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7 11 E N in the Coutfe of human Events, it becomes nec!Tary for one Peopl i e :
] L {Tar} ple to diffolve the Political Ba i e
with another, and tohaffume among the Powers of thelfarth, the feparate and equal Station to whic?;dst;;,:}f:“taz;’CI%n?C&Cd t}:[len;‘
Nature’s God entitle them, a decent Refped to the Opitions of Mankind requires that f 4 JLUIC AN Cpo)
£ 20 i ires th c B e
% tl'e Separation B P . sl quires that they thould declare. the caufes which impel them Bl

¢ We hold thefe Truths to be felfievident, tlmtr aﬂ\l\/j’enﬂrc cz:ea';éd
ot 5 CYIESHE at ol a equal, ‘that they are endowed b ol . ¢
VR unalienable R}gbts, that among thefeareLife, Libers, and the Purfuit of Happinefs— -'}[I‘hat e tlxei):: i’}]:l: Cxétm" \fmh certain
inftituted among Men, deriving theic jult Powers from the Confent of ths Coverned, that whenever any Form of Governme b s ‘tfi’ ONCIDIMENENC
_:!_3mjs,. it is the Right of the P le to alter or to abolith it, and to infi o : i thaotelal ; Eaes ﬁﬁ“}ff E’f he(c.
=Sits Powers'in- fucl Foras PR om QL UCh L TUICIDISS, angearganizia
B 3 e 8 CEEN Y : 8, Will dictatethat Governments (ong
LR t3blihed fhould not be changed for light and tranfient Caunfes; and ‘accordin iy all Experience hath thewn, that Mankind are more difpofed to fuffer, whil
‘r Bvils are fufferable, than to right themfelves by abolithing the Forms to which ey are accuftomed. But when a long Train of Abufes and Ulurpations,
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ing invariably the fame Qbject, evinces a Defign to reduce them under ablolute D,q:_{%c,mﬁn, it is their Right, it is their Duty, to throw off fuch Govcrn}:ncnt, ‘

and to provide new Guards for their future Secarity. Such has been the patie: erance of -thefe Colonies; and fuch is now the Neceffity which frai
3 e 3, conitrains

them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the pre tnt King of Great-Britain is a Hifk c SR e g |
s :  having in dire@ Obje¢t the Eftablithment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe State:l, To parovc this, let Fnl&s be fulbr(r)xl;}t,t:d t:)egccztx:gi;n{;z:fdam’i TE ‘
| Tir has refufed his Aflent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceflary for the public Good. & E
et He has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fufpended in their Operation till hi 3 o
. and when {o fufpended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. 4 P i their Operation till his Affent fhould be obtained 5
Hz has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftrics of People, unlefs thofe Peopl inqui e RY e
the chiﬂa'tu‘ré-, a Right ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. ¢ cople would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
Hp has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, zad diftant from the Depolfit £ thei fo R L
fatiguing them int:Compliance with his Meafures. . ! S ,t cir public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
He has diffolved Reprefentative Houfes repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Rights of
He has refufed for a long Time, after fuz_:h Diffolutions; to caufe others to be glected ; whercby the Legiﬂntivlg Pz‘fze:?,cil:zipﬁlp of Annibilic ; ;
turned to the People at large for their exercife; the State remaining in the mean t me expolfed to all the Dangers of Invafion from w}}tho:xt and C1 . ati‘f)‘n’ m‘.re] o
& has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States 5 for that Purpofe obftructing the Laws for Naturalization of Forcioners,- ‘refuﬁonvu lon:} e
o encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. = 5 ng to pals others |
He has obftruéted the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers. |
T has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Ofices, and the Amount and Payment of their Salaries
TTs has-ereéted a Muliitude of new Offices, and lent hither Swarms of Officer: to harra(s our People, and eat out their Subftance :
He has kept amopg us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures. - .
Tr has affe@ed to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civ | Power. ; e
"He has combined with others to fubjet us to a Jurifdiction foreign to our Confitution, W i A 5 : e
pi‘cteides Iiocgiﬂar;i:m: ) J 3 ‘ ofisu o) and unacknowledged by our Laws ; giving his Aflent to their AGs of

i For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us : i e
For proteding them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders gifich they (hould cémmnit on the Inhabitant : 2
B* For cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World : . Y : nhabitants of thefe States

For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
For depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury ¢

For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences : et
> For abolithing the free Syftem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Province, efiablithing therein an arbitraty Government, and enlarging its Boundaries, fo 7 ‘
: ndaries, ;

25 to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrament for introducing the fame abifolute Rule into thefe Colonies :
_For taking away our Charters, abolifhing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentélly the Forms of our Governments : ; ‘
For fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes what{oevc} : |
115 has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Proteétion anc'waging War againit us. .

He has plundered our Seas(, ravagcld ourfoaﬁs, b;l;nt our I\'I/iowns, and deftrojed the Lives of our People.
Heg is, at this Time, tran orting large Armies o oreign Mercenaries to con lcat the Works of Death, De i _ 2 5

cumftances of Cruelty and Pegﬁdy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Agcs‘i and tbtally unworthy the %c?éaé?z’c?vl};{i7zgr&[;2y’ e e
13 has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Scas to bear Arms againtt their Country, to become the ﬁYCCUt.IOn, il :

L Bretheen, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. & % 7 ioners of their Friends and

\ Tz has excited domeftic Infurrections amongft us, and has endeavoured to brirgon the Inhabitants of our Frontiers,

|

: i} ccilefs i ! .
known Rule of Warfare; is an undiftinguithed Deftrution, of all Ages, Sexes and Jonditions. the mercilels Indian Savages, whofe

“Ix every ftage of thefec Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the nisft humble Terms : Ou iti e
ed Injury.y Agl’rince, whofé Charaer is thus marked by every aét which may dsfine a Tyrant, is unfit t(r) l;f:ﬁici{iﬁ:?g?n:’fx';z‘clcpgzc?;nr”emd only by repeat-
Nor have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren. We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts b ths" .Lﬂ ifl,
l unwarrantable _]urifdxqion overus. We ha.ve reminded them ?f'lhc Circumflances.of our Emigration and Settlement here. P\Ve}’h;v:a —E’élﬂz;\ll;ito}‘c:{t_end o
Juftice -and Magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the Tiesof our commor Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which “’CUId’pi}flc“,'t, their native
L - . Conne&ions and Correfpondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juftice and of Confanguinity., We muft thc’refbre 2 it
denonnces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemiesin War, in Peace, Friends. :
W, therefore, the Reprefentatives of the UNEFTED STATES @GIF AMERICA, in GENERAL ConN bl
| pealing to the Supreme Judge of the Wo,rld'for the Re_&itude of our Intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the goOdpPeoG‘llz 1;; 151’ {ll\ﬂ('}x:".m@,
| lemnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are,. and of Right ought to be, FREE AND INDEPENDENT S 11 > i 1 on
| abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all\political Conne& on between them and the State of Grcnt—éritain is ax?dj;::b?]é . tﬁtt }h;y aie
‘ {olved ; and thatas, FRx: AND INDEPENDENT St ATEs, thehavefull Power to levy War, conclude Peace e ool s
{ Commerce, and to doall other A&ts and Things which INDEPENDENT $TATES mayofrightdo. Andfor the {L’ e Ll .‘1 '11““57 c““}’i'“‘
[ : ) firm Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence;—we-mutually pledge tocach-sther cur Lives, our Fo?(uncs, and our [\cr;dulpl}::t;m > Rechiona

. ibly interrupt cur
, acquiefce in the Neceffity, wl

l Signed by ORDER and i BERALF of the CoNaRrESS,

¢ : : JOEHN BANCOCK, PresineN®
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[ : PHILADELPHIA: Pl’jKNI‘ED vy Jonx Duntar.



