An OrpINANCE for the GOVERNMENT of the TERRITO-
ry of the UNITED STATEs, North-Weft of the RIVER
Ouio. :

B‘.’. I'T ORDAINED by the United States in Congrefs affembled, That the faid territory, for the purpofes of tempo=
rary goverament, be one dittrict; fubject, however, to be divided into two diftriéts, as future circumftances may,
in the opinion of Congrefs, makeit expedient.

Bair ordained by the authority aforefaid, That the eftates both of refident and non-refident proprietors in the faid rer-'
ritory, dying inteflate, fhall defeend to, and be diftributed among their children, and the defcendants of a deceafed child
in equal parts ; the defcen dants of a deceafed child or grand-child, to take the fhare of their deceafed parent in equal parts
emong them : And where there fhall be no children or defcendants, thenin equal parts to the next of kin, in equal degree 5
and among collaterals, the childrea of a deceafed brother or fifter of theinteftate, fhall have in equal parts among them |
their decealed parents fhare 3 and there fhall in no cafe be a diftinétion between kindred of the whole and half biood ; fa-
viug in all cafes to the widow of the inteftate, her third part of the real cftate for life,and oac third part of the perfonal
«eflate; and this law reladvero defcents and dower, fhall remain in full force until altered by the legiflature of the dif-
trict, e— And until the governor and judges fhall adopt lawrs as herein after mentioned, eftates in the faid territory
may be deviled or bequeathed by wills in writing, figned and fealed by him or her, in whom the eftate may be, (being
«of fuil age) and attefted by three witneffes ; — and realeftates may be coaveyed by leafe and releafe, or bargain and
Aale, figned, fealed, and delivered by the perfon being of full age, 1n whom the eftate may be, and attefied by two wit-
effee, provided fuch wills be duly proved, aud fuch conveyances be acknowledged, or the execution thereof culy pro=
ved, and be recorded within one year after proper magiftrates, coutts, and regifters fhall be appointed for that purpofe ;
and perfonal property may be transfzrred by delivery, faving, however, to the French and Canadian inhabitants, and
‘other fettlers of the Kaskaskies, Saint Vincent’s, and the neighbouring villages, who have heretofore profeffed themfelves
«citizens of Virginia, their laivs and cuftoms now in force among them, relative to the defcent and conveyance of. pro-

erty.
4 chi: ordained by the authority aforefaid, That there fhall be appointed fromtime to time, by Congrefs, a governor,
whofe commiffion fhall continue in force for the termof three years, unlefs fooner revoked by Congrefs; he fhall refide
4n the diftriét, and have a frechold eftate therein, in one thoufand acres of land, while in the exercife of his office.

There fhall be appointed from time to time, by Congrefs, a fecretary, whofe commiflion fhall continue in force for
“four years, unlefs fooner tevoked, he fhall refide in the diftriét, and have a freehold eftate therein, in five bundredacres
of land, while in the exercife of his office; it thall be his duty to keep and preferve the adts and laws paifed by the le-
giflature, and the public records of the diftri@, and the proceedings of the governor in his executive department ; and
Cran{mit authentic copies of fuch aés and proceedings, every fix months, to the fecretary of Congrefs: There fhall al~
fo be appeinted a court to confift of three judges, any two of whom to form a court, who fhall have a common law ju-
rifdiction, and refide in the diftri&, and have each therein a frechold eftate in five hundred acres of land, while in the
exercile of their offices ; and their commiffions fhall contirue in force during good bebaviour.

The governor and judges, or a majority of them, fhall adopt and publifh in the diftri¢t, fuch laws of the original
ftates, criminal and civil, as may be neceflary, and beft fuited to the circumftances of the difiri&, and report them to
Congrefs, from time to time, which laws fhall be in force in the diflric until the organization of the general afferbly
therein, ualefsdifapproved of by Congrefs ; but afterwards the legiflature fhall haveauthority to alter them as they fhall
think fir.

The governor for the time being, fhall be commander in chiefof the militia, appoint and commiffion all officers in the
fame, below the rank of general officers 3 all general officers fhall beappoiated and commiffioned by Congrefs.

Previous to the organization of the general affembly, the governor fhall appoint fuch magiftrates and other civil of=
ficers, in each county or townthip, as he fhall find neceflary for the prefervation of the peace and good order in the fame:
After the general afiembly fhall be organized, the powers and dutiesof magiftrates and other civil officers thall be regu-
lared and defined by the faid affembly ; but all magiftrates and other civil officers, not herein otherwife directed, fhall,
during the continuance of this temporary government, be appointed by the governor.

For the prevention of crimes and injuries, the laws to be adopted or made thall have force in all parts of the diftri&, and
for the execution of procefs, criminal and civil, the governcr fhall make proper divifions thereof-—and he fhall proceed
from time to_time, as circumftances may require, to lay out the parts of the diftri¢tin which the Indian titles fhall have
been extinguithed, into counties and townfhips, fubjeét, however, to fuch alterations as may thereafter be made by the
legiflature.

gSo foon as there fhall be five thoufand frec male inhabitants, of full age, in the diftri&, upon giving proof thercof
to the governor, they fhall receive authority, with time and place, to elect reprefentatives from their countics or town-=
thips, to reprefent themin the general affembly 3 provided that for every five hundred frec male inhabitants there fhall
beone reprefentative, and fo on progreflively with the number of free male inhabitants, fhall the right of reprefentation
increafe, until the number of reprefentatives fhall amount totwenty-five, after which the number and proportion of re~
prefentatives fhall be regulated by the legiflature 5 provided that no perfon be eligible or qualified to aé asa repre~
fentative, unlefshe fhall havebeen a citizen of one of the United States three years and be a refident in the diftrit, or
unlefs he fhall have refided in the diftri& three years, and in either cafe thall likewife hold in bis own right, in fee fim~
ple,. two hundred acres of land within the fame :-—Provided alfo, that a frechold in fifty acres of land in the diftrict,
having beena citizen of one of ths ftates, and being refident in the diftriét ; or the like frechold and two years refi=
dence in the diftrié fhall be neceffary to qualify aman as an ele&or of a reprefentative.

The reprefentatives thus cle@ed, fhall ferve for the term of two years, and in cafe of the death of a reprefentative,
or removal from office, the governor (hall iffue a writ to the county or townfhip for which he was a member, to clect

another in his ftead, to ferve for the refidue of the term.

The general affembly, or legiflature, thall confift of the governor, legiflative council, anda houfe of reprefen-atives.
The Jegiflative council fhall coafift of five members, to continuein office five years, unlefs fooner removed by Congrefs,
any three of whom tobe a quorum, and the members of the council fhall be nominated and appointed in the following
manner, to wit: As foon as reprefentatives fhall be elected, the governor fhall appo"’lt a time 2nd place for them to
meet rogether, and, when met, they fhall nominate ten pexfons, refidents in the diftrict, and each poffefied of a frechold
in five hundred acres of land, and retush their names tosCongrefs; five of whom Congrefs fhall appoint and commifficn
to ferve as af ai&, an% ever &%: ﬂh 1l happen in the council, by death or removal from office, the houfe
of reprefentati alla %Mg . b uiiﬂ.ﬁga_ forefaid, foreach vacancy, and rerurn their names to Con=
grefs; one of whom Congrefs fhall appoint and commiffion for the refidue of the term; and every five years, four menths
at leaft before the expiration of the time of fervice of the members of council, the faid houfe fhall nominate ten perfers,
qualified as aforefaid, and return their names to Congrefs, five of whom Congrefs fhall appoint and commiffion to {erve
a5 membars of the council five years, wnlefs fooner removeds  And the governor, legiflative council, and houfe of re~



