prefentatives, fhall have authority to make laws in all cafes for the good government of the difii&, not repugnant ta
the principles and articles in this ordinance eftablifhed and declarcd.  And all biljs having paffed by a majority in the
houle, and by a majority in the cauncil, fhall be referred to the governor for his affent; bur no bill or legiflative a¢t
whatever, fhall be of any force without his affent. The governor fhall have power to convene, prorogue and diffolve
the general affembly, when in his opinion it fhall be expedient.

The governor, judges, legiflative council, fecretary, and fuch other officers as Congrefs fhall appoint in the diftri&,
fhall take an oath or affirmation of fidelity, and of office, the governor before the prefident of Congrefs, and all other
officers before the governor.  As foon as a legiflature fhall be formed in the diftrict, the council and houfe, affembled in
oneroom, fhall have authority by joiat ballot to eleé a delegate to Congrefs, who fhall have a feat in Congrefs, with a
right of debating, but not of voting, during this temporary governmert,

And tor extending the fundamental principles of civil and religious liberty, which form the bafis whercon thefe repub-
lics, th:i: laws and conflitutions are erected ; to fix and eftablifh thofe principles as the bafis of all laws, confiirutions
and governments, which for/ever hereafter fhall be formed in the faid territory ;--~to provide alfo for the eflablithment
of ftates, and permaneat government therein, and for their admiffion to a fhare in the federal councils or au equal foot~
ing with ths original ftates, at asecarly periods as may be confiftent with the general interefl :

Itis hereby ordained and declared by the authoriry aforefaid, That the following articles fhall be confidered s articles
of compaé between the otiginal ftates and the people and ftates in the faid territory, and forever remain unalterable
unlefs by common confent, to wit ke

Article the Firf. No perfon, demeaning himfelf in a peaceable and orderly manner, fhall ever be molefied on account
of his mode of worthip or religious fentiments in the faid territory. S

Ariicle the Second.  The inhabitants of the faid territory fhall always be entitled to the benefirs of the writ of ha=-
beas corpus, and of the trial by jury; of a proportionate reprefentation of the people in the legiflature, and of judici-
al proceedings azcording to the courfs of the common law ; all perfons fhall be bailable unlefs for capital offences, ‘where.
the proof fhail be evident, or the prefumption great; all fines fhall be moderate, and no cruel or unufual punifhments
fhall be inflitted ; no man fhall be deprived of his liberty or property but by the judgment of his peers, or the law ofthe
Tand; andfhould the public exigencies make it neceffary for the common prefervation to take any perfon’s property, o
tc demand his particular fervices, full compenfation thall be made for the fame ; —— and in the jult prefervation of richrg
and property it is underftood anddeclared, that no law oughtever to be made, or have force in the faid territery, THat
fhallin any manner whatsver interfere with, or affed private contracts or engagements, bona fide and without frand
previoufly formed. oy

Article the Third. Religion, morality and knowledge, being neceffary to good government and the happinefs of
mankind, fchools and the means of education fhall forever be encouraged. The utmoft good faith fhall always be obferved
towards the Indians ; theirJands and property fhall never be taken from them without their confent ; andin their proper-
ty, rights and liberty, they never fhall be invaded or difturbed, unlefs in juft and lawful wars authorifed by Corngrefs 5
but laws founded in juftice and humanity fhall from time to time be wade, for preventing wrongs being dere to them,
and for preferving peace and friendfhip with them.

Article the Fourth. The faid territory, and the ftates which may be formed therein, fhall forever remain a part of
this confederacy of the United States of America, {ubjeét to the articles of confederation, and to fuch alterations therein
as fhall be coaflitutionally made ; andto all the aés and ordinances of the United fiates in Congrefs aflembled, conform-
able thereto. The inhabitants and fettlers in the faid territory, fhall be fubjeét to pay a part of the federal debts cone
tradted or tobe contradted, and a proportional part of the expences of government, to be apportioned on them by Con-
grefs, according to the fame common rule and meafure by which apportionments thereof fhall be made on the other flates;
and the taxes for paying their proportion, fhall be laid and levied by the authority a=d direétion of the legiflatures of
the diftri& or diftriéts or new ftates, as in the original ftates, within the time agreed upon by the United States in Con-
grefs affembled. The legiflatures of thofe diftriés, ornew ftates, fhall never interfere with the primary difpofal of the
foil by the United Srates in Congrefsailembled, nor with any regulations Congrefs may find neceflary for fecuring the
title in fuch foil to the bona fide purchafers, No rax fhall be impofed on lands the property of the United State %
and in no cafe fhall non-refident proprietors be taxed higher than refidents. The navigable waters leading into the Iif-
fifippi and St. Lawrence, and the carrying places betweenthe fame fhall be common highways, and forever free, as weil
to the inhabirants of the faidterritory, as to the citizens of the United States, and thofe of any other flates that may
be admitted into the confederacy, without any tax, impolt or duty therefor. .

Articls the Fifth. “There thall be formed in the faid territory, not lefs than three nor more than Gye flates; and th
boundaries of the flates, as {foon as Virginia thall alter her act of ceffion ard confent to the fame, fhall beco
eftablifhed as follows, to wit: The weftern flatein the faid territory, fhall be bounded by the Miflifippi, the Ohi
Wabath rivers; a dirett line drawn from the Wabath and Poft Vincent’s due north to the territorial line betw
United States and Canada, and by the faid territorial line to the lake of the Woods and Miflifippi. i he
fhall be bounded by the faid direét line, the Wabafh from Poft Vinceut’s to the Ohio; by the Ohio, by a direet
drawn due north from the mouth of the Great Miami to the faid territorial line, and by the faid territorial line,
caftern ftate fhall be bounded by the laft mentioned direét line, the Ohio, Pennfylvania, and the faid remitori
Provided however, and it is further underftood and declared, that the boundaries of thefe three flares, fhall be {
fo farto be altered, that if Congrefs fhall hereafter find it expedient, they fhall have authority ro form ore or two i
in that part of the faid territory which lies north of an ealt and weft line drawn through the foutherly bend or exuy
of lake Michigan :.and whenever any of the faid flares fhall have fixty thoufand free inhabirants thercin, f,
thall be admitted by its delegates into the Congrefs of the United Hates, on an equal footing with the cris
all refpeds whatever ; and fhall be at liberty: to form a permanent confitution and fiare governmeny :
ftitution and government fo ro be formed, fhall be republican, and in couformity to the princip
articlss; and fo far as it can beconfiftent with the general intereft of the confederacy, fuch acmi
at an earlier period, and when there may be a lefs number of free inhabitants jn the fate than fixry theufand.

Article the Sixth. There fhall be neither {lavery nor involuntary fervitude in the faid territory, otherwife
punithment of crimes whereof the party fhall have been duly convicted: Provided always, rhat any perfon efca
to the fame, from whom labor or fervice is lawfully claimed in any one of the original ftates, fuch fugitive may
fully reclaimed and conveyed to the perfon claiming his or her labor or fervice as aforefaid.

Be it ordained by the authority aforefaid, That the refolutions of the 23d of April, 1784, relative to the fubject cf
this ordinance, be, and the fame are hereby repealed and declared null and void.

DONE by the UNITED STATES in CONGRESS affembled, the 13th day of July, in the year cf
1787, and of thijr fovereignty and independence the rath. :




