollection if 1 21 talked about calls the President bas made to Monica Lewinsky?
22 represent to you that it's on the heels of your discussion - 22 A No.
23 or the President telling you that a Mr. Mormis contacted |23 Q So at the daily meetings it's never been discussed
24 him -- 24 whether or not there were -- there's evidence of more calls
25 A Oh, I recall that, yes. 25 from the President to Monica Lewinsky.
Page 26 Page 28
1  Q -- about Nixon. 1 A No, not to my knowledge.
.2 A That's right. 2 Q AndI actually want to ask you some additional
3  Q And is that a fair rendition of the President's — 3 things about the calls in just a moment, but I did want to
4 A Absolutely, yes. 4 ask you again -- back to the President's statement that he
5 Q And, again, I hate to stop you. 5 had done nothing wrong.
6 A Yes. 6 When the Monica Lewinsky story was first reported
7  Q You have to wait until I finish the whole question.| 7 making the allegations of a sexual affair between the
8 A I'msomy. 8 President and Monica Lewinsky, why didn't the President just
9 Q Is it a fair rendition that the President did say 9 come out and say he had done nothing wrong and that it wasn't
10 to-you that with regard to Monica Lewinsky, he had done 10 true?
11 nothing wrong? 11 A Well, let me consult White House legal counsel
12 A Yes. 12 standing outside, and I'll be right back.
13 Q What did you understand the President to mean by be |13 * Q Okay. And the time is now 2:21.
14 had done nothing wrong? 14 A Thank you.
15 A My understanding was that the accusations against{1s (The witness was excused to confer with counsel.)
16 him which appeared in the press that day were false, that he |16 MS. MMERGUT: If the record could reflect that the
17 had not done anything wrong. 17 time is now 2:35.
18  Q That he had not had any sort of sexual 18 THE FOREPERSON: Mr. Blumenthal, you are still
19 relationship -- 19 under oath.
20 A He had not had a sexual relationship with her, and |20 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
21 had not sought to obstruct justice or suborn perjury. 21 MS. IMMERGUT: And, Madam Foreperson, for the
22 Q Did you specifically ask the President whether he |22 record, do we have a quorum?
23 had received oral sex from Monica Lewinsky? 23 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, we do.
24 A No. 24 MS. IMMERGUT: Any unauthorized persons present?
25  Q Did the President state anything to you about 25 THE FOREPERSON: Absolutely none.
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1 BY MS. IMMERGUT: 1 lawyer, my wife, and White House legal counsel.
2 Q MTr. Blumenthal, do you remember the question? | 2 Q So you did White House legal counsel that the
3 A Ido. But why don't you restate it so everyone 3 President had been threatened by Monica Lewinsky”?
4 recalls it? 4 A Itold them the essence of that story, yes.
5 Q Okay, thank you. I will do that. 5  Q I thought you previously testified --
6 My question was, when the Monica Lewinsky story was 6 A Yes, I'd like to amend that.
7 first reported on January 21, 1998, in light of the 7  Q Okay. Who exactly did you report to?
8 President's statement that he had done nothing wrong, why 8 A 1 told one of the members of White House legal
9 didn't the President just come out and say that to the press? 9 counsel.
10 A The President did say that to the press. He has 10 Q And who was that member?
11 said that he had no sexual relationship with Monica Lewinsky,|11 A Let me come right back.
12 and that he never asked anybody to lie. And he has said |12 Q Is that you don't remember who it is?
13 that, on numerous occasions. 13 A No, I recall.
14 Q Allright. Do you recall a press conference with {14 Q Oh, and you just --
15 Mike McCurry in which be said that it's a complicated story, {15 A I just want to go speak to the White House legal
16 and the evidence will come out? Do you remember that? 16 counsel about this line of questioning.
17 A Mm-hmm, yes, I do. 17 Q Okay. Well, I'll tell you what, let me -- can we
18  Q Why didn't he just report that the President had |18 hold that question and --
19 done nothing wrong. and that he had been threatened by Monica 19 A You want to give me some more questions?
20 Lewinsky? 20 Q Yes. Well, actually, why don't I proceed through
21 A Ican't speak for Mike McCurry. 21 an additional question, amd if Mr. Binhak-could just-make a
22 Q Did you, as the President's close assistant, advise |22 note of that question --
23 Mr. McCurry to come public with that story about the threat (23 A Right.
24 that Monica Lewinsky had made to the President? 24 Q -- and we'll just go on with a couple of additional
25 A Inever told Mike McCurry what the President told|25 questions, if that's all right with you.
Page 30 Page 3.
! me. I assumed it was confidential conversation. 1 A Right, okay. If you'll remind me about that.
2 Q Did you ever encourage the President to come out | 2 Q I certainly will.
3 with that story in a press conference of his own? 3 Did the President explain to you what Monica
4 A No. 4 Lewinsky's trouble was that he was helping?
5 Q Why not? 5 A No.
6 A Ibelieve the President has stated the essentials 6 Q And you ngver asked him?
7 of the case in his statements about the fact that he's done{ 7 A No.
8 nothing wrong. 8 Q Did anyone else, including the First Lady, tell you
9  Q Butis it fair to say you never told the President 9 what Monica Lewinsky's trouble was that the President was
10 to say that Monica Lewinsky had threatened to fabricate an |10 ministering about?
11 affair with him? 11 A No.
12 A Could you restate that? 12 Q You testified previously that the President told
13 Q Is it fair to say that you never told the President |13 you during, again, that conversation of January 21st, "I've
14 to publicly state that Monica Lewinsky had threatened to|14 been down that road before, I've caused pain for a lot of
15 fabricate an affair with him? 15 people, and I'm not going to do that again.”
16 A We never had a subsequent conversation about this 16 A Mm-hmm, i
17 matter. 17 Q What did you understand him to mean by, "I've been
18 Q So after that morning of the 21st of January, 1998,{18 down that road before"? )
19 you never further discussed the threat made by Monica {19 A 1 understood it to mean that he had had an
20 Lewinsky -- 20 adulterous relationship in the past, which is something he
21 A Correct. 21 made very plain to the American people in his "60 Minutes"
22 Q -- with the President. 22 interview with the First Lady, which is how be introduced
23 A Correct. 23 himself to the public in, I believe it was, January 1992.
24 Q And as you've testified, or anybody else. 24 And it's been very well known. He ran and was elected with
25 A Correct. Let me amend it to say that except for my 25 the public well aware of that.
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1 Q Okay. So you didn't understand him to be referring 1 A Thave no idea. Don't know.

2 -- and really I'm interested just in the Paula Jones witness 2 Q I'd like to get back for a moment to the issue of

3 list. Was he referring to those women making up stories| 3 the phone calls that you mentioned previously and that you

4 about him, or that's not what you understood? 4 testified about previously.

5 A No, it's not what I understood at all. 5 You did testify before that the President told that

6 Q Okay. Did -- and I apologize if I'm being 6 he called Monica Lewinsky on at least one occasion when Betty

7 repetitive. Did the President say anything to you about | 7 Currie's brother died.

8 anyone else that could have heard the sexual advance by | 8 A Right.

9 Monica Lewinsky, in his view? 9 Q And did he state whether or not that was before or
10 A No. 10 after Monica Lewinsky threatened to expose an affair with the
11 Q Did he tell you whether he'd reported it to 11 President?

12 anybody? 12 A Thave no idea.
13 A No. 13 Q Okay. Did it seem unusual to you that the
14  Q Did he tell you whether or not, or did you ask him |14 President was essentially making a call on behalf of his
15 whether he had reported it to the First Lady? 15 secretary?
16 A No. 16 A No, not at all, not at all. The President often
17 Q And I'm sorry, I made that a compound question. |17 calls people, and they're surprised. And he's very close to
18 Did he tell you that he had reported it to the First Lady? |18 Betty, and they have a very warm relationship, and I
19 A No. 19 understand that Monica was very kind to Betty and very clos
20 Q Did you ask him whether he had? 20 to her and -- so that doesn't strike me as unusual at all.
21 A No. 21 Q And when you say the President often calls people
22 @ Did the President tell you where Monica Lewinsky|22 and they're surprised, do you mean he calls them at home?
23 had made that sexual advance toward him? 23 A He has called people at home, yes.
24 A No. 24  Q And are they people that he's friends with?
25 @ Did he specify whether it was in the Oval Office? [25 A People he knows.
Page 34 Page 36

1 A No. 1 Q Did he ever characterize -- aside from the sexual

2 Q Did you ask him whether it occurred in the White | 2 advance purportedly made by Ms. Lewinsky, did be characterize

3 House? 3 his relationship with Ms. Lewinsky to you?

4 A No,Ididn't. 4 A No, no. I've testified fully what I know.

5  Q Did you understand from his statements that it had, 5 Q Sointerms of friends, he didn't say, "She was a

6 in fact, occurred in the White House? 6 friend of mine," or anything to that effect.

7 A I assumed that, but, ultimately, I don't know. 7 ANo *

8 Q Okay. Did he say whether or not Monica Lewinsky 8 Q Did he tell you that she had worked as an intern?

9 had made a sexual advance to him on more than one occasion?} 9 A No. Iknew that from the press reports.

10 A No. 10 Q Okay. You previously testified that that's at

11 Q Was it your understanding that it had been just one 11 least the only phone call that you were aware of, or the
12 occasion, or could it have been more? 12 President and you spoke about to Monica Lewinsky.

13 A All1was told was what I've related. 13 Did the President discuss with you any calls that
14  Q Okay. So just one time, as far as you understood. |14 Monica Lewinsky had made to him?

15 A Yes, that's all I understand. 15 A No.

16 Q Based on your assumption that the sexual advance {16 ~ Q Did the President tell you where he made the call
17 occurred in the White House, did you have any understanding,|17 from when he called Monica Lewinsky at home?

18 or did you discuss with the President how Monica Lewinsky got 18 A No.

19 into the White House to be in a position to make the advance {19  Q Has there been any discussion that you participated

20 on the President? 20 in discussing a review of White House records to see whether
21 A Well, I don't know that she -- that they were in |21 there are calls from the White House to Monica Lewinsky?
22 the White House, or if they were, where they were or what the [22 A I never participated in any such thing, and I know
23 circumstances were. 1 know nothing about it. 23 of no such thing.

24  Q Did you have any impression as to the timing of |24  Q With respect to the phone call that you mentioned
25 this sexual advance, be it in the near past or years before? 25 that was left on Monica's machine, did the President he left
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1 a voice mail message for Monica on her home machine? | 1 A We've been very friendly.
2 A He suggested that he had. 2 Q And are you social friends with him as well as work
3 Q Did he suggest that he statzd the content of the 3 friends with him?
4 message, that it was, in fact, that Betty Currie's brother | 4 A On rare occasions we get together, but I'm very
5 had died? 5 friendly with the President.
6 A Yes. 6 Q Okay. And how good do you think his memory is?
7  Q I'dlike to ask you now just about any gifts in 7 A His memory? How good do I think his memory is?
8 association with the President and Monica Lewinsky. 8 1'm going to consult my counsel on that, okay?
9 Have you ever had any discussions with anyone about | 9 ~ Q Okay. Why don't we -- it is now 12 to 3:00 --
10 the President providing gifts to Ms. Lewinsky? 10 MR. BINHAK: Why don't we take a ten-minute at the
11 A No. 11 same time?
12 Q Have you ever talked to Betty Currie about any 12 MS. IMMERGUT: Great.
113 gifts from the President to Ms. Lewinsky? 13 THE WITNESS: Okay, great.
14 A No. 14 MS. IMMERGUT: Thank you very much, sir.
15 Q Have you ever talked to Betty Curric about any |15 THE WITNESS: Okay.
16 gifts from Monica Lewinsky to the President? 16 (A brief recess was taken.)
17 A No. 17 (Witness excused. Witness recalled.)
18  Q Have you talked to Hillary Rodham Clinton about any |18 MS. IMMERGUT: Madam Foreperson, do we have a
19 gifts between Monica Lewinsky and the President? 19 quorum
20 A No. I've received gifts from the President, and 20 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, we do.
21 I've given him gifts, but not about Monica Lewinsky. {21 MS. MMERGUT: And are there any unauthorized
22 Q Okay. And the President didn't offer that 22 persons present?
23 information to you. 23 THE FOREPERSON: There are none.
24 A No. 24 Mr. Blumenthal, you are still under oath.
25 Q Have you spoken to anyone about or has this been (25 THE WITNESS: Thank you.
Page 38 Page 4.
1 discussed in any meetings, records of Monica Lewinsky's 1 MS. IMMERGUT: And just for the record, it is 3:05,
2 visits to the White House? 2 and we've also taken a ten-minute break during this time
3 A No, not that I have any knowledge of. 3 period for the grand jury.
4  Q How long have you known the President? 4 BY MS. IMMERGUT:
5 A Ten years. 5 Q My last question, Mr. Blumenthal, was how good is
6 Q And what would you describe your relationship to | 6 the President's memory? Can you answer that question?
7 be, aside from, obviously, collcagues now in the White House? 7 A Ican. It's good on many things and not so good on
8 A I'm an assistant to the President, I'm a senior 8 other things. He's President of the United States, and he
9 adviser to the President, and 1 knew him before as a -=- I | 9 has to deal with an enormous range of problems, and sometimes
10 knew him as a journalist. I was a ~ the grand jury may not |10 even on things he knows very well, he has to be reminded by
11 be aware of my background. 11 his advisers. And on some small things that you would think
12 1 was a journalist for 30 years, and I was a 12 you would know, like a lot of us, who are around the age of
13 reporter at The Washington Post when I first met the 13 50, he's, you know, beginning to not remember everything.
14 President. I worked at The Post for four years. Some of you {14 So, for example, I can tell you that in the last
15 may or may not remember my bylines. I worked at The New |15 week he called me up because he could not remember his -- he
16 Republic magazine, I worked at The New Yorker for four years 16 does crossword puzzles, and he called me up and couldn’t
17 as a staff writer. I've written a number of books, three of 17 remember Porky Pig's wife's name for a crossword puzzle. 1
18 which were New York Times Notable Books of the Year. I'vejl8 reminded him it was Petunia, which I remembered, and he said
19 been a playwright, screen writer. 19 he should have remembered that.
20 So that's my background. And I first met the 20 So that is a memory answer.
21 President at a Renaissance weekend, one of these sort of New {21  Q With respect to his description of the conversation
22 Year's Eve weekend events in Hilton Head, South Carolina. |22 with Monica Lewinsky, was it quite detailed?
23 Q And ! don't mean to cut off that at all, but just 23 A No. It was what ] related.
24 for the purpose of time, is it fair to say that you were |24  Q Did the President say anything to you about he’
25 friends with the President or have been friends with him? 25 didn't remember the details of what happened with him and
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1 Monica Lewinsky? 1 January 21 news story broke or after.
2 A No. 2 A No.
3 Q Did his memory appear to be vivid about -- 3 Q So the President, even by telephone, has not given
4 A Ididn't press him, so I have no idea. 4 you any more detail about the Monica Lewinsky incident than
5 Q Ihate to admonish you again. 5 you received on January 21st.
6 A Yeah 6 A I've told you everything I know.
7  Q Again, just for the record -- 7  Q Did you have any discussions with the President
8 A Excuse me. 8 about Monica Lewinsky before January 21, 1998, of any kind at
9  Q Even if you know what I'm going to say, just -- you 9 all about Monica Lewinsky?

10 have to wait till I finish. 10 A No.

11 A Right 11 Q Soeven the fact she was an intern, a friend,

12 Q Did he ever mention -- you've mentioned you didn't |12 nothing.

13 press him, but did be ever say to you, "Boy, my memory's 13 A I never knew her, never met her, had no idea of her
14 unclear about it," or something to that effect? 14 existence.
15 A He - what I have testified to is what I recall 15 Q Before January 21, 1998, had you ever heard of
16 about that meeting. 16 Monica Lewinsky?
17 Q And did he appear to have a vivid recollection of {17 A 1read the Drudge Report a few days earlier where
18 what had happened? 18 her name appeared, but that's it.
19 A He had -- I can't tell how vivid it was. It was 19  Q When you read the Drudge Report, what did you do?
20 his recollection and what he told me at the time, and we were |20 A Nothing. I was in Chicago.
21 dealing with other matters as well. 21 Q Who alerted you to it?
22 Q How would you describe his demeanor whenhe was |22 A 1did. I was reading it.
23 describing the incident with Monica Lewinsky making both a 123 Q And did you alert anyone in the White House to the
24 sexual advance towards him and then threatening him? |24 Drudge Report?
25 A He was upset. 25 A No. I was at my parents' house in Chicago for my
Page 42 Page 44
1 Q I'dlike to now get away from that conversation of | 1 young cousin's bar mitzvah, and I brought my computer, and I
2 January 21, 1998, and talk about any other conversations 2 tapped in and, you know, just went through the news and saw
3 you've had with the President about Monica Lewinsky. | 3 that.
4 Have you had any other face-to-face conversations | 4 I don't put much stock in the Drudge Report
5 with him about Monica Lewinsky? S because, among other reasons, I'm suing him for defamation,
6 A No. 6 which you may or may not be aware of, and I have a civil case
7  Q Never. 7 against him. So I don't believe anything he writes.
8 A Mm-hmm. 8  Q Sois it fair to say you simply ignored the Drudge
9 Q I'm sorry, you have to say yes or no. 9 Report when you saw it before January 21, 19987
10 A I've never had other conversations about material {10 A Right. I was out of Washington, I was at a family
11 facts involving Monica Lewinsky, other than the one I've 11 religious event, and I ignored it.
12 related. 12 Q You didn't pick up the phone and call anybody about
13 Q And when you say "material facts," are you 13 it,
14 distinguishing that from something else? 14 A No.
15 A I'm distinguishing that from anything like apre- |15 Q Not White House counsel, nobody.
16 brief meeting where we have to deal with responsesto {16 A Nobody. .
17 questions coming through the press. 17 Q Okay. What about when you -~ when did you re
18 Q So there's been no other elaboration by the 18 to Washington in relation to January 21, 1998?
19 President of his relationship with Monica Lewinsky to youor |19 A That Sunday might, I believe.
20 in your presence? 20 Q And do you recall what date the 21st was? Was that
21 A Correct. 21 a Tuesday?
22 Q Have you had any phone calls with the President |22 A A Wednesday, I believe,
23 about Monica Lewinsky? 23 Q Okay.
24 A No. 24 A Ibelieve.
25 Q And when I say that, I mean both before the 25  Q So when you returned to Washington, did you alert
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1 anybody or have any discussion with anyone about what you'd 1 Q Was there a discussion about what her testimony

2 seen in the Drudge Report? 2 would be in the Paula Jones case?

3 A Tdon'trecall specifically. Idon'trecall. It 3 A No. 1didn't know she existed.

4 certainly made no impression on me, if I did, but I don't| 4  Q Although -- and I'm even saying after January 2).

5 recall one. s A About her testimony in the Paula Jones case?

6 Q And you're saving that that was the very first time| 6  Q Right.

7 you even heard the name, Monica Lewinsky? 7 A Was there any discussion with the President?

8 A Right 8 Q Rught

9 Q How would you describe your relationship with Betty | 9 A No.

10 Currie? 10 Q And he never told you whether or not he had spoken
11 A 1 woculd describe it as professional. 11 to her about her testimony at any point.
12 Q How long have you known Ms. Currie? 12 A No.
13 A I've known her only in the White House. 13 Q Did the President ever tell you that he was trying
14  Q Have you had any discussions with Betty Currie |14 to help Monica Lewinsky get a job?
15 about her relationship with Monica Lewinsky? 15 A No.
16 A No. 16  Q Did anyone else tell you that people -- or
17 Q Have you ever had any discussions with Betty Currie |17 representatives from the White House or friends of the
18 about Monica Lewinsky generally? 18 President were trying to get Monica Lewinsky a job?
19 A No. 19 A No.
20 Q Have you had any discussions with Betty Currie |20 Q Have you ever heard that?
21 about her grand jury testimony? 21 A I'veread it, and I've heard it-after Jamaary 21st.
22 A No. 22  Q After January 21st was there any discussion in your
23 Q Based on your discussions with Ms. Currie, do you 23 presence about the President trying to get Monica Lewinsky a
24 feel that she's competent at what she does? 24 job?
25 A Inher job in the White House? 25 A No.

Page 46 Page 47

1 Q Yes. 1 Q After January 21st did you hear anything about any

2 A Yes. 2 associates of the President trying to help Monica Lewinsky

3  Q And what do you think of her memory? 3 get a job?

4 A Idon't know her well enough to make a _]udgment 4 A Icertainly read about it in the press.

5 about her memory. 5 Q@ What about discussions within the White House

6 Q Okay. Did you ever discuss with the President - | 6 during either the daily meetings or anything like that?

7 and I asked you some related questions before, but not this 7 A Idon't recall there being any substantive

8 very question. Did you ever discuss with the President the 8 discussion at all about that.

9 fact that Monica Lewinsky appeared on the Paula Jones witness 9 Q Okay. I want to switch gears here for a minute to
10 list? 10 your conversation with Hillary Rodham Clinton that you|
11 A No. 11 previously testified about during which she relayed to you -
12 Q Did the President ever mention to you that he had |12 or she described to you that she was very concerned that the
13 discussed Monica Lewinsky's testimony with her? 13 President now was getting smeared, if you will, for
14 A No, no. 14 ministering to a troubled person.

15 Q So there was absolutely no discussion about Monica |15 Is that sort of generally what the substance of
16 Lewinsky in connection with the Paula Jones case. Is that 16 your conversation with the First Lady was?

17 fair to say? 17 A Yes, that conversation.

18 A Yes, that's fair. 18 Q And when did that conversation occur?

19 Q You're somehow -- I feel as though you think I've [19 A It would have occurred on the 21st.

20 mischaracterized it a little bit. 20 Q Before or after you spoke with the President?
21 A State it again and I'll give you an answer. 21 A Before.

22 Q Was there any discussion with the President ever, (22 Q@ And based on your prior testimony, is it fair to
23 or among others in your presence, about Monica Lewinsky 23 say that the First Lady stated that the President - used the
24 appearing on the Paula Jones witness list? 24 term "ministering” in connection --

25 A No. 25 A No, no. That's my word.
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Page 49
1 Q Oh, okay. And do you remember what the First Lady
2 said about the President and Monica Lewinsky?
3 A We never discussed her in particular. We simply
4 discussed generally the fact that the President is a person
5 who cares about individuals and has devoted himself to caring
[
7
8
9

many, many, many cases.
Q I believe you testified previously that you had

1
2
3
4
5
about people in trouble over the years, and she has known of | 6
7
8
approximately a 30-minute discussion with the First Lady in | 9

Page 51
Q Now, back to where we were before you consulted
with your attorney -- and I should mention, you came back in,
it would have been 3:20 for the record.
I was asking you about your conversation with
Hillary Rodham Clinton --
A Right.
Q -- that you stated that was on the same day as you
spoke to the President.
Just to be clear, what is it that Hillary Rodham

10 Office who you spoke with before we took the penuitimate |10
11 break?

12 A That was Lanny Breuer, who is a member of the White
13 House Legal Counsel's staff.

14  Q So you reported - and, again, we were talking 14
15 about the threat that Monica Lewinsky had made on the {15

[P
W N e

16 President that you -- 16
17 A 1told him my story, mm-hmm. 17
i8 Q Okay. And did you have any further discussion with |18
19 him about -- 19
20 A No. 20
21  Q -- anything about that? 21
22 A No. 22
23 Q Did you see whether he took notes during that 23
24 discussion? 24
25 A Don'trecall. 25

10 her study. Do you recall that? 10 Clinton told you about the relationship between Monica
11 A Ido. 11 Lewinsky and the President?
12 Q And during that discussion certainly you did 12 A This is on the 21st of January, that conversation
13 discuss the issue of Monica Lewinsky and the news report, {13 you're asking about.
14 presumably; is that correct? 14  Q The approximate 30-minute conversation that you've
15 A We discussed -- well, we -~ let me consult with my 15 already testified about last time.
16 attorney and I'll be right back, if you don't mind. 16 A Oh, that conversation? That conversation is --
17 Q Well, actually, is it that you don't recall what 17 which I testified to today is -- my understanding is that we
18 the discussion was? 18 discussed the character of the President in his caring for
19 A No, I do, but I want to consult with my attorney. |19 people, and how there had been a lot of people he's gone out
20 Q Okay. For the record, it's 3:15. Thanks. 20 of his way to help, and that he was being unfairly accused
21 A Thank you. Okay. I'll be brief. 21 and falsely accused in this case.
22 (The witness was excused to confer with counsel.) {22 And that's all the detail that we talked about.
23 MS. IMMERGUT: Madam Foreperson, do we have 2|23  Q Okay. And that was referring to the news report on
24 quorum 24 the 21st of January?
25 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, we do. 25 A Right.
Page 50 Page 52
1 MS. IMMERGUT: Any unauthorized persons present? 1 Q And perhaps I'm confused. When you testified on
2 THE FOREPERSON: There are none. 2 June 4th before this grand jury, you testified about a
3 Mr. Blumenthal, you're still under oath. 3 meeting with the First Lady in which she said that the
4 THE WITNESS: Thank you. 4 President was just ministering to a troubled person.
5 BY MS. IMMERGUT: S A Mm-hmm.
6  Q Sir, hopefully, you won't be - Iwant to goback | 6 Q Is that the same conversation that you're now
7 to a question I forgot to ask you again before. 7 referring to?
8 A Right 8 A That's the same - that's the same conversation
9 Q Who was the person at the White House Counsel's| 9 that I believe you're asking me about.

Q Right, At this point I was trying to refer to that
conversation,

A Right,

Q Sowe're -

A We're on the same ~

Q We're on the same page.

A Good.

Q At this point you've only talked about one
conversation with the First Lady.

A Rught,

Q So now "ministering” to Monica Lewinsky was the
word you've now testified - that's the word you impowa
on -- how you described -

A It's my word. Yeah, it's my word.

Q Did the First Lady state anything about what Ms,
Lewinsky's trouble was that the President was hetping her
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1 with? 1 Q But it wasn't -- she didn't say anything 1o the
2 A No. 2 effect --
3 Q Did the First Lady state anything about whether she 3 A No.
4 had known about the President's helping or ministering, if 4 Q -- my husband said this?
5 you will, earlier than the news report? 5 A No, there were no specifics.
6 A No. 6 Q Did she say anything that she understood that
7 Q Did she state anything to you, the First Lady, that | 7 Monica Lewinsky had indeed made a sexual advance on the
8 is, about how many times the President had met with Ms. 8 President?
9 Lewinsky? 9 A No.
10 A No. 10  Q Did the First Lady tell you when she first found

—
—

Q You testified previously that the First Lady told |1
you that the President had ministered dozens, if not hundreds |1

of times. Do you recall that conversation that you testified 1
about? 1
A That he helped a lot of people, yeah. 1
Q Did she ever state to whom he had ministered or had 1
helped? 1
A Ordinary people, people to whom -- for whom there 1

was no publicity. I know of cases myself of people who have |1
been in trouble and who were --

out that the President was helping or ministering to Monica
Lewinsky?

A No.

Q You previously testified that this conversation
lasted about 30 minutes. What is it that took the 30
minutes?

A We talk a long time, if 30 minutes is a long time,
often.

Q Okay. Did you talk about Monica Lewinsky during
the entire 30 minutes or --

21 I was in the White House just -- actually, it was |21 A Tdon't recall. I'm sure we tatked-about other
22 my wife's birthday in March, and there was someone from 122 things. It was a very intense time leading up to the State
23 Arkansas there with the President. We were in the Diplomatic|23 of the Union and the -- as I said, the visit of Tony Blair,
24 Reception Room, and they related that they had run into a 24 and we were doing a lot of work on a lot of issues. And
25 woman from Little Rock who had kept his letters to her, and |25 she's involved in those, and I talk to her about the issue
Page 54 Page 5¢
1 she had been very suicidal, and regarded his letters and his I that she's involved with.
2 care for her as having saved her life. 2 Q Could you describe what the First Lady's reaction
3 Q What's that person's name? 3 to the news of this allegation of an affair between her
4+ AJNENEgme Hc's from Little Rock. 4 husband and Monica Lewinsky was in her conversation with you?
5 Q Were there any other situations that you discussed | 5 A As I think I've previously testified, she was
6 with the First Lady where the President was ministering to 6 distressed at the agcusations.
7 somebody who then made a sexual advance on him? 7  Q And the only thing she said about it was, he was
8 A Iknow of no such thing. 8 ministering to a troubled person.
9 Q Was there any discussion between you and the First 9 A Her understanding - my understanding of what she
10 Lady involving somebody the President had ministered to who{10 was saying was that.
11 then threatened to fabricate an affair against the President? 11 Q Anything else you can recall at all about what the
12 A 1don't know of any such incident. 12 First Lady told you during that one conversation about the
13 Q Did the First Lady tell you anything about the 13 President ministering to Monica Lewinsky?
14 allegations of threats made by Monica Lewinsky about exposing 14 A No. It was - no, that's it.
15 an affair? 15 Q Do you speak to the First Lady on a daily basis or
16 A No. 16 not that much?
17 Q Did the First Lady suggest to you that she had 17 A Almost daily.
18 talked to the President about the situation with Monica |18  Q Did you ever mention anything to the First Lady
19 Lewinsky? 19 about the Drudge Report?
20 A No, not directly. 20 A No.
21  Q When you say not directly, what do you mean? 21 Q You've testified that you've had numerous
22 A 1just assumed that she had. 22 mectings -- and this was back in. February of this year
23 Q And did you assume that based on things that she |23 your first grand jury session -- you testified that you had
24 said? 24 numerous meetings with the First Lady since the story broke -
25 A No, I just assumed that she speaks to him. 25 -
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general investigation and matter, and we have not discussed
any material facts concerning Monica Lewinsky. And beyond
that, those are confidential conversations.

Q Did you discuss -- and when you say beyond that,
they are confidential, are you referring to anything relating
to the Monica Lewinsky matter?

A I'm referring to any discussion involving the
investigation is a confidential discussion. But we've never
had a subsequent conversation about Monica Lewinsky than the
one I've related to you.

Q When you discussed matters in the media, could you
describe what the nature of your discussion was?

A We discuss what comes up that day.

Q Did you discuss the accuracy of any of the reports
in the media with regard to the President's relationship with

23
24
25
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1 A Mm-hmm. 1 Monica Lewinsky?
2 Q --onlJanuary 2lst. 2 A I'mgoing to consult my attorney on this one, okay?
3 Have you had discussions with her since January 21, 3 Q Okay.
4 1998, about the Monica Lewinsky matter? 4 A And see where I can go on this.
5 A I've had numerous discussions about the Lewinsky 5 Q Let me -- and you know what? Let's -- why don't we
6 investigation. 6 hold on for a minute --
7 Q Could you describe the nature of your discussions | 7 A Okay.
8§ with the First Lady about that? 8 Q --and I can move on to a different subject?
9 A Let me consult my attorney and I'll be right back. { 9 A Sure, okay.
10 Q Okay. And Ishould say just to follow up -- 10 Q And we can have you check and see if you could just
11 A Sure. 11 make a note --
12 Q --1am going to ask really what you discussed 12 A Allright.
13 during those conversations, how many there were. 13 Q --solremember to go back to that.
14 A Right, okay. 14 A Yeah
15 Q Allright? And the time is now 3:30. 15 Q" Did you ever discuss the Paula Jones case with the
16 A Good. 16 First Lady?
17 (The witness was excused to confer with counsel.) [17 A I believe that's a confidential discussion.
18 MS. IMMERGUT: Let the record reflect itisnow |18 Q Confidential under what privilege?
19 3:35. And do we have a quorum? 19 A Letme discuss with my attorney.
20 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, we do. 20 Q Okay. And, actually, let me -- I want you to still
21 MS. IMMERGUT: And are there any unauthorized |21 have a seat and I'll get to that --
22 persons present? 22 A Allnght.
23 THE FOREPERSON: There are none. 23 Q -- and I'll just skip over that area as well.
24 And, Mr. Blumenthal, welcome back, and you are {24 A All right. We'll add up a whole lot of questions
25 still under oath. 25 if you'd like.
Page 58 Page 60
1 THE WITNESS: Thank you. 1 Q Yes, if that's okay with you.
|2 BY MS. IMMERGUT: 2 A Go ahead.
3 Q Mr. Blumenthal, when you went out to speak with| 3 Q And I can remind you what they are before you go
4 your attorney we were just talking about your discussions 4 out and consult.
5 with the First Lady about Monica Lewinsky since the story 5 A Right, good.
6 broke, in addition to the one that you've already testified{ 6 Q I'd like to ask you, and I think you've addressed
7 about. 7 this in substancé; but have you cver personally met Monica
8 What was the substance of those discussions with | 8 Lewinsky?
9 respect to the Monica Lewinsky matter? 9 A No.
10 A We discussed matters in the media about this 10 Q Okay. I think we're ready to have you go out and

consult with your attorneys.

A Why don't you remind me of the questions and I'lL
get them right.

Q The questions — really I'm interested in finding
out about the subject matter of your discussions with the
First Lady since the news story broke, and you've stated that
some of those discussions were -- or some aspects of those
discussions were confidential. So I need to understand
whether you're invoking some sort of a privilege that makes
them confidential.

And then also whether or not you discussed the
Paula Jones case with the First Lady. And, obviously, I'm
going to be asking you about the substance of those
discussions. :

A Okay.
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1 Q Okay? 1 instructed on that.

2 A Good. 2 Q Okay. And, in particular, you're talking about

3 MS. IMMERGUT: And the time is 20 to 4:00. i 3 dealing with new strategy -

4 (The witness was excused to confer with counsel.) | 4 A Strategy, politics, media, public relations.

5 MS. IMMERGUT: Do we have a quorum? 'S Q Did you ever have a substantive discussion by

6 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, we do. And there are no | 6 telephone with the First Lady, either on the 21st of January,

7 unauthorized people in the grand jury room. 7 1998, or after, about Monica Lewinsky?

8 Mr. Blumenthal, you are still under oath. 8 A No, other than what I've testified today.

9 THE WITNESS: Thank you. 9 Q So the only substantive discussion -- and 1
10 BY MS. IMMERGUT: 10 apologize if I'm just not getting it. The only substantive
11 Q Mr. Blumenthal, we were talking about your 11 discussion occurred in person on January 21, 1998,
12 conversations with Hillary Rodham Clinton about the Lewinsky 12 A No, that would have been a telephone discussion.
13 matter, and I understand that there are some areas that you 13 That was as close as we came to a substantive discussion of
14 want to assert a privilege about, and that's fine. And I |14 Monica Lewinsky, that discussion on the phone, before I met
15 just ask you to put that on the record if I get into an area|15 with the President, that discussion in the afternoon.
16 that you think is privileged. 16  Q Okay. And I apologize, I misunderstood. So the
17 A Mm-hmm. 17 discussion that you had on the date that the news story

18 Q With respect to meetings with the First Lady since |18 broke --
19 the news story broke, you've already testified about one that (19 A Right.
20 you said occurred on the date that the news story broke. |20  Q -- was by telephone.
21 A Right. 21 A Yes.
22 Q Then you testified that you had other conversations 22 Q Did you have any substantive discussion about the
23 with the First Lady -- 23 President helping a troubled person in person with the First
24 A Right. 24 Lady?
25  Q -- about Monica Lewinsky, as you've already 25 A No.
Page 62 Page 6-
1 testified. 1 Q Did you ever discuss the Paula Jones case with Mrs.
2 Are you talking about in-person conversations or | 2 Clinton? And specifically I'm interested in what the
3 telephone conversations or both? 3 President's testimony would be with regard to Monica
4 A Both 4 Lewinsky. |
5 Q With respect to either telephone or in-person, what| 5 Q Mm-hmm. I discussed -- yes, I have discussed the
6 was the substance of your conversations with the First Lady 6 Paula Jones case with the First Lady, and what I've discussed
7 about Monica Lewinsky? 7 with her — and I've never discussed with her the President's
8 A We have never discussed the substance of the 8 testimony in that case.
9 Lewinsky affair subsequent to the discussions that I relayed | 9 What I have discussed with her are the politics,
10 to you already, testified about already. 10 the media reactions, the role of the right wing in
11 And what we discussed were the political events as 11 propagating this issue, and public relations.
12 they arose in the media. We would discuss leaks, we would |12 I've also discussed with her how she learned about
13 discuss tactics, we would discuss congressional reactions. 13 the case. She told me that when she first heard about it,
14  Q Okay. Did you ever reiterate any conversation like 14 she had no memory whatsoever of Paula Jones, and she asked
15 the one you had on January 21st -- did you ever re-discuss, 15 the President if he remembered who she was, and he said he
16 if you will, the President's claim that Monica had made a 16 couldn't, and neither of them had any idea or recollection of
17 sexual advance on him that he'd rebuffed? 17 who she was. And she conveyed that to me.
18 A No, we never had a subsequent conversation. 18 Q Okay. And back again just to Monica Lewinsky's
19  Q And, in fact, in that regard, you've never had a 19 role in the Paula Jones case as being called as a witness,
20 discussion with the First Lady about that at all; is that |20 any discussion with the First Lady about that?
21 correct? 21 A No.
22 A No. I have not had such a discussion. 22 Q Either by telephone or in person.
23 And I would like to say about the other matters, |23 A No.
24 that I believe that those -- the details of those questions |24  Q If I could just have a moment.
25 aren't covered by the judge's ruling, and I'd have tobe |25 A Sure.
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Page 65
Q 1am done with my questions, but 1'd like to give
the grand jury an opportunity to speak to me about any
questions they wish me to ask. So if you wouldn't mind
stepping out for just a minute --
A I'd be happy to.
Q -- and I'll come get you as soon as we 're done.
A Sure. Good. Thank you.
(Witness excused. Witness recalled.)
MS. IMMERGUT: On the record, and it is now 4:15,
and we were just taking a break to get some questions from |1
the grand jury. Do we have a quorum, Madam Foreperson? |1

Page 67
But we've never discussed this with the President
and the First Lady, to my knowledge.

Q Okay.

A 1 certainly have not.

Q Okay. And I believe that's it for our questions.
but -- oh, I'm sorry, is there a -- Mr. Binhak has a
question.

BY MR. BINHAK:

Q Mr. Blumenthal, you just said that you didn't know
why the President would confide this matter in you, correct?

A Right.

story broke in January of 1998, there were other news stories
that came out about sexual addiction during that time period.
Are you familiar with at least hearing about some of those
news stories?

A I'm familiar with them.

Q Did you prepare the President and/or First Lady for
responding to any questions that might arise because of the
nature of the Lewinsky case about sexual addiction?

A No, uh-uh. We never -- even in any sort of -- we
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never expected the press to ask a question like that, and so 19
we've never prepared the President for a question like that. 20
1 guess we would regard it as outrageous. 21

And we understand that, you know, there's a ot of{22
innuendo and gossip and talk, and there's a lot of 23
speculation, and there are people on TV saying whatever they {24

want to say.

]

Q All right. Now, you said this is not a matter of
state, this Monica Lewinsky story that he told you. Does he
normally confide in you on matters that are not matters of
state, that are personal matters to him?

A Idon't think there's been anything like this
before, and I can't ultimately answer why he talked to me
about it,

Q Sir, that's not my question. I asked you if he
ever confides in you on personal matters that are not matters
of state.

A 1 don't think he often confides in -- I mean, I
think he will occasionally make remarks that are private
remarks to me about how he feels about things, and he's done
that often. But -- and to the extent that those - 1 would
regard those as confidences. :

12 THE FOREPERSON: Yes, we do. 12 Q Does the President normally confide personal
13 MS. IMMERGUT: Any unauthorized persons present? 13 matters in you, confide in you regarding personal matters?
14 THE FOREPERSON: There are none. 14 A The President often asks me my opinion about many
15 Mr. Blumenthal, you are still under oath. 15 things. He asks me -- I don't think there's ever been a
16 THE WITNESS: Thank you. 16 situation like this, but he did choose to tell me this. 1
17 BY MS. IMMERGUT: 17 don't ultimately know why. He's the only one who can answer
18 Q And, Mr. Blumenthal, I want to pose you some grand |18 that.
19 juror question. 19 He does consult with me about very important
20 A Sure. 20 decisions that he makes, and last week he consulted with me
21 Q First, has anyone else informed you that the 21 about who he should appoint as the new ambassador to the
22 President has told them the same version, really, that he |22 United Nations. And we were alone in the Oval Office, and be
23 told you about Monica making a sexual advance which he 23 asked my opinion.
24 rebuffed? 24 He often doesn't offer his own opinion. He wants a
25 A Nobody's told me a story at all, and I have no 25 very frank view from me. So this is -- this is not unusual
Page 66 Page 68
1 knowledge whatsoever from anybody of the President telling | 1 for him to -- on matters of state to ask my opinion.
2 them about -- 2 Q Do you consider this a matter of state?
3 Q About that scene? 3 A No.
4 A -- about — not only that scene, but anythingtodo | 4 Q Okay. So then my question is, does he confide in
5 with his relationships with her. 5 you - the question that you just responded to, or the
6 Q Okay. Do you have any idea why he confided that in | 6 situation you just responded to the grand jury, I assume, who
7 you? 7 to pick to be the ambassador to the United Nations, you would
8 A No, I don't, ultimately. 8 consider that to be a matter of state, correct, sir?
9 Q Okay. The next question is, at the time that this 9 A Right, yes.
0
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3 would regard all of those as confidences.
4 So he has confided in me about personal matters.
5 MS. IMMERGUT: Anything else?
6 MR. BINHAK: Not from me.
7 THE FOREPERSON: Well, I just have a statement for
8 you.
9 THE WITNESS: Yes.

10 THE FOREPERSON: The grand jurors, a few minutes
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ago while you were out consulting with your attorney, asked
to deliberate for a few moments, without the attorney or the
court reporter, because we had some serious concerns.

The work that we are doing here is very serious,
and the integrity to our work as representatives of people of
the United States of America is very important to us.

We are very concerned about the fact that during
your last visit that an inaccurate representation of the
events that happened were retold on the steps of the
courthouse.

We would hope that you will understand the
seriousness of our work, and not in any way use it for any
purpose other than the purpose that is intended, and that you
would really represent us the way that events happened in
this room.

—
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THE WITNESS: 1appreciate your statement.

THE FOREPERSON: Thank you.

MS. IMMERGUT: Okay. Anything else?

(No response.)

MS. IMMERGUT: Thank you very much, sir.

THE WITNESS: Thank you.

MS. IMMERGUT: And you are excused, and although
I'd like to say you will never need to come back, obviously,
I can't guarantee that - ’

THE WITNESS: Right.

MS. IMMERGUT: - should something come up. But at
this point we have finished the session of grand jury with
you.

THE WITNESS: Good. Thank you very much. Good
luck to you all.

THE FOREPERSON: Thank you very much.

(The witness was excused.)

{Whereupon, at 4:28 p.m., the taking of the
testimony in the presence of a full quorum of the Grand Jury

was concluded.)
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